iSM, June 13, 1948
Rep. Albert Gore

Good Morning, Friends:
There have been so many developments during a week in which the Congress
is holding day and night sessions in an effort to adjourn before the LKepublican

National Gonvention¢ that 1t will be impossible for me to discuss all of them in
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The Republican leadership seems to be in a great quand%y as to whether
to quit and go home on next Saturday or come back after their Gonventipn and
resume consideration of problems before the country and.the Congress. There is
no possible way that Congress can finish its work by next Saturday; If Congress
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adjomrns sine die, it will leave unsolved several major and
problems. Therefore, it is a political decision which the Kepublican leadership
must make.s If it does quit without aciing upon these problems then the Democrats
will condemn them for doing so, calling it a do-nothing Congress and its leadership
quittersf

On the other hand, if the Congress resumes after the iepublican
National Convention the Democrats will take up the Hepublican platform plank by
plank and measure it with the past performance of the Hepublican controlled Congress

and then ask the Republicans what are they waiting ohe. -Ome—stetement-weuld-be-made.
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‘to—vhe—effect-bhai Here is the Republican platform and here also is a Republican
s Daruros wori@ say,

controlled congress in sessio%;fif you mean what you say in your platform, why

(¥
don't you practice what you preach?

There is a difference of opinion among the Hepublican leaders as to
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how this paoﬁiﬂn should be met. On last Mondayqthe Senate Palicy Committee

indicated that they did not think adjournment or recess wag possible or advisable/

but the leadership of the House of fepresentetives insisted that it was both
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possible and advisable?’ As of today there is still some doubt as to what the
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The polltlcal implications of the decision have been! augmented by the

constant attacks upon the present Congress and its record EoEmnd being made almost
daily by President Truman on his western tour. The President's attacks upon the

Congress have been vigorous and in some respects extreme. On the other hand, the
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replies and counter attacks by the hepubllcans have 1n-maay—eeeas&ens been
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Jntemperate and of a qualitydnot 4o reflect credit either upon the institution
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of Congress or our system of government. T do not find myself in accord with
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either the extreme charges of the President that this has been th%Asecond
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worst Congress in our history, nor do I appre01atg\the Hepublican charges against
the President. In many respects the record of this Congress is, in my opinion,

quite bad both from the standpoint of commission and omission but on. the otger - C
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hand, some very worthwhile things have been done, The Republicans, of course,

are entitled to make vigorous replies to the President's charges. If I were

in their position I would reply andr eply vigorously, but I would not refer to
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any President of the United States, regardless of what party to which me—may
belong, as a small boy. If I did not have more respect for the man who held
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the office, I would certainly Gonsaéer the office itself, the Presidency of my
country, in higher regardi@{k@°*’.2&£tmji'

It seems to me that fhere is no necessity for the 19L8 political
campaign to sXamst start out with such vigor so early. w~urely it could Q?t until
the National Conventions are helda

The United States Senate finally passed a draft law making eligible

for military service young men from 18 to 25. It is expected that this bill

will be econsidered in the House of Representatives within the next three or four
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days. The Senate also passed the Vandenberg Resolution advising the President

to negotiate a mutual defense accord with the Western Furopean Union. £ similar
resolution awaits action inthe House of Representatives.

Pending in the Senate are a large number of the annual appropriationf
bills, After they are passed by the Senate they must go to conference for the
ironing out of the differences and finally acted upon by both branches of the
Congress.

The House of Hepresentatives passed a large number of bills during the
weeke OUne of these was a bill to permit the entry into the United States of
something over 200,000 displaced persons in Lurope. This was a hotly fought
issue. The proponents described these people as unfortunate victims of the
war and of political persecution and pleaded for the United States to quickly
permit entry 1nto this country of at least 200,000, Opponents of the bill said
that forvthe most part the occupants of the DP canps were undesirable and that
besides, because of our severe housing shortage,we mmxst had no room for thems,
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It was sa1d also, that other undeveloped countries sweles South America and
Afrlca were asking forummmigrants«so why not let them go am there or if they “ﬂ“‘“( Y
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did-nev—geot—therg, why not let them help rebuild Europe?
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Lhe proponents had the most votes and the b11%1goes to Conference with

the Senate which has already acted on the bill b;xin a little different form,
The House Banking and Currency Committee reported to the House a long
ren ge housing program known as the TafteEllender—wagner bills Likewise pending
before the House or House Committee is Universal Military Training, Federal Aid
\'f.

to kducation and I forgot to mention that the Senate has not'. acted upon the
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xmEkx reciprocal trade agreements program. Yo you see, the possibility of
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Congress finishing its work within one week is nil. We should not even try to
finish in a week. Uongress could not possibly give adequate consideration to all
theﬁgi problems in one week's time. I think we should proceed orderly during the
coming weekbmxxnxfﬁx adjourn for the national conventions and then come back and
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finish our work. If as a result o%dﬁﬁging political campaign we found it impossible
to develop orderly legislation, then the country might as well know ite. I do not
believe that it would be the case., In fact, it might very well be said that
Gongress would be more responsive to the wishes of the people in the face of an
immediate election than after,

Oh, there is still another very imporﬁdggi; that I forgot to mention

That has not been acted upon-amdebheds=is 2 long ran ge agriculture program. Apparently

this, along with segeral other important measures, has been shelved for the current
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