WISM Broadcast
December 9, 19L5

Good Morning, Friends:

We have seen a week of considerable political turbulence in the
Nation's Capital. The strain and striving over possible labor legislation,
the controversy %&cked up by General Patrick Hurley's resignation as
Ambassador to China, adoption of a Republican Congressional platform, the
Pearl Harbor inVGstigatioQ)to mention only the larger ones.
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On Tuesday)I attended a Committee meeting at which Mr. William Ureen,

President of the American Federation of Labor, lir. R. J. Thomas, President

of CIO's United Automobile Workers Union, Mr. Jhitney of the Railroad
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Brotherhood}and othergﬁdenounced all pending labor legislation as anti-
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4be-bidla. Meanwhile a bill embodying President Truman's recommendation was

drafted 2nd introduced and hearings will begin on the bill tomorrow by the
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labor Committee. There iqﬂalready reported from the lMilitary Affairs Committee

b

a much more rigidﬂbill and it seems to be the strategy of those who want to

£
force action by the labor committee to hold thisjas a threat.

The chances @@ that a labor bill will pass the House of Representatives
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before the Christmas holidays, but the chances of any bill which labor opposes

passing the Senate before Christmas is practically out of the question and
in fact, it is doubtful that one will pass before next July h}ax if ever,
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Only an aroused public opinion will foree any,legislation through the Senate
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After General Patrick Hurley had beared his charges before the Senate
Foreign Affairs Committee, Secretary of State James F. Byrnes came before

the Committee and took the wind out of Yeneral Hurley's sails, so to speak,
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in a smooth, thorough way. 3So the—chences«wars.bthet after a few more
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references to the matter in public print and on the radio, the storm will
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@&re outstanding development regarding the Pearl Harbor investigation
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should be noted. The proceedings before the Committee are considerably less
partisan now than in the early stages of the investigation. You will recall
that Republican SenatorssBrewster and Ferguson and Republican Representatives
Gearhart and Keefe were making charges right and left and were asking many

suspicioﬂs'arousing questions at thes beginning of the hearing. But since

hearing Secretary of State Hull, General Marshall, Admiral Richardson and
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all the other witnesses, the partisan flavor of the investigation has been

tempered,
No evidence has yet been shown to prove the thesis of those who
were seeking to establish in the American mind that President Hoosevelt
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had either contrived or acted in such a way 4@ actually, invite attack by
the Japanese in order to get us into the war. That thesis has been literally
blasted into nothingness and the Committee is now plodding along in a w-é &16G15§,
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routine investigation of a matter that haﬁpbeen investigated three times

before and I have an idea some people are not only disappointed mfx in the

findings of this investigation but are actually sorry that we ever had it
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An agreement was signed during the wesk between the United States
and Great Britain by which the United States agreed to a loan of approximately
four billion dollars to Great Britain. This agreement, however, must be
submitted to Congress and approved by Congress before it can become effective.
Former Secretary of State Cordell Hull issued a statement praising
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the actlon,statlng that a great need for the fu&%hep was fer world economic
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cooperation, wikeh, ks you know, it has been hds thesé&throughout his public

life that political action is in the final analysis based upon self interest

and that world political cooperation must be based on world economic cooperation,
It was announced night before last that the foreign ministers of

Great Britain and iussia and our Secretary of State would meet in Moscow

soon for a conference on fabuwwe control of atomic energy. This bodes for

good. The council of foreign ministers in London bogged dovm in disagreement
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an@athat the foreign ministers of the three great powers should be meeting
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SO soon is evidence of some @eproachment-toward agreement, True, thepurpose
of this meeting is announced as atomic energy control discussion, but that
is not the basic difficulty between Anglo-American and Russian foreign
relations. The real difficulty arrises out of unilateral action by the

United States in Japan, by Russia in the Balkans, and by Great Britain in

the Mediterrean and facific areas, The area of disagresment is rather laree
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for the purpose of discussing control of atomic energy.

Incidently, last Friday another leading American scientistitestified

B
before the Senate Committee that the United States could not hope to keep Sty

process
the pmssexzzian of developing atomic energy for more than a few months.

The Republican Party seems determined to wage a relantless campaggn

to capture control of Congress in 1946. To this.en%_ﬁepublican members of

the House and Senate did an unprecedented thing during the week when they
adoped,this far in advance of the Congressional elections next fall, a
platform or statement of aims. The Republican party like the Democratic
party has many differences and shades of political opinion and interest.

ff?When they got down to writing a platform to which they could all agree, they
found it must be stated only in gemeralities. #nd, of course, as is usual
in the making of a platform, there w=mxm was some dodging of issués, wordy
window dressing, and in some cases, a patented effort to get firmly on the
fence. When the platform was announced it received a merciless ribbing by

many editorials and political commentators. Actually, practically every

program which the platform endorsed is something which the Democrats are not

only for but zmme which under democratic leadership has{béen pat into effect.

Omm of the Washington mmzp newspapers said in an editorial that 80 percent
of the Republican platform could be endorsed by President Truman and with

better effect. In other words, even friends and supporters of the Republican
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party branded it as a "m#, too" proposition. Li%, @ can,bejparaphrased
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as follows: We oppose s}g)ntandlng firmly on the fence we are enphatically

apains keeping the Democrats g,
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