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On last Thursday eveningﬂthe House of Representatives passed
and sent to the Senate a bill to extend the Reciprocal-Trade Agreements
Program for two years. This, as I see it, was a marvelous victory
for civilization and sanity. If the Senate will also pass the bill
without crippling amendments it will do much to convince the nations
of the world that the United States is willing to cooperate with other
nations. economically and politically. As I tried to say last Sunday
morning en_this program our whole political appeel to the nations of
the world, or-as—some people-call-it-pelitieal-effensivey has been and

is being based upon the fundamental pr1n01ples inherent 1n th3 B901procal-
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one amendment was adopted, which made the exten31on“%wo years 1nstead

of theee. The usual isolationist amendments were offered, but it is
heartening to know that they were defeated by sizable majorities. Opponemts—
of~the bill-sought vainly to tripple the-act-by-these-amendments, One
amendment on which there was a hard fight would have required that no

article be permitted to enter the United States at a cost lower than it

could be produced in the United States. That souds good at first

blush, but come to think of it-- why would anyone ever buy a watch made
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Government has i%uaehed a subsidy program. By this the Government
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intends to pay a part of the people's grocery bills? In other words,

the subsidy will be paid to the processor in order that the retailcprice
of foods can be held down to the consumer. At first the Administration
wanted to pay the subsidy to the farmer, but the farmers of the country
- and their Representatives in Congress said that the farmer did not want
ol
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+t0 be subsidized--all he wanted was a fair price for his produce in the

markets and he would do his utmost to feed the nation and our Army, and

our allies too if possible. So the Administration was balked in this.
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They now turn to a subsidation of the processor or the middleman.
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wholesaler or processor, money will be used which Congress has allocated

to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, familiarly known as the RFC.
The RFC has enough maoney to finance such a program for a

while but eventually it must come to Congress for more money if the

program is to be very far-reaching. So Congress will eventually have

its say on this question as it always does on all matters requiring
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Prime Minister Churchill is again in Washington with his staff.
This is further evidence of the close relationship between Brittain and

the Uhited States. He comes after the victory in North Africa and before
:_f—",

Ta
g GALY
¥ ‘t.‘&
Y

impending action in other areas is unloosed. There are)immediate
problems of general policy pressing upon the President and the Prime
Minister. So in may ways the fifth Roosevelt-Chruchill session may be

the hardest. May it also be tﬁe most successful,
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