WSM SEPTEMBER 23, 1945

Good Morning, Friends:

We have witnessed in Washington a week of rapid developments bringing
cabinet changes, government agency shifts, an appointment to the Suppreme Court,
strike troubles bearing down upon the Capitol, passage of important bills in
Congress and,most important of all right now, the army, through General Marshall,
Chief of Staff, i i Congress assurances that the army demobilization program
would be greatly accelerated.

I remember when I was a boy seeing another boy place a coal of fire on
the back of a terrapin., The dry land teramapin, as you know, is slow, cumbersome
and akward, but when this coal of fire got jhot, he really got 353§g$§i§. This

oy abiniS LB what has beppead | adF”

reaindo—me—ot—whret Sm—heppeniws to the armyn&nd it's a good example of democracy
in action. It shows once mdbre that this is,a people's governmente. The people

have made their wishes known to Congress in no uncertain terms and Congress
Js‘-b vwvtl
in turn,-se—te—speak, placed the coal of firejon the backs of the army and navy
: sheein
and, like the,terrapin, they have got moving and have brought us agreatly
accelerated program of demobilization.

To join with me in a discussion of these important happenings of the
week, I have with me this morning one of my favorite colleagues, the distinguished
and able Congressman from Alabama, John Sparkman., Congressman Sparkman is one
of the leaders on the House Military Affairs Committee and, as such,he has
taken a leading part in bring about a Speedéﬂ up of the demobilization program.

It was on last Thursday that General Marshall appeared before “ongress

and announced the army's program. Congressman Sparkman, if you will permit me



T will address you in my customary way by calling you John. What is your

impression of the demobilization program announced by General Marshall?

SPARKMAN -- Well, Albert, I think General Marshall did a great deal to convince
Congress that demobilization is moving and is going to continue to move just

as fast as it can be done consistent with the welfare of the men themselges.
Let me explain what I mean by this. I served as service officer of my own
American Legion Post at Huntsville, Ala., for five years., I ran into hundreds
of cases where the veterans of the first world war were discharged without
adequate records being made. It was almost hopeless to try to get their

claims through regardless of how meritorious they were.

Early in this war Congress passed a law requiring the armed services to
give every man prior to discharge a thorough physical examination and to make
certain that his records were kmpkx complete. To do this takes time and that is
what I mean when I refer to it being done consistent with the welfare of the

men themselves,

GORE -- Do you think it wise that the army and navy have ykelded to the wishes

of the people as expressed through Congress in speeding up the program?

SPARKMAN ~- Well, of course, Albert, I think every Member of longress and the

people as a whole all want our boys out of uniform just as quickly as 1t can

be done,

GORE =-- General Marshall told us that the number of points which would entitle



—3_
men in the army to discharge would be lowered to 70 points on October 1 and
then to 60 points on November 1, and he further said that as men were demobilized
the points for discharge would be further reduced. I wonder, John, since you
are so familiar with this program, if you could give us some of the figures

on the speed up of demobilization since the surrencder of Japan.

SPARKMAN =- At the time of the surrender of Japan we were discharging approximately
11200 per day, kukx® by September 1, we had jumped to 9600 per day, and kmssy

there has been a continuous increase in the

number until today we are discharging about 17,000 per day. This number will

continue to rise until in December we shall hit about 25,000 per day. That is

the maximum number we can expect to do with the limitation in shipping and the

time element necessary for the men to go through the separation centers.

GORE =-- In speaking of these separation centers, John, I wonder if you won't
tell us Jjust what you and your Committee are planning to do in an effort to

further speed up the time &nvolved for a man to go through the separation centers.

SPARKMAN —- Well, Albert, the Military Affairs Committee has dividsd into
several sub-committees to visit practically every separation center now in
operation in the United States. The first group went out Friday.to visit

some in the New England and Easkxsm Fastern section of the United States.

Other groups will leave tomorrow, some Tuesday and the others within the

next few days., I personally am taking a group to visit Camp Shelby, Mississippi,

Camp Fannin, Texas, and Fort Sam Houston, Texas. We are leaving luesday and



o B
plan to spend a day at each separation center observing the work and trying

to discover any method by which it can be speededup still more.

GORE -~ How many separation centers are there?

s

SPARKMAN — Well we have about two domen in actual operation today. It was
the plan to use 26 following V~E Day. How that Japan has feXkmsaubag folded
up, we have stepped that up =k till within the next couple of weeks we will

have 181 in operation.

GORE -~ What are some of the things which the army, under the laws which we have

s ' Fe ta oo
passed, must do for scldierf it the separation centerg before sheyca®e handed bhedr

discharge?

SPARKMAN -- One of the most important things is that he must have a thorough
physical examinatibn, and records must be completely filled out. #nother

is that he must be advised of the various rights that are secured to him under
the law as he returns to civilian life. He is paid is first installment of

his muster out pay. All pay accounts, ineluding travel home, savings account,

financial records of every kind, must be checked.

s

GORE -- General Marshall, you will remember, told us that at first it required
18 days to process a group of men through one of these separation centers or

discharge camps, but that it had been stepped up to about 2Ly hours, Now, John,

let's go back a little. The bulk of our men are now overseas. The mere

physical job of transporting them back home over thousands of miles of

ocean water will necessarily require a period of months, How does our



-5 =
program of home shipment now differ from the program the army had after Xhmx

world war 1%

SPARKMAN —= Following the last World War it was possible to bring our forces
back in whole units. In the first place, we had only two million men overseas
and all of them in one area, whereas now we have abouf six million scabtered
all over the world and in litérally hundreds of islands.

Due to the fact that we started this movement while we were still at

war and due to the ki

% bigness of it; a system of priority is
used now so that those men with the longest and most arduous service are given

preferencial priority in being brought back home.

Another factor, Albert, in the last war we left only a handfull of men

R i OAS :

as an occupation army, weeeas this time everyone recognizes the necessity of

with
our staying in the conquered countriss/more than a mere token force.

w2 g
ALBERT GORE -- Well, I gather from what you say, John,ﬂ s Y& feel

that both the army and navy have finally developed a much more satisfactory
program than they had when Congress reconvened three weeks ago. Of course,
there have been some extreme speeches made on the floor of Congress.

s gt

men have demanded that every body be discharged immediately but, by in large,

Some

Congress has taken a sane position; that position being that since the war
A s
was over and there wae no longer any need for the retention in the service

of mmexkmmmm several million men, demobilization should be speeded up and

men discharged, as you sald a moment ago, just as rapidly as it can be done



-
consistent with the welfare of the men themselves.

Well, John, when we started’gg; I hoped that we could discuss the
appoinﬁment of Senator Burton to the fuxp Supreme Court, the retirement of
Secretary of War Stimpson and the appointment of Judge Patterson in his place,
as well as the Senate passage of the unemployment compensation bill and the
House passage of the voluntary enlistment bill, but I find that you and I
are about like our people at home seem to be -— the biggest thing on our
minds.is.demobilization,

SPARKMAN ~- May mm I butt in to say as well as the volumm of mail on our
desk.

GORE =~- You are exactly right and that is the news o° the week from Washington

as we see it

THE END
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