
Radio Talk - August 10, 1941 

Good ornina, FriendD: 

On Thursday, the United States Senate passed the bill uanting authority 

to the President to hold the draftees and other components ot the army in 

service for a year and a half beyond their prosent tem or service. The House 

de.tarred consideration ot tho bill Wlt11 the Sonate had finished wit.hit. 

Congressman Andrew Jackson May, Chain;ian of the power.tul lUlitary Affairs 

Comittee, llhich reported the leii-elation to the House, opened the House debate 

on the bill on last Friday. Cona1dorat1on of m:endI:lonts will begin tcmorrow 

with a final vote oxpected on Tuosd~ or -ednosdq. 

The F.ouao Bill p1-ovides for an indefini ta period of service. The Senate 

bill provides for a total service ot two and one half years. Acendclonta 111111 

be offered to the House Bill to lilidt the service to two and one halt yea.re, to 

limit it to two years, to a year and a half, etc. !Jany am4!Uldmente will be 

offered. So:lle lW t to the eervioe will likely be adopted. The bill faces 

a hard fight in the Houae. Thero ia much opposition even among Democrats. 

he Republicann are reportedly almont aolld in opposition. The odds, hol'lever, 

favor passage of the bill. 

The gentlo:-an mo 1s piloting and direotina the bill throu h t.~e House 

is the Clla.iman of the Uilitary Affairs Cor.mittee,. the Honorable Andrew Jackson 

~ - or Jack ~ay- aa he is a!tect1onately called b7 his colleagues. Cong:reatr.tan 

Congreae1onal 
lla.7, who represents the Seventh/District ot tentucky, 1a in the studio and has 

kindly consented to .favor us with a brief discussion of the bill. 

Congreasman l!a;v': 
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Ladies and Oentler:um of the P.adio Audienoo: 

There has been a lot of talk about this bill, and there will be a lot 

more, to th& ef' feet that oo::iebod7 has treated the draftees 'Wtfairl;- in that 

we propose to keep thee longer than t"81 -;re months. I do not think there is 

an;body ltho doe-snot deplore very r.iuch the need for putting anybody in the 

Arm;y. all deploro that. ;fe all hope that this einergoncy is goine to ond 

soon, but we all realize that our firet consideration ::?uat bf,t the de.fcns-o of 

this lfation. 

Now lot us see whether anybody hr..s been deceived about what the Congress 

was doing. One would suppose that• had some little obscure olaooe hidden 

a_,. in the dra!t bill llhich might permit us at sO?..e !uturo time to keep these 

boys oore than t1'8lve months. 

As a c.attor o! !act, tho vncy oentence that fixes tho 12 mont."w' time 

also propo:ros tbe axtonaion in caae the national 1ntereat i.s .inperiled. I 

YQuld like to road it; 

"Section b: Each iaan inducted under the provieions of subsection (a) 

shall serite for a training and nervice period o1' 12 consecutive months, 

unless ooonor discharged - except that \1t1enever- tho Congress has d-,olared 

that the national interest is itlporiled, such 12 .nonths• period .may be 

extended by the President to such ti.r-..e aa may bo necessary in ~he interest 

of national defense ." 
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This bill, logically and i."l contor.uty with tho Draft Act itselt, ~isaply 

declares that the national int.crest in itlperiled and authorizos the President 

to act in accordanco ~ith the provisions of tho original Draft Act. !! the 

national interost. is not 1rlperilea 

and billions of 1 

ductiou in order 

t?-..is nation in preparation to defend oursclv·oo? Ce1·ta1.11}J? the national intorest 

is :imperiled. our intorost 18 imperiled fro::i tho Pac1t1o side as 'l'fSll as !ran 

the Atlantic. 

Goner£ll George c. ltlrshall,Chiof ot s~r o! tho United States Anry, 

bu said that it io icperative to keep o'l.;l" a1iood torcoo intact. Inclaad, he 

has said the !ail.ure to do so tlight well involw "a national diotJ.ster. 0 I have 

enough confidence in tho sound, hard-headed cor..oon senGe and inherent patriotiaa 

of the membership of the House ot Representntiveo or the United states to 

believe that the7 are not going, either tor political or for other consideration, 

to disintograto, disband, a.,d de:::iobil1ze our nat1onal-dof'enso eetup in the raoe 

o! great peril. 

r;ow let uo oee where we aN and ithose counoel -, uro going to take. You 

kn,ew, a certain old t!M awuy back do\l?l t.ho centuries may have bad long hair 

and 11hiskors, but. ho -.as not n tool by aizy :neana. He aaid that 111n a z.:ultitude 

o! COUllHl thoro is ffl.BCOQ't; and they cal.lad him SolOCLon. ·a1iat are 1'8 f..,'Oing 
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to do about advico aa to operating and maintaining an arr:q? Are • 6()1.ng 

down-town and hunt a surgeon and ask hir.1 mother we have the rlght kind of 

~ or not? Are we going out on the pl.a1.ns to the ordinary farmer and ask him 

whether the Arn.y is what it ought to be to meet its _OPJX?Sition? Or are~ 

aoing to toke the sound, deliberate, and 11ell-cons1dered jud~nt ot tbe CM.et 

of Staff ot tho United States Army, a professional soldier. llbo knotrS -what ll9 

have and what TfO have not, l'lho kn01fl3 the defects, \11ho knows tha virtues and the 

power that he baa? Are we going to take bio advice or are -we going to listen 

to tbe high-sounding phrases of. 1'Keep us out ot war," and disregard the well-

grounded judgment and advioe ot men o! skill and experience such as our Chief 

or Staff and other Qilita.r.1 experts? Or are we eoing to listen to the fanatic 

who o.oces around and says, "You are going to got us into war," and that is all 

you can got out of bicl? mien I go to seek advice aa to \'hat q property 

rights are, I go to the best. la:wyer I can find . t'ilon I ant a soldier to 

tight., I want one that has boen trained the length ot time necessary to enable 

hill to understand the di!ficulties of tho operation of mechanized units he.re 

or a difficult piece of :aohinel"'J there. I want a soldier who ia seasoned and 

hardened and toilghened until he can march all day and fight all night. 1.f it is 

neceasary. I do not want a molly-coddle that is too !at and too heavy to move 

with action swift and prompt when the twe cw.eaJ I want a trained soldier, 

and I want him equipped. This is the ~aning ot this le&18lation - that we shall 

train then until they are equipped. Aro we g-oing to march raw regrui ts, like 
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'le did during the ltorld ni.r, to a battle .front for troining? Or are we going 

to train t~C!'! here in our om hottnland, in the great cantonaento '1il1ch w have 

built, eo the:,~· be prepared wen they aro called to go - trained in peace--

'tirr.e, instead of be£ore an onoordng, ruthl.Elas meohanued foo w.tth-powerf'ul 

s~ force? 

I! we have an ar:;,r,J 11.hich 13 in the sli.shtest. degree lees propared t}'ian 

our opponents, wo i::dght a.a well have no amy :it all; therefore, "lie .t-..avo t.c have 

the best anny in the ,world, the best equipped amy in the ffl>rld, and~ best 

trained army-, because i~ they are not t~~inedt th97 do not know how to fight . 

Let me call your attention to the fact t.hat tooay• :.i ,mr!'nro 13 not like it ffll8 

during the Civil .,-ar. Then it waG bayonetD and rL"le5. Tod~ it is ::nachineo 

and cotorued equ.ip:.:10nt a.,u1 toohnical things tr.at require skill a!!<J t-raininc in 

every direction. 

Everyono hopEs that our boys will not have to tight, but that decision 

rr.q not be ours to ?:11lke. F":.elgiwa did not mmt war. France did not want 

a.11other war but she had to .t'igb-t. Per ::ioldicrs lfflrc not trained for nodorn 

warfare and look mat happened to them and to Franco. Yos, l18 all want peace, 

but, as for me aI¥1 all other patriotic Amorioans, I reject the kind of Peace 

wt;ich France now has . The Stars and Stripes nust nover b<t trat:pled by the 

Dictator's heel. 

Thank you. 


