
Artist claims 
discrimination 
Plans picket of printer 

by STIJART BIVIN 
, Nashville layout artist Jim Aldredge has 

charged his former employer with anti-gay 
discrimination. Aldredge told Dare that Big 
Red Q Quick Print franchisee Bill Breyfogle 
fired him because another employee stopped 
speaking to Aldredge when he learned that 
Aldredge was gay. 

Breyfogle, in a telephone interview, said 
that Aldredge was let go because "he was not 
available for full-time work,n and denied any 
anti-gay motivation for the dismissal. 

Aldredge , a senior in graphic arts at Middle 
Tennessee State University, has retained an 
attorney. 

"This is a good opportunity for the commu­
nity to take a stand and let people know we're 
not going to be discriminated against. I would 
like people in the community to call Big Red Q 
and let them know they won't use their serv­
ices, n Aldredge said,' adding that he didn't want 
to harass Breyfogle, but wanted to send a 
message that the lesbian and gay community 
will not support businesses that discriminate 
on the basis of sexual orientation. 

"There will be an informational picket out­
side the shop Thursday Uune 1), any time 
between 9 a.m.- and S p.m. We'll pass out 
leaflets telling what Big Red Q did, and asking 
people not to do business with them; Al­
dredge said. 

Aldredge said his on-the-job problems be-

Jim Aldredge, a graphic artist, has charged Big Red 
Q printing, on Harding Place in Nashville, with anti-gay 
employment discrimination. Aldredge says he was fired 
when another employee refused to work with him because 
Aldredge is gay. - DARE STAFF PHOTO 

gan when another employee told the shop's 
head printer that Aldredge was gay. The 
printer refused to speak to Aldredge, instead 
communicating through notes or through 
other employees, and had his minister come to 
the shop to counsel him about having to work 
with a homosexual, Aldredge said. 

Breyfogle acknowledged some . problems 
between Aldredge and the printer, whom he 
described as "a Christian, n but denied that the 
• continued on page 3 

Memphis Gay Coalition plans Pride 
by DEBORAH BURKS 

Sta./JWriter 
Like most other major cities, Memphis w ill 

celebrate Gay Pride Week at the end of June. 
This year's national Pride celebration com­
memorates the 20th anniversary of the riots at 
Stonewall, the event credited with creating this 
country's gay and lesbian rights movement. 

The Memphis Gay Coalition, the city's oldest 
gay and lesbian o rganization, has been pl'an­
ning events to remember Stonewall and cele­
brate gay pride "Memphis-style". According to 
Ken Horton, Coalition president, the commu­
nity has been "getting ready to celebrate Pride 
Week" at GayRap, a Coalition-sponsored fo­
rum held the 3rd Monday of each month. 

"Gay Pride" has been the topic for discus­
sion at the April and May sessions. The April 
meeting focused on the history of the gay and 
lesbian rights movement and featured a pres­
entation by a Memphian who participated in 
the Stonewall riots. May's meeting centered on 
"cornerstones of pride,• including acceptance, 
coming out and establishing community. 

Calling it •a gift to the community", Horton 

said the Coalition is sponsoring Gay Pride Fest 
Sunday,June 18. The celebration, to be held on 
Mud Island again this year, will include a 
cookout and volleyball. The National Organi­
zation for Women, the Gay Women's Social 
Group, and other groups will also participate 
in Gay Fest w ith booths and literature tables. 
The event is free and tickets may be obtained 
from Coalition officers or by phoning the Gay 
Switchboard at (901) 324-GAYS. 

The "big event• scheduled for Pride Week is 
the annual River Ride on Saturday, June 24. 
This night-time Mississippi River cruise will 
feature Memphis musician Joyce Cobb. Tick­
ets are $15 at Star Search Video,1264 Madison 
Avenue in Memphis. Proceeds will help fund 
Coalition-sponsored community services such 
as the Gay Switchboard. 

"The major purpose of Pride Week here in 
Memphis is to make people aware of our 
community and to make our community 
aware of pride,• said Horton. "Participating in 
events such as Pride Fest gets people involved. 
We're excited and looking forward to a suc­
cessful week.• • 

Tennessee Bouse OKs 
AIDS-discrimination bill 

by JEFF ELllS 
Managtng Editor 

Members of the Tennessee House of Repre­
sentatives Tuesday passed a bill which would 
protect people with AIDS (PW As) and other 
contagious diseases from job discrimination. 

The House vote, coming two weeks after a 
Senate committee rejected the bill , comes two 
years after a state law prohibiting job discrimi­
nation was amended to eliminate protection 
for people with AIDS or oiher contagious dis­
eases. The new bill passed with a 58-35 vote. 

A joint House/Senate committee will next 
consider the bill before it is re-introduced in 
the State Senate. However, proponents of the 
bill are faced with a fighting a Friday deadline 
for adjourning the legislature's 1989 session. 
lawmakers have already used SO of the 90 days 
allotted for their 1989-1990 session and are 
trying to wrap up legislative business before 
the Memorial Day weekend. 

If the Senate fails to act on the bill before ad-

joumment, the bill will have to be re-intro­
duced in both houses during the 1990 legisla­
tive session. 

Approval o f the bill by House members was 
met with almost unanimous pleasure among 
AIDS experts throughout the state. 

"I'.m just delighted that the House voted as 
they did,° said Sandee Potter, executive direc­
tor of Nashville CARES, an AIDS services or­
ganization. "It will now make it possible for the 
Senate to reconsider the bill." 

"It will mean much better care for a lot of 
people in Tennessee," said Rita Underhill , 
education director for the Memphis-based Aid 
to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC). "A lot of 
companies and organizations have been dis­
criminating against people with AIDS, simply 
because they thought they could legally do 
so." 

Passage of the b ill in the House was not an 
easy process, as some legislators feared reper­
• continued on page 3 · 

Budget crunch hits CAT, GCN 
by STIJART BIVIN 

Nashville mayor Bill Boner has denied re­
ports that he will propose debilitating cuts in 
the Community Access Television (CAT) 
budget. The proposal to transfer more than 
half the cable channel's budget to Metro 
Nashville's Office of Telecommunications, 
forcing CAT to close, was announced by Tele­
communications director Joe Foster. 

City government sources, however, told 
Dare that the cuts are intended to shut down 
CAT as punishment for the.station's allowing 
Gay Cable Network/Nashville to use CA T's 

channel 35 for its twice-weekly cablecasts. 
Metro Councillor George Armistead raised a 
furor last fal l when he urged CAT to refuse to 
air the show. 

"We're gonna have a problem with this 
movie about queers,• Armistead said, and 
threatened then to move to cut the station's 
funding if it refused. 

The station's charter requires it to allow 
citizens to air programming that is not com­
mercial, obscene or defamatory. 

Money for both CAT and the Office of 
• continued on page 3 
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KEY WEST 
i.i,••-~·~ 

... a tropical island paradise and 
America's premier gay resort areq. 

For FREE Key West information and 
. brochures from member guest­
houses write: The Key West Busine5$ 

· Guild, P.O. Box 4640-D,Key West, 
FL 33041, USA or call J0S-294-4603 

Name _ __________ __ _ 

Address ___________ __ _ 

C~----------- -
State _ ___ _ _ Zip _____ _ _ 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . . 

Volunteers needed. 
Pride Week '89 needs volunteers: coordinators, security, 

stage crew, sales, promotion and much more. 
Please join us at our weekly planning meetings, 

Sundays at 1 :00 p.m. 
To volunteer or just to find out more, phone (615) 297-4293. 

Have fun. Have Pride. 
Nashville. Pride Week '89 
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Tulk About AIDS 

What Do You Do When 
Your Best Friend Has AIDS? 

Nashville CARES 
Box 25107, Nashville, 1N 37202 
Education call (615) 385-AIDS 

For information on individual or group counseling 
call (615) 385-1510 

· Susan: First you cry. Then 
you decide if you can go 
through this with someone 
or not. 

Can you? 

Susan: I'll be here, no 
matter what it takes. 

You're tired, aren't you? 

Susan: Exhausted. People 
really have no idea about 
AIDS. 

Tell them. 

Susan: Every day, I do . 

Mihi4111 
M·IUkihM 
Nifiib◄ 

Aid to End AIDS Committee (A TEAC) 
Box 40389, Memphis, 1N 38174-0389 

M- F 3:30 pm - 11 pm Sat, Sun 7:30 - 11 pm 
call (901) 458-AIDS 

Answering service 24 hours call (~01 ) 762-8401 

a public aavice massage from Oarund Tennessee R8Sl)onds to AIDS 

Mondays 
laJ lltarutln lie• Radio show, 'M:VI. .fM 00, 6-7pm. 
l'IINllb: (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
8!)m. Info 901 212-9459. · 

Tuesdays 
l'IINllb: (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
5:30 Ind 8pm. Info 001 212-9459. 

Wednesdays 
l'IINIIII (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
8pm. Info 001 212-9459. 

Thursdays 
P..FWI (Parents and Friends of l.estians and Gays) Support group. St.Jolvl's 
Episcopal Church, 322 S Greer. 1st Thtndayonly. Info 901161-1444. 
l'IINllb: (Gay Alccholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
5:30pm. Info 901 212-9459. 
lowtllo Upt(Women'sAlcoholicsAnonymous) Meeting. Memphis lJmbda 
Cenill. 8!)m. Info 001 276-7379 . 

Fridays 
l'IINIU (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
5:30 Ind 10prn. Info 901 272-9459. 

Saturdays 
TwiatN Slstars (ACOA) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. Info 
901 276-7379. 
l'IINIIII (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
8!)m. Info 901 212-9459. 

Sundays 
Aa• ... Ufa Cliallc• Sundly School, !l:30lm. Worship servia!, 11am. Info 
901 276-1812. 
llelf TrillitJ CNulullilJ CINRII Worship service, 11am. 1216 Fo"esl Ave. 
Info 001126-9443. 
111111 tllo Upt (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) Meeting. Memphis Lambda 
Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379. 
l'IINllb: (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeti1"41. Memphis Lambda Center. 
8pm. Info 901 212-9459. 

NASHVILLE 
Mondays 
laJ Drllnltlts IINIIIJIIIIL i Open meeting for lesbian and gay overealers . 
MCC, 5:30pm. Info 615-327-41. 14 . 
lulNifll CARO HIV+ Edi.Cat i ~pport Group. 6:30pm. N'C/1Jf1?. Support 
Group, bimonthly. 6:30pm. Family Support Group, bimonthly. 6:30pm. Info 615-
385-1510. 
LM6u lln.. Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting IOI gay men and 
lesbians, Unill<ian Church. 8pm. 
IIIIIIET (Married ind Gay Nelwork) Support group for ma"ied gay men. 1st & 
3rd Mondays only. MCC. 8pm. Info 615-33Hl288. 

Tuesdays 
.....i111 CARO AR:/AIDS Support Group. 4Pm. Info 615-385-1510. 
Al-bN Closed meeting, I.IX. 6:30pm. 
P..FUI Mell!ing of lflnts ind Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Ch T i.esday 
only. Unilarian ChlWI. 7:30pm. Info 615-662-o:!32. 
lllJU LIIIIMa lluclllle■ Meeting IOI lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee 
Stall University students, faculty, sllff, and alumni. Murtreesboro. 7pm. Info 615-
890-3787. 
.... r lmats (Lesbian /Jcoholics Anonymous) Closed meeting, MCC. 8pm. 
1aJ cut, lletw.t Viacom Channel 35 (Community Aa:ess Television). 9pm. 

Wednesdays 
Sa Addicts A■lllplaUI Closed meeting for gay men and lesbians. MCC. 
5:30pm. 
••n11 CARO N'C/Alf1?. Support Group. 6:Jlpm. Info 615-385-1510. 

Thursdays 
bait S.Vlrn ....,.._ Closed women's meeting. Firs! Church Unity, 
Fran~in ~ . 6:~m. 
••n11 CARES Visualization Group. 6:Jlpm. Info 615-385-1510. 
Alt.n.U-(/Jcoholics Anonymous) Closed meeting for lesbians and gay 
men. MCC.8pm. 
Lalli• Adult Clllln■ If llcellllica(ACM) Meeting. Bpm. lnlo 615-385-
471'6 or 615-Ji2-5823. 

Fridays 
SallNllica a...,._ Closed meeti1"41, MCC. 5pm. 
ear P....ta Sllpt1o,t c,... Meeting, MCC. 1st Friday only. 7pm. Info 615-
831-2941 or 615-320-0288. 
Alc1lu1lica....,_,,..,_ lllldJ c,... Meeting, Belrmnl United 
Methodist. 7'30 pm. 

Saturdays 
•111v1111 CARES HIV/~ Support Group, bimonthly. 4pm. Info 615-385-1510. 
IIIClltllllVirnA■u,.... Open meeting. Firs! Church Unity, Franklin~. 
5:30pm, 
111111111oUIN C--■tJ Cli■rdl Community Dinner, all you can ea!. 
7:30pm. SS. Info 615-320-0288. 
ea, cut, llatndl: Viacom Channel 3S (Community Aa:ess Television). 8pm. 

Sundays 
lllalnpofilu C■-lllllilJ CIIIRII Worship services. 11an.and 7pm. lnlo 
615-320-0288. _ - - \ ---
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Friday, May 26 · 
Reception Anniversary celebration, Black and White 
Men Together/Memphis.8pm. Free. Info 901 -452-5894. 

Saturday, May 21 
Branch Anniversary celebration, Black and White Men 
Together/Memphis. 11am. Info 901-726-1461. 
Party Anniversary celebration, Black and White Men 
Together/Memphis. 6pm. Info 901-452-5894 . 

Sunday, May 28 
Brunch Anniversary celebration, Black and White Men 
Together/Memphis. Shoney's, 1400 Union, Memphis. 
11am. Info 901-452-5894 . 
Meeting Planning meeting for Nashville Pride Week 
'89. 1pm. Free. Info 615-297-4293. 
Barbeque Anniversary celebration, Black and White 
Men Together/Memphis. 6pm. Info 901 -452-5894. 
Benefit Music of the '50s, '60s and 70s, sp_onsored by 
Mystic Krewe of Aphrodite. Proceeds benefit Aid to End 
AIDS Committee PWA fund. WKRB in Memphis, 1528 
Madison, Memphis. $3. 7:30pm. lnlo 901-278-9321. 

Monday, May 29 
MEMORIAL DAY 
Brunch Anniversary celebration, Black and White Men 
Together/Memphis. 10am·.Into 901-726-1461 . 

Thursday, June 1 
Picket In support of artist Jim Aldredge. Big Red a 
Printing, 321-8 Harding Place, Nashville. Info 615-320-
0288. 

Saturday, June 3 - Sunday, June 4 
Yard Sale To benefit the Tennesee Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance (T-GALA). Donations accepted. 8am-5pm.1401 
Cedar, Nashville. Info 615-297 ~293. 

Tuesday, June 6 
Benefit Show Tracy Day presents A Night Among the 
Stars. Cover and tips benefit Nashville CARES. Shows at 
9pm and 11 :30pm.1118th Av North, Nashville. $3 cover. 
Info 615-244-7256. 

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in 
Dates. Write to Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 
TN 37204-0422, or phone 615 327-3273 and 
leave a message. Please include lnfonnation 
about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a 
contact person's name with address and/or 
phone numberforverification. Deadline noon 
Tuesday for publication next Friday. 
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Michaud appeals sentence ~~Ju~dy~Ero~n. L~CS~W ~~ 
by JEFF EI.US 

Managing Editor 
Nashville entertainment manager George 

Michaud was ordered to spend 45 days in jail 
and three years on probation by Judge Tom 
Shriver last week. 

Michaud was convicted on sex solicitation 
charges by a Davidson County Criminal Court 
jury last March. 

Defense attorney Charles Ray immediately 
filed an appeal following Sh river's sentencing 
order. Action on the appeal is expected by the 
end of 1989. 

Michaud is the first of some 43 men who 
were arrested as a result of a three-month long 
undercover sex sting operation conducted in 
east Nashville during December, 1987, and 
January, 1988. Authorities were seeking to 
stem the boy prostitution trade which they 
claimed flourished in the area. 

Fifteen-year-old Tony St. Clair, the central 
figure in the undercover operation, testified 
that during a meeting with Michaud outside a 
Franklin Road gay bar, the older man solicited 
sex from him. St. Qair, wired with a listening 
device by Vice Squad officers, was instrumen­
tal in bringing about the arrests of the 43 men. 

More than 30 of the men pied guilty' to the 
charges and were assessed fines and given 

... AIDS bill 
• continued from page 1 

cussions come next election day. 
"This addresses a subject nobody wants to 

talk about,• said Rep. Guy Gain CD-Memphis), 
one of the bill's co-sponsors. 

"You can't live in fear all the time. This is the 
right thing to do,• said Rep. Roscoe Dixon CD­
Memphis). 

Rep. Shelby Rinehart CD-Spencer) opposed 
the bill, calling for disclosure of the names of 
PW As in order to "protect the public.• 

. "The passage of the bill is important on 
several levels,- Potter said. "On one level, 
giving people diagnosed with AIDS or as HIV­
positive a better feeling of job security. It's 
horrible to think you could lose your job just 

periods of probation. Most of the men were 
ordered to undergo counseling. 

Shriver sentenced Michaud on April 21 to a 
three-year prison term, but delayed until Tues­
day a decision on whether Michaud should 
serve time or be given a suspended sentence. 

In April, Shriver ordered Michaud to un­
dergo psychological evaluation to help him 
determine the sentencing order. 

Psychologist Kenneth Anchor testified that 
Michaud is "a homosexual with a reasonably 
well-adjusted lifestyle, except for an adjust­
ment disorder related to a very lonely child­
hood.• 

"Both psychologists who interviewed me 
told both the judge and the district attorney 
that I'm definitely not a pedophile: Michaud 
told Dare. "But both the judge and the D.A. 
seem to think that until I admit I'm a pedophile 
that I'm not rehabilitated. I am not a pedo­
phile.• 

Michaud admitted he was surprised, in light 
of ~e suspended sentences given the other 
men charged in the sting, that Shriver ha<l 
sentenced him to spend 45 days in jail. 

"They [the authorities] have been malicious 
all through this case,• Michaud said.• And they 
were malicious in using that child to entrap 
those men: • 

because you have AIDS or are HIV-positive. It 
will help to alleviate an anxiety that shouldn't 
be there.• 

The action by members of the House should 
also send a message to the rest of the country 
that Tennessee is not as ignorant as the two­
year old law indicates, Underhill said. 

"I think people across the country thought 
we were in another age, allowing discrimina­
tion in employment for people with AIDS,• she 
said. "They can't understand why we're in this 
position.• · 

Gov. Ned McWherter said he was not aware 
of the bill's exclusion of people with AIDS and 
other contagious and infectious diseases when 
he signed it into law two years ago. • 

•.• artist charges discrimination 
• continued from page 1 

minister had been in the shop. "No, that 
never happened," he said. 

When Aldredge tried later to work out a 
return to work, "The first thing Bill [Breyfogle] 
said to me was,'I don't wa11t you to take this as 
sex discrimination,' and then told me I would 
have to work on an on-call basis. Who could 
do that? I have to have some way to make a 
living, and to pay for school: Aldredge said. 

"I had been there for nine months. I got two 
SO-cent raises. I had no write-ups. I was never 
late. Bill even gave me my own key to the shop. 

"They're telling people that they fired me 

... budget crunch 
• continued from page 1 

Telecommunications comes from a special 
fund set aside by Viacom Cablevision under its 
agreement with the city. 

GCN/Nashville executive director Krzyzstof 
Krakoviak noted that Boner had not yet made 
a formal budget proposal. "There is still time to 
prevent him from filing it by phoning his office 
to express disapproval. Already, many have 
called him," Krakoviak said . . 

Krakoviak said that he did not believe that 
the budget move was aimed at GCN, but 

because I would only work two day~ a week, 
and that's just not true. I had repeatedly offered 
to change my class schedule or even lay out of 
school a semester to work full time if Bill 
needed me to,• Aldredge said. 

Breyfogle said that the shop has gotten 
several phone calls complaining about ~e 
firing, "from as far away as California.• 

"I liked Jim - we had no problems person­
ally,• Breyfogle said, "I'm sorry for any misun­
derstanding, but he doesn't have any legal 
basis for his complaint.• 

Aldredge said information about the picket 
can be o6tained by phoning C615) 32~0288. • 

doubted that a proposal to merge CA T's opera­
tions into the Office of Telecommunications 
would work. 

"I come from a country where the media are 
controlled by the government, and I can tell 
you that that is destructive to the ideas of free 
speech and democracy,• he said. Krakoviak 
lived in Poland for 23 years before defecting to 
the United States. 

If CAT does fold, Krakoviak said he does not 
know "where GCN will end up. But we will 
continue to cablecast, no matter what.• • 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Jim Siebold. PhD 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Individual and Couples Counseling 
615 329-1656 

JUiiITW~le 
3064THAVE~ 

SUNDAY BEER BUST 
1-6 PM 75¢ CANS 

LIVE MUSIC BY MARTY BROWN 
SUNDAYS 3-5 PM 

BIG COOKOUT 
MEMORIAL DAY 

MONDAY, MAY 29 
BE HERE OR Be SQUARE 

ABBY R. RUBENFELD 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

CHEATHAM & PALERMO 
43 MUSIC SQUARE WEST 

NA.5HVILLE, TENNESSEE 372W 
TB..EPHONE 

(615) 244-4270 

'Ifie 
'Towne :J{ouse 

!l{estaurant 
Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm 
165 Eighth Avenue North • 615 254-1277 

'Ifie -

(jas Lite 
Lounge 

Monday-Thursday 4:30 pm -1 am 
Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am 

· Sunday Noon - 1 am 
167 1/ 2 Eighth Avenue North • 615 254-1278 
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New on Wednesdays! 
from 5 pm - 8 pm 

Enjoy 25¢ draft beer 
and let Bob cook you a 

hamburger or hotdog just 
the way you like it. 

Come see our covered deck! 

~,~·~,~~ . 

-· ~ 

!!W~!!Y ll 

W 2311 Franklin Road, Nashville 
615 269-5318 • Open 3 prn-1 am 

THE 
WORLD'~ 

END 

GOOD FRIENDS 
GOODFOOD 
GOOD DRINK 

Brunch is on vacation for the summer. 
New Sunday hours 

4 p.m. - 1 a.m. 

171 3 Church Street, Nashville 
615-329-3480 

• Unique designs by our award-winning designers 
• Balloon bouquets • Fruit and gourmet baskets 

• We deliver everywhere 
• Credit cards honored by phone 

(615) 833-8555 
• 4825 Trousdale (at Blackman), Nashville 

uanita's 

Sunday, 
_May28 
Our first 
Summer 

Cook Out! 
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Nashville,s 
Sunday Night 
Party Place 

Watch for details 
about movie night, 

coming infune. 

1700«11 Ave S., Nuhville 6IS/2S6-968I 

The write 
stuff. 

IIAIUUSON HICKS 
Staff Writer 

by JEFF El.US 
Managtng Editor 

"YOU KNOW, RICH, I th ink I know you. 
You look awfully familiar.• 

With those words, spoken by a man under­
going sexual orientation change therapy, I 
realized tJ:iat my undercover reporting assign­
ment may have run its course. 

Since last November I had been investigat­
ing Christian fundamentalist sexual orienta­
tion change therapy, culminating in my being 
accepted as a member of Promise, a 24-week 
program administered by the Nashville-based 
Christian Counseling Services (CCS). Pron1ise 
is affil iated w ith Exodus International , a coali­
tion of evangelical ministries across North 
America, "dedicated to lifting up the ultimate 
hope of Jesus Christ to those struggling w ith 
homosexual ity.• 

I had gone undercover as "Richard" to learn 
about the workings of "change therapy,• its 
methodology and techniques, and to learn 
about those people seeking change and those 
who hoped to bring it about. My investigation 
had begun last fall with . telephone calls to 
several local churches, in an attempt to deter­
mine if such a program existed in Nashville. 

A suggestion by a heterosexual friend led to 
a telephone call to CCS' executive director 
Mike Malloy. Malloy, at that time, denied the 
program's existence. 

However, a phone call in January proved 
d ifferent: Malloy told me, as Richard, about 
Promise. 

CCS serves as the mid-south's primary Chris­
tian counseling and social services center 
dealing w ith "the sensitive topic of homosexu­
ality," according to its informational brochure, 
and reportedly people travel hundreds of 
miles for counseling. _ 

The story I told, as Richard, was about a 
young man who had experienced sexual rela­
tions with men in his past. Now, hoping to 
marry a woman, he sought help in controll ing 
his desires for members of his own sex. 

BEFORE RICHARD COUID JOIN Prom­
ise, he must first undergo several weeks of in­
dividual counseling, to determine if he was 
right for Promise and if Promise was right for 
him, Malloy said. 

Those weeks of individual counseling ses­
sions centered pr-imarily on techniques of 
changing thought patterns - the key, Malloy 
suggested, to changing one's sexual •prefer­
ences.• 

•in this society in which sex is so prevalent, 
we are often sent conflicting ~ages about 
men as sexual beings: Malloy said. •It's okay 
to see a handsome man and think, 'He's a nice ­
looking guy:• What's not okay is when you 
allow yourself to have sexual thoughts about 
him. But sometimes tlial can be difficulL 

•Sayyou'se driving down I.he strec:t and you 
see 10111e good-looking guy, wilh a good 
body, running downlhesidewalk in his.onion­
skin~- You migfa find youndf making . 

M A V 2 6 - J U N E t, t Q 8 Q 

u N D E R 

A Promise 

Part Three of Jeff 1 
report on his six-me 

investigaiio 
fundamentalist Cbrisi 

sexual-orienta. 
"change tbert 

the block in order to look at him again . You 
h4ve to change your thought patterns so you 
can just drive on.• 

Supposedly that was Richard's problem: too 
often he allowed his thought patterns to go 
beyond thinking, "he's a nice looking guy• to 
"I want to have sex with him. • 

11IE KEY WAS CONDMONING the mind 
not to wander off into dangerous territory. 
Proper conditioning would allow Richard the 
opportunity to enjoy heterosexual relations 
without fear of a homosexual liaison. 

In mid-April, Malloy told Richard of the 
reactivation of Promise. Several groups had 
operated in past years, but had been dis­
banded for various reasons. Now, enough 
men were involved in change therapy to indi­
cate a need for group meetings. 

"The meetings have a group leader who acts 
as more of a facilitator than anything else," 
Malloy said. • Although sometimes other 
people will, for lack of a better term, come in 
to teach. The program is somewhat didactic in 
its approach with some teaching needed be­
cause of the time limitations.• 

•we define homosexuality as romantic and/ 
or sexual involvement with a member of your 
own sex: a Promise brochure reads. •we do 
not believe the attraction to I.he same sex or 
homosexual orientation is sin. How thatorien­
lation is acted upon makes the diffeaa,a:. • 

111AT INfflAL IIEE'l1NG with I.he ocher 
men of Promise brought some sutpriles: 

•Whyshould wetumtolheOrilaianchurdl 
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for help when the Chnstian church has turned 
its back on us for centuries?" the facilitator 
asked rhetorically, then answered h irnself with 
references to Biblical teachings on overcom­
ing temptation. 

"The scripture does speak against homosex­
ual behavior. Some would say it speaks against 
only certain homosexual behavior. We think 
not,• the Promise brochure reads. "In the midst 
of personal relationship with God - diligent 
prayer and study - scriptural and otherwise, 
we stand on the promise that as individual be­
lievers truth will be revealed to us. 

"This revelation is personal and it continues 
throughout our Christian walk. The freedom 
we have may not be from the homosexual 
orientation but from the control of it - from 
.the bondage that so many experience. For 
some their freedom is more complete.• 

TIIE MEN OF PROMISE, ranging in age 
from the early 20s to the late 40s, all seemed to 
have one thing in common - a desire to 
eliminate their homc:,squa) leanings in order 
to lead a more •Ouistian• existence. 

Prior to that meeting, I was skeptical about 
attending. How would the activist in me react? 
What would I do if someone recognized me as 
a joumalist, out to get a scory? 

Listening to the men's stories, it was easy to 
let emotion take control and to feel for their 
anguish. The stories they told· were at times 

genuinely heanbreaking·and at ochers almost 
fanlallic. 

Liltening IO lheir horror stories ol the lor• 

tured existence of leading double lives, I was 
shocked by their naivete and their refusal to 
believe that anyone could be homosexual and 
be happy at the same time. 

I listened, almost awestruck, as they re­
counted their stories of fear and self-loathing. 

When, finally, I was able to tell Richard's 
story, they listened intently, offering words of 
advice and encouragement. However mis­
guided I found their stands on homosexuality 
to be, I must admit that they seemed to genu­
inely care for Richard: 

My misgivings about attending the meeting 
and about possible discovery of my true iden­
tity were, at least momentarily, assuaged. 

THEN, AS I STARTED TO LEA VE, William, 
a young, married minister of a fundamentalist 
church, approached me: 

"I think I know you. You look awfully famil­
iar to me," he sa id. 

"You've probably bought something from 
me before. Actually, that happens to me a lot. 
I guess I have a common face: I responded. 

"That's not something you should say in a 
group like this," Steve, another member of the 
group, joked to William. 

"I hope you didn't get the wrong idea when 
I said he probably bought something from me 
before,• I laughed. "I just meant I had probably 
waited on you some time.• 

But William was not easily put off. 
"No, I know I know you. Where did you go 

to school?" he asked. 
Suddenly, it was clear to me: William and I 

had both gone to Middle Tennessee State 
University. Although he had graduated before 
I even entered the school, we had several 
mutual friends. 

In fact, William and I had met a year or so 
earlier at apolitical function where I had asked 
for his support in my efforts to be elected as an 
openly-gay delegate to the 1988 Democratic 
National Convention. 

Before William had an opportunity to re­
me~ber who I was and where we met, I left. 
My cover was still intact. 

Or so I thought. 
TIIEFOLLOWINGMONDAY,amemberof 

the group paid a visit to my office: 
"I just wanted to talk to you before tonight,• 

he said. "I have a pretty good idea you're 
working on a story and I just wanted to let you 
know that you could really hurt a lot of 
people.• 

"My intention is certainly not to hurt any­
one: I said. •rm there to find out what change 
therapy is all about.• 

•well, I don't think it's a good idea for you to 
come back. You could really jeopardize a lot of 
hard work,• he argued. •rve got to go, but 
think about what could happen if you con­
tinue to come to the group and then wrile 
about it,• 

As he left, I realil.icd lhat a decision must be 
made: 

My imatlption WU QW!I'. • 

BEDDED OUT LATELY? 
Beginning in Victorian times, it become fashionable to plant colorful 

tropical plants_ every spring. But those were the doys when everyone hod 
three gardeners. We specialize in perennials. They come bock every yeor. 

They get bigger every year. Your maintenance diminishes every yeor. 

,.. Andre Viette perennials 
,.. Gilbertie herbs 

,.. Unusual annuals 
,.. Imported tools ond accessories 

,.. Gorden design ond consultation 
,._ Soleri bells 
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Right to violence? 

TIIE NASHVILLE Tennessean reports that 
Laura Milner, Nashvile Planned Parenthood 
Community Services director, had been at­
tacked by so-called "pro-life activists.• Luckily, 
Milner suffered no debilitating physical injus 
ries. But the attack raises disturbing questions 
about the consequences of violent rhetoric. 

There is a biller irony in the anti-choice 
movement's daim to moral correctness. The 
movement, which seeks to deny women con­
trol over their own bodies under the rubric of 
the sanctity of life, has neither eschewed nor 
disavowed violence in the pursuit of its goals. 

Odd that a political movement that has tried 
to hijack Christian principles in order to shore 
up its agenda would so conspicuously avoid 
condemning violence against those who have 
already been born. 

From firebombings of abortion clinics to 
physical attacks on those who work to provide 
women with their rightful choice to the verbal 
and emotional violence used to shout down 
reasoned debate, anti-choice fanatics, like all 
who try to force their ~eligion on those who 
believe differently, demonstrate that their 
cause is control, not concern. 

They should be ashamed. • 

GCN,s importance 
NASHVILLE MAYOR BILL BONER's office 

first proposed, axing half of Community Access 
Television's (CAT) budget, then Boner himself 
denied that he had made a decision about his 
recommendation. The initial announcement 
said that the CAT funds, all of which, by law, 
come from cable subscribers' fees, would be 
transferred to the Metro Office of Telecommu­
nications, the branch of Metro government 
that tapes and distributes Metro Council meet­
ings and other government hearings. 

While the Office of Telecommunications 
serves an important role in allowing the citi­
zenry access to the goings-on at City Hall, CAT 
provides what might be an even more impor­
tant service: it allows those who would not 
otherwise be unable, either because of the 
unpopularity of their message or because they 
cannot afford the expense of commercial tele­
vision, to present their views the opportunity 
to speak to fellow citizens by cable television. 

The trouble with chopping up the CAT 
budget is that doing so would force the already 
underfunded agency to shut down. And that 
would silence an important outlet for the free 
expression of opinion, and one voice that is 
particularly important to our community: Gay 
Cable Network/Nashville. 

GCN is important to all of us, even to those 
who have never seen the program, because it 
provides some balance for the violent homo­
phobia and •Christian• guilt-mongering so 
prevalent on television. 

The thought that back-door politicking to 
silence CAT just because GCN uses the service 
- a service open to all citizens:.._ is chilling, 
and should outrage every fairmioded voter. 
That Boner would even consider trading such 
an important community asset as CAT for the 
votes of a few loudmouth bigots on the Coun­
cil is unconscionable. 

CAT should receive its full funding, so that it 
can continue providing a conduit for free 
expression. • 
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Learning by contrast 
by CAROLE CUNNINGHAM 

Staff Writer 
"Not strangeness, but strange likeness.• 

-Geoffrey Hill, "Mercian Hymns" 

TIIE STIR CREATED by a story like Jeff 
EIiis's • A Promise Broken• (Eilis's account of a 
six-month investigation into a Christian 
•change therapy" group), like most stories that 
engage, challenge, and question, will say as 
much about those reading the story as about 
those with whom the story is concerned. Reac­
tions ranging from outrage to pity to protest 
point out the lines that divide activist from non­
activist, therapist from journalist, Christian 
from non-Christian. 

As an activist reading Eilis's story, I know 
what reaction other 
like-minded activists 

tage. That same individual whom the activist 
may account a lost soul today may in fact 
develop the self-affirmation and self-accep­
tance the activist promotes through activism 
by means of a path the activist dismisses or 
despises: a path that might include participat­
ing in a group like Promise. 

However offended I may be by the premises 
of those who created Promise, I cannot help 
but recognize the fact that Promise brings gay 
men together in a selling that allows them to 
acknowledge their attractioi:i for other men, 
allows them to speak openly of their experi­
ences, and, regardless of the homophobic 
rhetoric dominating their meetings, ultimately 

allows participants to , 
decide for themselves 

expect me to have, a 
reaction of disbelief, 
horror, outrage, pity: 
outrage and anger to­
ward Mike Malloy and 
Nashville-based 
Christian Counseling 
Services's (CCS) trans­
parent attack on 
homosexuality per se 
as a deviant, sinful, 
and ultimately unful­
filling "lifestyle"; pity 
and disbelief toward 
the men auending the 
Promise group for the 
futile attempt at 
changing something 
as fundamental and ir­
reversible as their 
sexuality. 

Cato observed that the which "promise" they 
want to live out and 
how. wise have more to learn 

fromfools thanfools lllAT WE OFTEN 
learn more by contrast 
than by example is a 
fact of human nature 
Cato the Elder pointed 
to when he observed 
that the wise have 
more to learn from 
fools than fools from 
the wise. uitirnately, 
those who might never 
be driven to self-ac­
ceptance by the ex­
ample of self-accept­
ing gay activists may 
well be driven to ac- · 
ceptance and affirma­
tion by the self-loath­
ing promoted in 
groups like Promise_ 

from the wise. 
Ultimately, those who 
might never be driven 
to self-accepta:nce by 

But as I have turned 
to Eilis's story for the 
last two weeks, I have 

the example of 
self-accepting gay 

activists may well be 
driven to acceptance 

and affirmation by the 
self-loathing promoted 
in groups like Promise. 

surprisingly been struck not with horror, but 
with awe. And it is that feeling of awe with 
which I chiefly credit the value of Dares cov­
erage of•A Promise Broken.• 

BECAUSE DESPITE MY OWN expectation 
that I would be alternately angry and de­
pressed by the existence of a group like Prom­
ise in Nashville, I found myself engaged with 
the stories of men in change therapy, and with 
how dramatically their stories diverged from 
my own. They seemed like the kind of stories 
from which I would have much to learn if my 
activist persona's visceral aversion to the idea 
of change therapy would willingly yield to the 
curiosity and concern of the student. 

While it has been tempting to assume that 
the participants in Promise have buckled 
beneath the buraen of their society's and 
religion's intolerance for homosexuality, I 
must consider that quite the opposite may be 
the case: that rather than buckling, these men 
may be beller prepared than I to bear the 
weight they carry down a path I may not 
understand but cannot help in some way re­
specting. 

I feel called by their stories and their ex­
amples to remember that by taking divergent 
paths we often arrive at the same end: that, 
strange though it may seem to the activist in 
me, there are those upon whose ears the ex- . 
hortations of one or one million passionate 
activists fall with little effect and to little advan-

And that in fact is not 
so strange after all. My own convictions about 
self-affirmation and activism, while not the 
product of a group like Promise, were indeed 
the product of living in a society in which my 
difference was often abhorred and feared, a 
world in which examples I might emulate and 
admire were few and far between. 

I learned who I was by reason of my contrast 
with the examples around me and by ultimate 
refusal to accept judgments of my life by any­
one but me. The participants in Promise are no 
less likely than me to arrive at those same con­
clusions. 

WHil.E TIIE STORY OF TIIE MEN in 
Prnmise is not my story, it is I who would be the 
fool to believe there is no wisdom in listening 
to the story of their lives and understanding 
that one day they may, by means I could never 
guess at or devise, arrive in the same place I 
arrive by a very different or divergent path. 

I do not have to accept the ideology of 
Promise to believe there is promise in the 
people who gather each week to share their 
lives, and I refuse to believe that their story 
being told endangers either them or me: 
rather, it throws me by its contrasting example 
toward a model of understanding, clemency 
and compassion I often lose sight of in my own 
heated pursuit of •truth." 

Their truths and mine both merit the telling 
because the promises we keep may not be so 
different after all . • 
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The Business of Ma-rriage 

reviewed by JEFF EWS 
Managing Editor 

CREATING A MUSICAL COMEDY for the of time, Alex and Margaret find themselves 
theater is hard work. Creating a good musical questioning themselves and their relationship. 
comedy for the theater is extremely difficult As if that's not enough, Margaret's father is 
work. Creating a smash hit musical comedy for dating a: waitress young enough to be his 
the theater is extremely hard work made diffi- daughter, while sister Crystal plans a wedding 
cult by the whims of the theater-going public. to a non-existent fiance just to keep everyone 

So, the talents behind Tbe Bustness of Mar- off her back. 
rlage - Judy Eron and Greg Armbruster - Alex's brother Jeff, as vacuous a Yuppie as 
had a hard-t<H:iitficult task ahead of them you could imagine, can't seem to find a girl­
when they sat down to create an entertaining friend despite his cellular phone, his 
show about relationships. The end result? A "Beemer•, his designer labels and his bottled 
few hits, a few misses and, overall, a pleasant water. 
evening of theater. Then there's Aunt 

Grace, a Bible-quoting 
fundamentalist Catholic; 
Shirley Century, a lustful 
lush who's in real estate, 
and a trio of Franks-Dr. 

Tbe Bustness of Mar­
riage does for relation­
ships in the '80s what 
Stephen Sondheim's 
Company did for the 
70s: cast a slightly jaun­
diced eye at personal in: 
terrelationships in the 
context of the times. 
While Company takes a 
look at the swinging 
singles scene of the mid-
70s, Business pokes fun at the wild and har­
ried married scene of the late 1980s - along 
with a few swipes at those singles still swing­
ing, a.k.a. Yuppies. 

As performed by the cast in this first-ever 
stage production from the newly-formed Gal­
latin Arts Council,-7be Bustness of Marriage is, 
like the business of "singlehood", not all cut 
and dried. Instead, it's like an obstacle course 
- with enough twists and turns and unex­
pected trapdoors - to keep you guessing 
who's doing what with whom and for how 
long. 

Essentially, Bustness is about the Whitakers 
- Alex and Margaret - who are celebrating 
their twentieth anniversary with family and 
friends. As with any celebration of the passage 

Franklin, Frank the bar­
tender, and Father 
Francis - who play fa­
thers confessor to ·the 
entire brood. 

The cast performs with 
all the vigor and energy 

you would expect from community theater. 
Their performances - although a bit uneven 
- are just right for the characters they play. 

AS ALEX AND MARGARET, Denny Morice 
and Jacque Scarbrough look, and act, as if they 
could be married to each other, and give good 
performances. Morice tends to gesture too 
much while singing and borders on overacting 
during the big fight with Margaret. 
Scarbrough's voice is good (but her first song, 
"Who Am I In This All?" is the show's weakest 
number) and she plays the superwoman -
mother, wife, career woman - well. 

AstheWhitakerchildren-KatieandBobbi ' 
-Amy Phillips and Amanda Kepley are well­
cast, a fact made obvious when they sing 
• continued on page 8 

Frivolities 
reviewed by JEFF EWS 

Managing Editor 
FRIVOLIDES, the Circle Players' produc- Shakespeare's work glowingly to life in the 

lion of the Richard Northcutt-Judy Brown early twentieth century. 
musical adaptation of Shakespeare's Love's The show follows the tried and true formula 
Labour's Lost, is an absolutely delightful thea- of romantic goings-on amid the surroundings 

ter experience. r::;~;i:iii;;~;;::, of political change and in-
The show, which is in its -cP.1..1<1••• trigue. Not that Frivolities is 

world premiere engagement re~~;:~~~~ that staid or formulaic. 
at Nashville's Tennessee Per- ..,...,,....,~••• Instead, ·we are intro-
forming Arts Center Johnson duced to three very upper 
Theatre, is an amusing com- 1••-,ro 1 <>,1,--....-~ crust gentlemen, striving to 
edy set to a score that's emi-

1
~ ,;;::;iiiq■ i maintain the traditions of the 

nently singable. As a matter all-male sanctuary - the 
of fact, you'll probably leave ~~~~~~ gentlemen's club . The 
the theater humming either young men include Lord 
"Labour of Love• or "Raz- Fredrick Ellengraf, a young 

zarnatazz," the show's two L...,;===========:::..J nobleman, and his friends 
most memorable tunes. Dumain Hyde-White and 

Frivolities is a spirited good time - an old- Beroon Fox-Fenwick. 
fashioned comedy of manners with a decided TIIE CHARTER CREATED by the trio for 
contemporary twist - done up in a British their new club includes such dictates as study­
accent that's sure to entertain. ing for a year and refraining from keeping 

WithanodtoGilbertandSullivan,Sigmund company with young women and eating but 
Rorriberg,andmaybeevenalittlewavetoCole one meal a day for the same time. 'The two 
Porter and Noel Coward, Frivolities brings • conlinuerl on page 8 
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NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAST SHOWS TUESDAY & THURSDAY 

Nashville"s Premier Gay Dance Bar •2529 Franklin Road, Nashville • (615) 385-9689 
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Announcements 
• WANTED: Reliable, hardworking self-starter for 
commissioned ad sales. Great part-lime, high-pay 
work for students, etc. 615-327-Dare. 

• Remember their names. Help bring part of NAMES 
Project quill to Nashville for Pride Week. Donations to 
PRIDE (Quill), Box 24181, Nash;,ille, TN 37202 

• T-GALA yard sale! 1401 Cedar, Nashville. Saturday, 
June 3, Sunday, June 4. 8am-5pm. Donations 
accepted. Info 615-297-4293. 

• Ya snooze, ya lose. Waterbed w/ heater and drawers. 
Good condition. $170. 615-352-5823. 

• BIG MOVING SALE Friday & Saturday, May 26 & 
27. 1 oam - 5pm. 6007 Neighborly Ave, Nashville. 
Everything goes but the puppies. Okay, not the cat. 
either. 615-352-5823 for directions. 

• WANTED: Reliable and energetic people to help 
deliver Dare in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville. 
Write Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 
615-327-Dare. 

• Decorated Cakes. Weddings, Birthdays, etc. 615-
269-3285. 9 years of professional experience. 

• Catch our new look! Watch GCN/Nashville Tuesdays 
at 9pm, Saturdays at 8pm. On Nashville's Cable 35. 

•LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Dare is 
accepting applications from writers. Learn community­
oriented journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box 
40422. Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-327-Dare. 

Travel 
• TIMBERFEU LODGE, DISCREET HIDEAWAY. 
Bed & breakfast inn. 250 ocres country elegance, 
deluxe rooms & food, sauna, jacuzzi & hiking. Clothes 
optiorial. The South's finest gay men's resort. Rte 11 , 
Box 94-A, attn: DAR, Greeneville, TN 37743. 615-
234-0833. 

Homes 
• Vegetarian artist & 2 cats seek quiet M or F 
housemate. $187 .50, huge yard w/ veg. gardens, nice 
neighborhood. Leave message 615-226-8313. 

• East Nashville 1932 Spanish Mission bungalow. 
2BR $600/month. Security deposit. Jane Parkey, 615-
269-6324. 

Personals 
• Hey, Rusty, thanks for everything. You're the best! 

• 32-year-old professional GWM new to Nashville and 
gay life. Enjoys dining out, theater, reading, quiet time 
for sharing. Seeks friendship, possible relationship 
with sensitive and caring man. DARE DRAWER 37. 
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afler the last ll)parance ofll'e ad. To al'5Wlr a drawer Id, write to: 

Da1e0Mrl 
Bo., «l422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

• Ads received~ noon Tuesday will run the following Friday. Please 
enclose check or rrcney o~r br mtal arrounl payable ID: 

Dale 
Box «>422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0(12. 

• Questioro? Phone (615) 327-IW£. 

*Nothing to Worry About.• Before that the audience with her *Bad History- number), 
number it's easy to write the pair off as just a JimRich(asMargaret's adventuresomefather), 
couple of kids having a good time. But when Mame Wood (Crystal), Ann Williams (~unt 
they sing, these two really sing! Grace) and Ed Stankard (brother Jeff). 

David Doyle has more fun than anyone else Business is set to a score by Armbruster and 
in the show with his triple play: Dr. Franklin, Eron that's both entertaining and provocative, 
Frank the bartender and Father Franci,5. He's · although none of the songs lend themselves to 
really quite good as the therapist and the priest, being hummed while walking out of the thea­
but as the bartender, using a *dese, demand ter. And too often, in spite of amusing dia-
dose" accent, he's just not believable. logue, the songs are spread too far apart. 

11IE BIGG~ SURPRISE of all - and a The set - designed by Armbruster,Juliette 
surprise because she's not called on to sing GuthrieandRobertCox- iswelldone,(inlast 
until Act Two - is Susanna Rainear as Sylvia year's fashion colors of mauve and grey) but a 
(the young waitress who's dating Margaret's bit too elaborate for this production. A simpler 
father). Rainear sings up a storm in "That's set would do better justice to Armbruster and 
What People Mean• and truly jolts the audi- Eron's words and music - perhaps a set like 
ence from its seats with her electrifying singing Company s platforms and panels. 
and magnetic stage presence. This woman is All in all, The Business of Marriage offers a 
definitely at home on stage and should have funny, musical look at life and at ourselves. 
been given more musical numbers. Better yet, Note: The Business of Marriage runs through 
make her the show's focus. May 28 at Volunteer State Community College in 

The cast also includes Lyn Lynch (hilarious Gallatin. • 

. .. Frivolities 
• continued from page 7 

most co·rrupting influences in life are 
women and politics," according to the men. · 

But, since the year is 1910 and the women's 
suffrage movement is just beginning to gather 
strength in England - and since, after all, th is 
is a musical comedy - three very attractive 
young women arrive at Lord Ellengrars coun­
try estate to seek his support in Parliament. The 
young women include Lady Pamela Parke­
Hampton, a young noblewoman, and her 
friends Katharine Columbine and Rosaline 
Belminster. 

AND TIIE STAGE IS SET·for all manner of 
good fun. And while the outcome is predict­
able- this ts Shakespeare, for goodness' sake 
- it's still wildly entertaining. 

Northcutt's book and lyrics are given perfect 
· pairing with Brown's music, which evokes 
tranquil, bucolic settings and scandalous she­
nanigans. The songs do what is expected of 
them - advancing the play's actions through 
musical interludes - and could also stand 
alone as pure entertainment. 

"Labour of Love• is an ideal opening for the 
show, introducing the characters in a charm~ g 
fashion. "Razzamatazz" is a danceable, sin­
gable number that enlivens Act Two (But did 
they have jazz in 1910? Who cares?). "A Loverly 
Piece of 'eaven," sung by EllengraPs randy 
houseboy Pudding (Gregg Colson) is cleverly 
performed. 

"Minuet in Black and White," sung by Rosal­
ine and Beroon (Vicki Wonders Foltz and Rick 
Seay) to underscore the action of a human 
chess match is appropriately dramatic and 

suspenseful. But why was this number not 
performed in black and white? Certainly, the 
colorful costumes were glittery and eye-catch­
ing, but the number clearly called for black and 
white costumes. 

As Lord Ellengraf, Frank Preston was neces­
sarily snooty and disdainful, but still an utterly 
likable chap. ·Randy Seay's Dumain proved to 
be the audience's favorite with his charming 
portrayal and script full of malapropisms 
("Abstinence makes the heart grow fonder.•) 
Rick Seay's Beroon was handsome and urbane 
and probably the best singer among the men. 

Sharon Farmer, as Lady Pamela, was devi­
ous and mischievous, plotting and scheming 
to upend the men's plan. Vickie Wonders 
Foltz, as Rosaline, was believable as the inde­
pendent, forthright suffragette. And Ginna 
Fleshood, as Katharine, with her blonde curls 
and coquettish smile, reminded one of Ber­
nadette Peters. 

Lord Ellengraf's estate, designed by Gary 
Harris, was simple, yet. evoked the elaborate 
scale of an actual English country estate. 

UNDER HANK HIIDEBRAND's direction, 
the show's action was fluid and the pace quick. 
Stephanie Hamilton's choreography was just 

right for the music and for the action (particu­
larly "Razzamatazz," "Bow and Arrow Ballet," 

and "Minuet in Black and White.") 
The six member orchestra, under the baton 

of conductor John B. Roberts Jr., provide the 
perfect complement to the action on stage and 
sound like so much more than only six people. 
Frivolities runs through June 4 at Nashville TPAC 
Johnson Theater. • 

%J%W%:t©NJ&tilJillzf ffi:tt~t~WtR0%.Gfil%11IB.f1iii%® 
And now, a word from our censor 

"His agenda is so broad-based. I'm not inter­
ested in abortion, pornography or all those 
issues. 

"People are moderate and we need the 
support of the masses. We're not going to be 

· telling the networks not to show homosexuals 
on their programs or anything like that. • 
- Tarry Rakolta, the Michigan woman whose 
complaints lead several advertisers to withdraw 

sponsorship · from Fox Television's 
Married ... With Childre11 on her view of Tupelo, 
Mississippi, preacher Donald Wildmon'sAmeri­
can Family Association. Rakoita has fanned a 
group of her own to fight "offensive television." 

"He who wears his morality but as his best 
garment were bette( naked." 
- Philosopher Kahlil Gibran, in The Prophet. 
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