
Good morning, Friends. 

WSM Broadcast 
September 27, 1941 

The Cre 2.tor endowed man with the in:mortality of intelligence. By the logical 

use of his re a soning power, man can discern truth. He can keep records of the past 

-~~ 
and by me2.suring and studying the story of humani~, he can speculate on the future . 

God gave us the power to know the past, but fortunately in many respects, he did not 

g ive to man the ability to unfold the future and ascertain the prospect of his hanli-

work. 

President Roosevelt and Secre tary of State Cordell Hull recommended the enact-

ment of the Neutrality Act . Congress acted favorably upon their recommendation . 

During the past week both the President and the Secretary of State recommended its 

repeal. This will precipitate a bitter fight in Congress, especially in the Senate 

where the unlimited rules of debate will permit the Isolationist Senators, Wheeler, 

Taft, Nye, Clark, Tobey, and others 1 to go their full length in verbal opposition. 

The issues around which Congressional debate will hinge are plainly disclosed in the 

facts relat~ to the sinking of the Steam Ship Pink Star, which President Roosevelt 

cited as pointing the necessity for this legislative action. 

The Pink Star was an American owned vessel, but she was sailing the se ~s under 

the flag o'1- the Republic of Panama. The Neutrality Act forbids an American ship 

-rl,.« ,,v: .;<, . 6.. ,( 
f lying ~at American flag to go into belli gerent waters which have been p!"B&pectei3. 

by the President. American citizens are also forbidden to travel upon a ship in 

these belligerent waters. Therefore, in order to do business,the owners of the Pink 

Star transferred the ship from American Registra~ to Panamian registrat~ and set 

s2.il with g oods for Great Britian under the Panamian flag . No American citizen was 

on the ship when it was sunk. 

The Isolationists contend that the Pink Star sinking offers a perfect illustration 

of the effective working of the Neutrality Act to the end for which it was designed, 

that is to keep the United States out of a shooting war . Those who advocate the repeal 
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of this provision of the law say that the free n a tions of the worla are engaged in 

a combat a gainst the most outrageous movement of all time and tha t the United States 

has adopted a policy of active defense ag ainst this spreading menace, coupled with a 

declared policy of supplying material aid to every n ation fi g hting a gainst this terrible 

wave of tyranny and enslavement. The Cong ressional advocates of repeal say the 

Neutrality Act is at cross purposes with the declared intent and purposes of the aid 

to Britian poli cy and in fact the aid to all democracies resisting aggression, a policy 

which is so succintly and ma~erially launched by the Lend Lease Act. 

A message from President Roosevelt asking for repe al or modification is expected 

within t he next few days. There are some provisions of the Act which the administration 

may des i re to keep and, therefore 1 the messag e may ask for repeal of cert-sin pro­

• visions or it may ask for the repeal of the entire Act,:;.ae 1e- e11actmenb of eert:aii;i. 

aeeeptaQll p»B¥ii~~- No doubt the President will ask for repeal of the provision 

which forbids the arming of American Merchant ships. Perhaps he will point out that 

m:im:i.x:itExx:m:fx:tkxxu11!i:xiiutxRxk:m:Jtxx:f:f:m::a:txx.s:i:J:X it is no longer possible to carry out 

the mand a tes of the Lend Leas e Act effectively while hampered with the limitations 

of the Neutrality Act. 

Of course, it would be a fa?'-fetched conception of impartiality to say that the 

people of this country have ever been neutral in the conflict which Hitler has unlosed 

upon the ,vorld. 

Representatives 

Certainly the American people are not neutral 
L,µ,.,-'' r;.u,_, 

~ 

willAso reflect the people's sentiment. 

now and the peopl&s 

After the Cong ress receives the President's messag e, administration bills will 

be introduced, Committee hearing s will be g in and the fi ght will start. Inde~A 

resolution c:e.lling for the repeal of the Act has already been introduced in the Senate 

by Tennessee's Senior Senator Kenneth D. McKella r. 



While a bitter fight on this issue is in the offing a Congressional fight OII'. 

prbce control is intessifying by the hour. Secretary Morgenthau appeared before the 

United States Banking and Currency Committee and recommended the enactment of the 
5,-uv. 1-1l c- ? 

administration pending price control bill . The Bill, if enacted would confer upon 
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President Roosevelt the authority to 4ix a ceiling or ceilings UP,on any commodities o-C,/ 
,:y l :;(,iw..,,_ ~ ..-'-'- 6--<--~f ~ ~~..,,_,_i.._ ~ -f;t,.cf ~~ £:-~? 

which he chooses. It would prohibit the fixing of any ceiling or limitation on 

salaries or wages. 

The farmer farrows his pigs, feeds them the corn which grows from the soil 

as a re sult of his labor and when the hogs are fat and carried to market, the price 

which he receives is the wage of his work ~ust as x~r«i surely as the salary check 

of a Com.gressman is hi s wage. 
. -~·--~ 

Several members of Congress a r e llrBkin~ that Thomas Jefferson•s yard stick of 

equal treatmen t to all and special privi lege to none be applied . Of course, people 

who draw salaries and wages and who anticipate r aises do not want ailf"' limit placed upon 

them,neither does the farmer who has had little chance to make any money for the last 

l.vv 
twenty years want a ceiling placed over the price of~ products, when for the first 

time in twenty years he has the prospect of selling his product, for a good price, 

thus receiving a decent wage. If the danger of in flation is sufficiently grave and 

serious to place a ceiling over the wage of one group , it is then serious enought to 

face all g roups ali ke ~ua.x••Y and treat all c iti zens fairly. 

Evei.ybody knows that deflation fol l ows inflation and everybody knows that the 

road down is a little harder, a little longer , and lot more painful than the intoxi-

eating ride up. We all know that in times of run- away pric es and in flated values, 

people incur deb.ts which they can not hope to pay even in normal times and with much 

less prospect when they are caught by the inevitable crash. 
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All of us ,'fho are of a g e 1ived throu g h the bankruptcy, the financial ruin, the 

heartaches, and desperation of the last depression . Indeed1 there are many sections 

of the country which has n o t ye t recovered from this catastrophe. The danger of 

in f lation is impending and if it is to be averted the Gov e rnment must move boldly 

and effectively.~ be effectiv/ It must app ly to all g roups alike and to say that 

no group shall bear its proportionate share of the economic burd en of defense is 

wholly andefensable. 

Con g ress and the President have the duty to act and act effectively and fai~ly. 

No Bill s hort of these stand ards is worthy of consideration. As priorities daily 

go into mo re efiective operation, more dislocation of our economy is wrought--more 

small plants throughout the countr y are being denied mat erials and thus they are 

having to close . 

This has increased pressure in the capitol for the spreading of defense contracts 

1 
and further sub-oontractrto r elieve this hardship. All over the country there are 

hundr eds ' of sma ll and medium non- defense plants which may have to close, because 

t :i. ey c an not ge t r aw mate rials which would deple te the supplies so b adly needed by 

the Apny a nd Navy an d by t he manufacturers who a re making planes, t anks, guns, ships, 

and ammun i ti on i . 

In these plants are hund r eds of thousands of wcrkme:iJ , experienced, g ood citizens, 

anxious to s erve the cause of Democracy and t heir country. The answer is of cours e 

to place defense orders in t h es e plants, bu t it is now as easy as it sounds. The 

little fellows a re certa i n ly having a toug h time, arran g ing to submit bids •• Their 

plants can 't afford t he technical staf fs necessary to even thoug h how to produce such 

complica ted items as are n ow required f or modern war fare . The Government se e s the 

problem and is tryi n g to get at it, 1tJi:ile awaxaing Gantreets to th- ~ts for 

s-hi p s , l en g F-a n ge OOl!HHH'-a, -aa-d so f ~.h--. 



-5-

The President and the OPM throug h the newly appointed set- up for this purpose 

have been WDrking out a plan fo r fur ther spr eading of defense work among the non­

defense plants . This is certainly vitally needed . 

More thought should have been g iven to this problem from the beginning. Members 

of the Hou s e and the S enate clamored for it, but they received only scant attention, 

as evidenced il by the few sub- contrac ts c r umbs which have fallen from the table 

of big I ndustr y , until pressure from unemployed people and dislocated communities 

began to be felt in Washington . 

P r esident Roosevelt has appointed one of the nation ' s top executives to cope 

with the problem . Let us hope he will be successful, let us hope that every 

productive unit in the United States will be u~ilized, because at the best we can do, 

'&e.c.a.u-s.e--when we exext our ful~, it isn ' t going to be too much to vouch safe 

this land of Fr eedom. 


