Representative Albert Gore
Wsll, February 20, 19L9

Good Morning, Friends:
I have something to report upon this morning that pleases me
very much., We finally won a smashing victory for the TVA steam plant in
the House of Representatives,aadpfhat vas the most important action of
Congress during the week, and for the six million people served by the TVA,
this is the most important action of the Congress in a long, long while.
As a member of the Appropriations Committee and the only member
of the cormittee from the TVA area, it was my duty and privilege to take a
considerable part in the fight. The same was true last year when we lost
the fight twice in the House of Hepresentatives, one time by a heart breakingly
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ciame—fiphs. The fight on this question last year attracted the nation's

attention and it became an issue in the Presidential and Congressional
campaign of last fall, as did the whole question of public powera.

The 80th Congress not only struck down the proposed steam
generating plant at New Johnsonville, Temessee, but they struck from

appropriation bills for western public power projects every customer faeility ;
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every facility that readily made the powey{available directly to the people.
Lven in one case in llontana, the right was reserved to a private power company
to construct the power house at the base of the dam built by millions of

dollars of the people's money.

The philoshhy that prevailed inthe BOth Congress was what has

generally become known as the bifbar philosophy —-that is, let the government
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buy the land and build the dam and then let the private power interests
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have the power at the bus-bar. p o L gt ot Mk S T
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¢ L net—omty-fouphit this-philosophy-as it-wes -applied totHe T,
put~Tfought-dt-as-it~was~applied to-the western projects-as.-well..-Se-you
see, the winning-ef-this-fipht-tast-ednesday. was-a source~of- genuine
persenal-pleasure-L£or-1me.

VWhat is the TVA any way? It is a vast program of integrated
development of an entire river valley. There has been so much controversy
about the electrical program of TVA that a great many people lose sight of
the other programs and the overall objectives of the TVA. Before the TVA
was created, the Tennessee River was a wild, turbulent stream, racing

through its rapids of 650 miles; uncontrolled, floods occuring both regularly

and irregularly, wrecking destruction and ruin. This long,powerful stream ,
c"[

surging with unharnessed poweg,meanderé through a region of great natural

resources, but was unnavigable because of its rapids and turbulence.
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&or ﬁhny’years gﬂésa'the government had embarked upon a program

of making its principle streams navigable and of controlling disastrous
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floods.A’Nothing had been done either to control the floods or for navigation
on the Tennessee River. The damage wrought by the floods was not confined
to the Valley, but when a flood occurred on the Tennessee River simultaneously
with a flood on the Ohio River, damage was wrought all down the Mississippi
to the Gulf of Mexico.

So there was the unsolved problems of flood control and

navigation on the Tennessee River and then there was the problem of power,
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ﬁ?;fghe area was 1owv;gﬁ e supply and use of electric energy.
But most important of all, there was a human problem in the Tennessee Valley.
The industrial and economic development of the people had been retarded.
Their per capita income was only LO percent of the national average.

A great American proposed an audicious experiment of building
dams on the Tennessee River not Jjust to hold back the flood tide, not just for
the purpose of installing locks to make the steam navigable, not just to dam
up the water for the purpose of generating electricity but to serve all three
PUrPOSES,

But the drgam of President Roosevelt did not stop with these

multiple prukiwms purpose physical structure ——- the dream grew SR-Ee

oortempdaied and pretiy soon it encompassed the wider field of economic

and social betterment of the people in this undeveloped and underprivileged
area. The husbandry of the great natural resources, the conservation of
soil, the reforestation of its hill sides, the diversities of its
agriculture and industry, the lifting of the level of lifey of its men,
33 mwomen and children,

The program has been phenomenally successfull - no more disastrous
floods occur on the Tennessee kiver, éts flood tides are well in hand. A
nine foot navigable $#edd channel has been created from Knoxville to the

the

Tennessee's confluence with the Ohio River. The power of/surging stream
has been harnassed and that power has been used not only to electrify the

homes and the farms of the valley and surrounding area, but it also played

a vital part in briv&hg victory to America in Worldiar Two. To indicate the
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the importance of this, had it not been for TVA and the other great/power

development at Bonneville, neither of the two atomic bombs which ended the
war with Japan would have been manufactured. The atomic energy plant at

Oak Ridge, Tennessee, today is the largest single user of TVA electricity, vtdccccs
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evern—larger than the great city of Memphis with it Wweshe threeAﬁhousand

people with all of their homes, shops and industries.
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. During the heat of the conflict whéh the contest was ,who would
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dominate the air of Europe, over the heads of our soldiers, over the Atlantic

and the Pacific, it was TVA that manufactured fifty one percent of the
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aluminum that went into our war plaﬁ%gi In addition, bthere-were-sita¥r VQwE?LL
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munition manufacture, machine tooling and AxswmEX= arsenalgnmade possible

by the TVA power.

Now what has happened to the people in the Valley and in
adjacent -areas served by the TVA? Well, before the TVA only about one
farm in thirty had electricity. Now a little more than one out of evefy

two hascelectricity, & 'that is not all. Five thousand new farmers are

in
having electricity turned on/their homes every month this year. In fact,

every quarter of this year, in other words/every time three months pass,
"‘wfw; VA eren
more new farms are being electrified ;than the total number of farmers who
had electricity in the entire Valley before the TVA was created,
But the development has not been confined to the farms.
Because the energy has been made available at reasonable rates, all of our
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homes #HT-the~farma, in the citie%Nin the villages have been able to use
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more washing machines, refrigerators, electric irons, hot water heaters.
And then there is the important question of industrial development. Little
shops have sprung up and in many cases have grown into thriving local industries.
The result has been that the per capita income of the people of the arez has
climbedynot yetb to the national average by a long way, but has climbed
from LO percent of the national average to 60 percent of the national average.
And just to show that the whole nation has benefitted, let us look at what
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has happened e thinncome of the people of the TVA region. We have been
able to buy more automobiles made in Michigan, more shoes manufactured in
St. Louis, more washing machines made in New York; and while we paid only
three percent of the Nation's income tax before the TVA,last year we paid
six percent of the nation's income tax.

Nor has the TVA been a losing proposition for the government

from the strict standpoint of an investment. It is making a clear profit,

after all expenses and peding allowances for depriciation, of approximately
20 million dollars this fiscal year. It made a net profit last fiscal year
of 17 million and the year before of 20 million. All in all,the TVA has made
a net profit for the government of more than 130 million dollars.

Now with that success, a straﬁger might wonder why we need a
steam plant., Well, the very success of the undertaking has made it neccessary
to expand the system. The use of power in the TVA area has increased more
than one thousand percent and with rural electric lines extending further

out into the country, up the creeks and over the hills, with the people
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buying more electrical appliances in their homes, more little workshops and
industries established and expanding, it is absolutely necessary that more
electricity be made available or else development in the area will have to
stop.

Shortage of electricity is a phrase that is familiar all over the
country. What is being done about it? The private electrical interests
have plans underway to augment their generating capacity by six billion
dollars worth of plant capacity within the next six years. That is well and
good, I applaud the industry for their efforts,But what about the people in
the Tennessee Valley? As I said, demands there have been growing and growing
by leaps and bounds. Ve will face a shortage of electricity with black-outs
Just around the corner unless more electricity is made available. By directing
the TVA to buy out all of the private utility interest in the TVA region,
the Congress made the TVA the sole supplier of electricity in that region.
The people must look to the TVA to supply their power needs. There is no
other agency, private or public, to which they can look.

Therefore, it is

necessary that a steam plant be built to firm up the hydro electric power
that is necessarily curtailled during the dry season of the year,and that
is just what the House of Hepresentatives decided to do last Wednesday by
passage of an appropriation bill providing for the immediate construction
of a 54 million dollar steam generating plant at New Johnsonville, Tennessee

on the shores of the Kentucky lake. The bill now goes to the Senate where

it is mlso expected to be acted upon favorablya
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