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July 10, 1949
Rep. Albert Gore

Good Morning, Friends:

The most important happening of the past week in the Nation's
Capital is the historic debate in the United States Senate on the North
Atlantic Pacte The problem before the Senate is ratification of that
treaty to which the representatives of twelve nations have affixed their

signature.,
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This historic debate on the North Atlantic Pack is being conducted
in an historic chamber. I am sure you have noticed that both the House and

the Senate have had to vacate their regular chambers in order that repairs
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may be made to the roofs, which engineers have said have beeq4threatening
to literally cave in on our heads,

The Senate moved to the old Senate chamber. I am sure you remember
i bl Ay, Uoonelirts WL

seeing pictufes in your elementary history books o@«spectators hanging over
the small gallery of—the—Senate listening to the Webster-Haney debates. This
historic North Atlantic Pact debate is being held in that same small chanber,
which was vacated by the Senate after a new and much larger wing was gdded
to the Capitols The Supreme Court then occupiéddthis small chamber or

auditorium until the new marble Supreme Court building was erected a few
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years ago. As~seon=8s the Supreme Court left the chamber it has been left

unoccupied but open to the view of the millions of tourists who annually

pass through the portals of this Nation's Capitols . #
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&%ﬁfﬁ:;:;;¥ership of the Senate is much larger now than it was in

the early days and they are finding the accommodations exceedingly cramped.
The House of Representatives has been meeting for the past %eek in

the caucus room. This room is several times larger than the room in which

the Senate is meeting but then there are 435 Members of the House and the

H taff to accommodate. i i
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L was my privilege to preside over the consideration of a controversial

bill last Friday and I found it much harder to maintain order and give
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When is Congress going to adjourn? A good many people asked me
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that question when I was home in Tennessee over the Fourth of July. Well,

I do not know but my guess is about August 20, There is a‘'good deal more

work cut out for Congress before it can go home. Much work yet remains on °
appropriation bills, As I have said two_nr_ihrée—times before on this pngram,

the Senate is way behind on consideration of appropriation bills. - All of
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them are supposed to have been psssedrandfbeznme lawqput most of them
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have not even passed the Senate’. All ef=u® now await the very important

s
decision on the North Atlantic Pact. mnd there is still the question of

labor legislation, the reciprocal tradeagreements act has not been passed

by the Senate and plans are underway to pass a farm bill before Congress
7Zd L

adjourns. bill is scheduled to come up before the House probably -
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about next Wednesday,and—there—is the rural telephone bill wheeh is
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sscheduled to come up in the House-aeﬁquuesday.

Congress has now been in session for more than six months,
Senate and House Members have introduced more than 8,600 bills. Fortunately,
all of these bills have not passed,but to indicate the size of the work load

we have been up against, Congressional committees have approved more than
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1,500 of these bills. The House has actually passed 821 Wiids and the

Senate 522, 291 have passed the last hurdle and have become law, These

figures will indicate the size of the backlog of work still before Congress,
- M

with more than 1,500 bills approved by committeesdith only 291 of that

amount having become law, you can see that we still have about 1,300 bills

that have been approved by committees now pending action by the House and
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Congress is n:Z::urious te=read the contents of the President's
economic report that is scheduled to be submitted to the Congress tomorrow,

These quarterly reports are always awaited with interest, but the curiosity
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and interest has been heightened mew because of/nervous condition of W&*“<*
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| THE REASON FOR THE PACT

The Senate debate en—tire—Nortiraet
1xtte—Freaty had an auspicious start
yestepdewy when, in' a speech of high
regolve, Senator Connally, Chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee, urged
swift approval of the Pact in order to

. provide : unmistakable proof that: this
time the free .nations .will stand .to-
gether to defend their liberties: against

‘a threat from any quarter. He empha-
sxzed strongly the purely defensive pur-
pose of the Treaty, which unsheathes
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soldiér on the march except in case.of | tute a very important
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KT The R=nre—time, He also empha-
sized. te=tmet that the -defense of the
free world can be made effective only
if the free nations coordinate and con-
.solidate their forces into an organic [
whole, lest, like the ten European coun-
tries: already subjugated - by Russia,:
they be conquered one: by one. Finally,
he warned. Congress to face the real-
ities' of the international situation in-
stead of lodk,ing“'fof ‘escape clauses or

“attempting-to minimize the obligations
We assume. — Wi

- Moscow, ‘
. Johnson. ;While holding that the grow- |
© strength of the United |
' States has hglted the tide of Commu-
nist ,expans; n in . Kurope, ‘General
Smith also wa: ed that this check may
be ‘only tempokary, and that in ‘any
case the “cold Wjr’. continues as'a con-
test of. indefinité\ duration, in which
the prize of peace\'will be won "only
by patience, firmnesgs, resolution and,
above all, by strengthy’ “Peace through

str- e+h" - wase  also\ Mr. Johnson's
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early ae mery—3948% fhat Russia
wudmg up its mlh E strer L35
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theme. - And -Genera, it
plain- that if our strenigtn is to serve
the purposes of peace it qust.not merely
consist of a defense potelfial but must
actually exist and must be\apparent to

tories, Just as their strengt.
weakness—'in turn' become ,pa.rt of

West-European liberty, that bo
Johnson and Senator Connally
" Congress to-approve not only the
Lmslt_huhalse—ase_progra,m of nulxta
-&xd—te-eur_alhes ;

In all these’considerations the pro-
ponents of “peace through strength”
at-last give proper emphasis to a fac-
tor .which unfortunately was largely
overlooked at the wartime conferences
and in our post-war mihta.ry policy—
na.mely, the role and influence of power
in ' international affau's. ‘While' we in
the' West trusted to paper agreements
and wrecked our war machine as soon
as'the war was over, Russia never lost
sight of the power factor and not only
seized every country it could lay hands
upon but also exploited our own self-
imposed weakness, to reach out beyond

/ its military frontiers through Commu-

nist ' elements -which found their own:
atrength and momentum in the back-
ing openly prov1ded to them by Rus-
sian power. at expansxon by i

modernizing
world and ap
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