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Tennessee hosts

int’l conference
Meet includes Quilt display

by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

AIDS education specialists from around the world will
gather in Tennessee this week for the Third International
Conference on AIDS Education, to be held at the Stouffer
Nashville Hotel and the Nashville Convention Center,
September 10-13.

Sponsored by the International Society for AIDS Edu-
cation, organizers of “Changing Environments: Meeting
the Challenge,” expect more than 1,000 delegates to
attend the four-day conference.

In addition, some 2000 panels of the NAMES project
AIDS Memorial Quilt, which will have its final complete
display in Washington in October, will be on display at
the Convention Center during the conference.

Co-sponsors of the conference include: Vanderbilt
AIDS Project (VAP); Center for Social Exploration of the
Grubb Institute (United Kingdom); International Inter-
disciplinary AIDS Foundation (Switzerland); Carolina
AIDS Research and Education Project, University of
South Carolina School of Public Health; Department of
Family and Preventive Medicine, Meharry Medical Col-
lege, Nashville; and the Brazilian Interdisciplinary AIDS
Association (Brazil).

“This conference will be another opportunity to high-
light AIDS issues and to raise awareness locally,” said A.

Gene Copello, president of the International Society for

AIDS Education.

Copello, assistant professor at the Vanderbilt Univer-
sity School of Medicine, is director of VAP and chair of
the board of directors of Nashville CARES, a local AIDS
services organization.

“AIDS is a multi-faceted problem,” Copello said.
“Hopefully, this conference will enable people to start
talking about the legal and ethical problems of AIDS,
along with the other basics of education and prevention.
It will give people another opportunity to do more

Both Memphis and Nashville will host gala benefit
performances of Heart Strings: The National Tour, a Broadway-style
musical review designed to raise funds for AIDS education and
services. The Memphis performance is set for Monday, September25
at 8 p.m. [phone (901) 458-AIDS for information]. The show will be
presented in Nashville Thursday, September 28 at 8 p.m. [phone
(615) 297-5425 for details]. — PHOTO COURTESY MARY DONNET, HEART
STRINGS NATIONAL TOUR

thinking.”

Run on the European model, the Conference will
provide structured and unstructured periods for net-
working and idea exchange as well as plenary sessions
delivered by experts in the field, according to informa-
tion from the Conference organizing committee.

Concurrent sessions will be classified into three
groups: research seminars, roundtable discussions and
workshops. In addition, corporations and organizations
will have displays at the Convention Center.

o continued on page 4

Tennessee campuses organize for fall

UT/Knoxville, Murfreesboro’s MTSU and Nashville’s Vanderbilt regroup

by MARK LAWRENCE
Staff Writer

Lesbian and gay student groups at
campuses around Tennessee, in-
cluding Middle Tennessee State
University, the University of Tennes-
see at Knoxville and Vanderbilt
University, are set to begin their ac-
tivities for the 1989-90 school year.

“We're just now getting started,”
said Cherrie Lefevers, president of
the MTSU Lambda Association in
Musfreesboro.

After the group’s first meeting on
Aug. 14, they will alternate each
week among business, social, edu-
cational, and “share” meetings.

“We're basically a social organiza-
tion,” Lefevers said, but added that

educational meetings have covered
such topics as AIDS and the legal
rights of homosexuals.

Recruitment will be an early prior-
ity for the MTSU group, she said,

including ads in local papers to in-

crease membership and create
“more enthusiasm” for the organiza-
tion.

At UT-Knoxville, Gay and Lesbian
Student Union President Tom
Jackson said that organization will
be starting with between 40 and 50
members this fall.

“People have had trouble finding
us” due to problems with the group’s
telephone line, Jackson said, but
those problems have been cor-
rected.

Besides its weekly meetings, the
UT group holds “one or two social
activities each month,” as well as
sponsoring other special events,
Jackson said.

Plans for this year include spon-
soring an AIDS awareness program
and co-sponsoring a performance
by gay singer/musicians Roma-
novsky and Phillips. Last year’s ac-
tivities included a benefit at a local
community center and a celebration
of Lesbian and Gay Pride Week.

In Nashville, the Vanderbilt
Lambda Association will continue its
efforts to have sexual orientation
included in the University’s non-dis-
crimination statement, according to
o continued on page 4

Openly-gay South African
activist visits Memphis
Black and White Men Together brings Nkoli

by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

Gay South African anti-apartheid
activist Simon Nkoli will be in Mem-
phis this weekend for a series of
events sponsored by the local chap-
ter of Black and White Men Together
(BWMT).

Nkoli, currently on a 14-city tour
of North America, comes to Mem-
phis from an appearance in Atlanta,
according to Irwin Rothenberg,
chair of the Simon Nkoli Support
Committee of BWMT/Memphis.

Nkoli will speak in an open meet-
ing Saturday from 4:15 to 6 p.m. in
the Memphis/Shelby County Public
Library’s main branch at Peabody
and McLean. Following that, what is
described as a “consciousness-rais-
ing” discussion group and informal
potluck dinner will be held at 7:30
p-m. Further information is available
by phoning (901) 726-1461.

Nkoli’s first visit to North America
follows months of delays and bu-
reaucratic snafus, according to tour
organizers.

“I anxiously, but with enthusiasm,
look forward to meeting and greet-
ing so many people throughout the
U.S. who gave me such strong sup-
port spiritually, monetarily and oth-
erwise during my detention,” Nkoli
said.

Nkoli was one of 21 defendants in
the notorious Delmas Treason Trial,

charged following revolts in town-
ships surrounding Johannesburg to
protest rent hikes imposed by local
councillors. Five councillors were
killed in the ensuing violence.

Refused bail by a South African
court, Nkoli was finally released in
1988 after he and nine others were
acquitted of the charges.

Since his acquittal, Nkoli has re-
mained unemployed. Throughout
the trial, he was denied both work-
ing and visitation privileges.

Organized by the Simon Nkoli
Support Committee of Mer: of All
Colors Together (MACT), the
Toronto Simon Nkoli Anti-Apartheid
Committee and the Zulu AIDS Proj-
ect, Nkoli's North American visit is
designed to enlighten lesbian and
gay audiences about the current
status of the anti-apartheid move-
ment in South Africa.

Nkoli is chair of the Gay/Lesbian
Organization of Witwaterstrand
(GLOW), a non-racial gay organiza-
tion.

“As we greet Simon, it is our re-
sponsibility to understand that his
struggles are our struggles and our
struggles are his,” said James Credle,
of MACT/New York. “This tour is a
unique opportunity for all people of
conscious who care about the inhu-
manity of racist, sexist and homo-
phobic behavior to join together so
o continued on page 4




Judy Eron, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Jim Siebold, PhD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Individual and Couples Counseling
615 329-1656

Kowalski Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Deborah Kowalski
Chiropractic Physician

108 Harding Place, Belle Meade
(615) 352-1234

ABBY R_ RUBENFELD

TTORNEY AT LAW

WATTS, UNDERWOOD & RUBENFELD
SUITE 150 / 2000 RICHARD JONES ROAD

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 87215
615 269-6778

Gay/Lesbian Therapy Group

for Information, contact
Steve Davidson, LCSW
(615) 391-0222
Dorothy Stockard, ACSW
(615) 360-7826

goa.n. %man——ésa[wzg , MS.N,,R.N.

* Counseling
* Reiki Therapy
* Visualization for Health

(615) 297-6995
320-8508

524 East Iris Dr.
Nashville, TN 37204

the haérschool

Limited enroliment.
Small classes.
For enroliment information call:
(615) 227-4457

People to turn to. -
Chattanooga Council on AIDS Resources,
Education and Services (Chattaneega CARES)
Box 8402, Chaltanooga, TN 37411
call (615) 266-2422
[ ]
aids Response Knoxville (aRK)

Box 3932, Knoxville, TN 37927
call (615) 523-AIDS
L ]

Aids to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC)
Box 40389, Memphis, TN 38174
M-F 3:30pm - 11 pm Sat, Sun 7:30pm - 11 pm
call (901) 458-AIDS
Answering service 24 homs call (901) 762-8401

Nashville Counml on AIDS Resources,
Education and Services (Nashville CARES)
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202
Education call (615) 385-AIDS For informaion on
individual or group counseling, call (615) 385-1510
L ]

Just like clockwork

Chattanooga

Sunaays
Metropolitan Community Church Worship service,
Unitarian Church. 7:30pm.

Mondays
Chattanooga CARES Closed support group. 6:30pm.
Info 615 266-2422.

Thursdays
Bay/Lesbian AA Open meeting. Unitarian Church. 8pm.

Jobnson City

Sunaays
Metropolitan Community Church Worship service,
7pm. Holston Valley Unitarian Church. Info 615 926-4393.

Knoxville

Sunaays
Metropolitan Community Church Worship service,
6pm. Corner Weisgarber & Lonas. Info 615 521-6546.

Monaays
aids Responsa Knoxville PWA Support Group, 7-
8:30pm. Info 615 523-AIDS.

Tuesdays

aids Response Knoxville Circle of Love family and
friends support group, 8pm. Info 615 523-AIDS.

Gay and Lesbian Student Union/UTK Weekly meeting.
8pm. Info 615 521-6546.

Knoxville’s Ten Percent Monthly meeting, 2nd Tuesday
only, 8pm. 1320 N. Central. Info 615 521-6546.

Wednesoays
aids Responss Knoxville HIV+ Support Group, 6:30pm.
Info 615 523-AIDS.

Mempbis

Monaays

Gay Alternative Hour Radio show, WEVL-FM 90, 6-
7pm.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Tuesdays

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30 and 8pm. Info

901 272-9549.

Wednesdays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Thursdays

-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
Support group. St. John's Episcopal Church, 322 S Greer.
1st Thursday only. Info 901 761-1444.
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30pm. Info 901 272-9549,
Into the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous)
Meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 276-7379.
Frigays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30 and 10pm. Info 901 272-
9549,
Seriously Sober (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Saturdays

Twisted Sisters (ACOA) Open iicating. Memphis
Lambda Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Sundays
Agape New Life Church Sunday School, 9:30am.

this ad appears as a public service of Dare

Worship service, 11am. Info 901 276-1872.

Holy Trinity Community Church Worship service,
11am. 1216 Forrest Ave. Info 901 726-9443.

Into the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous)
Meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. Info 901 276-
7379.

- Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open mesting.

Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Murfreesboro

Thursdays

MTSU Lambda Support group for lesbian and gay
students, faculty, staff and alumni of Middle Tennessee State
University. 7:30pm. Info 615 352-7039

Nasbville

Mondays

Nashville CARES ARC/AIDS Support Group. 6:30pm. Info
615 385-1510.

Lambda Group Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting for
gay men and lesbians, Unitarian Church. 8pm.

MAGNET (Married and Gay Network) Support group for
married gay men. 1st & 3rd Mondays only. MCC. 7:30pm.
Info 615 320-0288.

Tuesoays

Nashville CARES HIV+ Support Group. 6pm. Infn 615
385-1510.

Vanderbilt AIDS Project Story and Poetry Support
Group (for PWAs), West End United Methodist Church.
6:30pm. Info 615 322-2252.

Al-Anon  Closed meeting, MCC. 6:30pm.

Nashville Women’s Alliance Meeting, at the Book
Oasis, 2824 Dogwood PI. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays only.
7:30pm. Info 615 292-7100.

P-FLAG Meeting ¢! Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays, 4th Tuesday on ' Unitarian Church. 7:30pm. Info 615
662-0332.

Sober Sisters (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous) Open
meeting, MCC. 8pm.

Wednesaays

Sex Addicts Anonymous Closed meeting for gay men
and lesbians. MCC. 5:30pm.

Nashville CARES  Newcomers Group. 6pm. Info 615
385-1510.

Affirmation Meeting for lesbian and gay United
Methodists. 4th Wednesday only. 7pm. Info 615 366-6448.
Gay Parents Support Group Meeting, MCC. 1st
Wednesday only. 7pm. Info 615 831-2941 or 615 320-
0288.

Gay / Lesbian Addictions Anonymous Meeting,
Belmont United Methodist Church. 8pm.

Thursdays.

Incest Survivors Anonymous Closed women's meeting.
First Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 6:30pm.

Nashville CARES Visualization Group. 7:15pm. Info 615
385-1510.

Alternatives (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed meeting for
lesbians and gay men, MCC. 8pm. ‘

Leshian Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
Meeting. 8pm. Info 615 385-4776.

Fridays

Sexaholics Anonymous Closed meeting, MCC. Spm.
Alcoholics Anonymous Program Study Group
Meeting, Belmont United Methodist. 7:30 pm.

Saturdays

Incest Survivors Anonymous Open meeting. First
Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 5:30pm.

Metropolitan Community Church Community Dinner,
all you can eat. 7:30pm. $5. Info 615 320-0288.

Sunaays

Metropolitan Community Church Worship scivices
11am and 7pm. Info 615 320-0288.

Incest Survivors Anonymous Closed meeting. First
Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 6pm.
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Big events

Saturday, September 9

Dance The First Gays & Lesbians in Recovery Dance.
Sponsored by Gays and Lesbians in Recovery, Nashville.
Dress casual. Sodas and juices served. Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, Nashville. $3.
9:30pm—1am.

Speech Simon Nkoli, openly-gay South African anti-
apartheid activist, will speak on his experiences as a
human-rights advocate. In Meeting Room B, at Main Li-
brary, corner of Peabody and McLean, Memphis. Spon-
sored byBlack and White Men Together / Memphis. Free.
4:15pm. Info 901 726-1461.

South African activist Simon Nkoli

Sunaay, September 10 _

Feminist Book Circle Discussion of 7he Dog Collar
Murders by Barbara Wilson. Unitarian Universalist
Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, Nashville. Free. 5-7pm.

Thursday, September 14

Film Streamers. Short meeting, followed by film. 220
Garland Hall, V.U., Nashville. Sponsored by Vanderbilt
Lambda Association. 7pm. Info 615 297-5352.
Organizational Meeting Middle Tennessee State
University Lambda’s first meeting of the semester,
MTSU, Murfreesboro. 7:30pm. Info 615 352-7038.

Saturaay, September 16

Video Night Sponsored by Black and White Men
Together / Memphis. 8pm. Info 901 452-5894.
Women’s Dance Sponsored by Random Productions.
Beer, setups available. Laurel Theatre, 1538 Laurel Ave,
Knoxville. $4. 8pm Info 615 688-3428.

Sunday, September 17

Dare First Night Theatre Awards Benefit for Nash-
ville CARES. AtZ. Alexander Looby Theatre, Metro Center
Blvd, Nashville. $10. 7:30pm. Info 615 327-Dare.

Monday, September 18

Consciousness Raising Reflections and Reverbera-
tions of Simon Nkoli's Visit to Memphis. Sponsored by
Black and White Men Together / Memphis. 7:30pm. Info
901 726-1461.

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in Dates. Write to
Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 615
327-Dare and leave a message. Please include information

about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a contact person’s
name with address and/or phone number for verification.

Deadline noon Tuesday for publication next Friday.
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Fed study looRs at

anti-gay violence

BETHESDA, MD — The National Institute of
Mental Health (NIMH) has addressed the ef-
fects of anti-gay violence in a national research
workshop on anti-gay violence.

The meeting included researchers, psy-
chologists, social workers and members of the
NIMH staff, and was chaired by Kevin Berrill,
director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force Anti-Violence Project. “Although we
know that violence against lesbians and gay
men is 2 serious problem, further research is
needed in order to better understand its causes
and consequencesand to develop appropriate
interventions,” said Berrill. “This workshop,
which was the first ever held on this issue by
NIMH, will help shape the nature and direction
of future research.”

Topics addressed at the workshop were .

defining anti-gay violence, the social and psy-
chological context of homophobic violence,
the extent and scope of the problem, risk
factors, mental health consequences, and
treatment and service interventions.

“This workshop is another example of our
continuing efforts to push the federal govern-
ment to respond to anti-gay violence,” said
Berrill. “But this is only a first step. We will
continue to press NIMH and other federal
agencies to respond to attacks against lesbians
and gay men.” ®

%

Kevin Berrill, director of the National ‘Gay and
Lesbian T¢ sk Force's Anti-violence Project.

Lambda makes list

NEW YORK — Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund is among 27 charitable organi-
zations belatedly approved for inclusion inthe
1989 Combined Federal Campaign National
Listing, the U.S. government'’s charitable giv-
ing program. Lambda, initially denied partici-
pation, is apparently the only gay organization
included in the 1989 National Listing.

“The original denial was contrived,” said
Thomas B. Stoddard, executive director of
Lambda. “We were told we had to submit
additional information, and then on appeal of
the rejection we were told we were barred
from furnishing anything else.” After the ap-
peal was rejected, Constance B. Newman, the

new director of the Office of Personnel Man-

. agement, notified Lambda that she would

personally review all denied applications.
“We are very glad to have the original ineq-
uity remedied, and ecstatic at inclusion in the
Campaign,” said Stoddard. “Organizations
applyingtothe Campaign should be judged by

the nature of their operations, not the content |

of their advocacy.” e

Task Force reports

WASHINGTON — The National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force released its Federal Legis-
lative Report, a 10-page summary of Congres-
sional activity during the first seven months of
1989. The report includes House and Senate
legislative summaries, information on Con-
gressional Committee reports, and a Congres-
sional calendar for the balance of 1989.

“This report provides individuals and or-
ganizations with useful information on critical
legislation before Congress,” said Peri Jude
Radecic, NGLTF legislative director.

Accordingtothe report, battles are expected
in the coming months over anti-gay amend-

ments to the Hate Crimes Statistics Act, the’

Senate AIDS appropriations bill, the District of
Columbia appropriations bill, and funding for
the National Endowment for the Arts.

“We anticipate a very high level of activity
on bills important to the lesbian and gay
community,” said Radecic. ®

HRCEF seeks interns

WASHINGTON — The Human Rights Cam-
paign Fund is looking for interns to work in all
its program areas, including legislative, politi-
cal, field, lesbian issues, administration, and
public relations.

“This is a great opportunity for someone
interested in lesbian and gay issues, or just in
learning how government and politics work,”
said Eric Rosenthal, HRCF political director
and coordinator of the intern program. “In-
terns have an opportunity to make a contribu-
tion to the lesbian and gay movement as they
work on important Congressional issues.”

Interns receive a stipend. For more informa-
tion, contact Rosenthal at (202) 628-4160.

Anti-cboicers guilty

NASHVILLE— Two anti-abortion protesters
have been placed on probation after being
found guilty of trespassing at the Planned
Parenthood clinic on 21st Avenue.

General Sessions Court Judge Bill Higgins
ordered Kenneth Najar and Wesley Yoder to
stay away from the clinic for the duration of
their probation. Higgins also dismissed assault
charges brought against the two by Laura
Milner, community services director for
Planned Parenthood of Nashville, as well as
assault charges brought against Milner by
Najar and Yoder.

All of the charges arose from an incident on
May 20, when Milner prevented Najar and
Yoder from entering the clinic. Najar and
Yoder claimed they intended to demand ac-
cess to the clinic’s financial records, while
Milnersaid she believed the two were attempt-
ing “to go into the clinic and harrass our pa-
tients.” e
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The votes are in.

The best of Nashville theater,
as chosen by Dare readers, will
be honored in" each of ten
categories. Of course, there’ll be
singing, dancing, comedy. And
the drama of finding out who the
winners are, chosen from
among the past year’s best local
productions.

You’ll enjoy live original-cast
performances from Rave
Revues’ Avante Garage,
Nashville Public Theatre’s
Quilters, Gallatin Arts Council’s
The Business of Marriage, Circle
Players’ Frivolities and more.

Hosted by Shane Caldwell,
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- And the
winner 1s...

one of the two funniest Sylvan
Brothers, the show features
special appearances by singer/
actress Martha Gabel, singer
Thom Byrum and by perform-
ance artist Rusel Brown.

Sunday, September 17, 7:30
p.m., atthe Z. Alexander Looby
Theatre, 2301 Metrocenter

. Boulevard in Nashville.

Tickets $10 at the door.

Of course, the evening’s real
winner will be the clients of
Nashville CARES. All proceeds
from First Night benefit
Nashville CARES.

To find out more about First
Night, phone (615) 327-Dare.
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The Gay and Lesbian
Student Union

University of Tennessee | Knoxville
meets weekly.

For more information,
get in touch with us:

GLSU/UTK
University of Tennessee
Box 8529
Knoxville, TN 37996 S
or phone at
(615) 595-8686 —_‘ 1713 Church Street, Nashville

. .. a tropical island paradise and

Name

America’s premier gay resort area.

For FREE Key West information and

"Address

brochures from member guest-

houses write: The Key West Business City.

Guild, P.O. Box 4640-D,Key West,
FL 33044, USA or call 305-294-4603 State Zip

Chaltanooga Council on AIDS
Resources,
Educalicn and Services
(Chaltairooga CARES)
Box 840z, Chattanooga, TN
374
call (615) 266-2422

aids Response Knoxville (aRK)

Talk About AIDS

Heard Much About AIDS Lately?

Barbara: Ask me if I've

heard anything else.
about AIDS?

embarrasses them.

party conversation.
can

AIDS?

Just like this.

RESPONDS

Aids to End AIDS Commitlee

call (901) 458-AIDS
24 hours call (901) 762-8401

Do your friends talk
Barbara: No. I guess it

Does it embarrass you?

Barbara: AIDS isn't exactly

‘No, it’s not. But how can
we Prevent AIDS if we
t even talk about it?

Barbara: But how do
you talk to someone about

Nashville Council on AIDS

Box 3932, Knoxville, TN 37927 (ATEAC) Resources,
call (615) 523-AIDS - Box 40389, Memphis, TN Educalion and Services
° 38174 (Nashville CARES)

Box 25107, Nashville, TN

31202

call {515) 385-AIDS

(615) 385-1510

a public service messags from Dare and Tennessee Responds to AIDS

Dare
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o continued from page 1

“More than 100 workshops are planned and
some 20 primary speakers are expectedto take
part,” said G. 5cott Osten, associate coordina-
tor for the Conference Secretariat, who said the
conference’s location sends “a positive state-
ment to AIDS educators and service providers”
throughout Tennessee.

“The main purpose of this conference is to
bring together persons in university, govern-
mental and community settings working in the
interdisciplinary field of AIDS education,

counseling and prevention,” according to
organizers.

“Participants will review current ap-
proaches and methods in the context of meet-
ing the challenges posed by changing social,
economic and institutional environments; and
changing communication and information
technologies. The adaptation of AIDS educa-
tion and counseling programs to such change
will be emphasized Policy, psychosocial, le-
gal and ethical issues will be addressed,” con-
ference organizers said. ©

...Nkoli to visit Tennessee

o continued from page 1

that our voices will become louder and
stronger as we diligently work toward a better
society in Southern Africa, in the U.S. or wher-
ever our voices of conscious are threatened to
be silenced. None of us will be free, unless all
of us are free.”

Throughout the tour, Nkoli is also seeking
funds for the Zulu AIDS Project, which is being
developedto provide AIDS educationand pre-
vention materials in three or more of the major
languages spoken by black and coloured
South Africans. Currently, AIDS information is
provided only to white South Africans. ©

...Campus groups organize statewide

 continued from page 1

spokesperson Deborah Burks.

Vanderbilt's Community Affairs Board held
committee meetings on the subject last spring,
and should be making recommendations this
fall. “That’s all still kind of pending,” Burks
said.

Inadditionto its regular meetings, the group
is planning to sponsor a film festival this fall.
They sponsorec a lesbian and gay film festival
last year “that was very successful,” said Burks.

Other activities sponsored or co-sponsored
by the group in the past have included a
speech by Karen Thompson at Women’s
Week and a performance of the play Dos
Lesbos.

“We frequently get calls from groups on
campus to come and speak in classes.” said
Burks.

Vanderbilt also boasts a group specifically
for law students, the Gay and Lesbian Law
Students Association (GALLSA). That group
will sponsor alecture on the legal, medical and
psychosocial ramifications of alternative in-
semination at 7 p.m. Thursday, September 21,
at the law school.

All four groups were formed in the past two
years, and members of each said campus reac-
tion has been largely positive.

The MTSU group began organizing last
October after reports in_ the student
newspaper Sidelines about homosexual ac-
tivities in men’s bathrooms on campus. De-
spite this “really negative” publicity, Lefevers
said the group had little difficulty in forming as

a campus organizatioi..

“It was really no big deal. It was a lot easier
than we thought it would be,” Lefevers said.
‘We've had real positive input mostly.”

The UT group originally broke off from a
Christian group, “which to my knowledge is
now defunct,” said Jackson.

“We haven’t had much of a negative reac-
tion,” said Jackson, although “sometimes our
flyers get torn down.”

“We've been very warmly received by the
University administration so far,” he said.

Likewise, Burks said the VU Lambda group
has “sort of been kind of a novelty oncampus.”

“I've been very surprised by the support
we've gotten on campus,” she said. “The fac-
ulty has just been incredibly supportive.”

Lesbian and gay student groups on Tennes-
see campuses have come a long way since the
first on-campus organization at Clarksville’s
Austin Peay State University was forced to take
the State Board of Regents to court to gain
official recognition.

At the conclusion of that case, which began
in 1979, state officials were forced to officially
approve such groups.

The APSU student group, however, has not
been active since 1981 when the original
movement leaders there left campus due to
graduation or transfer.

Memphis State University’s lesbian and gay
student organization, begun after the APSU
decision was handed down in federal court,
also has been inactive for the past several aca-
demic years.e

< continued from page 11

it is to mold this motley crew into a crack
fighting force. Played by Chris Harrod with a
properly menancing gait and tone, Toomey is
almost agonizingly believable.

The six young men are forced to endure all
the humiliations and horrors of boot camp,
hearing all their Sergeant’s old war stories and
eating disgusting Army food. But forget those
Nazis! These guys have sex on the brain: where
to get it, what position to do it in, whoto do it
to.

Amid all that, however, Simon has written
people who are rich in character. Each man is
presented as an individual and the audience
becomes intimately involved in their experi-
ences.

Asto be expected of a Simon comedy, Biloxi

Blues has its fair share of laughs. But it also has
its very dramatic moments — as when one of
the soldiers is taken away from the barracks in
the middle of the night for being caught in a
sexual act with another man. It's a: painful
moment— and the audience, having gottento
know and to like the man, are made aware of
the injustices heaped upon those who are
“different.”

In supporting roles are Pam Atha as
Rowena, the Biloxi hooker with the proverbial
heart of gold, who sells Evening in Paris on the
side; and Virginia Burke as Daisy Hannigan, a
lovely Catholic school redhead with whom
Eugene falls in love.

But it's definitely Jerome’s show and Cham-
bers seizes the opportunity to portray a totally
likable character with warmth and wit. °
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First Night finalists announced

from STAFF REPORTS

Finalists in the premiére presentation of the
Dare First Night Theatre Awards — recogniz-
ing excellence inthe Nashville theatre commu-
nity — were announced last Tuesday.

Finalists for the awards were selected by the
paper’s readers and area theatre-goers from
among nominees representing shows pro-
duced since August 1, 1988. Winners will be
announced during a gala awards ceremony,
setfor Sunday, September 17at 7:30 p.m. at the
Z. Alexander Looby Theatre, 2301 Metrocenter
Boulevard, Nashville.

Actor/comedian Shane Caldwell will emcee
the event, which will feature performances by
the cast of Rave Revues’ Avante Garage, the
cast of Nashville Public Theatre’s Quilters,
Susanna Rainear from the Gallatin Arts
Council’s production of The Business of Mar-
riage, Rona Carter from the Chaffin's Bamn
production of Numsense, the cast of Circle
Players’ Frivolities, actress/singer Martha
Gabel; actor/singer Thom Byrum; perform-
ance artist Rusel Brown and other local enter-
tainers.

Proceeds from the Dare First Night Theatre
Awards will go to
benefit Nashville
CARES, a community-
based AIDS services
organization. Tickets
for the Awards will be
available at the door
for $10.

Circle’  Players,
which this year is cele-
brating its 40th season,

Players; Almost a Midsummer Night's Dream,
Rave Revues; Evita, Tennessee Repertory
Theatre; The King and I, Circle Players; and
Pippin, Circle Players.

® Best Actress in a musical: Adele Akin,
A...My Name is Alice, Sharon Farmer, Frivoli-
ties; Martha Gabel, Almost A Midsummer
Night's Dream; Karen Mueller, The King and I,
Lisa Mulvaney, A..My Name is Alice, and
Ginger Newman, Evita.

e Best Actress in a play: Dorothy Marie,
‘Night Motber, Dorothy Marie, Transforma-
tioms, Siri, Women Bebind Bars, Actors’ Play-
house; Ellen Thomas, The Mousetrap, Circle
Players; and Anne Tonelson, Table Seitings,
Actors’ Playhouse.

e Best Supporting Actress in a musical:
Nancy Clymer, Pippin; Martha Gabel, Pippin;
Valerie Green, Almost A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Shelean Newman, Evita; Lisa Taylor,
The King and E and Lari White, Almost A
Midsummer Night's Dream.

® Best Supporting Actress in a play: Melissa
Bedinger, Dracula, Circle Players; Denice
Hicks, You Can’t Take It With You, TRT; Eliza-
beth Moses Mahowald, On Golden Pond, Risé
Nachman, Table Set-
tings; and Nelda
Pope, Social Security,
Actors’ Playhouse.

e Best Actor in a
musical: Michael
Bouson, Almost A
Midsummer Night’s
Dream; Anthony
Dickens, The King
and I, Joseph R.

led the field with 19

finalists; Actors’ Playhouse of Nashville fol-
lowed with 12; Tennessee Repertory Theatre
and Second Stage each had 11; Rave Revues,
five; Chaffin’s Barn, three; and Nashville Public
Theatre, two.

Productions leading the field were Almost A
Midsummer Night's Dream, The King and I
and Bent, each mentioned five times, and
Evita with four finalists. In all, some 22 differ-
ent productions were mentioned among final-
ists for the awards.

Finalists in the ten categories are:

 Best Play: Bent, Actors’ Playhouse; Lone
Star, Actors’ Playhouse; 'Night Mother, Ten-
nessee Repertory Theatre’s Second Stage; On
Golden Pond, Chaffin's Barn; and Transfor-
mations, Nashville Public Theatre.

* Best Musical: A...My Name is Alice, Circle

Mahowald, Christmas
Memories, TRT; Brian Mathis, Unsinkable
Molly Brown, Circle; Frank Preston, Frivolities.

® Best Actor ina play: Jim Conrad, Bent, Rick
Harrell, Bent, Joe Keenan, On Golden Pond,
Phil Perry, Curse of the Starving Class, Actors’
Playhouse; and Barry Scott, The Blood Knot,
TRT’s Second Stage.

© Best Supporting Actor in 2 musical: Thom
Byrum, The King and I, Bill Hood, Unsinkable
Molly Brown; Ricky Russell, Evita, Rick Seay,
Frivolities, and Barry Scott, Christmas Memo-
ries. :

e Best Supporting Actor in a play: Scott

‘Moreno, The Butler Did It, Actors’ Playhouse;

Myke Mueller, You Can’t Take It With You; G.
Scott Osten, Bent, Phil Perry, Dracula; and
Mel Toombs, Bent.

For information phone (615) 327-Dare. *
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truth that much of the anger we harbor
against each other — especially women
against men and men against women — is
bomn of the stereotypes, fear and hatred we
accuse straights of harboring against us. This
woman is too tough, too overbearing, too un-
compromising, too radical; this man is too
shallow, too self-centered, too extroverted —
he cares only about crotches and Calvin Klein.

The horror we feel at the judgments so many
of us secretly and not so secretly pass against
each other makes us fall back on masks of pre-
tense ard polish in order to get along. We
cannot describe why we're not getting along
because the truth would make us sick.

Once we have faced down our own fears
and hatreds, we can then begin to leam to
accept difference, dissent, and challenge
within our own ranks.

We may even leam thatthe truth of our often

invoked if seldom honored “diversity” will
indeed set us free — free of the burden of
believing we must think and act alike, free of
the fear that our organizations are perpetually
onthe brink of utter doom, and free of solipsis-
tic cant in which our opinions begin to look to
us like fact, our theories like truth.

'We may then be free of the notion that in dis-
agreeing we betray each other or betray our
movement.

Montaigne referred to both the personal and
political when he said he did not want to be
considered either so affectionate or so loyal a
servant as to be found fit to betray anyone.

Perhaps if we allow our loyalties to relax and
our minds to think, pushing one another an-
dour movement forward instead of anchoring
it on one idea or one voice, we will find our
progress is not only more steady and more full
of promise, but more full of people. And that’s
something we could all learn to live with. e

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CAST SHOWS
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Nashville’s Premier Gay Dance Bar #2529 Franklin Road, Nashville  (615) 385-9689
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n 1982, there were only two

state of Tennessee. Since then,
more than 850 cases have been reported
to the state Department of Health and En-
vironment.

And while the number of cases di-
agnosed has increased in the past
seven years, so has the level of that

Tennessee

most important of community response
to the crisis: the community-based AIDS-
service organization.
In 1982, Tennessee had no such
*  groups. Now, there are six. All rely heav-
ily on the lesbian and gay community for
financial support as well as the most criti-
cal element — volunteers.

Juanita’s

Welcome International Conference!
Wear your badge and get your first beer free!

Sunday 25¢ draft 4 pm — 8 pm

Tuesday is Movie Night
25¢ draft & free popcorn 8 pm — 11 pm

Beer Bust — $3 All you can drink
Wednesday 7 pm — 11 pm
Saturday 2 pm — 6 pm

Nashville’s Sunday Night Party Place!

1700 4th Avenue South, Nashville 615/256-9681

FROM ITS FOUNDING in 1986
until October 1988, Chattanooga

lowers for all occasions.

And now, roses are just

$10 for a gift-boxed dozen.
Delivery extra.

Remember Grandparents’ Day with
flowers Sunday, September 10.

g
FLOWERS §- GIFTS

2f81 Nolensville Road, Nashville:s (615) 254-6886

CARES had an all-volunteer staff. Funds
from the Health Department enabled the
group to hire a full-time staff member,
and now the group plans to use United
Way funds to hire another part time.

With the help of some 100 trained vol-
unteers, the organization provides sup-
port groups for people with AIDS
(PWAs) and for their “families and loved
ones.” said Kenton Dickerson, executive
director.

“We can provide some emergency re-
lief,” said Dickerson, adding that “We
generally try to work very closely with
other social services.” The organization
currently has about 20 people inthe PWA
group and 8 to 10 in the recently-formed
group for families and loved ones.

“We do a lot of work with gay and

bisexual men,” as well as college-age
youth and women at risk, Dickerson
said.
- The grouphasahotlineand aspeakers
bureau, although Dickerson said the
demand for speakers was highly vari-
able.

“Sometimes we'll have two or three
programs a week to do and sometimes
we go two weeks without any,” Dicker-
son said.

Th= hotline gets from 20 to 25 calls per
day.

They will be co-sponsoring a display
of the NAMES Project AIDS Quilt from
Nov. 21 to Dec. 1 at the pavilion in Milier
Park. The event is being funded by the
Lyndhurst Foundation and the proceeds
will go fund Chattanooga CARES.

The group s also planning a new train-
ing session for volunteers in late Septem-
ber or early October, and a Stop AIDS

program in January.

Clarksville

ALTHOUGH somewhat smaller,
the three-year-old Clarksville CARES

has the same basic goals as its older
counterparts in Nashville and Chat-
tanooga, according to Glenn Carter, the
group’s vice-president.

“We have the same types of goals,” he
said,”education, prevention, support
services.”

The organization is only working with
a small group of PWAs at the moment.

“We're hoping to grow as we get more
volunteers and as we get more referrals,”
said Carter. “We wish we didn’t have to

do more.”

GrodlaiNa1 E B

cases of AIDS reported in the ] @MINESSee’s AIDS-service

by MARK LAWRENCE
Staff Writer
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They currently have 10 volunteers
going through training.

“We're hoping to have at least one
more training session with these
people,” said Carter. “Basically, we're
still in the formative process, even
though we've been around for a while.”

The group plans to increase its educa-
tion efforts as well. Carter said a recent
talk by Clarksville CARES President Janie
Grimes at a2 Fort Campbell junior high
school got a good response, but noted
that “We have not at this point been able
to get into the Clarksville school system.”

Other plans for the organization in-
clude recruiting efforts and Austin Peay
State University, distributing brochures
to increase “awareness in the commu-
nity,” and writing proposals to obtain
grants for further work.

aids RESPONSE KNOXVILLE
(aRK) began operations in August

1985, and was officially chartered as a
non-profit organization in 1987. Since
then, two paid staff members and 2 16-
member unpaid board of directors have
been guiding a variety of efforts to deal
with AIDS in Knoxville.

According to Education Coordinator
Laurie Forsythe, aRK’s offerings include
support groups for PWAs and HIVs, cri-
sis-intervention counseling, limited
emergency assistance funds, and advo-
cacy to “cut red tape” surrounding Social

" Security and other benefits.

They also have a buddy group, spiri-
tual counseling, and a support group for
families and caretakers of PWAs. They
have an AIDS hotline in operation from
10a.m. to 6 p.m. and a gay helpline from
7to11 p.m.

“The demand for support services is
increasing all the time,” said Forsythe.
“We get more and more calls for support
all of the time.”

aRK has a speakers bureau and has
regularly scheduled seminars and work-
shops, as well as doing “some media
relations occasionally.” Forsythe de-
scribed the demand for speakers as
“pretty heavy,” especially from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee and other area
schools. aRK speakers have gone before
professional organizations, mental
health groups, churches, “you name it,”
said Forsythe.

In 1988, the group held an AIDS in the
workplace seminar for 50 local busi-
nesses, and they have also done a con-
tinuing education program for the De-
toxification Rehabilitation Institute.
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“Our focus in education is going to be
more and more in the minority commu-
nity, women at risk, and in the gay and
lesbian community,” said Forsythe, al-
though the group will continue its efforts
at general education.

aRK has a continuing support grant
from Levi-Strauss, and receives educa-
tional funds from the Center for Disease
Control. They have also received grants
from the Melrose Foundation and the
Chicago Resource Center, in addition to
individual donations.

Memphis

IN MEMPHIS, the Aid to End
AIDS Committee (ATEAC) has

been working since 1985 with PWAs,
people who are HIV positive, and their
friends and families.

“We have in place four support groups
right now,” one apiece for PWAs, HIV
positives, family and friends, and women
with AIDS, said Rita Underhill, education
coordinator. ATEAC is currently serving
about 150 clients.

The group has only one full-time and
one part-time staff member, Underhill
said, but currently has almost 200 volun-
teers. Although many of these came onto
work with Heart Strings, “Most of the
people have made a commitment.”

The group has trained 95 volunteers as
a part of its buddy program.

On the educational front, ATEAChas a
speakers bureau which makes 10 to 15

“We've spoken to every group imagin-
able almost, I think,” said Underhill. They
also have an AIDS hotline.

Inaddition to individual contributions,
the group’s educational efforts are
funded by a U.S. Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) grant administered by the
Memphis/Shelby County Health Depart-
ment. However, patient services are
funded entirely from donations.

Underhill said the group is trying to
develop educational materials that are
targeted for specific segments of the
population, such as Asian-Americans or
Memphis’ population of functional illit-
erates.

Nashvile | NASHVILLE CARES, the oldest

community-based AIDS group in

the state will have been in operation for
four years in October and provides a
wide variety of support and educational
services.

“We really provide two services” with
a multitude of facets, said Sandee Potter,
executive director.

First, the organization provides help to
individuals “to deal with the impact” of
contracting AIDS or testing positive for
HIV infection, Potter said.

“We provide individual counseling as
well as group counseling,” she said. They
have two social workers as full-time staff,
and “We work closely with a number of
other public service organizationsas well
as health care organizations.”

The group offers a nutritional program
for people with AIDS. “We’re in the proc-
ess of expanding that program,” said Pot-
ter. “We wantto be certain that our clients
are able to get the food they need. It's a
pretty basic need.”

A full-time “client advocate” assists
clients both with emergency needs and
in getting public benefits.

“The bottom line at Nashville CARES is
‘How can we serve the clients?” Potter
said. “That’s basically the heart of the
organization.”

The final fulltime position on the
Nashville CARES staff is the currently
vacant position of education coordina-
tor, which oversees the second of the
group’s “two services.” Educational pro-
grams are another area Potter indicated
as targeted by the group for expansion.

“We are in the process of developing a
much more active community outreach,”
she said. “We’re going to be out there in
the community, especially in the gay
community. We would love to come up
with an AIDS vaccine, but right now all
we have to prevent AIDS is education.”

The group’s educational efforts in-
clude distributing brochures, maintain-
ing a videotape library with between 40
and 45 titles, and providing speakers for
a variety of audiences. Over 600 people
receive the group’s free monthly news-
letter, which Potter described as “a com-
bination of AIDS education, agency
update, as well as what’s going on in
other places.”

Besides the five full-time staff mem-
bers, Nashville CARES is supported by
approximately 100 volunteers. Funding
for the group comes from a variety of
sources, including grants, individual
contributions, and fundraising events
such as Heart Strings and the Dare First
Night Theatre Awards.

“The gay community has been incredi-
bly generous, and we are very grateful for
all the money that the Nashville gay and
lesbian community has given us over the
years,” Potter said.

The organization also receives con-
tinuing support from the United Way,
“for which we are very grateful,” said
Potter, who added that she strongly en-
courages people to support the United
Way's efforts.

Nashville CARES was one of five AIDS
groups in the country to be visited last
week by Betti Knight, an Australian AIDS
worker who visited four American cities,
Nashville, Boston, Baltimore and Wash-
ington, D.C.

“What Nashville is coping with now,
Melbourne will be coping with in threeto
five years,” said Potter. She said Australia
has had fewer than 1400 reported cases
of AIDS, “a really small figure,” but added
that “1400 is 1400 too many.” e
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Welcome back,
Music City
Rollers!

THE CRAZY COWBOYS
and
LOS LOCOS
CABALLEROS
invite you to join them
at the Cowboy
for an afternoon of fun.

2311 Franklin Road, Nashville
615 269-5318  Open 3 pm—1 am
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to cover.
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Welcome ISAE!

e Welcome to Nashville and Tennessee!

¢ Come by for Happy Hour
Monday - Thursday, 4:30 - 8.

* Free hors d’oeuvres beginning at 5.

e Live entertainment!

» We’re just around the corner from the
Stouffer and Convention Center.

167 Y/, Eighth Avenue North 615 254-1278
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Alternative
Gift hop &
Resource Center

Open daily 10 - 6
Wear your ISAE

conference badge and
get a hcc button!
W have it all

— from lavender to Icather.

e T-shirts
e Jewelry
* Dackpacks
e Cay Gamcs
* Dostcrs @ Cards
168 2nd Avenue North
in Nashville

(ncar Old &paghctti Factory)
(615) 2447346
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Heart Strings: A Musical Evening
Of Hope For The Healing Of AIDS.

Heart Strings: The National Tour is coming to Nashville for one night only,
Thursday, September 28, at 7:30 p.m., at the Polk Theatre in the Tennessee
Performing Arts Center. Outstanding local stars will join the musical revue
which benefits Nashville CARES, Minority AIDS Outreach, and the Vander-
bilt AIDS Project. Regular tickets: $25 through TICKETMASTER. Ticket
plus pre-show buffet and post-show champagne cast party: $100. Ticket plus
cast party: $50. Call 385-0140 for special tickets and information.

Heart Strings: The National Tour is a project of DIF FA Design Industries Foundation for AIDS.




A DS in Tennessee

AS MORE THAN 1,000 AIDS education
specialists gather in Nashville for the Third
International Conference on AIDS Education,
it helps to bring more sharply into focus the
fact that Tennessee, alone among all the
United States, has no law to protect people
with AIDS or HIV-positive status from discrimi-
nation.

What that means is that anyone in Tennes-
see with AIDS or who is HIV-positive can be
effectively denied employment or housing —
simply because of the disease that inhabits
their blood. :

The reasoning behind state lawmakers’
decision to pass such backward legislation
into law is, at best, unclear. Tennessee Gov.
Ned McWherter’s admission that he failed to
comprehend the. bill's meaning when he
signed it into law is, at best, vague.

McWherter has, on several occasions, said
that he would support efforts to invalidate the
law. State lawmakers, however, have re-
mained silent on the issue and no substantive
attempts to change the law have been seen on
Capitol Hill, and McWherter has shown no real
leadership in moving to repeal the unjust and
uncompassionate law.

Now, more than a year after the fact, the law
remains on the books. ;

While Tennessee prepares to put its best
foot forward in welcoming AIDS educators
fromaround the world, it is sending out mixed
messages to people with AIDS.

“We support efforts to educate and pre-
vent,” the state appears to be saying. “But
we’re not very well educated about AIDS our-
selves, not to mention being intolerant of
people with AIDS.”

It is shameful that Tennessee — and our
political leadership — continues to validate,
even encourage discrimination and igno-
rance.

Perhaps the Third Intemational Conference
on AIDS Education will help to open state
legislators’ eyes — and their hearts.

. Thanks!

Dear Dare,

1 would like to thank the many people from
our community who dropped by the grand
opening of It’s A Scream! alternative gift shop
recently. ‘

Many people took time from their busy
holiday weekend to come in and wish us well
in ournew shop and express how pleased they
areto have a place in which they can comforta-
bly shop for gay- and lesbian-identified items
without having to go through mail order or go
out of town. People also seemed very pleased
with the resource center in the shop.

We at It’s A Scream! invite you to publicize
your event or business in the shop’s resource
center. *¥e want to be on top of community
activities so we may become a focal point for
newcomers, as well as us old timers, in the
community to go, be comfortable and enjoy!

Thanks again.

JACKI MOSS

Nashuville
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"I am the Love that dare not speak its name.*
— Lord Alfred Douglas, “The Two Loves,” 1892
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On division and dividing

by CAROLE CUNNINGHAM
Staff Writer i

'WE WERE TOLD from the beginning by a
self-declared veteran of gay and lesbian poli-
tics that it wouldn’t work.

_ We were told:that the seeds of our downfall
were already sown.

We were told we would get bored, disen-
chanted, tired of each other and our cause.

We would need a lifetime of therapy before
we’d along.

We were told, simply, that it was just a matter
of time. :

Those of us sitting in that first Tennessee
Gay and Lesbian Alliance (T-GALA) meeting
stared with wide eyes and slack jaws at this
predicter of doom. We would rise, we would
fall, she said. Membership would swell,
dwindle, then disappear into the dark maw of
activism’s night.

She said what all the bitter, seasoned ones
said:' the division, when it came, would be
between the women and the men. Andtherift,
however it began, would never be healed and
the group would dissolve until some naive, un-
suspecting upstarts tried again years later.

When our horror subsided, our laughter
returned. Ridictlous, we said. How cynical,
we scoffed. Surely we had more endurance,
more respect for each other, and for our goals
than that. Our brave naiveté was intoxicating
in the months ahead. Then we found out we
were naive. We also discovered we weren’t
alone. :

Those of us who traveled to the March on
Washington, to political conventions, to queer
conferences from San Francisco to New Or-
leans, from Minneapolis to Miami heard the
same old story. Every gay and lesbian organi-

. zation appeared divided and divisive, and

often along gender lines. Their demise was
considered immanent by observers and mem-
bers alike.

So the naysayers at home started to look a
little more like the soothsayers they wanted to
be. And those of us who believed otherwise
began to look not only naive butalittle foolish.

In the two years since T-GALA was formed
by about twelve devotés, I have waited to see
the chronicle of our death foretold in all its
awful, certain glory. Slowly we do seem to
have come close to colliding with ihe destiny
we believed we would avoid through dili-

gence, hard work, and consistently correct
politics.

‘We discovered our politics were sometimes
far from correct; the methods or manner of one
member flew in the face of the methods and
manners of another; egos clashed like titans;
and, yes, men and women seemed divided,
not so much in the open, but behind the
scenes.

We put on faces to meet the faces we would
meet, but in private we could hardly contain
our naked é:ontempt and disappointment, our
distrust and anger. We hoped the Others
would go away, find a job, find a lover. And
often they did.

Whet.herj we'’re in T-GALA, AIDS service
organizations, churches, or other activist ef-
forts, we cé.n’t help but recognize we’re our
own worst| enemy. We can’t help conceding
that maybe the naysayers were right after all.
But were they right for the right reasons? And
are we as doomed as they believe?

I can only conclude fromthe informal, back-
room meetings I hear about, and from those I
have attended, that we suffer immeasurably
under the| burden of an image we imagine
we’re supposed to project and naively believe
We can possess.

We accept for practical purposes the notion
that when dealing with reporters, politicians,
arbiters of public morality, that the voice we

- speak with must be one voice. But we forget
that the bargain with reality is made for practi-
cal purposes and doesn't reflect reality at all.

So while we flock to the coffee shops to
complain about each others’ ideologies, hair-
cuts, overbearing egos, and selfish motives,
with people who think just like we do, we steer
clear of arguments in public with those with
whom we disagree.

'We think our challenges of one another will
divide us. We believe our arguments will
confirm what the naysayers said all along: we
can’t get along, we'll fight, we'll divide.

.And we are dividing. Not because we dis-

.agree, butbecause we hardly know any longer
what we disagree about. We are afraid to
correct or confront each other because we fear
being corrected ourselves.

We least of all want to face the rather banal
e continued on page 5
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Actors’ bands us a Line

Line. By Israel Horovitz, directed by Dennis Ewing and Rick Harrell.
Actors’ Playhouse, Nashville. Through September 16.
reviewed by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

ISRAEL HOROVITZ’ Line is one of those
interesting little urban dramas tinged with
acerbic, contemporary comedy.

You know you like it, but you’re never quite
sure what it’s about — or if you really got the
point. In other words, it's the perfect late night
show at Actors’ Playhouse.

Horovitz’ play, performed by five capable
actors under Dennis Ewing’s and Rick Harrell’s
expert direction, deals with the never-ending
battle to get ahead. Here, we're introduced to
five not-altogether-
likable characters,
each striving in her or
his own way to be
number one.

The five people in
the one-act play are
standing (better yet,
battling) on line, wait-
ing for something.

and/or feeble-minded getleft behind, where a
woman must sleep her way to the top and
where ordinarily nice people become land-
locked piranhas.

The cast is peopled by interesting individu-
als who, like Horovitz’' characters, look aver-
age and act average until they are over-
whelmed by the spirit of competition.

Phillip Craig is cast as the slightly dim-witted
Fleming, who allows himself to be tricked out
of his highly-valued first place on line. Sup-
planting Fleming, with
his sleight of hand and
double-talk, is James
Brantley as Stephen.
Brantley’s slightly-
crazed delivery is ideal
for the conniving,
slightly-crazed char-
acter.

Actors’ Playhouse

What they’re waiting 3

for, we’re never quite certain,; it could be to buy
tickets for a movie, play or Rolling Stones
concert(that’s whatI imagined while watching
the action onstage).

But as they wait, each of the people allows
usamore intimate glimpse of who they are and
what motivates them to be first on line. What
transpires is a no-holds-barred struggle for su-
periority, the line becoming a microcosm of
society’s class struggles in which the weak

stalwart Karen
Mundy, in one of her best performances to
date, is given the daunting task of playing a to-
tally unsympathetic character, yet she man-
ages to pull it off with style. In fact, her Molly
is not the slut Horovitz paints her in the early
going: instead, she is determined to gain her
place on line any way she can.
Jerry Craighead’s Dolan and Barry Lindsay’s
Arnall complete the cast with carefully drawn
performances.

Barn does Biloxi

Biloxi Blues. By Neil Simon, directed by Michael Edwards.
Chaffin's Barn Dinner Theatre, Nashville. Through September 30.
reviewed by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

FOR THE PAST 30 or so years, Neil Simon’s
comedies have delighted theatre audiences,
becoming staples in the repertories of count-
less community and dinner theatres.

Simor.’s award-winning “BB” trilogy of
autobiographical plays are not the typical
farces one expects from the man who brought
us Barefoot in the Park and The Odd Couple.
Instead, Simon gives his “BB” comedies a
much-needed jolt of dra-

Unfortunately, World War II stands between
him and publication and so he is off to boot
camp “in the swamps of Mississippi” — Biloxi,
to be exact.
Jerome’s comrades-at-arms include Epstein,
a Jewish intellectual with a nervous stomach
(Brian Russell, who takes top acting honors in
this ensemble); Selridge, a somewhat dim
working-class young man from New Jersey
(Scott Moreno, who’s as

matic realism and, in the | ~ good an actor as you'll find

process, gives his audience

edy.

Blues. In its present incar-
nation at Chaffin’s Barn

a more thoughtful — )
though just as funny —
view of the human com-
The second installment
in Simon’s trilogy is Biloxi “

® on a Nashville stage); Car-
ney, an undependable guy
with a song in his heart
(Lenny Phelps, whose
Southern accent seems to
come and go; Camey’s not
a Southerner, by the way);
Wykowski, the gung-ho

Dinner Theatre, director |\_ b}’ Ne.“ S‘m( soldier with a perpetual

erection (Kevin Coffey);

Michael Edwards has as-

sembled a cast of some of Nashville’s most
talented young actors who, through the course
of the evening, manage to endear themselves
to the audience.

Heading the capable cast is Steve Chambers
as Eugene Morris Jerome (the Neil Simon
character), the naive young man from
Brighton Beach who dreams of being a writer.

and Hennessey, an ever-
smiling, compassionate Irish Catholic
(Johnson West in an effective performance).
Greeting the gruntsupon their arrival in hot,
humid Biloxi (“This is not your regular hot!
This is Africa hot! Tarzan couldn’t stand this
hot!” Jerome laments.) is Sgt. Merwin J.
Toomey, a by-the-book taskmaster whose job
* continued on page 4

Sunday Night Dinner Special, September 10
Baked pork chops, macaroni & cheese,
green beans, cole slaw and hot homemade
rolls with honey butter, $3.95.
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* RELATIONSHIP STRUGGLES? New audiotape gives
support and steps to resolve conflict. Based on bestseller
LESBIAN COUPLES. $11.95 postpaid to Seal Press,
3131 Western, #410, Seattle, WA 98121.

* FOR SALE: General Electric Spacemaker lll microwave
oven, used only 2 months. $95. Beautiful walnut execu-
tive desk. $210. Nashville. 615 859-9302 after 5pm.

 Don't forget to mark your calendar for the Dare First
Night Theater Awards, $10at the door benefits Nashville
CARES, 7pm, Sunday, September 17, at Nashville's
Looby Theater. For more information, phone 615 327-
Dare.

Do you remember the first time you read Radclyffe
Hall's The Well of Loneliness? Dare is looking for your
impressions and recollections for a Radclyffe Hall anni-
versary story. Phone us at 615 327-Dare, and either tell
your anecdote or leave your name and number for an
interview.

o Dare is now in Knoxville! Look for us at the Carousel,
the Peppertree, Traditions, Metropolitan Community
Church/Knoxville and Davis-Kidd Booksellers. Tennes-
see’s Lesbian and Gay Newsweekly.

o WANTED: Reliable, hardworking self-starters in Kn-
oxville, Nashville and Memphis for commissioned ad
sales. Great part-time, high-pay work for students, etc.
615 327-Dare.

o WANTED: Reliable and energetic people to help

Run ad for Q12 weeks 014 weeks O
Ad cost per 2-week period $......
O + response drawer charge $ 5.00
0O +BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00
=SUBTOTAL $
x number of two-week periods
= CLASSIFIED AD TOTAL $

deliver Dare in Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis and
Nashville. Write Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or
phone 615 327-Dare.

*LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. LOW PAY. Dare is
accepting applications from writers in Chattanooga,
Knoxville, Memphis, Nashville, the Tri-cities and around
Tennessee. Learn community-oriented journalism, and
be one of the best. Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or
phone 615 327-Dare.

Travel

o TIMBERFELL LODGE, DISCREET HIDEAWAY. Bed
& breakfast inn. 250 acres country elegance, deluxe
rooms & food, sauna, jacuzzi & hiking. Clothes optional.
The South's finest gay men's resort. Rte 11, Box 94-A,
attn: DAR, Greeneville, TN 37743. 615-234-0833

* GWM seeks roommate to share 3 bdrm house, Nash-
ville. No smokers. $225/mo +1/2 utilities. 615 367-1623.

o GWM, 29, seeks M roommate for quiet apt near
Nashville airport. Perfect for airline worker or other. 615
360-9764.

o Personal to HBH: Have a couple on me, if you can.

eHappy birthday to the BEST little boy! | love you no
matter howold you get, justas long as you're always older
than me. Love from the Younger Man.

© All ad prices e for two consecutive weeks: $10 for up 1 100 |3
characters, $20 for up 1o 200 characters and so on.

© Please print one characier per box. Acharacter is any letter, numeral,
space or punctuation mark.

©We reserve the right Io edil ads, and o reject any ad. Sexually explicit ~ [
or exploitative ads will not be accepied. No ad will be accepied without |
WNMWmMH We assume no responsibility for

advertisers’ claims.

© Response drawers are available. Responses will be mailed two weeks
after the last appearance of the ad. To answer a drawer ad, write to:
Dare Dawer #
Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-0422
© Ads received by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday. Please
enclose check or money order for tofal amount, payable to:
Dare

Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-0422.
© Questions? Phone (615) 327-DARE.
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Gee, Pat, you sure talk about queers a lot

“Boy, they were big on crematoriums, were-
n't they?”
— President George Bush, regular guy and mas-
ter of the understatement, commenting during a
1987 tour of the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz.

“Our relationship is sort of like Bert and
Ernie’s: I'm not sure what it is, but it works.”
— Muppet creator Jim Henson, at the 1989 Day-
time Emmy Awards, discussing his relationship
with Joan Ganz Cooney, creator of Sesame
Sireel.

“It marks the most important single step for-

ward in Amercian law toward legal recogni-
tion of lesbian and gay relationships.”
— ACLU lawyer William Rubenstein, as quoted
in the American Bar
Association Jowrnal,
on a New York Court of
Appeals ruling recog-
nizing same-sex rela-
tionships for purposes
of defining a family
under New York City's
rent-control regula-
tions.

“I wear a lot of ma-
keup ’cause I love to
paint and because I

gay bigotry of these groups, paint a danger-
ously skewed portrait of skinhead violence in
America.”

— Stephen H. Miller, in a letter to the Uine
Reader, referring to a story about skinheads
which appeared in the May/June issue.

“I met homeless gay men with AIDS and gay
teenage runaways who risked their lives bar-
tering sex for meals and drugs, hustling on
every street corner.”

— Noted gay activist and author Darrell Yates
Rist, writing in The Nation, recounting a visit to
San Francisco.

“This anti-porno campaign serves only to
give [former U.S. ambassador to France] Joe
Rodgers an opportu-
nity for some cheap
grandstanding and
the religious right a
chance to elbow their
way into our bed-
rooms, our art, our
music, our television,
our press and our
freedom of choice
and thought.”
—John Trim in a letter
to The Tennessean.

enjoy it.” “We should do
— Entertainer extraor- away with this en-
dinaire Dolly Parton, fo dowment fund. Why
McCall’s magazine ina should I have to go to
September interview.  Painted person Dolly Parton — DAREFILEPHOTO  work and pay taxes so

“Anybody who smiles at me or gives me the
time of day, whoever they might be, I'll start
getting crushes on them.”

— Boy George, who knows what boys like, in
Music Express magazine.

“Fang was watching TV and they were
showing how to use a condom with a guy
putting his socks on. So now Fang is carrying
a sock in his wallet.”

— Comedian Phvllis Diller, in an interview inthe
New York Native.

“Gore Vidal is a smug, ponderous, dema-
gogic, garrulous, pedantic, queeny old air bag.
Okay?”

— September’s Spy magazine, in reply to a
reader’s question about whether the magazine
was afraid to be nasty about Vidal.

“l was a tomboy. I wore tomn cut-offs, T-
shirts, short hair, and no shoes all the hours of
the long bright summer days...That name,
tomboy, never meant a thing to me, except
perhaps as a point of pride: It meant a girl who
lived solidly insider her body, rather than sim-
ply on its skin.”

— Sallie Tisdale in the Summer, 1989, Whole
Earth Review.

“We love ycur adherence to democratic
principles and «.emocratic processes.”
— a toast made by George Bush for then Philip-
pine dictator Ferdinand Marcos at a 1981 inau-
gural ball in Manila.

“There is no question that gay people are a
primary target of neo-Nazi skinheads. Articles
such as [Jeff] Coplon’s, which ignore the anti-

they can go to pay
some pervert to create trash and call it art? I
would have to work at my job more thana year
to get anywhere close to $15,000. 1 am an artist
and I buy my own supplies and no one has
offered to endow me with any money. People
who have viewed my work privately have
commented on how nice it was, and I don't be-
lieve any of them were offended.”
— Memphian Hazel I. Mellott, in a letier to the
Commercial Appeal, responding to a column
about funding forthe National Endowment forthe
Arts. That clever Hazel!

“[Plrejudice can be a simple ‘prejudgment,’
and unreasoned but not illogical conclusion.

“The ‘prejudice’ against homosexuality is of
that kind. While most pick it up on a play-
ground or schoolyard, it has roots in the Old
and New Testament, natural law, and the in-
herited wisdom of the race. And it has been
reinforced by the undeniable truth that the
homosexual ‘lifestyle,’ i.e. random and anony-
mous sex, has sent a host of diseases raging
through the ‘gay’ community and spawned an
epidemic, AIDS, which may yet kill a tenth of
America’s male homosexuals.

“Homosexuality involves sexual acts most
men consider not only immoral, but fulthy.
The reason public men rarely say aloud what
most say privately is they are fearful of being
branded ‘bigots’ by an intolerant liberal ortho-
doxy that holds, againstall evidence and expe-
rience, that homosexuality is a normal, healthy
lifestyle.”
— Syndicated columnist Patrick Buchanan,
doing what he does best, in a recent column
excoriating openly-gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank
(D-Mass.)for hisrole inthe Stephen Gobie male-
prostitution case. ¢
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