Protesters charge bias

by HARRISON HICKS
Staff Writer

Seven Metropolitan Community Church/
Nashville members, saying they were con-
cemed about anti-gay discrimination, took
their message to the streets last week in a
picket of the Big Red Q Quikprint shop on
Nashville’s Harding Place.

Franchise owner Bill Breyfogel wasaccused
of firing layout artist Jim Aldredge for being
gay. Aldredge, a member of the church,
charged then that Breyfogel fired him because
another employee stopped talking to Al-
dredge when he learned Aldredge was gay.
Aldredge led the picketers Thursday, June 1.

Among the protesters was Paul Tucker, the
church’s pastor. Tucker said he saw the picket
asa matter of justice. “I think it’s very important
for us to continue to confront issues that are
justice issues and discrimination issues,” said
Tucker, who along with the other protesters
carried signs denouncing Big Red Q.
Aldredge’s mother also joined the picket
Thursday afternoon, saying that she supported
her son’s rights.

Besides picketing, the protesters also
handed out leaflets explaining what they were
doing and urged anyone considering doing
business with the shop not to do so.

Aldredge, a senior in graphic arts at Middle
Tennessee State  University in nearby
Murfreesboro, said earlier that he hoped the
picket would “send a message the the lesbian
and gay community would not support busi-
nesses that discriminate on the basis of sexual
orientation.”

Besides attracting the attention of Big Red Q
employees and customers, the protest was
also noticed by those in neighboring stores.
Despite the fact that the protesters had stayed
o continued on page 3

Hippies, Faeries and Trolls documentary photography by Tennessean Lee Steenhuis, examines life in
Nashville’s Cumberland River community, the Flatrock hippy collective near Murfreesboro and the Radical Faeries'
Short Mountain Sanctuary near Woodbury. The exhibition opens Sunday, June 11, with a reception from 1:00—3:00
p.m. at Mills Bookstore in Nashville’s Hillsboro Village . — PHOTO BY LEE STEENHUIS

by JEFF ELLIS
Managing Editor

Hoping to surpass the successes of last
year’s Pride Week celebration, planners of
Nashville’s 1989 festivities have slated events
that should attract even more people.

“We expect more people to participate this
year,” said event coordinator Penny Campbell.
“The community seems to be more aware that
Pride Week is going to happen. After the suc-
cess of last year, people seem to be anticipat-
ing this year's events.”

Campbell said the increased number of
sponsors forthis year’s Pride Week celebration
is probably a good indicator of increased par-
ticipation.

Among the many events planned for the
week of June 17-26, in addition to the kick-off
Celebrities and Friends auction to benefit AIDS
Southern Kentucky (ASK) and Metropolitan
e continued on page 3

Federal-court gay porn defendants plead guilty

by JEFF ELLIS
Managing Editor

Three Chicago men, charged in federal
indictments with engaging in a conspiracy to
distribute obscene videotapes through the
U.S. mails, last week pled guilty in Nashville
federal court.

The trio, Steve Toushin, Randy Larsen and
Sean O’Connor, were described by federal
authorities as operators of the nation’s largest
pornography distribution network. Both gov-
ernment prosecutors and defense attomneys
had called “experts” — mostly educators and
sociologists — to the stand in an effort to make
their case. ;

Both sides had completed their presenta-
tions and were preparing to give their closing
arguments when the three defendants surpris-
ingly entered guilty pleas.

by HARRISON HICKS
Staff Writer

Christopher Makos’ photograph of Andy
Warhol in drag, an original Howard Cruse
“Wendel” cartoon and two autographed
scores from composer Ned Rorem are among
the more than 300 items scheduled to be sold
at the Celebrities and Friends Auction. The
event, a benefit for Metropolitan Community
Church/Nashville (MCC) and AIDS Southern
Kentucky (ASK), will kick off Nashville Pride
Week festivities on June 17th with a general
sale and preview slated to begin at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by the auction at 7:30 p.m.

All of the items to be sold were donated by
individuals and organizations across the coun-

try who were interested in helping ASK and
MCC/Nashville in their causes. Among those
contributing items were Alison Bechdel, Rita
Mae Brown, Patricia Nell Warren, Charles
Busch, Kay Gardener, Michael Callen, Holly
Near and Christopher Rage, according to Billy
Isaacs, event organizer.

Isaacs said he was extremely pleased with

the number of donations. “It’s great to see that
they’re willing to help,” he said of those con-
tributing items ranging from prints to photos
and books, videos, albums and sheet
music.Besides contributions, Isaacs noted that
he also received many warm and encouraging
letters from the donors, an ample reward for
o continued on page 3

Toushin, 42, pled guilty to two counts of
violating federal obscenity statutes. He faces a
maximum 10 years in prison and a $500,000
fine. Under his plea bargain, no sentencing
agreement was made.

Larsen, 40, and O’Connor, 42, both employ-
ees of Toushin’s Chicago-based Bijou Video
Sales, pled guilty only to conspiracy charges.
They face maximum sentences of five years in
prison and a $250,000 fine. Their plea bargain
includes a government pledge notto oppose a
sentence of probation.

Sentencing by U.S. District Judge John T.
Nixon is set for August 7.

The three men agreed to rid their videocas-
sette inventory of any films with sadomaso-
chistic themes and to refrain from distributing
videocassettes containing any sexually ex-
plicit acts in Tennessee or Utah.

Toushin, Larsen and O’Connor — along
with film director David Rosen — were in-
dicted by federal grand juries in Nashville and
Salt Lake City, Utah last summer and an indict-
ment- is pending in Nebraska on similar
charges. Under their agreement here, the Utah
case will be transferred to Nashville and the
defendants will enter guilty pleas to those
o continued on page 3
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v PRIDE GUIDE Nashville Pride Week 89

Saturday, June 17
V¥ ART AUCTION
6:30 p.m. Sale and Exhibition
7:30 p.m. Auction
Gas Lite Lounge, 167-1/2 Eighth Avenue North
Information = 615 320-0288

Saturday, ]une 24
¥ PARADE, RALLY and CONCERT
2:00 p.m. Parade Line-up
Fannie Mae Dees Park, 24th Ave South and Blakemore
3:00 p.m. Parade Step-off
4:00 p.m. Rally, Centennial Park Bandshell
Keynote speaker Renée McCoy, Executive Director
National Coalition for Black Lesbians and Gays
6:00 p.m. Outdoor Concert, Centennial Park Bandshell
Deidre McCalla
Information = 615 297-4293

3

Sunday, June 25

¥ PRIDE PICNIC :

1:00 p.m. Potluck and BYOBeverage
Edwin Warner Park Site #10 >

V¥ FOR PETE’S SAKE

Benefit for Nashville AIDS service organizations

6:00 — 7:00 p.m. Pre-event “Circle of Friends” reception with
Janis lan, Cakewalk Restaurant
$150 per person, $250 per couple

7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Janis lan Sings, Slice of Life Restaurant~
$25 minimum donation

Information and reservations = 615 269-7552

Monday, June 26 — Sunday, July 9

V¥ NAMES PROJECT QUILT

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m.

Saturday 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. Sunday Noon- 6:00 p m.
Benton Chapel, Vanderbilt University -

Information = 615 386-9211 or 615 269-7552

V¥ Pride Week 89 needs volunteers: coordinators, security,
stage crew, sales, promotion and much more. Please join us at
our weekly planning meetings, Sundays at 1:00 p.m.

To volunteer or just to find out more, phone = 615 297-4293.
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Mondays

Bay Alternative Heur Radio show, WEVL-FM 90, 6-7pm.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Tuesdays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
5:30 and 8pm. Info 901 272-9458.

Wednesdays
Pheenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Thursdays

P-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) Support group. St. John's
Episcopal Church, 322 S Greer. 1st Thursday only. Info 901 761-1444.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
5:30pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Into the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) Meeting. Memphis Lambda
Center. 8pm. Info 901 276-7379.

Fridays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis hmbda Center.
530and 10pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Saturdays

Twisted Sisters (ACOA) Open meeting. Mamnhls Lambda Center. Noon. Info
901 276-7379.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Sundays 7
Agape New Life Church Sunday School, 9:30am. Worship service, 11am. info
901 276-1872.
m;ﬂdq Community Church Worship service, 11am. 1216 Forest Ave.

1 726-9443.
Into the Light (Womens Alcoholics Anonymous) Meeting. Memphis Lambda
Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379.
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272-9459.

'NASHVILLE

Mondays
Say Overeaters Open meeting for lesbian and gay overeaters.
MCC, 5:30pm. Info 615-327-4614.

Neshville CARES ARC/AIDS Support Group. 6:30pm. Info 615-385-1510.
Lombda Greup Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting for gay men and
lesbians, Unitarian Church. 8pm.

MAGNET (Married and Gay Network) Support group for maried gay men. 1st &
3rd Mondays only. MCC. 7:30pm. info 615-320-0288.

Tuesoays

Nashville CARES HIV; Support Group.-6pm. Info 615-385-1510.

Al-Anea Closed meeting, MCC. 6:30pm.

P-FLAG Mesting of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, 4th Tuesday
only. Unitarian Church. 7:30pm. Info 615-662-0332.

MTSU Lambda Asseciation Meeting for lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee
State University students, faculty, staff, and alumni. Murfreesboro. 7pm. Info 615-
890-3787. _

Sober Sisters (Leshian Alcoholics Anonymous) - Closed meeting, MCC. 8pm.

Bay Cable Netwerk Viacom Channel 35 (Community Access Television). 9pm.

Wednesdays

g;:nﬂcbluq— Closed meeling for gay men and lesbians. MCC.
Hasbuille Newcomers Group. 6pm. Info 615-385-1510.

Bay Porents Suppoert Group Meeting, MCC. 1st Wednesday only. 7pm. info
615-831-2041 or 615-320-0288.

Thursdays

Incest Survivers Anenymens Closed women's meeting. First Church Unity,
Franklin Rd, 6:30pm.

Nashville CARES 4isualization Group. 7:15pm. info 615-385-1510.
Alternstives (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed meeting for lesbians and gay
men, MCC. 8pm.

Lesbian Adult Childron of Alcohelics (ACOA) Meeting. 8pm. Info 615-385-
4776 or 615-352-5823.

Fridays

Sexaholics Anemymous Closed meeting, MCC. Spm.

Alceholics Anonymous Program Study Greup Meeting, Belmont United
Methodist. 7:30 pm.

Saturdays

Incest Survivers Anenymens Open meeting. First Church Unity, Frankiin Rd,

5:30pm.

Metrepolitan Community Church Community Dinner, all you can eat.
7:30pm. $5. Info 615-320-0288.
Bay Cable Netwerk Viacom Channe! 35 (Community Access Television). 8pm.

Sundays
Metropoliten Community h-ei Worship services, 11am and 7pm. Info
615-320-0288.

incest Survivers Anenymeus Closed meeting. First Church Unity, Franklin

Rd, 6pm.

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in Dates. Write to
Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 615
327-Dare and leave a message. Please include information

about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a contact person’s
name with address and/or phone number for verification.
Deadline noon Tuesday for publication next Friday.

Special Events

Sunaay, June 11

Book Circle Feminist Book Circle discussion of Adri-
enne Rich’s Of Woman Bom. First Unitarian Universalist
Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, Nashville. 5pm-7pm.
Free.

Saturaay, June 17

Art Show and Auction To berefit Metropolitan Com-
munity Church/Nashville and AIDS Southern Kentucky
(ASK). At Gas Lite Lounge, 167-1/2 8th Ave North, Nash-
ville. Sale and exhibition, 6:30pm, auction, 7:30pm. Info
615-320-0288.

Concert Martie van der Voort, sponsored by Randem
Productions in celebration of Lesbian and Gay Pride
Week. Reception follows. Laurel Theatre, 1538 Laurel
Ave, Knoxville. $8. Info 615-688-3428.

Sunday, June 18

Gay Pride Fest Celebration of gay pride. Mud Island,
Memphis. Sponsored by Memphis Gay Coalition. Cook-
out, volleyball, booths. Free. Info and tickets 901-324-
-GAYS.

Saturday, June 24

Parade Nashville Pride Week '89 parade. Gatherat2pm
at Fannie Mae Dees Park, 24th Ave and Blakemore,
Nashville. Step-off at 3pm: Route follows Blakemore to
Natchez Trace to Centennial Park. Info 615-297-4293.
Rally - Nashville Pride Week 89 rally. Centennial Park
bandshell, Nashville. Keynote speaker Renée McCoy, ex-
ecutive director, National Coalition for Black Lesbians
and Gays. Entertainment, crafts, food, local speakers and
a special awards presentation.Free. 4pm.Info 615-297-
4293.

‘Concert  Nashville Pride Week ‘89 concert. Olivia
records ‘artist Deidre McCalla. Centennial Park band-
shell, Nashville. Free. 6pm. Info 615-297-4293

Cobb benefits Memphis Gay Coalition. $15. Tickets at
Star Search Video, 1264 Madison, Memphis. Info 801-
324-GAYS.

Sunday, June 25

Picnic Nashville Pride Week '89 picnic. Potluck, bring
your own beverage. Edwin Warner Park site #10, Nash-
ville. Free. Info 615-297-4293.

Benefit Benefit for Nashville AIDS service organiza-
tions. Pre-event Circle of Friends reception with Janis
lan, at Cakewalk Restaurant, 3001 West End Ave, Nash-
ville. $150 per person, $250 per couple. Main event For
Pete’s Sake! Janis lan sings at Slice of Life Restaurant,
1811 Division, Nashville. $25 minimum donation. Info
615-269-7552.
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o continued from page 1 :

in front of Big Red Q for their protest and
had notapproached customers of other stores,
several other tenants of the complex called
center management and police to complain
about the protesters. Shortly after 10:00 a.m.,
managers threatened to have the picketers
arrested fortrespassing if they didn’t leave, and
accused them of interfering with other busi-
nesses in the complex. The protesters refused
to leave, saying that they were exercising their
Constitutional right to free speech.

A WKRN-TV (Channel 2 in Nashville) cam-
era crew recorded the scene as police in-
formed the complex managers thatthe protest-
ers were within their legal rights as long as they
stayed off the sidewalks in front of the shops
and didn’t interfere with traffic on the street.

despite a lower-mar;-expected turnout for
the event, both Tucker and Aldredge said they
felt the picket was successful in getting the
group’s message out to the public. “I thought

o continued from page 1

Community Church (MCC), include a pa-
rade, rally, concert and picnic.

This year’s parade, set for Saturday, June 24,
will step off from Fannie Mae Dees Park at 24th
and Blakemore at 3 p.m., Campbell said, two
hours later than last year’s parade.

“Among the things we took into account
when planning Pride Week was a survey con-
ducted by Krzystof Krakowiak which asked
people what they thought about the 1988 cele-
bration,” Campbell said. “Several people com-
plained about the 1 p.m. heat and suggested a
later starting time.”

Another suggestion was a longer, more vis-
ible parade route, she noted. This year's pa-
rade will follow the same route as last year’s,
but marchers will circle the Parthenon in Cen-
tennial Park before heading to the festival site
at the park’s bandshell.

Renée McCoy, executive director of the
National Coalition for Black Lesbians and Gays
will be keynote speaker for the rally. Speakers
representing the National Organization for
Women, Nashville CARES and other organiza-

; @
...porn trial

e continued from page 1

charges.

Sentences for both cases will run concur-
rently, according to the agreement announced
in court last week.

During the weeklong trial, the 12 jurors and
three alternates were required to view four
films: Please Sir, You Said a Mouthful, The
Final Chapter of Mistress Ann and Erotic
Hands. Nixon and Chief U.S. District Judge
Thomas A. Wiseman Jr. both complimented
the jurors for their “courage” in viewing the
films and expressed regret “that pornography
exists.”

The charges against the men resulted froma
1985 complaint filed by the late Richard Kemp,

..auction

 coniinued from page 1

his labors on the project, he said: Isaacs has
worked on the project since October of last
year, when he first approached members of
ASK and MCC/Nashville with a proposal for
the auction and a prospective donor list that
would grow to include more than 1300 names.

Isaacs, who has attended MCC for almost

we had alot of positive reinforcement fromthe
people that we met,” Aldredge, who noted that
several of the customers he approached had
told him that they would no longerdo business
with Big Red Q.

Aldredge was critical of WKRN’s coverage of
the picket, which aired that evening. “I wasn’t
real thrilled with the way the news media
covered it,” he said, calling the coverage
slanted because it left out his statement that
current laws do not protect lesbians and gay
men from job discrimination, thereby diluting
the picket’s message. He also said that
Breyfogel changed his story of why Aldredge
was fired. Speaking on camera, Breyfogel said
that Aldredge’s work wasnotupto parand that
Aldredge wanted to “party” all the time. In an
earlier interview with Dare, Breyfogel denied
that Aldredge’s homosexuality had anything to
do with his dismissal and said that he was fired
because he was not available for full-time
work. e

tions will also take part.

At 6 p.m., Olivia Records artist Deidre
McCalla will be presented in concert. The
concert, free and open to the public, will also
take part at the bandshell.

The annual Pride Picnic, to be held at Edwin
Wamer Park Picnic Site 10, is set for Sunday,
June 25at1 p.m.

Campbell said that this year’s celebration is
proving to be costlier than last year’s events.

“Things are being handled differently by
Metro Government this year. We have to hire
more police officers to direct traffic, we will
haveto have police barricadesand thisyearwe
hadto take out insurance that we didn’thave to
last year,” Campbell said. y

As a result, the Pride Week committee finds
itself financially strapped: “We've had a few

benefits — at Warehouse 28, Juanita’s and Sub "

and Pub — but our expenses are far greater
than last year,” she said.

But a tight budget hasn’t dampenedthe
committee’s enthusiasm, Campbell said.

“I think this year the Committee is more
confident.” o

of Nashville, who told postal inspectors he had
received flyers from Toushin’s ' mail-order
business on at least two occasions.

-Complaints filed some time later in Salt Lake
City prompted postal inspectors there to con-
tact local authorities who, 'in turn, ordered
videotapes from the mail-order departments
of Slave and Master Video Inc., and Entertain-
ment and Amusement Inc.

Inspectors set up a post office box in Bren-
twood, in neighboring Williamson County,
and ordered the videotapes. After receiving
the tapes, inspectors traveled to Chicago and
raided Toushin’s Bijou Theatre. That action
came after federal authorities cracked down
on pomography operations in eight states. e

' two years, emphasized the importance of the

sale.

Inits first year of existence, Isaacs said, “ASK
has done some really good things.” He also
praised the work of the church, saying he
hoped the sale would help the church with its
goal of moving to larger quarters in order to
expand services. ®

The
 Towne House
Restaurant
Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm
165 Eighth Avenue North ® 615 254-1277

qhe ..
Gas Lite
Lounge
Monday-Thursday 4:30 pm - 1 am
Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am
7 Sunday Noon - 1am
167/, Eighth Avenue North ® 615 254-1278

UNCONVENTIONAL WISDOM.

Convenfional wisdom has it that planting is done only in the
springtime. The reality is that you'll need healthy beautiful plants for yourself
and for gifts all summer long. We're just unconventional enough fo have
the flowers you need this summer.

». André Vietle perennials
e Gilbertie herbs
s Unusual annuals
e Imported tools and accessories
- Garden design and consuliation )
e Nashville’s exclusive dealer of Soleri bells




Metropolitan Community Church/Nashville
and AIDS Southern Kentucky
present
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CELEBRITIES and
FRIENDS

The Gay and Lesbian Sale of Sales ® Something for Everyone

%k ke k

June 17,1989 6:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.
The Gas Lite Lounge
167-1/2 Eighth Avenue North
Nashville, TN

General Sale and Auction Preview 6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Auction 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Nearly 300
books, records, films, works of art, theatre
and film posters, magazine subscriptions,
T-shirts, ashtrays and a flying flamingo hat

have been donated. Most have been éutographed.

Many of these items represent the work of:

Ned Rorem, Holly Near, Patricia Nell Warren,
Romanovsky and Phillips, Lyn Lavner,
 Kay Gardener, Michael Callen, Rita Mae Brown,
Krandell Kraus, Sarah Shulman, Harlan L. Dalton,
Warren Blumenfeld, Burton Clarke, Allison Bechdel,

. Camilla Decarnin, Suzanne Pharr, Richard Hall,
Florine DeVeer, Alice Bloch, Lee Lynch, Sarah Aldridge,
Winston Leyland, Christopher Makos, Ken Kaak,
Howard Cruze, Donald Simonson, Nick Backes,
Felix Irizarry, Phil Flasche, Etienne, Vernon Ray Luther,
Pédro Almoddvar, Phil Zwickler, David Stuart,

The Cast/Cats, The Cast/Les Misérables,
The Cast,/Nunsense, The Cast/Phantom of the Opera,
Bette Midler, The Washington Blade,
The George Mavety Media Group,
Off Our Backs, Our World, Chiron Rising,
Mr. Leather Inter-national, Woodswomen,
Colorado Gay Rodeo Association and Hot Hats/Key West.

%k %k k

For further information, contact:
Billy Isaacs 502-781-4430
Paul Tucker 615-320-0288
Reg Laswell 502-843-9619
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“I was

able to relax
and sleep
today. Most

of my day

was spent
napping
with Mom.
What a
comfort it is
to lay my
head on her
breast.-and
rest like a
baby again.”
— from the
introduction
to Epitaphs
for the
Living,
written by a
person with
AIDS August
5, 1987, 16
days before
bis or ber

deatbh.
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Epitaphs for
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- the Living

BEGINNING IN February
1986, Billy Howard traveled
to Atlanta and Augusta, Geor-
gia; Chapel Hill, North Caro-
lina; Washington, D.C.; New
York; Chicago and San Fran-
cisco to make photographic
portraits of persons with AIDS
(PWAs). The photographs,
each accompanied by a hand-
written message from the

subject, are published this.

month as Epitaphs for the
Living.

Epitaphs is extremely mov-
ing. Hunter does not romanti-
cize death or victimize his
subjects. He is notsentimental
or sanctimonious. Instead,
the photographs are beauti-
fully plain, presenting the
subjects in their home towns,
living rooms, hospital rooms.

These forthright photo-
graphs, and the subjects’ own
words, are a powerful way to
tell the story of how AIDS, in
ways unlike other cata-
strophic illnesses, affects
those who have it. The PWAs
speak often of fear, loneliness
andanger, butthey alsospeak
of hope, love and strength.

Hunter commented that he
expected the project to be
oppressive, but found it just
the opposite. “What has hap-
pened to these people and

" their bodies is one thing, but

what is happening is also an
amazing affirmation of life.”

Howard is the. director of
university photography at
Emory University. He will
donate his royalties from the

- slaze of the book to the De-

sign Industries Foundation
for AIDS (DIFFA) and DIFFA’s
Atlanta affiliate, Heart Strings,
for support of AIDS research
and social services.

The photographsand state-
ments are also on exhibit at
the International Center of
Photography in New York
through June 18.

Epitaphs for the Living: Words
and Images in the Time of AIDS.
Photographs by Billy Howard.
Introduction by Lonnie D. Kliever.
Dallas: Southern Methodist
University Press, 1989. $26.95 until
September 1, $35.00 thereafter.

— SHERRE DRYDEN
Book Editor

KEY WES
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. .. a tropical island paradise and Name
America’s premier gay resort areq.

For FREE Key West information and Address

brochures from member guest-
houses write: The Key West Business City.
Guild, P.O. Box 4640-D,Key West,
FL 33044, USA or call 305-294-4603 State Zip

* Unique designs by our award-winning designers

¢ Balloon bouquets °© Fruit and gourmet baskets

¢ We deliver everywhere

i ! ® Credit cards honored by phone
) 2

== %3] (615) 833-8555

¢ 4825 Trousdale (at Blackman), Nashville

YOU DESERVE
COURTESY ¢ VALUE ¢ QUALITY e SERVICE

CHOOSE FROM A SELECTION OF
LUXURY e SPORT ¢ IMPORT ¢ ECONOMY
CARS AND TRUCKS
Couples welcome!
We can arrange financing for you!
Please check classifieds for specials!

“orot

Mike Westbrook Arthur McBride
319 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville
615/255-0646 In Tennessee, 1-800/826-5508




Aid to End AIDS.
Help us helip.

Aid to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC)

Box 40389, Memphis, TN 38174-0389
M-F3:30pm-11pm Sat, Sun7:30-11pm
call (901) 458-AIDS
Answering service 24 hours call (901) 762-8401

this ad is a public service of Dare

Nashville CARES.
Won’t you care, too?

Nashville Council on AIDS Resources, Educalion and Services
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202
Education call (615) 385-AIDS
For information on individual or group counseling
call (615) 385-1510
this ad is a public service of Dave

ABBY R. RUBENFELD
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CHEATHAM & PALERMO
43 MUSIC SQUARE WEST
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37208

TELEPHONE
(615) 244-4270

Judy Eron, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Jim Siebold, PhD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Individual and Couples Counseling
615 329-1656

/
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If you're
thinking
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or selling a
home,
choose an
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TRASBIN LEE STONER, li
Million Dollar Sales Ciub
Office (615) 2486161
615 Woodland Street{
Nashville, TN 37206

New on Wednesdays!
from 5 pm -8 pm
Enjoy 25¢ draft beer
and let Bob cook you a
hamburger or hotdog just
the way you like it.

Come see our covered deck!
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aawamy 11
2311 Franklin Road, Nashville
615 269-5318 * Open 3 pm—1 am
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Directing the dirge

by CAROLE CUNNINGHAM
Staff Writer

HAVING THROUGH CUSTOM grown
used to the endless succession of AIDS events
that annually mark the progress of the disease
and the paltry efforts major governments have
made in the AIDS crisis, [ still feel hope and
relief when I discover a front-page account of
ACT UP-styled activists protesting during the
convocation of the Fifth International Confer-
ence on AIDS.

I remember seven years ago, when the First
International Conference was a gleam in no
one’s eye, rushing out of my office after work
to pick up the issue of Newsweek that my
coworkers had shown me earlier that day: on
the cover were two bright, healthy-looking
gay menholding each other. The news accord-
ing to Newsweek was not that these men were
gay, but that gay men were dying of AIDS.

But the news for me was about being gay —
about being on the cover of Newsweek, with a
name and a face and a story. That article, along
with Adrienne Rich’s poetry and the stories in
the Seattle Times about gay-bashing, make
that summer one in which my identity became
clarified, perhaps even fixed, by a sense not
simply of the disaster thatthe AIDS crisis surely
meant, but of the pride and the power attend-
ing the declarations of the men on Newsweek s
cover.

AIDS had not debilitated them or crushed
their spirit: it had, in fact, made them realize a
kind of spirit they had never felt before.

The herculean efforts made by many AIDS
healthcare and service providers to separate

_gay issues from AIDS issues, has meant a dis-

ease that primarily affects marginalized popu-
lations has itself become increasingly institu-
tionalized: the metaphors once attachedto the
disease itself are now attached primarily to the
people with the disease, while AIDS itself joins
a host of other incurable diseases for which
researchers write grant proposals, hold medi-
cal conferences and gather data regarding the
scope and impact of the disease into the next
century.

ACT UP PROTESTERS marching into so
academic a setting strike what now seems to
many like an increasingly discordant note.
Reading manifestos about pharmaceutical
monopolies on AZT and other experimental
treatments, about the discrimination. people

.with AIDS continue to endure, about the pan-

demic passivity of governments in the face of
so devastating a health and education crisis,
begin to seem to-those who study, evaluate
and count during the crisis to be overdramatic,
a little embarrassing and quite frankly naive.

Even gay activists seem to have become
overwrought withrthis recalcitrant “fuss” about
AIDS. After all, it does indeed affect only a
minority within a minority and fewer of those
are becoming infected as a result of our envi-
able educational programs. Shouldn’t we, ask
some activists, be getting on with the business
at had: gay and lesbian rights, spousal rights,
anti-discrimination ordinances?

Reflecting on the coming NAMES project
Quilt piece’s visit to Nashville, I can’t help
wondering whether efforts such as these have
contributed more to our empowerment or our
enervation. The NAMES Project has from its
beginning avoided contextualizing itself po-
litically: it is an experience of mourning, not an

experience of protest. It measures the scope of
devastation, like the scientists and bureau-
crats; it does not march in the streets, it does
not raise its fist in anger. It does not ask “why”
so much as detail “who” and “how many.”
The somber spirit imparted by displays of
the quilt often goads some gay and lesbian
activists into attacks on AIDS activism itself as
engendering a spirit of defeat and resignation.
Butactivists like those in ACT UP have refused

‘to become complacent.

They have refused to accept the notion that
AIDS (however devastating it has been) has
somehow directed our community toward
more “moral,” compassionate activities and
ends, like mourning the dead and caring for
the dying.

While recognizing the ennobling dimen-
sions of struggles with fatality, ACT UP has
always said “yes” to being gay as resolutely as
it has said yes to life and to the activism that
affirms human lives rather than apologizing for
them.

MEANWHILE, THIS BEAUTIFUL, over-
whelming record of our loss travels the nation
and the world witnessing through its mute
cloth panels the dimensions of our despair.
The thought of viewing the quilt without ACT
UP members present to remind us of what
needsto be done as wellaswhat has happened
is perhaps the most sobering and disturbing
thought of all.

If thought of as a dirge, the quilt, the confer-
ences and the consoling of one another do
what they should do — because a dirge is a
lament, but also a command, a command to
the God or gods to direct our steps.

Dirige, the first word in the Mass for dead,
means “direct,” as in “direct my steps.” If the
quiltcan be a vehicle for our activism, pointing
a direction into the future as well as being a
mirror of our past, it serves us well. If it does
anything less, we who view the quilt suffer a
defeat nearly as dangerous and final as the
deaths of those the quilt commemorates.

We should give our tears for the dead and
our souls and our dollars to the men and
women in groups like ACT UP, who fight for
the living. Like Edna St. Vincent Millay in her

“Dirge Without Music,” they understand what

has been lost and what stands to be lost
through complacency:

I am not resigned to the shutting away of

loving bearts in the bard ground.

So it is, and so it will be, for so it has been,

time out of mind:

...with lilies and with laurel they go; but I

am not resigned.

They are gone. They bave gone to feed the

roses. Elegant and curled.

Is the blossom. Fragrant is the blossom. I

know. But I do niot approve.

More precious was the light in your eyes

than all the roses in the world.

Dowmn, down, down into the darkness of

the grave

Gently they go, ibe beautiful, the lender,
 the kind;

Quietly they go, the intelligent, the witty,

the brave.

Tknow. Butldo notapprove. And Iam not

resigned. ©
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Permanent Pariners

Permanent Partners. Betty Berzon. New York: E.P. Dutton, 1988. $18.95.
reviewed by HARRISON HICKS
Staff Writer

ONE OF THE FOREMOST issues inthe les-
bian and gay community today is the validity of
lesbian and gay relationships as alternatives to
the heterosexual “norm” of the traditional
nuclear family. As lesbians and gay men have
fought for other issues in the social and politi-
cal arenas, more have come to realize the
importance of our partnerships in the face of a
culture geared almost exclusively to validating
heterosexual unions.

One has only to look at one of the most
supposedly “liberal” of our institutions, pub-
lishing, to see how oppressive this mindset can
be; countless books ap-ear every year on the
subject of improving and preserving hetero-
sexual relationships, with only an occasional
mention in various sex manuals about a mys-
terious “other ten percent.”

Thus, when a book dealing with lesbian and
gay relationships is

physical attraction.

Other subjects tackled include homophobia
and its effects on relationships. While not
much new is said here, Berzon does a good job
of encapsulating the dangers of homophobia
to relationships, especially when it becomes
internalized in the partnership.

The book is at its best, though, when dealing
with ways for partners to increase communica-
tion and intimacy.

In her chapter entitled “Fighting the Good
Fight,” for example, Berzon states her belief
that creative conflicts and “fair fighting” are
constructive tools to increase intimacy in rela-
tionships.

To thatend, Berzon lays down some ground
rules for couples having disagreements. First,
she writes, couples must be willing to fight,
willing to trust in the strength of their relation-

ship to withstand dis-

published, it is almost agreements and dif-
a cause for celebra- ferences.

tion, particularly
whenthebook isasin-
sightful and thought-
ful as Betty Berzon's
Permanent Partners.

In light of recent
Dbublicity dealing with
lesbian and gay family

Couples must also
be specific about
their complaints and
not deliver blanket
condemnations, and

Berzon, a psycho- units, particularl}; partners must be spe-
therapist, is especially cific in the changes
wellequippedtodeal | €dia reports SUChH AS | desiced in relation to
?vith the su!l):;ct, hav- ABC-TV’s recent 20 /20 ;\hehut' im‘!;lamft:sgh’lt‘c:
ing counseled same- igl e “fair fight,
sex couples for the rePOﬂ on lesbian Berzon also believes
ook S B e gt
at lesbian and gay cbapters on lesbian and | oo “you” messages:
partnerships as tenta- rin which tend to put the
tive joinings, the les- 8ay p z ersbips i other partner on the
bian and gay commu- defensive.

nity mustchangeits at-

part of a larger

Other issues con-

titude, asserts Berzon. p icture are q.uite cerning intimacy
She notes that when interesting and covered by Berzon
" heterosexual couples . include chapters on
marry, they expect the th ougb t-provoking. jealousy, communi-

relationship to be per-

cation, money issues,

manent, while, on the
other hand, lesbians and gay men “tend to
approach their partner relationships with the
hope that these will be long lasting, even
though this prospect is largelyunconfirmed by
their own experience and that of most of the
people they know.”

This attitude must change before the lesbian
and gay community can find the strength to ac-
complish its many goals.

As she writes in her introduction, “Mainly,
this book is about reinventing our gay and
lesbian relationships. It is about learning to
imbue them with all the solemnity of marriage
without necessarily imitating the heterosexual
model.”

IN HER EXAMINATION of such areinven-
tion, Berzon looks at several areas, starting
with the need to build compatibility in rela-
tionships.

All too often, she writes, lesbians and gay
men look for physical types which fit into
broader relationship fantasies. Using illustra-
tions from her practice and amusing anecdotes
from her personal life, Berzon explores this
fallacy and shows how people can build rela-
tionships based on compatibility as well as

legal steps to em-
power relationships, and an excellent chapter
on sexual communication in which Berzon
presents several exercises designed to in-
crease sexual intimacy in relationships.

IN LIGHT OF RECENT publicity dealing
with lesbian and gay family units, particularly
media reports such as ABC-TV’s recent 20/20
report on lesbian families, Berzon'’s chapters
on lesbian and gay partnerships as part of a
larger picture are quite interesting and
thought-provoking.

While not saying anything particularly
earth-shattering on the subject of dealing with
relatives and the rest of the world, Berzon does
accomplish tying our relationships with the
outside world into her main theme of the
strength and empowerment possible in per-
manent partnerships.

In such partnerships, Berzon writes,
couples are making a statement to society, for
“like it or not,” she says, “the battle against
bigotry belongs to every gay man and lesbian
woman.”

And inthat battle, perhaps we can find some
companionship along the way, with help from
Betty Berzon, of course. e

Juanita's

Tuesdays
Movie Night
Freepopcorn!

25¢ draft!
Sp.m.— 11 p.m.

Sunday
Afternoon

A new dalternative club

Cookout playing your music
5 NIGHTS A WEEK!

All you can eat! DJ DANO
$3.00 ; v
S5pm.— 8p.m.

Wed-Sun 9= 3 am
ID Required

1713 Church Street, Nashville
1700 4th Ave S., Nashville 615/256-9681

Adjacent to World’s End Restaurant
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NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CAST SHOWS
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Nashville’s Premier Gay Dance Bar #2529 Franklin Road, Nashville e (615) 385968
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 Success drives a Prestige Motor Car.
1989 Daytona, 9000 miles .......... $9995
1987 Raider 4x4 .............. ...$6995

1984 Wagoneer ... ...$6995
1985 Gran Marquis LS . ...$6995
1984 VolvolDE .o h e $6795
1984 Thunderbird - loaded ......... $4995
1979 Jaguar XJS ..............

1975 Mercedes 280

See our display ad for more information. Call Mike
Westbrook or Arthur McBride at Prestige Motor Cars.
615-255-0646

* Remember their names. Help bring part of NAMES
Project AIDS quilt to Nashville for Pride Week.
Donations to PRIDE (Quilt), Box 24181, Nashville, TN
37202.

© WANTED: Reliable, hardworking self-starters in
Knoxville and Memphis for commissioned ad sales.
Great part-time, high-pay work for students, etc. 615-
327-Dare.

o WANTED: Reliable and energetic people to help
deliver Dare in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville.
Write Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or pho
615-327-DARE. :

*LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Dare is
accepting applications from writers. Leamn community-
oriented journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box
40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-327-DARE.

Q + response drawer charge $ 5.00
O +BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00
=SUBTOTAL §......

x number of two-week periods
= CLASSIFIED AD TOTALS. ... ..

{ +06months $16 O 1 year $32 subscription $.

o Catch our new look! Watch GCN/Nashville Tuesdays
at 9pm, Saturdays at 8pm. On Nashville's Cable 35.

Travel

o TIMBERFELL LODGE, DISCREET HIDEAWAY.
Bed & breakfast inn. 250 acres country elegance,
deluxe rooms & food, sauna, jacuzzi & hiking. Clothes
optional. The South's finest gay men's resort. Rte 11,
Box 94-A, attn: DAR, Greeneville, TN 37743. 615-
234-0833.

¢ Housemate wanted. Private bath and kitchen.
Nonsmoking. $225 includes utils. Lockeland Springs.
615-227-3261.

e BACK ON THE MARKET: Male roommate wanted
to share home in Green Hills. $225 a month plus half
utils. Available now. No smokers/no dopers. 615-298-
2422. Please leave message.

© Hey, dude. Ready for the big SIXTEEN?

¢ J.S., you're nothing but the biggest tramp in Ger-
mantown. Happy birthday from all the gang.

© Dear Lord Gargantua: | love you, for sentimental
reasons. And, you can always guest star on my game
show anytime. Mr. Fatty.

© All ad prices are for two consecutive weeks: $10 for up 1o 100
characters, $20 for up 1o 200 characters and so on.

© Please print one character per box. Acharacter is any letter, numeral,
space of punctuation mark.

© We reserve the right o edit ads, and to reject any ad. Sexually explicit

* or exploitative ads will not be accepied. No ad will be accepted without

signature and advance payment in full. We assume no responsibilily for
adverfisers’ claims.
© Response drawers are available. Responses will be mailed two weeks
after the last appearance of the ad. To answer a drawer ad, write to:
DareDawer#

Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-0422
© Ads received by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday. Please
enclose check or g.m order for fotal amount, payable to:

Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-022.
« Questions? Phone (615) 327-DARE.
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Earth Girls Are Easy

reviewed by JEFF ELLIS
Managing Editor

“HEY, EVERYBODY, we're gonnadoa ma-
keover!”

When the staff and customers at LA’s
tongue-in-chic Kurl Up and Dye beauty salon
shout that magical phrase, you know you’re in
for a to-dye-for fun time. Dressed up in '90s-
fashion kitsch and clutter, the Kurl Upand Dye
has the answer to anyone’s problems: go plati-
num!

The beauty makeover is just one of the many
zany goings-on in Earth Girls Are Easy, the
wacky new movie which asks the musical
question, “Can a manicurist find true love with
an extraterrestrial covered in blue fur?”

Starring recent Academy Award-winner
Geena Davis as the put-upon, cheated-on
manicurist — imagine Madge (of Palmolive
liquid fame) on acid — Earth Girls Are Easy,
with any luck, sets the tone
for Hollywood’s musical
comedies of the 21st cen-
tury. Like Frankie and
Annette’s beach blanket
movies of the '60s and the
backstage “Go out there a
kid and come back a star”
musicals of the ’30s, Earth
Girls breaks new ground
with its relentlessly funny
script, songs and perform-
ances.

Davis’ Valerie is a valley
girl with a mission: to lift the
art of manicures to new

when our val Val unveils her new look. Not a
good move, doc.

Valerie then proceeds to put his football in
the microwave, break his cologne bottles with
his putter, mangle his watch in the garbage
disposal and generally trash the place —all to
the tune of a lovely ballad.

The next day, trying to get in touch with
herself while nursing her tan at poolside, Val-
erie is shocked to find “a giant blow-dryer” in
her pool: a UFO. On board she finds three
extraterrestrials covered in fun fur (“I see split
ends are a universal problem,” Candy says.)
that’s done up in coordinating day-glo colors.
They have to wait until the pool’s drained
before heading back to their planet.

Val, the consummate hostess, then prepares
lunch for her guests: low-cal Pop Tarts and
eggs. But, wait, what’s she
going to do with the three
aliens?

Cute Candy’s advice to
Valerie is pragmatic: “Sit
down. Relax. Take a mental
margarita.” Then she does
what she does best — a
beauty makeover. When
she’s through, the three ex-
traterrestrials don’t look a
bit like E.T. or Alf.

Instead, Candy has trans-
formed them into typical
California hunks (played by
Jeff Goldblum, Jim Carrey

heights. But, unfortunately
her M.D. fiancé (ex-Saturday Night Live regu-
lar Charles Rocket, who may be remembered
by some Nashvillians as Channel 5’s Charles
Kennedy) hasn’t had sex with her for two
weeks and Valerie’s worried: “At the rate we're
having sex, we may as well be married al-
ready.”

Valerie's perky boss Candy — the maven of
mascara, the empress of henna — knows just
the cure for the doctor’s lovesick blues: the
aforementioned makeover. In no time, Candy
(MTV ’s Julie Brown of Just Say Julie! fame)
and company have transformed brunette Val-
erie into a platinum-blonde bombshell ready
to get her man. The makeover song, withanod
to Gentlemen Prefer Blondes "Diamonds Are
a Girl’s Best Friend,” includes the line, “Talk to
me Max Factor, tell me all about it!”

Meanwhile, back at Valerie’s suburban
ranch, the love doctor, as he calls himself, is
concerned with seducing a buxom nurse

and Damon Wayans)
whose knowledge of earth comes from cable
T.V. Goldblum is presented as the ultimate
hunk, butI'ddrink Carrey’s bathwater any day.
Before we know it, Valerie and head
spaceling Mac (Goldblum) find themselves
falling in love, despite Val’s fears that “we may
not be anatomically correct for each other.”
Of course, they are, and the stage is set for a
sort of zonked-out version of E.T. Meets
Frankie and Annette. It’s all great fun, slightly
decadent and depraved (What do you expect?
Julie Brown did, after all, write “The Home-
coming Queen’s Got a Gun” before she wrote
this movie.), but mostly sweet and charming.
NOT THAT IT’S MAUDLIN, mind you.
Instead, Earth Girls is terrifically funny, a
movie sendup of San Fernando Valley gaudy

_excessand vulgarity, a 24-hour-a day, laugh-a-

minute riot of flourescent colors and dance-
able music — a place where blondes (natural
and otherwise) do indeed have more fun.

Never the twain shall meat, er, meet

“Nearly 80% of college students say religion
is important in their lives but their faith has
relatively little impact on their sexual behavior
and attitudes.”

— Associated Press story on a new Gallup poli
commissioned by Pat Roberison’s Christian
Broadcasting Network.

“You think homosexuals are revolting? You

bet your sweet ass we are!”
— New York City’s Gay Liberation Front, in a

flyer announcing its first meeting in 1969

“Can it be true that the lover of one of our
richest women was found in bed with her
hairdresser when she retumed early fromatrip
abroad?”

— Former Chicago Sun-Times gossip columnist
Ann Gerber, who was fired for the remark about
talk-show monarch Oprah Winfrey and boyfriend
Stedman Graham. Winfrey vehemently denies
the rumor. o
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