
RADIO ?RCGP,A1£, "\:T .. S .. M. January 25, 1942 

-Good Morning, Friends: 

On the day before yesterday, the House passed the largest single army 

appropriation bill in histor~..-- A 12~- billion dollar measure devoted almost 

exclusively to advancement of the nation 1 s bid for ultimate air supremacy~ 

tBn a record vote of 389 to 0-4' The neasure appropriating funds for procurertent 

\, 
of 33,000 aircraft was ser.t to the Senate./ The bill contemplates an integrated 

program for the procurement of airplanes, facilities for production, co~~~unication 

and signaling equipment, armor and arm.or devices, ammunition and other devices 

for their operation in coo.bat or training~ This bill will rr,.ake a total of 

ar.,proxitr..ately 84 billion dollars in appropriations and contract authorizations 

for "?Jar purposes .. But this is only a beginning. No one can foretell the 

effect upon 01;.r econor;;,., both r.ow and after the war, of such great expenditil!'es ~ 

Congress may fear the effect,, but it has !lD choice.,) The Constitution imposes 

upo;i Congress the duties of and supporting armies, providing and 

and 
r:mintaining a na\7;/providing for the calling forth of the n:ilitia .. Therefore, 

Cor:gress, with the approval of' the whom it represe~ts, is proceeding 

to appropriate funds necessar:;r to win the war. The bill wi-rieJe-,paswd, 

Trid&y involves the greatest dislocatio~ of industry, the greatest program 

of readjustment and conversion uf indmstries in the econonlic development of the 

Tlith dispatch. T-he est,imates .. 

enormcus appropriatiarr bill carrce'° to the Appropriation Co"rcittee on 

The magnit1.:.de of the bi2.l its 

relationship to those e:xpenditures whicl: are in store for us can be n;ore fully 
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fact 
appreciated by reflection upon the /ff/it that this bill ·..vas for one single 

branch of the service - the air force. The value of air power has been demon-

strated in every theater of war. If we had these 33,000 fighting craft now, with 

the pilots trained to fly them and other facilities for their use, Singapore 

could be saved. Indeed, McArthur and his men could be saved in the Philippines. 

All Americans thrill at the courage of the !tmerican soldiers under McArthur 

who, though hemmed in and cornered, are fighting back like tigers against an 

overwhelming force.> Courage, patriotism, and morale are great forces . They 

are a necessary component of the forces of victory, but courage and patriotism 

in and of themselves can not win a war. They must be implemented. We realize 

today that another necessary component for victory is the fastest, the best 

equipped, and the largest nu.mber of airplanes. We have the resources in America 

to build the necessary planes to have supremacy of the air. We have bhe ra1gest--

~f)f}-ly;-o£.-r-a-w-ma-ter-ial:'8-i1'l- thB· ·1rorld;- we - have- ..the _larges.t....n:umb..er-.oL...tr.ained--

~t--.e-ff.i,cj_.en,t;-m~-m~e-t-i·on·'":faetor-ies-4..fl-.tha..l'IDr-l.d. 

And with these facilities we hope that we can - yes, we must - produce more 

~~ 
planes thailjour enemies combined . 

A necessary metal for plan~pf construction is aluminum. To make aluminum 

a huge quantify of electrical power is necessary. For the creation of power to 

make this necessary aluminum, an appropriation was carried in the bill for the 

building of Douglas Dam by the Tennessee Valley Authority. Engineers say this is 

the only dam of comparable size in the United States where power can be obtained 

by next year. 
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The entire automobile industry is disrupted. The factories must be con-

verted to the manufacture of planes and tanks and other implements of warfare. 

During the period necessary for conversion, the automobile factory workers 

will be thrown out of employment. President Roosevemt sent a message to Congress 

on last Tuesday requesting an appropri ation of $300,000,000 for unemployment pay 

to these men while they are out of work. Undoubtedly, their unemployment, which 

is forced by the government, will create much hardship . Unquestionably, the 

government should do all it can, under the circumstances, to alleviate this 

hardship. But the tardship arising from the stoppage of automobile production 

does not end with the factory workers. All over the United States, there are 

hundreds of thousands of automobile salesmen, garage owners, tire salesmen, 

filling station operators and employees, and others who will not only be 

t hrown out of work but, in many cases, vrill suffer bankruptcy because of this 

move which is absolutely necessary for war producti on. So, if benefits are 

to be provided for the factory workers while they are temporarily unemployed, 

benefits must also be provided for the other s, and the ones I have named are 

only a beginning. Let me read you a letter which comrs from a town in Tennessee. 

It says: 

( Insert letter) 

~ ~i 
(Jui, 

3-Q 

) 

(7~) 
I /) • 

,v,t.(,A.,...( 

' ·v'-' , J Qj.., l 

~ ~ 
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This letter -.rill serve to drauatize what is happening to thousands of 

small business men all over the nation. It is going to be difficult for the 

government to see that nobody sufi'ers. In fact, millions of people Ytlll suffer, 

vrhile, tragically enough, millions of other people will make a profit out of the 

war. 

It is such a pity that in the ver;,r beginning of this tragedy, 7/e could not 

have imposed a ceiling on profits, a ceiling on prices of all commodities, a 

ceiling on wages and salaries.• rents, etc. But no, the politicians vrouldn rt 

stand for it. And so ·we have up for final vote on Tomorrow :Ln the House the 

conference report settling the differences between the Senate and the House 

on a weak-h.--need, limber-neck price control bill which is u..'1.vmrthy of its name .. 

A great furor has gone up about the farm Representatives trying to place the 

ceiling too high on agriculture comrnodi ties. The farmers of the United States 

viTould have gladly accepted a ceiling upon their prices if ;t;,f. a ceiling had 

likevd.se been imposed upon other peopilie. So while the big city newspapers 

are condeming the farmer for being greedy, let them. first consider that there is 

no ceiling on profits in the bill, that ttere is no ceiling on wages in the 

bill., and then let them ask them.selves if they can blame the far.mer for trying to 

a:,:t (\ .c. ;:,•S.~ l</\,,(... ,;;,, -, ~-.L-l-t-1' 

get out frrn11 under the bill when : -i 1--. ~"'" , ~u;k"~·,.,.,J.~ 

The fair thing to do and the effective thing to do wnuld be to apply ceilings 

to all segments of our economy., straight across the board .. 
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A great argument has been under way about giving the Secretary of Agriculture 

the right to approve the price ceilings on agriculture com:cwdities. This is 

!:':uch ado about nothing. The Secretary of Agriculture is a;)pointed by the 

?resident and his tenure of office is subject only to the -will of the President. 

TL.e ?1 es id e nt has a pp D .2.rrted 1~ ..... E~~enci~'""tff,,,,"attf3:f.ffl·~·§':f,-,;,PfiC'e""·,,cror1t'r6":l:~~·•·ss· 

'l;lle Pre s i~t,,~-p,,&3'½<J'}y"',!fa'i.-"/t''iltra4'Pc~"0<>'&:h<l,,&ire,, hfu:!mzyp,.,,m"'bml~"li'l''~' '''lte'l'ic!'e'?sbn 

-tttro:"....,.~2£8~Wi0La118. Of course, Secretary Wickard will approve the agriculture 

price ceilings of Mr. Leon Henderson if the President tells him to; or else the 

President will appoint a new Secretar:,r of Agriculture who 1vill obey_-'his orders. 

So all of this fuss about the Secretary of Agrfuculture having the right to 

approve or disapprove agriculture price ceilings amou."'1ts to nothing. It's 

just something to fuss about, and perhaps make the farrner think he is getting 

somet!:ing ·which he isn rt. Certainly there should be a ceiling on agricultu~e 

cor12T1.0dities. And vrith equal certainly, there should be a ceiling upon profits., 

upon wages and salaries, and all other coIT.modities. After the war is over, we 

'Nill hear a great deal of talk and F3DY hot-air speeches about what we should 

have done to prevent another large crop of war millionaires. Perhaps after the 

American boys clean up on the Japs and the Huns, they will case home and clean up 

on the politicians vrho are too weak-kneed to do what they know oµght to be done. 

- and I hope they do. 


