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A House and Senate Conference Committee which has been dead locked
for more than a month finally reached an agreement on amendments to the G.T.
Bill of Kights. This conference report will be acted upon by the House and
Senate about next Wednesday or Thursday. It broadens the 5enefits wnich
veterans may receive under the bill and seeks to make the loan provisions
of the G.I. Bill more workable., Perhaps by next Sunday Congress will have
taken final action on this bill and if so, I will undertake to give a

fuller analysis of its provisions.

’ As usual, Congress is head over heels in work just before the time

df adjournment. A month and a half ago Congress was doing practically
nothing, but for the last two weeks both the House and Senate Have had their
noses to the grindstone with sessions beginning early and running late,.

We still have another busy week ahead of us in order to clean the slate
before going home for Christmas.

The House finally came to grips with employment legislation. Yoy
will recall that many weeks ago President Truman called upon Congress to
enact a full employment bill. <1he Senate wrangled over it for a long time
and finally passed a watered dovn employment bill and now the House has
passed even a weaker bill. The bill suggested by President Truman would
have declared it a nationallﬁolicy Lo&ﬁﬁgﬁige evary man and woman, able

and willing to work, .wi#th the opportunity of having a job where he could

earn a decent llving. The President's proposal would also have set up



- -

machinery by which a national inventory of employment would be made and plans

for making necessary increases in public employment would be made and submitted

to the President who in turn would submit it to Congress. But a majority of
the Senate and also a majority of the House did not like this legislation.
They said it smacked too much of socialism; that the government was going to
try to take care of the people, so they have finally passed a bill which
amounts to practically nothing except that it does reaffirm a principle which
actually needs ndngfirmation -- that we believe in private enterprise and
individual initiative. There is one saving feature of the bill as passad
by the House -- that is, that it sets up a cormission to make continued
study of employment and the prospects of employment. At least this will
give to the President and to the Congress the benefit of a serious study

the

of/fundamental problem of jobs.

I had a letter this week from a veteran in Putnam County which I

would like to read to you.
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From this letter, which is typical of many others I am receiving
and other Hembers of Congress are receiving from all over the country, you
can see that the problem: of jobs is staring the country in the face now --
not five years from now. It certainly is an indictment of our civilization
that it takes a war to give people jobs and sufficient income to have at
least some of the better things of life,

It was said a long time ago that money is the root of all evil. ‘hether
it is a lack of money or whether the love of money so blinds us to the
actualities of life that we are unable to see that it is our master instead
of our slave that causes us to be so stupid, I do not know; but to say the
least of it, the fact remains that we have the richest €ountry on earth

: are :
where there xx plenty of things to work with and plenty of things that
need to be done -- more roads nesd to be built, more homes, more school:houses,
more churches, bridges, air fields, automobiles, regrigerators, clothes --
there are a million things that nmed to be done, a million things that would
improve the lot of humanity if they were done, and yet Congress will not

even declare a national policy of full employment. Perhaps we ought to

o
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get down to bed rock and ask ourselves some questions. Let us discover
our ills and then make our system work in peace with the same efficiency

and drive that we have had during the war.
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ALBERT GORE COMMITTEE:
4TH DIsT. TENNESSEE APPROPRIATIONS

HOME ADDRESS:

CARTHAGE, TENN. Congress of the United States

Tbouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.
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ALBERT GORE
ATH DI1ST, TENNESSEE

COMMITTEE:
APPROPRIATIONS

HoME ADDRESS:

caRTiAgE, e Congress of the Tnited States

PHouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.
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