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GOOD MORNING, FRIENDS:

As this series of broadcasts proceed, various members of Congress
will be asked to participate. Tennessee's newest Congressman, the
Honorable Percy Priest of Nashville, is in the studio and has consented
to give us a new man's impression of Congress.

Congressman Priest . . .
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Thank you, Congressman Priest, That was fine, and you are right Aoe et
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in saying that this new Congress is determined:w};t'certain};$§;;es
momentous decisions in the eventful, tragic weeks and months ahead.

As it began shouldering its responsibility, Prime lMinister Churchhill
said in England that "the whole future of the world and the civilization
founded on Christian ethics" depended on relations between Britain and
the United States. In practical effect, he said that without the

cooperation of the United States, the British Empire could not win.
In considering who will win and who will lose and its effect upon us,
it must be emphasized that this war is not going to be lost or won in

the Balkans, in North Africa, or in Spain, Conflict in these areas

may have important bearings, may even be turning points, but the decisive
theater is the Island of Great Britain and its surrounding waters; and,

we in America who believe that our security from war depends on a British
victory must fully realize that the decisive period will perhaps be within

the next six months or maybe less.
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In his annual message on the state of the union the President fully

analysed our danger. He was not only speaking to the Congress which was his

immediate audience. He was speaking to the American people, and more

than that, he was speaking to the world - to strengthen the morale of the

fighting British and to bring a ray of hope to those millions of oppressed

human beings in conquered nations. It seemed he had a little touch of

his former Chief, Woodrow Wilson, when he looked beyond the conflict and

projected himself and this country into the peace which we hope and pray

will soon come but which the President said could only come in a lasting

manner through victory over aggression and tyranny. One could see the

hand and the genius of Cordell Hull vhen the President spoke of an

eventual world-wide reduction of armaments and the working out of economic

understanding between nations which would secure to every nation a

healthy, peace-time life.
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If there was any lingering doubt that the President intended
to throw the full weight of this nation into the balance, then it
must have been removed when the so-called Lend-Lease Aid Bill was

presented to the Congress on Friday.
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gauge reaction to the bill. It is seldom that Congress is so stunned
as it was when this bill, with its breathless sweep of authority,was
presented. If the bill is enacted as introduced, it will constitute
one of the greatest grants of authority ever extended by Congress to
the President, either in peace or in war. Most people interpreted its
terms to empower the President to transfer the whole or any part of
our navy or our army equipment or any other article of defense, in
whole or in part;]to any nation defending itself in accordance with
any terms satisfactory to the President. The bill defines as a defense
article any weapon, munition, aircraft, boat, machinery, facility,

tool, or any material necessary for manufacture or repair. It gives

authority "to sell, transfer, exchange, lease, lend, or otherwise dispose
of to any such government any defense article." In-rererd-te-ilhe-terms,
The Act states "the terms and conditions shall be those which the
President deems satisfactory, and the benefit to the United States

may be payment or repayment in kind or property or any other direct

or indirect benefit which the President deems satisfactory."

t i; a little early to aggurately“_-
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_took the Republicans-to-tabkdfor their failure to applaud. @f=eeurse,.
shemdicndtmsaypliappland!=but-that!s-whatedt-amounted“bos - This created

_a little furor with the Republicans. Representative Hoffman, a ready ..
—and-nimble=tongued Republican from- lichigan; -said, "The First Lady's
~statement-seems to-me=thal not only are we denied-the-right-to-disagree

~with the President, but-now must applaud what he has to say."  Regardless
-of—the—Jack ofgpplause—andagreement on the part -of - Congressman--Hoffman,

the-great-majority of Congress~and the-country-both-applauded and agreed.

On Wednesday, the new Congress was given the President's Budget
lMessage. SEVENTEEN AND ONE-HALF BILLION DOLIARS. When that figure was
read, one member whistled almost out loud. But this seventeen and one-

half billion,unprecedented in peace-time as it is, is not all that is to
¢ eP!!’:
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be asked of Congress. Im-addition_ to.that.will-be-a-few-bitlien-and

hundred.millié al appropriations wiich will be-asked-for
-by-the-Executive. Department during the-eourse of the Congress;-and-in-
addition-to-that-there.will be.the.billions-of -do11ars Necessary. to=

financeﬁxhgllggg;;ease"aid to Britain program presented to Congress-in

anether-message. by the President-on-Friday.
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Sentiment-is-rising in-Congress-to-curb strikes on defense industries

_and_te—euwrb—amyother interference with an expeditious-handling-of-the .
program,. The workers who feel that they are imposed upon would perhaps
“feéI"that—theymwere—receiving less imposition if they would consider-the
work-being.done by.President-Roosevelt...He.is.moving swiftly. Frankly
acknowledging to Congress on Monday that he was not satisfied with the
progress of our defense program, he thereafter announced the appointment

of the office of Production lManagement with full authority to direct our
defensive program. William Knudsen will be the Director and Sidney Hillman,
the Labor Leader, Associate Director. Strange though it may seem, both of
these men immigrated to America from Europe in their early years. There
was some disappointment that the President did not name Knudsen as absolute
head of the agency, but everyone recognizes the President's love for labor

and his confidence in labor; and not only that, they recognize the importance
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'of having labors' enthusiastic support of thq*program. Both Mr. Knudsen and

Mr. Hillman are recognized as able citizens, and as long as they agree,
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nothing will be loquby giving both of them authority and responsibility,

and when they disagree, Franklin Roosevelt is still their boss.
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The Maritime Commission announced that it is proceeding to build
two hundred merchant vessels under the program announced by the President
a few days ago. In announcing the program, the President said that it was
perfectly obvious that so much shipping was being deéstroyed during the war;
that there would be a great need for vessels after the wer. In all probability,

however, dbsisnhopedsbhest the ships will be used much sooner than ‘after
W.af“"

the war. Again,athe President is looking toward a world ‘after the war

not
and in that world he is/minimizing the importance of the United States.

w M
> Greafkgrltaln relented and has said she would let some American supplies
ondn-
goAto the starving people in France and Spain. This came as a soothing

: . g .
antidote to a Congress st bewildered _resolved and determined to
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preserve for America a society in which the milk of human kindness oansi, ¢ o T
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Yo flow and in which ’@ love and tdmm sympathy for mm&a-a
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~FundarenbadeaospeRsdbadaty Thisﬂis the first flash of hope that has

come out of the whole mfirky mess in many horrible months. It shows that in *-
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heart ~
— ~~~ the Christian mxa, even in the midst of mass murder, there is still room

for mercy.



. . Copy of Radio address

I am grateful for the opportunity of sharing this program
with my Collegue, Representative Uore. I appreciate also the privilege
I have of giving te you my impressions as a new MMember of Congress.
Although, I have studied govevrnment and tis procedings
of Congress as a newspaperman for fifteen yeurs, I find that there
is quite a difference in looking on these things from a detached

viewcoint and in being a participant.

I am suve that I felt clossr to the art throb of this

of the House of Representatives and ok the cuath of office aduminister-
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atives impresses me a5 being the
greastest representative 00Uy in all the world toduy., o Democracy
of the House is refreshing in & period when represontative govern-
ment has héen erushed in so many other pluces. iere i8 a group of
four hundred eand thirtyfive members electad evory teo years in

thelr resyactive districts and who reprssent oune hundred thirty

two millione of people, Lefore whom, their every asct and word is
held up for review and aporaisal. I had known, es a&ll of us know it
but I had never fully appreciatec 1t mors, experisnced the real feel-

ing of 1t until this week. Again, I have been imnressed as & new

Member by the sericusness with which & grest mejority of House Members

assume and attempt to discliarge their duties and responsibilities
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‘Perhaps there have been tines wien Vongress sypesred to move more
slowly than circumstances seemed io wurrant but for the most part
Members impress me a8 genuinely and geriougly conscious of the re-
psonsibilities they heve ussumed, Az a new Hdember of Congress I am
sure that L share with all other new members & sincafa appreciatiocn
for the help given by the older members of the House, Without
exception the older members ﬁave been willing and eager to help

"ireshmal® Congressaen get the—gmwound under their feet and to

tha siirld.  In order to apgreggate
Semers it 12 pecesssyy to he a

new Congres:sman
ame connection, I wish to express uay daei sersonal
appreciatioly) to every democratic Member of the ¥smnesses Cslegution.
Im ressions of my first week as & new Congressman naturally include
many things of a specilic and jercsonal nature and they also include
such broad thinge as the general atmosphere of the National Capitol
and of the Congress, In that category, of courss, has been the gruive
sense of the acubteness of these times and of the constant threat to
out demoerctic institutions. It wus with & realization of these con-
diticns thet & joint session of the House and Senate listened in
intense emgerness to the message of the Fresident last Monday. The

Chief Executive, himself could not be lighthearted as is iis custom

at many t1.es, but wue on the other hand very deliberate during the



greater portior of his address on the stute of the Union

and when ne warned agzinst those who would clis the witgs of the
imerioan Begle in order to feather their own nests, he clipped off
each word with deliberate stion and brought from the House

and the galleries the @ed applsuse of the entire address.

In thie atmols hich rises from the pgreat question of

on common ground and thut is the determination to make America so

strong that we may remaln the YLAND OF THE FREE AND T6E HOUE OF THE

ERAVE®.

J. PERCY PRILCT




