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Good Morning, Friends:

As former Secretary Ickes faded out of the picture and the fight over 422”'76;“‘5
momination of Mr. Hdwin Pauley for Bnder Secretary of the Navy wore on, the
House of Representative passed a school hot 1uhch program and also passad a
bill, as one man said, ”éo trim James Caesar Petrello down to a man's size."
The The debate on the school hot lunch bill was rather amuging. Those
who were opposed to it talked of high political principles, of the ability
of the people to feed their own children, of the obligations of the states,
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counties and cities to provide lunches if there were needed; while those who
favored the bill accused its opponents of being more concerned with appropriatings
money for control of bollweevils, Japan bean beetles, for improving Texas'
steers, Georgia'!s peaches, Iowa's hogs than in giving to needy children a
nourishing hot lungh at school.

To illustrate this debate, I would like to read an excerpt from the

Congressional Record in which two distinguished llembers of the House, Mr.

Summers of Texas, Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee,and lMr. Flannagan,% / a,/
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The bill to stop the excesses of James Caesar Petrillo, head of the
Musiciar® Union, made no mention whatever of Mr. Petrillo; but its provisions
were éire&ted exclusively to him and his practices which to many people appear
He—bs little short of extortion.
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The Senate has alreacly passed a billﬁ,)‘;t it is less drastic than &?3%

bill which passed the House this week. It remains tob’éeé"what the Senate will

do. The public demand,hewexer, is so strong for some legal curbs on the
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excesses to which Mr. Petrillo has gone se—sGbemusibind lobon teas that some

?,s:l:ur_.'[izp action will probably be taken,
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The Committee investigating Pearl larbor finally closed hearings on

last Wednesday night; and after a few days rest will take up the task of

writing a Committee report. It will be a political miracle if LHepublicans
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and Democrats agree and write a unanimous report.,4The public, Seem# to have
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grown tired of the investigation ## all e=Fes 1‘ehash;% oot 4
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Quite a stir w&s—&:&zﬁaﬂ in'the Capltol over t]e announcement from

Canada that a ltussian spy Sgt?ﬁ‘g/obtamed secret and confidential documents /ywj“dé
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A headline in one of th%1papers proclaimed that a break between Canada and
Russia was irmminent. One emotional Member of Congress ,who frequently professef
to see # communistic influence in almost everything that does not suit him
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e wavﬁhgpthe paper in thg4cloak room and eyc1tfhglf
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"Sooner or later,

this is to come and if it has got to come it is better now th an 1pter " meaning
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of course, war with Russia, Not 1nfrequently ong encounters peopls who think

that war botwocn tho United States and Russia is &n

9v1f1ble, and I think this
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