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WSM, FEBRUARY 13

Good Morning, Friends:

The developpients in Washington during the week ending ygsterday ‘4"‘J;‘“
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The Senate passed the soldiers vote bill providing a uniform Federal
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ballot by a very close vote. There was bitter debate and yranéféd feelings

o

over the guestion. Opposition to thsﬂbill, hl-airasssunporded-by-the.
Administeatien; came from a combination of a majority of the Republicand
and Southern Democraﬁééenators. The House haq previously d?{fﬂiﬁd the
Administration's plan for a uniform Federal ballot and had passed a bill
recommending that the state provide state ballots. So, instead of ending the
fight, one might say it has started all over again. The bills,—whiech-passed
the two -heuwses,, differ very widely and conferees representing the House and

(o Gk e /{m e Lo jn.,“mu P 7/]&“ wetdd
the Senate have been app01nted]uyA ma jority of the conferees representing
the Senate will favor a uniform Federal ballot, while a majority of the
conferees representing the House are opposed to a uniform federal ballot
and are in favor of trying to send the ordinary state ballot. So, there is a J*Ia“’l
likelihood that the conferees may not be able to agree. In any event, both
the House and the Senate will have to vote upon whatever recommendation
comes from the conference committee, because before any bill can pass Congress,

1t must pass both the House and the Senate in identical form. As I see it
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any soldierg vote bill that comes out of this conference committee without
a provision for a uniform federal ballot, at leass for the men who are
serving overseas, would be an advertisement to the servicemen everywhere
that a large percentage of tﬂem will have no practical opportunity of casting
their vote. Of course, other members of Congress feel very differently.
Many say that if the War Repaximemx and Navy Departments will just turn their
hand to it, the ordinary state and local ballots can be carried to the
servicemen everywhere and brought back in time to be voted in the election.
This would put a very heavy burden upon omr transportation system. For
instance, the list of candidates in the State of New York, which was prepared
by the New York State War Ballot Commission, is a book of 900 page printed
pagesw.bigger than mmonotizmgomaiix  a mail order catalog. Let us say this

(ad
ballot is to be sent to halgkmillion soldiers overseas. Think of the number

ylassst 4 lt“
o;f.‘Aships it would take, not only to carry’Et over but to bring (i& back.

But more than that, the soldiers must first send in an application for a Qe
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A state ballot. So, that's an additional mailing. And another thing, how would

this ballot be printed in time to be mailed to the soldiers, voted and

" bt
returned to his hone precinct.before the election is over..Phit-guestion

wf” !
—earises-beeasasBR the candidates of the respective parties are,determined prill

<3 ik
. - w
gg the State primarieg, some of which are held as late as September, and

one or two, I think, s®e-edd in October.
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These are just some of the reasons why many membersof the Hduse
and Senate and many people over the country have felt that the use of a
uniform federal ballot, sent in the same form to all places where troops
are concentrated Zmodhexwwkfeazik¥ex is the only feasible method of
giving a practical opportunity to servicemen and women, ezpecially overseas,
to vote., ¥ All‘that this would entail is that the Federal Government would

to the soldiers

prepare and distribute/py airmail,this simplified uniform pallot for Federal
offices; then collect the executed ballots; bring them back to this country;
and tlsn turn them over to the election officials of the respective states.

o 9 |
Congress should not say to the men and women in the armed forces that thﬁF~L;?{”d”
afe unwilling to m take this minimum step to protect their right and opportunity
to vote in the important elections this fall. There is the constitutional
question, of course. But the Supreme Court has repeatedly said that the war
powers inherent in the Congress and the National government are very broad.

In its most recent interpretation of war powers, the supreme court said that
the war powers were broad enough to wage war successfully and that this power
did not stop with repulsing the enemy on the battle field but that it went
far enough to protect members of the armed forces from injury. Congress has
moved to protect members of the armed forces from civil injury, and it

ghould “protect them from the loss of their franchise and the opportunity

of exepcising it. It is easier to say this, though, than it is for Congress

to do it, as has been demonstrated by the weeks of wrangling and fightbng
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over this issue. As I said on a previous “unday morning, this question has
¢ Es qi
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become a hard political issue, which it should never have been. As a result
of this, the outlook for final passage of a bill providing a practical
opportunity for a great majority of our servicemen to vote is still dark.

The House and Senate conferees finally reached an agreement on the
controversial provisions of a tax bill. This conference report was adopted
by both the House and the Senate and sent to the President's desk, but not
before 101 votes were cast against it in the House as a manner of protest.
There is some speculation that the President will veto the bill. It purported
to raise about two billion dollars. But it had other featurgs in it which very
nearly nuflified this alledged incregse in taxes. 5o, as a revenue raising
measure, it ia a puny effort in war-time taxation.

Another objection which many entertaindto it was that it let down some

bars in the renegotiation law, which opens the way for more war profiteering.

Along side this weak tax bill, the House passed a big appropriation
bill. An economy gesture was made by the Republicans who offered amendments
to reduce the size of the appropriation by a small amount. This was defeated
by only a one-vote margin, but even had the reduction been adopted, it was

inconsequential and, at best, was intended only as a gesture toward economy.



