WSM, April 7, 1946
Good Morning, Friends:
Draft extension, price control, minimum wages, farm prices, harmony
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and disharmony within both the Republican and Democratic Parties, {and another
tomb for another unknown American soldier occupies the attention of Washington
during the week.

Somebody once said that probiéms of government are never settled because

it before a pending problem is solved it merges into a new one. Perhaps some
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of you who read and listen about thqﬂcontroversies.and the cryings out from
Washington may get the impression that all we have 1s controversy and confusion.
Perhaps some may get the impression that all is wrong. There is much that is
egﬂ.right in Washington as well as much that is wrong. Although for many years
various pessimists have predicted the eventual disolution and impotency of the
Congress, the branch of the government directly representative of the people is
still potent and powerful, Even when I was a small boy I read of many predicting
the danger of a one man government in the United States and those predictions
presisted throughout the Administration of President Roosevelt; but we still

have in Washington a government of the people, ;by the people and forthe people.

there is
The Constitution with its bill of rights fewmwihespespde-is in tact and Xkxi=

neither sign nor danger of dictatorship in America.

We have a good man for our President. President Truman lays no claim

to superman powers nor to infalibility, but he is a man of impectable integrity
and good morals, who is providing a sane, steady and courageous leadership

¥
through th¥ troublesome period.
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There is much more that is right in Washington and in America because
_i*yéf ;
every #American can now as‘ﬁié the pilgrams ﬁ£;¢ landed at Plymouth Rock worship
God xm accordingz to the dictates of his own conscience, own his own home and

defend, speak his own words, think his own thoughts, work with his hands and

his mind and be the master of his own dest 1nJ in so long as he pays due regard
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for the rights of his fellowman. But let us get on to a commentary of the
news of the week.

What will be done about the extension of the draft is now very much in
doubt. President Truman and our military leaders have raquested exten§ion of
the draft as well as enactment of a ﬁniversal training law, President Truman
and the leaders of our Army and Navy point tq the great obligations of the
United States as the leading nation of the world and also our obligations in
occupying Germany and Japan as justification for continuation of the Selective
Service Law. Congress, however, is reluctant and has procrastinated in
coming to grips with the problem. There is a great deal of sentiment in both
the House and Senate against any further drafting of 18 and 19 year old boys

in the Army.
Many Members feel that when viewed realistically the country's defense

can be better served by keeping these teen aged youngsters in school. Many

also feel that the continual drafting of these impressionable boys into the
Army where they will be subjected to the hard, callosed, profane, vulgar
and, in many respects, immoral influences that customarily prevall in and

around an Army camp would in the long run gnaw away at the moral fiber of the
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nation which must remain strong if the nation is to be strong,

This is, indeed, a vexatious problem; a problem which goes into the tender
and precious threads of American home life. The price of world leadership,
which America surely now has, is great and the responsibilities are equally
great., For longress to fail to provide the neeessary forces with which to
fulfill our committments would be to abandon and betray our interest and the
interest of all the world's peace loving people who look to America for
leadership., Uore over, it would betray the interest of and constitute a
grevious iack of good faith with the thousands of men now serving in our
armed forces and whose retension in the Army would be prolonged thereby.

This, however, does not mean that Congress must take without question
the recommendations of our military leaders. Neither does it mean that we must
continue to have peacetime conscription. But one thing is certain, the United
States must make up its mind one way or another. We should decide whether

prove
we are going to depend upon a voluntary system which might pxwwxw® adequate

if sufficient inducements were offered for voluntary enlistments ﬁ;rservice;

whether we are going to have a universal military training program; whether
we are going to have a continuation of the draft or whether we are going to

renege on our committments. The men who are now in the service can not be

kept there mkkwummy always. It is high time, therefore that Congress make up
i1ts mind one way or another,
The House Committee on Banking and Currency favorably reported a

bill extending the OPA Act for another 12 months. The House of Representatives



Lo
is scheduled to start consideration of this bill on Monday, April 15.

On last Friday night the Senate passed a bill raising the minimum

from 4O to 60

wage for industries and inter-state commerce RXXYRXKKX cents per hour but
they included in this bill an amendment requiring that labor be considered in
the calculation of parity on farm commodities. President Truman has said
that if this amendment were added to the bill, he would veto it. Nevertheless,

the Senate sent the Bill with the amendment to the House of Hepresentatives

and from there we will hear more about it.,
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ALBERT GORE CCMMITTEE:
4TH DIsT. TENNESSEE APPROFRIATIONS

Home ADDRESS:

R Congress of the United States
PBouse of Representatives

Washington, B. €.
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