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Nashville Gouncil revives cable’s GAT
Gay Cable Network / Nashville to resume cablecasting next week

by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

An eleventh-hour effort from Metro Nashville council
member Stewart Clifton resulted Tuesday night in a 27-
7 vote on a funding resolution that will keep Community
Access Television’s (CAT) channel 35 on the air.

Channel 35 will resume cablecasts next Tuesday,
August 22, according to Dixie Aubrey, director of public
affairs for CAT.

Just two weeks earlier, council members had dealt
what was perceived to be the death blow to CAT when
they voted to table a similar funding measure until their
September 19 meeting. Clifton this week introduced a
new resolution calling for an appropriation of $185,000
(down $3,200 from the amount proposed in the earlier
resolution) to the already-approved CAT budget of
$54,900

Following that meeting on August 1, CAT officials
suspended operations “until further notice.” A message
being cablecast on CAT Channel 35, asked audience
members to call their Metro Council representatives to
urge their passage of Clifton’s funding measure.

“Because of the delay, we had more time to talk with
members of the council,” Aubrey said. “Stewart Clifton
worked very hard and presented very good arguments
so that council members could better understand why
they shouldn’t close down CAT so quickly.”

Members of the council’s budget and finance commit-
tee earlier had voted 7-3 in favor of Clifton’s amended
resolution.

“We need to pass this resolution, because a few years
ago the Council passed an ordinance to separate CAT
from the Metro government. The budget was to be more
or less automatic,” Clifton said. “Even with these supple-
mental funds, the appropriation is less than the baseline
budget CAT needs to operate at its capacity.”

Council member Gary Odom countered Clifton’s ar-
gument, saying that “in determining priorities, difficult
decisions have been made and will continue to be made
in the future.”

Odom once again cited cuts in funding for twice-
weekly garbage pick-ups as an area that might best be
served with the surplus funds. :

Those funds are derived from cable franchise fees and
are earmarked, by Metro ordinance, for CAT’s operation.
Odom and other CAT opponents are seeking to have
those franchise fees funnelled directly into the general
fund.

Both council members referred in their arguments to

arecently-reieased report from the Efficiency in Govern- —

ment Task Force.

According to Clifton, the report concludes that ceasing
operations of -channel 35 is not required to promote
greater efficiency. ’

Odom, however, cited claims that merging channel 35
with the government access channel (channel 33) was
more frasible.

“The report suggests putting all the franchise fees in
the generai fund and take the reserve fund as a windfall
to deal with all the other financial problems we’re fac-
ing,” Odom said.

“We've deferred, we've debated and we've heard far
too much from Mr. Odom and from me about this,”
Clifton said. “We need to vote this up or down today.”

The key to the 27-7 affirmative vote, Aubrey sug-
gested, was Clifton’s lobbying effort to make other coun-
cil members aware that CAT does not operate like other
Metro departments and was, in fact, created to operate
outside the political realm.

Resumption of operations at CAT will mean that Gay
Cable Network/Nashville (GCN) will continue to be
cablecast on Tuesday and Saturday nights onchannel 35.

GCN has figured prominently throughout the debate,
most recently at the August 1 meeting when council
member Tandy Wilson lambasted CAT general manager
Elliott Mitchell for his handling of the initial controversy
that accompanied GCN’s debut on the channel.

Aubrey said that the GCN controversy may have been
asticking point for some council members. “Taking into
consideration that most [council members] were not that
familiar with CAT, and their only information was that
[council member George Armistead’s attack on GCN],
that didn’t help much,” she said.

Aubrey said, however, that CAT'’s status as a first
amendment station was seen by many council members
as the reason for continued funding of operations. e

Partners launches Tennessee’s first-ever
private AIDS home health care program

by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

A program “designed to address
the ever-increasing needs of indi-
viduals faced with the life threaten-
ing crisis of AIDS,” is being set into
place by Partners Home Health Care,
a Nashville-based home health care
service.

PAC Team, or the Partners AIDS
Care Team, is being developed by
program coordinator Willis Pulley in
an effort to provide in-home medical
care for persons with acquired
immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS) and AIDS-related complex

(ARC). :

“Our purpose is not to discrimi-
nate, not to segregate, but rather to
offer care to persons with illnesses
related to AIDS or ARC,” Pulley
explained. “Our interest is for the
patients.”

The program, one of the first of its
kind in Tennessee, is being piloted
in the Nashville area. If it is success-
ful, it may be implemented in Part-
ners’ operations throughout Indi-
ana, Colorado, Kentucky, North
Carolina and Ohio, as well as Ten-
nessee.

“One of the motives behind start-

ing this program in Nashville is to
develop a prototype that any agency
could follow,” Pulley said.

“Based on my research, I've not
been able to find a program like this
anywhere else in Tennessee,” Pulley
explained. “There are similar pro-
grams in San Francisco and New
York. The program most similar to
this one with the closest location to

‘Nashville is in Atlanta.”

The PAC Team program is a sepa-
rate division of Partners’ overall in-
home health care program. The
company, well-established in the
o continued on page 3

Huda Shaarawi, tumn-of-the-century Egyptian feminist, whose memoirs recount life ir
aharem. See Centerpiece, page 4. — PHOTO COURTESY HUDA SHARAAWI

Ben-Shalom loses round

from STAFF REPORTS

The U.S. Federal Court of Appeals
for the Seventh Circuit ruled last
week thatthe Army is not required to
re-enlist lesbian Miriam Ben-Sha-
lom.

Justifying its decision in part on
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in
Bowers v. Hardwick, in which the

Court held that states could regulate

the rights of gay people to engage in
private, adult, consensual sexual
behavior, the court in Ben-Shalom’s
case upheld the Army’s regulation
discharging persons who “engage in
homosexual conduct, or who by

their statements demonstrate a pro-
pensity to engage in homosexual
conduct.”

The new decision by a three-judge
panel reverses a lower district court
ruling which had declared the Army
regulation unconstitutional and had
ordered the Army to re-enlist Ben-
Shalom. Ben-Shalom will appealtoa
full panel of the Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals.

Sue Hyde, director of the Privacy
Project of the National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force (NGLTF), and or-
ganizer of the Gay and Lesbian
e continued on page 3




Judy Eron, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Soclial Worker
Jim Siebold, PhD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Individual and Couples Counseling
615 329-1656

Kowalski Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Deborah Kowalski
Chiropractic Physician

108 Harding Place, Belle Meade
(615) 352-1234

ABBY R. RUBENFELD
ATTORNEY AT LAW

WATTS, UNDERWOOD & RUBENFELD
SUITE 150 / 3000 RICHARD JONES ROAD
NASHVILLE,

Gay/Lesbian Theiapy Gioup

for information, contact
Steve Davidson, LCSW
615) 391-0222
Dorothy Stockard, ACSW
(615) 360-7826

Joan Furman—Seaborg, MSN.RN

* Reiki
« Visualization for Health

524 East Iris Dr. (615) 297-6995
Nashville, TN 37204 320-8508

People to turn to.

Chattanooga Council on AIDS Resources,
Education and Services (Chattanooga CARES)
Box 8402, Chattanooga, TN 37411
call (615) 266-2422

L ]
aids Response Knoxville (aRK)
Box 3932, Knoxville, TN 37927
call (615) 523-AIDS
®

Aids to End AIDS Commitiee (ATEAC)
Box 40389, Memphis, TN 38174
M-F 3:30 pm - 11 pm Sat, Sun 7:30 pm - 11 pm
~call (301) 458-AIDS
Answering service 24 hours call (901) 762-8401
[ )

Nashville Council on AIDS Resources,
Education and Services (Nashville CARES)
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202
Education call (615) 385-AIDS
For information on individual or group
counseling, call (615) 385-1510
®
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Metropolitan Commanity Church Worship service,
Unitarian Church. 7:30pm. :

Mondays
Chattanooga CARES Closed support group. 6:30pm.
| Info 615 266-2422.

Thursdays
GayALesbian AR Open meeting. Unitarian Church. 8pm.

Jobnson City

Sunoays
Metropolitan Community Church Worship service,
7pm. Holston Valley Unitarian Church. Info 615 926-4393.

Knoxville
Sundays

Metropolitan Commanity Church  Worship service,
6pm. Corner Weisgarber & Lonas. Info 615 521-6546.

Monagays
alds Responss Knoxville PWA Support Group, 7-
8:30pm. Info 615 523-AIDS.

Tuesdays

alds Responss Knoxville Circle of Love family and
friends support group, 8pm. Info 615 523-AIDS.

Gay and Lesbian Student Unlon/UTK Weekly meeting.
8pm. Info 615 521-6546.

Knoxville’s Ten Percent Monthly meeting, 2nd Tuesday
only, 8pm. 1320 N. Central. Info 615 521-6546.

Wednesdays

aids Responss Knoxville HIV+ Support Group, 6:30pm.
Info 615 523-AIDS.

Mempbhis

Monadays

Bay Alternative Howr Radio show, WEVL-FM 90, 6-
7pm.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Tuesdays

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30 and 8pm. Info

901 272-9549.

Wednesdays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous)- Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Thursdays

P-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
Support group. St. John's Episcopal Church, 322 S Greer.
1st Thursday only. Info 901 761-1444.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous)  Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Into the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous)

Meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 276-7379.

Frigays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous)  Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30 and 10pm. Info 901 272-
9549,

Sober (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Saturdays

Twisted Sisters (ACOA) Open meeting. Memphis
Lambda Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) - Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Just like clockwork
Chattanooga Sundays
Agape New Life Charch Sunday School, 9:30am.
Sundays : Worship service, 11am. Info 901 276-1872.

Holy Trinity Community Church Worship service,
11am. 1216 Forrest Ave. Info 901 726-9443.

Into the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous)
Meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. Info 901 276-
7379.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting.
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 272-9549.

Nashville

Mondays

Nashville CARES ARC/AIDS Support Group. 6:30pm. Info
615 385-1510.

Lambda Group Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting for
gay men and lesbians, Unitarian Church. 8pm.

MAGNET (Married and Gay Network) Support group for
married gay men. 1st & 3rd Mondays only. MCC. 7:30pm.
Info 615 320-0288.

Tuesaays

Nashville CARES HIV+ Support Group. 6pm. Info 615
385-1510.

Vanderbilt AIDS Project Story and Poetry Support
Group (for PWAs), West End United Methodist Church.
6:30pm. Info 615 322-2252.

Al-Anon  Closed meeting, MCC. 6:30pm.

Nashville Women’s Alliance Meeting, at the Book
Oasis, 2824 Dogwood PI. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays only.
7:30pm. Info 615 292-7100.

P-FLAG Meeting of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays, 4th Tuesday only. Unitarian Church. 7:30pm. Info 615
662-0332. ’

Sober Sisters (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous) Open
meeting, MCC. 8p: "

Wednesdays
Sex Addicts Anonymaes Closed meeting for gay men
and lesbians. MCC. 5:30pm.

- Nashville CARES Newcomers Group. 6pm. Info 615

385-1510.

Affirmation Meeting for lesbian and gay United
Methodists. 4th Wednesday only. 7pm. Info 615 366-6448.
Gay Parents Support Group Meeting, MCC. 1st
Wednesday only. 7pm. Info 615 831-2941 or 615 320-
0288

Gay / Leshian Addictions Anonymous Mesting,
Belmont United Methodist Church. 8pm.

Thursdays

Incest Swrvivors Anonymous Closed women's meeting.
First Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 6:30pm.

Nashville CARES Visualization Group. 7:15pm. Info 615
385-1510.

Alternatives (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed meeting for
lesbians and gay men, MCC. 8pm.

Lesbian Aduit Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)

Meeting. 8pm. Info 615 385-4776.

- Frigays

Sexaholics Anonymons Closed meeting, MCC. Spm.

Alcoholics Anonymous Program Study Group
Meeting, Belmont United Methodist. 7:30 pm.

Saturdays

Incest Survivors Anonymors Open meeting. First
Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 5:30pm.

Metropolitan Community Church Community Dinner,

< allyou can eat. 7:30pm. $5. Info 615 320-0288.

Sundays

Metropolitan Community Church Worship services,
11am and 7pm. Info 615 320-0288.

Incest Survivors Anonymous Closed meeting. First
Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 6pm.
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Big events

Saturaay, August 19
Potiuck Dinner Sponsored by Black and White Men
Together / Memphis. 7pm. Info 901 726-1461.

Saturday and Sunday, August 19 and 20
Camping Trip Sponsored by Knoxville’s Ten Percent.
Info 615 521-6546.

Monday, August 21

Consclousness Ralsing BeingBlackina WhiteMan's
Arms. Sponsored by Black and White Men Together /
Memphis. Free. 7:30pm. Info 901 726-1461.

Wednesaay, August 23

Ice Cream on the Lawn Vanderbilt Lambda dessert
social. Peabody President’s House, 1801 Edgeill, Nash-
ville. Bring your favorite dessert. Free. 7pm. Info 615
297-5352.

Saturday, August 26 2
Seminar A/DS 101. aids Response Knoxville (aRK)
seminar for buddies and friends of PWAs. $15 registra-
tion, scholarships available. 9am-5pm. Registration and
info 615 523-AIDS.

_

Sunday, August 27

Dinner Black and White Men Together / Memphis. At
Gridley’sBBQ, 53239 Elvis Presley Blvd, Memphis. 5pm.
Info 901 726-1461.

Saturday, September 9 :
Dance The First Gays & Lesbians in Recovery Dance.
Sponsored by Gays and Lesbians in Recovery. Dress
casual. Sodas and juices served. Unitarian Universalist
Church, 1808 Woodmoni #ivd, Nashville. $3.

9:30pm—1am.

Sunday, September 10

Feminist Book Circle Discussion of The Dog Collar
Murders by Barbara Wilson. Unitarian Universalist
Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, Nashville. Free. 5-7pm.

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in Dates. Write to
Dars, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 615
327-Dare and leave a message. Please include information
about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a contact person’s
name with address and/or phone number for verification.
Deadline noon Tuesday for publication next Friday.




AIDS; understand the most
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...pnvate home care for PWAs

o continued from page 1
community, is a for-profit operation.
According to Pulley, the program is de-

signed for private pay or coverage by health

insurance carriers. Medicare and/or Medicaid
cases are considered on an
individual basis.

Nurses who are participat-
ing in the program, which be-
gan August 1, were selected,
according to a brochure,
because they have the cur-
rent general knowledge of

important components of a
nursing assessment of a client
diagnosed with AIDS; com-
prehend the major skilled

Team on a part-time basis.

“We are actively recruiting nurses who have
a personal interest in caring for people with
AIDS,” Pulley said. “These patients not only
need someone for medical care, but also need
someone who can provide
moral support during diffi-
cult times.”

Pulley saidthat asthe AIDS
pandemic continues, many
of the stereotypes and fears
associated with the illness
are being replaced by a thirst
for knowledge among health
care givers.

“Many are becoming more
aware of the illness, but still
others are refusing to learn.

nursing interventions in the
home care of a client with AIDS; and can
identify various community resources avail-
able to persons with AIDS and their families.

“They must first be knowledgeable and not
averse to working with someone with AIDS,”
Pulley said. “They should have an interest in
caring for someone with AIDS. And they
should realize that there is no such thing as a
typical AIDS patient.”

Some of the nurses are full-time staffers in
the PAC Team program, while others are on
staff at area hospitals and working for the PAC

This illness is so unique that
people in the medical profession need to be
aware of the advances in its treatment. All of
the nurses in this program should know the
subtleties of the illness,” Pulley said.

Patients in the program should be referred
by their primary medical doctors, a move that
should ensure individualized patient care.

“It’s important for the patients, for their
family, their significant others, their friends, to
know they [the patients] are accepted and
cared for by concemned individuals,” Pulley
said. e

...Ben-Shalom loses round

e continued from page 1

Military Freedom Project Coalition, con-
demned the court’s decision.

“The damage Hardwick did to the lives of
gay men and lesbians continues to become
clear with each new case,” Hyde said.

“In Ben-Shalom, the 7th Circuit extends the
dangerous logic of Hardwickto say it's okay to
be gay, okay to say you're gay and you favor
gay rights, but that it’s not okay to act on one’s
sexual orientation, not okay to live our lives
fully, without cxpenenctng discrimination,”
she said.

Ben-Shalom began her legal battle in 1976,
when she was discharged from the Army Re-
serves because she acknowledged her lesbi-
anism to reporters writing about her appoint-
ment as one of the first two women drill ser-
geants in the Army Reserves.

In earlier victories, lower courts held that

Ben-Shalom’s First Amendment rights were
violated by her discharge; and that the Army
regulation denied to gay people equal protec-
tion under the law because it penalized per-
sons for their status as homosexuals.

“It is the identity that makes her ineligible for
military service, not the speaking of it out
loud,” wrote Judge Harlington Wood Jr. in the
new Ben-Shalom decision. “Thus, if the
Army’s regulation affects speech, it does so
only incidentally, in the course of pursuing
other legitimate goals.”

The decision, Hyde said, is a setback for gay
and lesbian activists working to secure the
right to serve in the military.

“We had hoped to find relief in this decision
for service members who face witch hunts and
prosecutions simply for being gay or lesbian;
instead we find judicial prejudice,” Hyde
added. o

from STAFF REPORTS

PWA appointed to AIDS Commission

WASHINGTON — Belinda Mason, president of the National Association of People with AIDS,
is the first person with AIDS to be appointed by President George Bush to the National AIDS
Commission.

Mason, and David Rogers, professor at Cornell Medical College in New York City, are Bush's
first appointees to the Commission which is charged with evaluating and affecting federal policy
for fighting the AIDS epidemic.

The appointments of Mason and Rogers were praised by AIDS community leaders.

“We are extremely pleased with these appointments, especially with the critical and important
perspective brought to the commission by Mason,” said Tim McFeeley, executive director of the
Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF), the nation’s ninth-largest political action committee.

“Tens of thousands of people living with AIDS around the nation are applauding the inclusion
of their collective voice in the nation’s preeminent AIDS policy group,” McFeeley said. “President
Bush is to be commended for his understanding of the need to have the community most affected
by the epidemic participate in the development of national AIDS policy.”

The commission will promote the development of a national consensus on AIDS policy. It will
evaluate and make recommendations regarding the financing of health care and research
relating to AIDS, and is expected to help implement recommendations in the report issued last

year by the Presidential HIV Commission chaired by Admiral James Watkins.

elebrate the

grandest
Grand Opening
ever.

@ﬂy at Michael’s
Champagne & hors d’oeuvres
sunday, August 20

1p.m.till 5 p.m.

< gi lowers, balloons and gifts
for weddings, holy unions
and making up.
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5’81 Nolensville Road, Nashville ¢ (615) 254-6886




The Gay and Lesbian Student Union
of the University of Tennessee | Knoxville
meets weekly. For more information, get in touch with us:

GLSU/UTK
University of Tennessee or phone the Gay Helpline
Box 8529 (615) 521-6546
Knoxville, TN 37996 7-11 p.m.
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New man in town! g v
New bartender Greg Stuart CLus

And don’t forget
Colette’s Birthday Party
Saturday, August 19
10 p.m. No cover!
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The
TJowne House
Restaurant

Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm
165 Eighth Avenue North © 615 254-1277

gas Ltte

Monday-Thursday 4.30 pm - 1 am

Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am

Sunday Noon - 1 am

167/, Eighth Avenue North ® 615 254-1278
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SUPPORT the AIDS VACCINE EFFORT

Vanderbilt AIDS Vaccine Evaluation Center

is currently seeking healthy persons who are at low risk

for exposure to the AIDS virus to participate in research trials

which evaluate potential AIDS vaccines.

There Is absolutely no risk of acquiring AIDS from these vaccines.
Persons interested in volunteering

for AIDS vaccine research must meet the following criteria:

+ Age: 18-60 years

+ Healthy: no chronic illness

+ Low-risk lifestyle for HIV (AIDS) exposure: monogamous
relationship or abstinent, no IV drug abuse

+ Available for 12-14 month study

In addition to these general guidelines, volunteers for

the present study must have never had a smallpox vaccine.

For more information about the current study,

or future studies, please contact:

Vanderbilt AIDS Vaccine Evaluation Center at 615-343-2437 (343-AIDS)

AUGBGUST 1 8 -24" 19 829

G

by CHARISSE GENDRON

Special to Dare

UDA SHAARAWI, 2 founding
mother of Egyptiar: feminism
’ and nationalism after World
War I, was bomn in 1879 into the fabled
world of the harem, a term indicating
both women'’s physical seciusion in the
Muslim household and their invisibility
in the social world dominated by men.
Toward the end of her life in 1947, she
wrote her memoirs, the “final femin:st
act,” in her translator’s words, of a
woman who had been trained to veil her
private feelings as well as her face.
Entrusted for 40 years io a young fe-
male cousin, these discreetly fascinating

memoirs, Harem Years: The Memoirs of

an Egyptian Feminist, were recently
published in an English translation by
Margot Badran, who also supplies an
absorbing historical introduction, photo-
graphs, and glossary of Arabic and Turk-
ish terms. ;

Huda’'s memoirs will reward anyone
interested in women'’s social progress
and relations between East and West in
the post-colonial world. The book is also
literary entertainment, full of seemingly
unconscious but artful disclosures fash-
ioned by the tension between Huda’s
modemn urge toward candor and her
“Victorian” habit of reserve.

Huda levelly recounts a childhood
privileged by wealth but constricied by
the domestic prejudices and injustices so
memorably represented by the great 19th
century novelists — Flaubert, Eliot, Tol-
stoy.

Huda's beloved father, a wealthy land-
owner and provincial administrator in
upper Egypt, dies when she is five. She
grows up in his Cairo harem, cohabited
by her mother Igbal, a Circassian
“beauty” of the sort prized as slaves and
consorts by the Turkish elite, and another
of her father’s wives, Umm Kabira (Big
Mother). When Sultan Pasha dies, these
young women (Igbal is in her twenties)
take to their beds— Umm Kabira perma-
nently.

A conniving maid, Fatanat, incites the
mothers’ envy if Huda forms attachments
to family friends, such as the loyal but
possessive Frenchwoman, Mme. Rich-
ard. The eunuch Said Agha, zealous for
Huda's femininity, foils her efforts to
study Arabic grammar and poetry by
instulting the instructors. (Castration and
slavery were outlawed in the latter 18th
century, but customs died hard.)

When Huda and her brother, Umar,
fall ill at the same time, doctors flock
around the boy’s bed and ignore the girl,
who is of lesser social value.

The young Huda reminds one of
Maggie Tulliver, George Eliot's heroine
of The Mill on the Floss, rebellious yet
anxious to please. She spends her days
playing in a beautiful garden planted by
her father, one of her few consolations.
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Feminism born

Once, she tells us, Uman appears in
the garden and “standing hand on hip
[says] peremptorily, ‘How shameful that
you, a girl, are always outside while . 2
boy, pass my time inside ™"

To the reader’s horror, she answers
obediently, “Tomorrow it will be just the
opposite.”

Umar’s friends are her friends until
puberty, when she is forbidden to associ-
ate with males outside the family or ic
appear unveiled in public. She writes,
“suddenly T was required to restrict my-
self to the company of girls and women.
I felt a stranger in their world — their
habits and notions startled me.” Anyone
who has spent time exclusively among
ultrafeminized women will understand.

THE FAMILY’S HANDLING of
Huda’s betrothal to her cousin and

- guardian Ali Pasha Shaarawi, about 30

years her senior, reveals the depths of
“protective” duplicity. Igbal presents the
13-year-old Huda with the Pasha’s be-
trothal gift of jewels without explaining
their significance. Slaves claim that wed-
ding favors they are embroidering are for
someone else’s marriage.

Finally, male friends of the family in-
form Huda of her betrothal while Said
Agha fiercely whispers in her ear, “Do
you wish to disgrace the'name of your
father and destroy your poor mother
who is weeping in her sickbed and might
not survive the shock of your refusal?”

In what follows — a wondrous ex-
ample of the muted female’s disclosure
in the text of her body of what she cannot
name — Huda reveals her fear of prema-
ture deflowering: “Upon hearing these
words, which pierced my heart, I replied,
‘Do whatever you want,’ and rushed
immediately to my mother’s room scrap-
ing my head on a nail on the side of the
door in my haste. Bleeding and about to
faint, I must have been a pitiful sight. My
friend and others around me wept.”

The actual deflowering occurs in an-
other ellipsis in the narrative, but Huda
symbolically expresses its ‘mpact when,
the morning after the wedding, she real-
izes that the beautiful garden planted by
her father has been chopped down to ac-
commodate the fantastic wedding ient,
which itself has disappeared in the night.

THE MEMOIRS ATTEST to 19th cen-
tury Muslim women’s resistance to the
“accepted” custom of polygamy. Huda
recounts the story of one woman who
braves bedouin robbers crossing the
desert to escape an unfaithful husband,
and Igbal insists that Ali Pasha Shaarawi
agree to marry no one else after Huda.
(Custom permitted but discouraged such
contracts.)

Huda rejoices when he violates the
spirit of this agr-ement, giving her
grounds for separating from him for
seven years.

-
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Huda Sharaawi, left, sitting with ateenaged Saiza Nabarawi, who was later editor of L Egyplienne, the journal

ofthe Egyptian Feminist Union, inthe French salon of Sharaawi’s Cairo house. — PHOTO COURTESY SAIZA NABARAW!

During this time she studies languages
and music and attends the new women’s
salons of the 1890s, where upperclass
Egyptian, Turkish and European women
begin to remove their intellectual blind-
ers. :
The rest of the story, if less psychologi-
cally intriguing, is of equal historical
worth. As an adult, Huda uses her money
and intelligence to help found the Egyp-
tian feminist and nationalist movements.
She martials the viceregal Turkish prin-
cesses to raise funds for a dispensary for
poor women and children.

At lectures by French and Egyptian
feminists that Huda organizes at the new
university and at her home, women for
the first time meet publicly to discuss the
institution of the harem and the condi-
tion of women in other countries. (Cus-
tomstill forbids themto meetattheirown
“club” — apparently the very word
arouses consternation.)

Returning with two other Egyptian
women from an intemational feminists’
meeting in Rome in 1923, Hudaunveilsat
the Cairo station. Female spectators
applaud; eunuchs frown.

“This daring act,” writes Badran, “sig-
nalled the end of the harem system in
Egypt.”

After World War I, Huda heads the
Wafdist Women'’s Central Committee in
the fight for independence from the Brit-
ish. Women of all classes and religions —
Muslims, Jews, Copts —face British guns
in demonstrations and boycott British
goods and banks, a2 powerful maneuver
since women control their own property
and are the nation’s chief consumers

But the women Wafdists soon face a
bitter political reality known to many
'women activists: in 1920, the men’s divi-
sion of the Wafd excludes the women
from discussion of the proposed terms of
independence, terms which the women
are forced to criticize in print. When the
Wafd comes to power in 1924, having
promised women’s liberation, they in-

stead bar the women (who picket and
distribute a list of their demands) from
the opening of Parliament.

In a late passage of the memoirs, Huda
deftly analyzes the double standard and
the myth of the “exceptional woman”:
“Men view these women as supernatural
beings and their deeds as miracies.. Yet
women's great acts and endless sacrifices
do not change men's views of
women...Faced with contradicitons, they
prefertoraise women above the ordinary
human plane instead of placing them on
a level equal to their own... Women have
felt this is their souls.”

Placed next to the sometimes twisted
literature of colonial deconstruction,
Huda'’s memoirs attest to one individual’s
ability to maintain moral wholeness
under foreign occupation. In an intro-
duction to Malek Alloula’s The Colonial
Harem, for instance, Barbara Harlow
seems to support the notion that the
women of post-colonial Algeria, in re-
suming the veil, and those of post-colo-
nial Kenya, in demanding the “right” of
female circumcision, have acted heroi-
cally by claiming solidarity with native
patriarchal custom against liberation
through the ideas of the oppressor.

HUDA SHAARAWI SHOWS no such
confusion. She fights British rule in Egypt
but embraces European people and
ideas that can expand her intellectual
world. Nor does she derive her identity
from being a revolutionary’s concubine,
as so many progressive women have
been tricked into doing.

'Was Huda a lesbian? She records expe-
niences and beliefs common to many
19th century lesbian reformers, as de-
scribed, for instance, in Lillian
Faderman's Surpassing the Love of Men.
But the answer to #hat question about
Huda’s life remains veiled.

Editor's note: For more information, see
Harem Years, by Huda Shaarawi, tranlated
by Margot Badran. New York: The Feminist
Press, 1987. 161 pages. $0.95, paper. o

Border to border, cover to cover.
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Juaniia's

Sunday 25¢ draft 4 pm — 8 pm

Tuesday is Movie Night
25¢ draft & free popcorn 8 pm — 11 pm

Beer Bust — $3 All you can drink
Wednesday 7 pm — 11 pm
‘Saturday 2 pm — 6 pm

Free cookout Labor Day,
September 4, 4 pm

Nashville’s Sunday Night Party Place!

1700 4th Avenue South, Nashville 615/256-9681

b

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CAST SHOWS
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Nashville’s Premier Gay Bance Bar #2529 Franklin Road, Nashville ® (615) 385-9689
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Support GCN

Dear Dare,

“What’s going to happen to Gay Cable Net-
work [GCN]?*

This question and various forms of a reply
have been floating around since the August 1
meeting of the Metro Council, where funding
for Community Access Television [CAT] was
cut from the city’s budget.

I'wouldlike to put an end to the speculation
about “What's going to happen to GCN?"

By the time this appears in print, we will
know the outcome of [Council member Ste-
wart] Clifton’s second attempt to secure fund-
ing for CAT. Mr. Clifton believes he has the
support from enough fellow council members
to pass the funding resolution at the August 15
meeting. If the resolution did pass, then it will
be business as usual for GCN.

If the funding resolution failed, then GCN
will be off the air, temporarily. As you know,
September is our one-year anniversary. Our
celebration will continue as planned, but it will
serve a dual purpose. It will recognize our
accomplishments andraise the money needed
to continue our coverage of local events. With-
out CAT, we will have to purchase equipment
and air time. While a formidable task, it is one
that is within our grasp. Once this is accom-
plished, we will be back on the air, with our
regular programming schedule.

We need the support of the community
now, more than ever. Last September, GCN
was able to overcome objections from council
members, and begin cablecasting on channel
35. We were able to do this with the
community’s support. And it is only with the
community’s support that we will remain on
the air. Together, we will reshape the future for
lesbians and gays in Nashville. :

Gay Cable Network/Nashville is here to
stay! -
DIANE EASTER
[Executive Director, GCN/Nashville
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by CAROLE CUNNINGHAM
Slaff Writer

I HAD BEGUN TO BELIEVE that after
cheerfully discrediting the spurious logic and
homophobic rantings of the authors of Afler
the Ball, 1 could relegate columns bemoaning
our community’s latent attachment to oppres-
sive institutions to a once- or twice-yearly dia-
tribe during a slow news week.

But I've discovered that Afier the Ball was
not in fact the problem. The book was instead
symptomatic of a much greater conspiracy on
the part of would-be clinicians and diagnosti-
cians of our community’s calamitous depravity
— a conspiracy to market a curative designed
to legitimize our community’s culture (in the
ostensible interest of securing our civil rights)
by adopting our own “special” version of insti-
tutions that oppress us and others.

At a recent gay and lesbian “entertainment,”
I heard a gay man introduce a song about
monogamous devotion by solemnly declaring
that gay men, with the advent of AIDS, had
begun to take love, their relationships and
monogamy seriously. Andthat it was high time
they did.

The singer confessed in repentant tones that
his oat-sowing days were over, then asked
each of us to hug someone with AIDS. That this
song was followed by a patriotic piece that
reminded him, he said, of America, would

ships as the cause of many community woes.

“And now it’s time for reality,” she says. “Oh,
the clubs are still there and there is plenty of
political work still to be done, but let’s face it,
folks, it's time to get some balance in our lives.
It's time for relationships that work, that en-
dure, that satisfy. It's time to get serious about
partnerships that are permanent.”

Why? Because Berzon’s argument, along
with many others, legitimizes the internalized
homophobia most difficult to eradicate by tell-
ing us we need to hearken to our fears, not
overcome them. The argument for monoga-
mous, long-term relationships increasingly
sounds like street-corner sermons invoking us
to align with Good as the End Time ap-
proaches, a similarity of content and flavorthat
capitalizes on the fear of AIDS and bows to the
notion that perhaps we do, after all, deserve
this horrid reprimand from nature for our
questionable sexual behavior.

This is not to say that there is something
wrong with having long-term relationships or
that seriousness, in itself, is a2 bad thing. Far
from it. But when our rhetoric about what our
community “should” do has become indistin-
guishable from what our oppressors say we
“should do,” it’s time to ask some questions.

Bureaucrats and bigots have long known

have been hysterical had it that they can avoid ad-
not be so chillingly serious, dressing the oppressive-
so frighteningly unreflec- The argument ness of their laws or institu-
tive. The evening ended tions by blaming a group’s
with another patriotic that 8ay men and oppression not on their
paean to liberty and justice | Jesbians’ efforts 1O | societal circumstances, but
for its performers aptly on some pathology unique
called a “global hymn.” gai” social to the oppressed group.
Underlying these admit- leg[ﬂ"gac.‘y and Therefore, in the case of
tedly well-intentioned African Americans, the
comments aboug gay Iegalpmwdio”s incendiary can be conven-
ﬁp:em gewing “seriows” | bave been undercut ;nﬂv et
ut their lives and rela- amed on our eco-
tionships is the argument at by our iﬂabimy to nomic system, not on
Ao e Bl 20 books TEsain in ool e nints:
1 ’

like it so patently offensive long-lasting | of the black family,” the
it uniess we. snow an | Telationsbips begs | (R ok
ability to adapt to and re- several questions. Straights have long
spect the institutions, ex- blamed the marginaliza-

pectations and values of
straight society, not only will we not be given
our civil rights, we don't deserve them.

The argument that gay men and lesbians’
efforts to gain social legitimacy and legal pro-
tections have been undercut by our inability to
remain in long-lasting relationships begs sev-
eral questions: first, that we actually do suffer
an inability to. maintain long-term relation-
ships disproportionate to the non-gay popula-
tion; and second, that we do indeed want to
maintain long-term monogamous relation-
ships that more or less mimic (usually “more)
straight marriage. There is scant statistical
support for the  first premise, but our
community’s growing infatuation with the
second should give us pause.

It came as no surprise to me when I discov-
ered that the best-selling book at one local
bookstore is Betty Berzon's Permanent Pari-
ners: Building Gay and Lesbian Relationships
that Last. Berzon, too, identifies our alleged
lack of seriousness about long-term relation-

tion of gays and lesbians
on a community pathology seemingly hell-
bent on self-destruction: we don'’t reproduce,
we engage in deviant sexual behavior and we
refuse to "control” our sexual impulses, result-
ing in meaningless lives and rampant disease.

IF THE GAY SINGER at the coffeehouse is
any indication, gay people are taking these in-
dictments seriously and insisting that we have
exhibited a prurient, despicable pathology in
the past from which we may only recover by
adapting to an institution of health and vigor:
the marriage (never mind that this institution
has subjugated women for centuries, legiti-
mized violence against women and children,
and in no way reflects the living arrangements
of most Americans).

Oh, we invent different names for our mar-
riages: holy unions, life partnerships, solstice
sisters, confluence of newts. We say our per-
manent partnerships are “different,” then we
sing a hymn to Lady Liberty at the reception.
o continued on page 8
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J World Famous 1
306 4TH AVE SHVILLE

SUNDAY 1-5PM 75¢ CAN BEER
(NEW) WITH OUR DJ - TOM
ALL REQUEST SUNDAY 3 -9 PM
LISTEN TO YOUR MUSIC

SEPTEMBER 4TH LABOR DAY
1 PMTILL
ON THE PATIO

2311 Franklin Road, Nashville COOKOUT
615 269-5318  Open 3 pm-1 am NO COVER

¢ Unique designs by our award-winning designers
e Balloon bouqueta ¢ Fruit and gourmet baskets
¢ We deliver everywhere
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| potatoes, pinto beans, sliced tomatoes

PARTY LINE
1-900-999:1114

FORMEN

ADULTS ONLY, 95¢ FIRST MINUTE, 75° EACH ADDITIONAL MINUTE
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Announcements

 Don? forget to cast your vote for the Dare First Night
Theatre Awards. All ballots must be postmarked by
midnight, Monday, August 28, 1989.

 All welcome to attend a Christian service of healing.
First meeting in early Sept. Focus on Jesus as savior,
healer, iover and friend. All in a crisis or not. David,
306 BloomingtonAve, Mpls, MN 55407.

* Do you remember ihe first time you read Radclyfe
Hall's The We!l of Loneliness? Dare is looking for your
impressions and recollections for a Radclyffe Hall
anniversary siory. Phone us at 615 327-Dare, and
either tell your anecdote or leave your name and
number for an interview

© TWO BEANS TEE SHIRTS Fun designs! Write for
tree catalog; 2391 Forrest Avenue #3 Memphls N
38112.

e Dare is now in Knoxville! Look for us at the
Carouse!, the Pepperiree Traditions, Metropolitan
Communitv Church/Knoxville and Davis-Kidd
Booksellers. Tennessee’s Lesbian and Gay
Newsweeklv

* WANTED: Reliable, haraworking seif-starters in
Knoxville Nashville and Memphis for commissioned
ad sales. lareai pari-time, high-pay work for students,
eic. 615 327-Dare.

© WANTED: Reliable and energetic people to help

deliver Dare in Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis and
Nashville. Write Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or
phone 615 327-Dare.

oLONG HOURS. HARD WORK. LOW PAY.Dare is
accepting applications from writers in Chattanooga, -
Knoxville, Memphis, Nashville, the Tri-cities and
around Tennessee. Leam community-oriented
joumalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box 40422,
Nashville, 37204 or phone 615 327-Dare.

TIravel

o TIMBERFELL LODGE, DISCREET HIDEAWAY.
Bed & breakfast inn. 250 acres country elegance,
deluxe rooms & food, sauna, jacuzzi & hiking. Clothes
optional. The South's finest gay men's resort. Rie 11,
Box 94-A, altn: DAR, Greeneville, TN 37743. 615-
234-0833.

Homes

* GWM 27 seeks roommate to share 2bdrm
townhouse in Nashville West End area. 615 383-2869.

*GWM seeks M/F roommate to share 3 bdrm house.
No smoker/pets. $2). plus utils. 615-883-6507

Personal

© Happy first anniversary, Randy and Sherry! Con-
gratulations on making it through that tough first year,
and many happy retuins. Second time’s the cham,
huh?
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Hooray for Rave Revues

Hooray for Hollywood. Conceived and directed by Katie Gladfelter.
Rave Revues, Backstage at the Bam. Through September 2.
reviewed by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

ANYTIME YOU PICK UPatheatre program
and read the names Martha Gabel and Su
Hyatt, you know you're in for a treat.

Then when you see that Michael Lee and
Robert Whorton are aiso listed on the playbill,
you know the two women are in good com-
pany.

Anda good company is exactly what you get
in Rave Revues’ latest offering, Hooray for
Hollywood, a collection of movie themes, film
scores, stage-to-film adaptations and comedic

scenes. It's a slight piece of theatricality, but

entertaining all the same.

Act one, “Movies Were Movies” is an affec-
tionately tuneful look at
the early days of Hoily-
wood — from Al Jolson
and Charlie Chaplin to
42nd Street and the Marx |
Brothers.

Whorton gives several |
Jolson standards new
highly personalized. in-
terpretations. His lyric
tenor is appealing, but |
hardly strong enough to
hear on some notes
Whorton is paired with
Lee on “Make 'em Laugh,”
a hokum-filled number |
that falls just short of the l

Sera,” and Gabel’s deliciously campy tumn as
Marlene Deitrich singing “Falling in Love
Again.”

Whorton is given his chance at playing astar

“when he performs Gene Kelly’s famous

“Singin’ in the Rain” number, replete with
umbrella and fedora. Lee has his turn with a
Fred Astaire-inspired salute that includes

" “Steppin’ Out With My Baby” and “Top Hat,

White Tie and Tails” (but where’s the white
tie?).

Act three, “Broadway Goes to Hollywood,”
is entertaining and contains some favorite
show tunes, but why is it here? There were
scads of good movie
songs that could have
| been added to the pro-
gram, so why rehash the
Broadway songs that
should have been given
their own showcase?

But that's not to fault
Katie Gladfeiter. who di-
rected and conceived the
show.

Hooray for Hollywood
is enormously entertain-
ing, despite the minor
gaffes and fluffed lines
that were noticed on
opening night.

mark.

Gabel steals the stage in act one with her
Ruby Keeler/Joan Blondell-inspired chorine
number, “42nd Street.” It’s definitely the high-
light of the first stanza and Gabel once again
proves herself adept at any —and all, it would

~ seem — characters.

Hyatt, a talented singer and comedian, plays
Chaplin in an amusing pantomime (coupled
with Lee) but unfortunately the number seems
unable to achieve any high energy level.

Act two, which salutes filmdom’s “Legends”
is a marked improvement on the firstact and is
filled with the best numbers in the show.

Whorton and Hyatt’s “Nelson and Jeanette”
duet is delightful, an artful mix of high drama
and broad humor (the humor coming mainly
from Hyatt’s expert mugging and soaring so-
prano on “When I'm Calling You.”) Whorton
and Lee’s dueling Bings (Crosby, that is) are
terribly funny, but Lee’s Bing is definitely
closer to the target than is Whorton’s.

The real fun comes in Hyatt and Gabel’s
“Those Wonderful Blondes” number in which
they salute Marilyn Monroe, Carol Channing
and Doris Day. It’simmensely entertainingand
features some show-stopping songs like “Dia-
monds Are a Girl’s Best Friend,” “Qué Sera,

..monogamy

o continued from page 6

We know we deserve equal rights. We
know the injustice of having our lovers iso-
lated from us during illness, of being unable to
receive spousal benefits and spousal inheri-
tance. -
But we do not correct those injustices by
engaging in intercourse, oral or otherwise,
with the very institution and rhetoric that

The choreography was
ideal ly suited to the small Backstage at the
Barmn stage and had just the right amout of flash
and brass thata Hollywood musical revue calls
for.

Nathan Burbank’s accompaniment —
which goes beyond your basic piano playing
and includes some comedy turns — exempli-
fies superb musicianship.

Gabel and Hyatt are, as expected, wonder-
ful! Gabel’s numbers enable her to briefly play
two characters I'd love to see in their entirety
— Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ Lorelei Lee and
Cabaret’s Sally Bowles. Hyatt’s lovely voice
has never sounded better than when she sings
“People,” but I kept waiting for her to shatter
the song’s sentimentality with a boisterous
comic jab.

Lee and Whorton, faced with the unenviable
task of sharing the stage with two such sea-
soned comedic and musical performers, more
than hold their own, although their numbers
are not nearly so exciting as those featuring
Gabel and Hyatt.

ON THE WHOLE, the four performers are a
pleasure to watch and, instead of saying
“Hooray for Hollywood,” I think I'd rather say,
“Hooray for Rave Revues!” e

brought about our inequity. In the process we
oppress ourselves, we oppress others in our
community who do not wish to mimic their
oppressors’ smiles, and we give legitimacy to
the notion that we don’t deserve justice until
we act “responsibly,” respectably and look just
like Them. It may seem like we're singing a
different tune, but the theme sounds awfully
familiar. e
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