WSM, MARCH 23, 1947

Good Morning, Friends:

The Republican Party in the House of Representatives has finally
reported its tax bill from the Ways and lieans Committee and the battle lines
are drawn for a legislative battle on this bill in the House next Wednesday
and Thursday.

The republicans contend that taxes should be cut; the democrats
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are saying, no, they should not be cutjbecause of the tremendous war debt
and becuase world conditions are so unstable that it is impossible to know
what our international commitments may cost us. The republicans are saying,
"Well, be that as it may, we are going to cut any way and this is how we
are going to do it; give everybody a 20 percent cut in his taxes with a
little sugar coating for those with a net income of one thousand dollars

and less."

The democrats say,'W#e®l, if you are going to cut taxes, that is
the wrong way to do it. You should recognize the ability to pay. Twenty
percent for the little man is one thing and twenty percent for the big man
is quite another.""Although we are opposed to reducing taxes at this time, "
the democrats say, "if you must reduce them, you should give Tgfg relief to

the people who need it most.”™
NI

And so the argument goes, and so it will go next Wednesday. But
it being a republican Congress, the republican bill will very likely pass

and it will very likely pass unchanged, too, becuase the bill will be considered
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under a rule which forbids even the offering of an amendment, so there will
be no middle ground on to which wavering Members can take refuge. They

either vote for it or against it,.
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The repercussions of President Truman's propose APolicy are

€
re—ver‘bereaﬁggi The over-all attitude of the Congress is favorable,
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but some doubts have arisen and a genuine concern has arisen as to the =1\l

effect this unilateral action by the United States will have upon thiﬁ_{kﬁf

g FABAN

o Gttt

W

United Nations. And this is indeed a serious questionfbehe United States
took the lead in creating the United Nations. Into this effort went the
whole soul efforts and hopes of many an #merican, including some of its
greatest, Cordell Hull and Franklin D, Roosevelt, for instance. Into

that Organization has come a majority of the civilized nations of the
world. It is the grandest scheme yet for world civilization and peace,

the repository of the hopes and the ambitions that have been nurtured

and kept burning through the ages for-a parliment of man.. ?féx Q@Lé;Clé:C¢5f,&w
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‘Saturday, March 22, 1947

Spring Portent
" Spring arrived officially in Washington af
6:13 a, m. yesterday, and it looks as if the
weatherman read his almanae. For our
part we shall be perfectly satisfied if this
spring is the prelude, locally ‘at least, fo a
summer just like the last ope, It is cus-
_tomary to herald the new arrival as the fair-
“est of seasons, to refer fo the physical re-
Dbirth as a symbol of spiritual rebirth, and
to anticipate glowingly the birds and the
flowers that will soom be with us, Nor
are these thoughis maudh.n These things,
liitle as they are, are unpm tant because they
are our environmenf, They are just as real
as the atomic bomb, and the endless re-
ffeshment and healing of nature is one of
the truly wonderful facts of existence,
Yet this new spring holds a meaning of
faf greater significance to millions of peo-
ple throughout the world, The spring on-
slaught of war has beén replaced by an
equally terrifying onslaught of hunéger.
Spring is the signal for hope—hope of a
favorable growing season, of an ample har-
vest, hope of an end to the gnawing that
makes life a burden instead of a joy, In
Wwell-fed America if is hard fo visualize just
how much hinges on the weather of this
geason, Our own fields can make and have
made a big contribution fo relieving hunger,
but the goal of all people is {0 help thems
golves, If a ficent and propitions na-
ment of these hopes, it
contribuion fo the

It 15 a ~ heartwar ming_ sr’n to note the
concern in Congress and counhy over the
danger fo the United Nations of our aid-to-
Greece project, The fear is not entirely
illusory, Nothing is easier than to slip into
a habit of doing things oneself at a time
when the doing must he, q;uch and dpmswe.
That 4 -‘5’“ i #it, “And the choice
of a future in which we must espouse the
everlasting world because we are the kingpin
oL iL lies betwegen an American imperialism
anchtopdr[neuh]p in a community of na-
tions.” Tne choice in favor of world organiza-
tion will depend upon an alert public opin-
ion ready at all times to keep our foreign
policy riveted fo the Umted Nations.

I-is-aur convictionthat 1his i is the aim of
the Truman policy. The President’s object
is to restore respect for the principles of
the United Nations Charter, It is an effort
to come to grips with a species of disloyalty
to the U. N. which is subterranean and .de-
stroying. It is a bid to the Soviet“fo cut
out its nonsense and work with us honestly
L;_n 1ez:111z1nU 1139 plgm purposes of the U. N.
Time “out /is—reqiived fo reestablish the
United Nations as the powerhouse of action
that it-was intended to be, v—'" SM 7
‘-.I»H—t-}nrrespect—%om# since! San Fran-
cisco h-agﬁﬁlye o5 the-rote-of—th 6-areat-sabe-
tetr,  We—will-restriet—the-evidence-to-the
~reeele-affair, The Charter pledges the signa-
tories to “refrain in their international rela-
tions from the fhreat or use of force against
the terriforial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state” ~Yei the integrity
of Greece since the end of the war (in which
she played a stuunﬂr and noble part) has
been the object of a vicious attack conducted
by Russia and her Balkan satellites, All 5
of them ganged up against Greece at the

beace conference in Paris, A-wisitor—from
AP'S; 4 181, W
Hagined-that-Greete WS the-leading Axis

'k “.‘1(,

succeeding meetings in New York, Buf
Greece could not be intimidated. She put
her complaints of Yugoslav, Bulgar and Al-

Councll ng ﬁhbuster GR—TT-
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pavalysis? ‘Eventually a committée of in-
vestigation went to the Greek frontier,
though with a limited mandate and a cir-—
cumscribed field of operatmns It is Stlll’
there~ bot wia Weask o

The peril to the national mtegnty of
Greece is clear and urgent to all our obsery-
ers in Greece, Wark in the fields and in the
factories has been halted by guerilla forays,
How could the United Nations prevent a
Greek collapse? How-—when the Security
Council was subjected to a filibuster last
winteig when the case came up for discus-

Wle

Power,. The offensive was resumed at the ™
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. Saving The United Nations

sion? Let us imagine the procedure. A
split report is bound to come from U, N. s
Balkan committee. The report or reports
would lead to an inferminable wrangle in
the Security Council. For deeds there would
be words. Much has been made of the lack
of any progress ¢agaim “a—-Soviet responsi
“aility). in agreeing upon even the principles
governing the creation of United Nations
forces. But, even if such a force were avail-
able, every inch of the way to its employ-
ment could and would he blocked by Mos-
cow. The delegates would he still talking
about Greece when Greece had become a
geographical expression. .

It is being forgotten that the Unifed Na-
fions is helpless in any dispute in which a
big power ‘has an interest in behalf of
aggression. Russia has up her sleeve a veto
power on action. She has used it«(as~the
W&hﬂn-ddega&,put-mhek&p@emheb
#6% in such an “arbitrary, n'responsnble and
dictatorial” way as to bring the Countil “into
disrepute throughout the world.” She-has
piready—established~thepractice: “(against
both Tetter amd~ Spirit~of-the~Charter)- of
mrmm*thrvetuvmmiymhy-refumng o
giveran~affirmative~voteon “arquestion-of
substance:. ‘Fhe-filibustering -got so.bad last
summer-that-Secretary-General -Lie had-to
g0 to Moscow and plead with Stalin himself
for moderation: e UV 7«:{,&»4’

ow suppose Greareawere-tatked-to-death
there wére no more mdependent Greece,

T

168, In_that
eveni the United Nations 'would have diff.

culty\in establishing any mandate whatso-
ever for action, TFius—we-weuld huve -this
ITOTCAT Situations-the veal-threat—to-Medi-
terranean | and world peace would come after
the-world Hiag: “been-presented with an-accom:
plished—fact. beyond U.—N’scapacity —to
Ehande ALy sieeef
Thi§ aggxessm:ws bemg disguited so skill-
{&lly that the facts are as elusive as the
Investigators are divided. Fts-sucresswould
be—the-ropult mmaw
—not-afidispute—Thus

“the world is watching a type of aggression
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banian interfer e%e before the Secuntyﬂ against which there is no protection in the

Charter save reliance upon self-restraint. It
has also watched the emasculation of the
U. N, in dealing with it. This is the reason

ﬁ!E"IerpraﬁT raan of Lage say that the Truman action is aimed at

restoring respect for the United Nations,
What the Secretary General could not pro-
duce last summer the Umted States may,
] s«idio : ¥ Non-
aclmn is more dangerous than action in a
situation in which power cenfers are being
eroded for Russian seizure. Russia’ s whole
security system is being expanded and builf
up without the slightest reference fo the
Unifed Nations. In not one of her satellite
treaties is the world or ganization mentioned,
The present is a chance that may not recup
of aling Russia in action of the United
Natj of her obligations to it,
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