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Radio Broadcast, WSM, 
March 8, 1942 

Good Morning, Friends: 

A quiet tension gripped Washington officialdom throughout the week. This 

tension was born of the knowledge that American forces were engaging the enemy 

in mortal battle at widely separated points in the Pacific and that thousands 

of American boys were being convoyed across both the Pacific and the Atlantic. 

Though we know that these troop-carrying ships are being escorted and guarded 

with mighty naval units, we can not help but be anxious when we know that enemy 

submarines lurk beneath the surface and that their bombers soar the sky, loaded 

with aeadly missiles. This war is the greatest task that our navy has ever had . 

Indeed, it is the greatest task America has ever had. 

So many problems are pressing that it would be di fficult to select any one 

as the most pressing. fill"Oe:l:em-. But if one were looking for the most pr~ssing,.09-e, 

he would perhaps take that of transportation. To transport only one fully 

mechanized division, 1~ trains would be necessary - not 140 cars - 140 long and 

completely loaded trains . Let us suppose that this fully mechanized division 

-wqs moving from one of our Eastern cantonments to Australia. These 140 train 

then 
loads of equipment and men would/have to be loaded on to ships. But more than 

just the 140 train loads of men and equipment would be necessary. Supplies 

in vast quantities must go along with them. Not only supplies of food and clothing, 

but medical supplies, doctors, and nurses . Then, there is the question of 

gasoline to operate this mechanized unit when it reaches Australia . A modern 

mechanized force conslU!les staggering amounts of gasoline per hour when in action. 

~ - ~ ~ CM., 

--Australia~has been r eceiving her oil from the Dutch and British East Indies. 
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This supply is now u.rider Japan.ese control. All the oil going to Australia now 

$Ust go from this hemisphere except that which can be brought from the Asia 

Minor fields. But to go further 1vith this r1echanized di1d.sion, W'hen it is 

loaded on ships, plus many additional ships of supplies and naval vessels to 

guard it, it must sail 8,000 miles through dani;erous waters before it reaches 

Australia. The convoy can. travel only as fast as the slov:rest ship. It must 

take long routes to avoid enemy attacfs and it v1ill take nearly two months for 

the convoy to react Australia. The unloading facilities there are none too good, 

and t:C.is 1Ni l require considerable ti.u.e. Vfnen unloaded, these ships :must return 

by sailing again 8,000 weary Eiles. 

Another tin1e-consurning difficulty arises in conr1ection vd. th airplar1e shipment .. 

Yihen planes are shipped by boat, they must be dism01mted and crated. vn1en they 

arrive at their destination, they must be l.L7.Crated and reasserr.bled. At :many of 

the destinations, there is not the trained labor or machinery for reassembly of 

the planes. Therefore, it becomes necessary, in rrta"ly cases, to send trained 

labor vr.L th a shipload of' planes. 

These few details of our tremendous shipping problem #1,. are given to illustrate 

the magnitude of the task~ Kany people iT.Ci te in to Washington inquiring viny it is 

that we have not put enough r.:en and equipment in Java to check the enemy tide. 

Perhaps they fail to appreciate the enormity of the task~ It can not be done 

over night. 

Vichy France surrendered Indo-China to c.,Tapa.ri and Japan had a year and a half, 
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with peaceful water through which to sail, to concentrate her f orces in Malaya. 

For her attack upon the Philippines, Japan concentrated her forces on Formosa,. which 
~~~~_.c4 

~~~ + ~ ~ .. .,..~,.-46111• . 
is only an over- night run from the Philippines. Large numbers of our troops have 

now r eached points in t he Pacific and also across the Atlantic. No figures can 

-be given, but it can safely be said t hat the number could be written with no less 

than 6 figures. The knowledge that our men were on the hi gh seas and in particular 

areas wherein contact wit h the enemy was imminent, the knowl edge that our planes 

wer e engaging the eneiey in the air over Java, t he knowledge that our naval task 

forces with their carrier basei planes were on the pro~l and maneuvering for attack 

could not but create high tension, a nervous anxi ety. 

The s entiment to cut to a mi nimum all gover nmental expenditures,save those 

~ 
necessary for t he war, is gaining~headway in Washington. The House spent a week 

battling over an agriculture appropriation bill. One young member from Okl ahoma, 

Representative hlike Monroney, made a determined fight t o cut down on the travel 

expense account of i~I Department of Agriculture employees . He pointed out to 

the House that the bill contained a total of 16 million dollars for travel, and 

almost every time a new page was reached in consideration of the bill, he offered 

an amendment to r educe the amounts allowed for this purpose . The Farm Security 

Administration was under fire . Substantial reductions were made by the House in the 

bill . These will very likely be restored by the Senate . The Senate was in recess 

most of the week, though they have not yet ever considered t he Smith Anti- Strike 

bill. This bill, which r epresented an effort to writ e a definite l abor policy 

for the war period, was passed by the House by a 2 to 1 vote last fall, but the 
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Senate has shown no inclination to even consider it. 

The provision forbidding t he Department of Agriculture from releasing its 

huge st0cks of agricultural commodities at less than parity was a point of con-

siderable controversy in the agriculture bill. There is no question but that t he 

Department can break and beat down the market by dumpi gg these huge surpluses on 

the market. And t his is exactly what the Department has been doing. The farmers 

have been promised parity prices f or many years. We have been appropriating huge 

sums of money to make parity payments to farmers . And, indeed, the appropriation 

bill which has been i n controversy for a week carries provisions for parity payments 

to farners . The farmer has said that he would prefer t o sell his products at a 

parity price rather than accept payments from the Treasury of the United States. 

-i'tf--m'de-1: Lha b he l'f',ight have par ity_ Many people have tried to picture t he farmer, 

the farm Representatives in Congress, and the farmers• org=~~~~ !iv 
. .---0 ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ 

2:r-~~ ~ ~ 11-; -:..._ .I-;--"" hoggish because they want parity prices. It cer ainly seems t r ange for the 

Department of Agriculture, which is supposed to be working in the interest of 

agricul ture, to take the position that it is better to appropriate taxpayers money 

i n order to make parity payn1ents to the farmer in order ii/#~e that the fanner 

~ay get parity when, in fact, the farmer could now get parity prices if they would 

V 
just let him along.. Agriculture prices should not be allowed to go too high . This 

would not be in the interest of the farmer or the country. #~ There should be a 

ceiling on the price of agriculture commodities, but in fairness and in justice to 

the farmer, who incidentally works harder and longer than anybody, if a ceiling is 

~ -
~ 

to be placed upon him, it should be placed~upon wages, salaries, commissions and 



- 5 -

profits, rents, etc . There are two sides to every question . No matter how thick 

or how thin you saw a board, it has two sides . 

Leon Henderson, a member of the ~ar Production Board, who has charge of 

al location and rationing, dramatized the shortage of rubber by appearing before 

a Senate Investigating Committee and stating that most of our 30 million automobil es 

/('~ 
would have to do without tires when their present ones are worn out . '• will 

certainly bring about a change in Amer ican life. "V{e have become so accustomed to 

going swiftly from here to there while comfortabl y sit t i ng down, that it is going 

to be painful to either stay at home or travel less conveniently. The American 

standard of living is being reduced, and it will be redided much more. We must go 

,ti thout not only things made of rubber, but we must conserve all necessary rrnter ials 

to pr osecute this war . Until the forces of aggr ession and enslavement are cr ushed, 

our standard of living will be cont inually lowered . If Germany and japan are Ir 

not crushed, we will have to continue for years and years to spend the bulk of our 

income, not upon roads and highways and school houses and churches and community 

upbuilding; not upon education,sr-enlighterunent; not upon radims
1

.s.ad refr igerator s , 

conforts and conveniences to make life more abundant and enjoyable for mankind, 

but upon military production. As long as Germany and Japan stay on the prowl9 As l ong 

as they are a threat to the independence, the freedom, and the very existence of 

our~, we must spend our rr.ight upon war production . There are some people 

who would have us withdraw our forces to our ovm shores and dar e the enemy to attack 

us . We could repel the attack. Bµt~what this ~~uld mean . It would not mean 

the end of war. It would not mean the end of scarciti es . It would not mean 
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that our young men could qui t serving in the army. Not at all. It would mean 

that we would be permanently saddled with the burden of war and fear of attack 

+~,f 
and that we -rould permanently devot7\our substance and our national life to military 

ends. In an effort to cause our peopl e to demand that our forces be concentrated 

here at home, the enenzy- will ltftt1 l¢~%t~~//tl/lt~~/¢#/ continue to send their 

~~ 
submarines to our coastline and perhaps/lO'lil.rl cities Yrill soon have a ir raids. 

The people of Washington would not be greatly surprised to have a bombing raid 

most any time. It may not come, and then it may . In pr eparation for this, 

~ashington had a blackout during the week. It was only a trial blackout, of course, 

but it was a successful try- out . One could scarcely see a light in a city of a 

million people for an entire night . When the siren moaned its doleful wail at about 

8 o'clock, a brightly illuminated city suddenly turned into darkness. This con-

tinued until 6 o ' clock the next mor ning. Families either t urned out their lights 

completely or gathered together into rooms, the windows of which had been completely 

darkened . Although it was only a try- out, the fearful wail of the air raid siren 

sounded a note of realism. Although we had told our little girl that it was a 

play game, it was quite too real for her and she tuned up ~ cr¥"and said : 

"Daddy, are the Japs r eally going to get us?" 

No, ~=:'the Japs are not r eally going to get America. Nor are the Huns . 

America is free and brave and strong,and though the enemy stabbed us in the back 

while talking peace, we are not down 
,-- . ·~ 

and we are not out . ~ and figl.t J 

--· 2 ~ ,bf 
.:::+--fi gttfi1;22ntil t:iate SRQJ;JF i s cnsbed 1,09 :eeit.he!!! ~he. Hmm 1101 bhc di~s ~ll.¥ 

~ T" ~ / ~ ~...vt.-- ~ 
~ell ~s.. ~~ ~~~ 4/'~ ~ ~ r;:;. 
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