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A massive raid on Nashville adult bookstores and 
suspected houses of prostitution in early 1983 produced 
banner headlines in the Nashville Tennessean, and 
established assistant district attorney Richard Fisher as 
the midstate's leading anti-vice crusader. Fisher is now 
advising the Nashville Coalition Against Pornography on 
ways to make pornography unavailable to Nashvillians. 
-ILLUSTRATION THE TENNESSEAN 

ACLU Reports on Anti-Gay 
Violence in Tennessee 

By DEBORAH BURKS 
Staff Writer 
Between April and December of this year, 

23 incidents of discrimination or violence 
against Tennessee gay men, lesbians,. and 
transsexuals have been reported to the Ameri­
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) gay and les­
bian hotline. 

The hotline, operated from the state ACLU 
office in Nashville, was established last spring 
following a survey conducted by members of 
the Tennessee Gay and Lesbian Alliance (f­

GALA) which revealed that 37% of respon­
dents had experienced some form of verbal or 
physical violence as a result of their ~xual 
orientation. 

"The primary purpose in establishing the 
hotiine was to continue the documentation of 
discrimination against sexual minorities, said 

Hedy Weinberg, executive director of ACLU -
Tennessee. "We wanted to generate some 
statistics to show the public, the media, and 
elected officals that action needs to be taken to 
prevent further occurences." 

Compiled by ACLU administrative assistant 
Julie Berbiglia, the summary of the hotline calls 
shows that employment discrimination is re­
ported more frequently than violence and 
harassment and other forms of discrimination. 

"I have been surprised at how few reports of 
violence or harassment we have received. I 
suppose this is because they're so common 
that people don't bother to call," commented 
Berbiglia. "Employment discrimination, on the 
other hand, is perhaps reported because 
people perceive that in this situation they have 
legal recourse." 

Berbiglia explained that action can be taken 

Assistant District Attorney Richard Fisher Again 
Advises Nashville Anti-Pornography Efforts 

ByJEFFELUS 
Managing Editor 
Efforts by .members of the recently-organ­

ized Nashville Coaltion Against Pornography 
(NCAP) to rid the city of "illegal pornography" 
might oest be directed toward alleviating pros­
titution, according to Assistant District Attor­
ney General Richard Fisher. 

The group was organized last month by a 
coalition of Christian fundamentalist-oriented 
groups to guarantee enforcement of state and 
local laws against selling obscene materials. 
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Matro Nashvllle Police are looking for lhe murderer of Vernon 

Lesler Larkin. Wilnesses described lhe suspecl: slocky build, aboul 5 
feel 11 inches lall and aboul 170 pounds. He is described as having 
medium brown hair covering his ears and hanging inlo his face, dark 
eyes, a muslache and talloos on bolh arms. Larkin was seen leaving The 
Jungle, al 306 Faurlh Ave. Soulh, Sunday, sept 4, wilh lhe suspect 

Anyone wilh informalion aboul lhe case or suspect should call 
Deteclive Mike Smilh al (615) 742-7560. Anonymous calls can be made 
lo Crimestoppers al (615) 74-CRIME (742-7463). ~KETCH METRO POLICE 

During a meeting with civic and profes­
sional leaders at the Capitol Club two weeks 
ago, Fisher told the group's members that 
ridding Nashville streets of prostitutes and 
drugs c<?uld help to stop the flow of "porno­
graphic" materials in the city. 

"I'm glad a citizens' group is being organ­
ized to fight pornography in this city, because 
the D.A.'s office is limited to dealing with cases 
that involve violations of state and local ob­
scenity laws," Fisher said during an interview 
Tuesday. 

NCAP spokesperson David R. Shepherd 
said earlierthis month that Fisher had asked for 
the group's cooperation in bringirig to his 
office any materials deemed obscene that 
were purchased at local adult bookstores-and 
video arcades. 

Fisher said the D.A.'s office would apply 
obscenity standards set forth in the case of 
Miller v. California is determining what consti­
tutes obscene material. 

"We look at the material and determine if i 
continued on page 3 

Nashville Group Plans 
Christmas Gifts for PWAs 

By STUART BMN 
Editor 
"It's basically just a bunch of concerned 

people who got together to try to help see that 
there's a Christmas for people with AIDS who 
otherwise wouldn't have one," said Nashville 
community and AIDS activist Thom Carpenter 
of the Have a Heart at Christmas 
program. The volunteer program 
will place heart-shaped holiday 
ornaments in Nashville lesbian 
and gay nightclubs. Each orna­
ment carries an identification 
number (to protect the privacy of 
the PW As) and a gift suggestion for 
a spec_ific person with AIDS, Car­
penter said. 

"The gifts are things like shirts, 

diapers - things that can really make a differ­
ence to someone who's St.!1Jggling with medi­
cal bills," he added. 

The group asks individuals to pick up orna­
ments, buy the gifts suggested, wrap them for 
Christmas, and return them either to the Nash­
ville CARES offices or to the bar where the or­

nament was picked up (with the 
identification number marked) 
by Friday, December 23. 

towels, food, toddlers' clothes, Thom Carpenter 

Carpenter said that the group 
. hopes to present gifts to some 70 
individuals and families. All gifts 
received will be delivered to 
PWAs Saturday, December 24. 
The Have a Heart at Christmas 
program is sponsored by Nash­
ville CARES and by participating 
bars. • 

Emp[oymenl Discriminalion -3 Violence & Harassmenl 
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Police-Communily 
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LESBIAN AND GAY 

INCIDENTS 

TRANSSEXUAL INCIDENTS 

~2 
Employmenl Discrimlnalion 

IJ1 
Juslice Syslem 

Breakdown of ACLU of Tennessee's statistics on 
discrimination against gay men, lesbians and 
transsexuals. -DARE STAFF GRAPHIC 

by people who experience anti-gay harass­
ment or violence. Phone harassment should 
be reported to the phone company and assault 
may be prosecuted if a warrant is sworn, she 
said. 

Berbiglia noted that because there are no 
laws in Tennessee which protect gay men and 
lesbians from discrimination, there is not much 
ACLU can do with the reports of employment 
discrimination. These cases are refered to an 
appropriate attorney. 

The 12 reports of employment discrimina­
tion range from job interview questions about 
homosexuality to employment termination, 
including one military discharge. According to 
Berbiglia, some cases also involve gays and 
lesbians who are being threatened or harassed 
by other employees. 

Tl:ie employment discrimination and harass­
ment of transsexuals was reported to occur, in 
most of the cases, because the individual was 
perceived to be gay. 

While the hotline statistics were not com­
piled by the gender of the caller, Berbiglia 
noted that men call more frequently than 
women. "I'm not sure if incidents happen 

continued on page 3 
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Personal: ''Hi! Gene!" 
Now, for a limited time only, you can get {ip-close 

and personal without cleaning out your walJet. [!are Personals. 
A hundred characters. Two weeks. Five bucks. 
Just mark the "Special" box on µie order form. 

This offer won't last forever, so gef crackin'. 
Questions? Phone 615 292-%23 

or write: Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422. 

@W 
L-------------------------~ 

Memphis 
Mondays .......... ...., 
Rldio show, WEVI.-FM 90, 6-7pm. 
PIINalll (Gay Alcoholics Anorymous) 
Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Cents. 8pm. lnlo901 272-9459. 

Tuesdays 
...... (Gay AlooholicsAnonymous) 
Open medillQ. Memphis lambda Cents. 5:30 and 8pm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Wednesdays 
,.._Is (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) 
Open medillQ. Memphis lambda Centll'. 8pm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Thursdays 
P-FWI (Parerrts and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 
Support group. SI. John's Episcopal Church, 322 S Grell'. 1st Thursday only. 
Info 901 761-1444. 
.... 11 (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) 
Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center .. 5:30pm. Info 901 272-9459. 
lllt11111 U11d (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) 
Meding. Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info 901 276-7379. 

Fridays 
_ 1'111•11 (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) 

Open meetinv. Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30 and 10pm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Saturdays 
!_wllt•llat-(ACOA) 
Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. lnlo 901276-7379. 
1'111•1• (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) 
Open medillQ. Memphis Lambda Cante.-. 8pm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Sundays 
&..,.._Ufe.Clluralt 
Sunday School, 9:30am. Worship seivice, 11am. Info 901 327-4145. 
11111 1111 U11d (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) •. 
Meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379. 
1'111•1• (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) 
Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Bpm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Nashville 
Mondays 
._llll1CMES 
AIOS;'ARC ·Support Group. 6:30pm. HIV Education Support Group. 6pm. Family 
Support Group. 6:30pm. Info 615 385-1510. 
Laallllallnap 
Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting lor gay men and lesbians. Unitarian 
Chun:h. 8pm. _ 
IIAIIIET (Married and Gay Networl<) 
Support group tor married gay men. 1st & 3nl Mondays only. MCC. Bp,:n. 
Info 615 320-0288. 

Tuesdays 
Y•dllllllt Lallbda Alalclall11 
MedillQ tor g·ay and lesbian Vanderbilt students, !acuity. stall and alumni. 
Vanderbilt Divinity School, Room G 23. 5:30pm. Info 615 385-4283. ·• 
M~• -
Open meeting,.MCC. 6:30pm_, 
11111111111 CARES 
HIV Education Support Groups. 7pm. Info 615 385-1510. 
1111a ....,_ (Lesbian Alcot,olics Anonymous) 
Closed meetinv, MCC. 8pm. 

Wednesdays 
laAdllotaAaN,._I 
Closed meding for gay men and lesbians. MCC. 5:30pm . 
._llll1CMES 
AIOS;'ARC Couples Support Group. 5:30pm. AIDS/ARC Support Group. 6:30pm. 
HIV Support Group. 7pm. Info 615 385-1510. 
MTlll l.adln AINcillion .. 
Meeting for lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee State University students. faculty. 
stall, and alumni. 7pm. Info 615 890-3787. 

Thursdays 
hlllwilleCMES 
HIV Support Group. 6:30pm. Visuafizalton group. 6:30pm. Info 615 385-1510. 
Altllutl- (Alooholics Anonymous) 
Closed meeting for lesbians and gay men. MCC. 8pm. 
I.Nii• Adlllt Cluldra ot-Alcutlica (ACOA) 
Meeting. 8pm. Info 615 385-4776 or 615 352-5823. 

Fridays 
SenlllllosAl•W-• 
Closed meeting. MCC. 5pm. o., .......•• ,,,rt 111r .. , 

Meeting. MCC. 1st Friday only. 7pm. lnlo 615 292-0817 or 615 320-0288. 
Alcollollca Anoarm•• Pr11ra• Study a,.., 
Meeting, Belmont Uniloo Methodist. 7:30 pm. 

Saturdays 
11111111111 CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 4pm. Info 615 385-1510. 
11etr,,111ta c.-,,nity Clwroll 
Mortgage Meal, all you can eat. 7:30pm. $.5. 
lier Cllble llelwork 
Cabi=I. N:1ScvilleViaoom Chann~ 35 (Community Aa:ess Television). 8pm 

Sundays 
Mlltrepolitan Community Churoll 
Worship seiviccs, 11am and 7pm. Info 615 320-0288. 

EVillts 
Saturday, December 17 
Christmas Party Black and White Men Together, 
Memphis. 8pm. Cash bar. Info 901 452-5894. 

Sunday, December 18 
Christmas Dinner and Party Potluck.Sponsored 
by Nashville CARES. St. Edward's Church, 188 
Thompson Ln, Nashville. 5:30pm. Info 615 385-1510. 

Monday, December 19 
Christmas Dinner and Party Potluck.Sponsored 
by Memphis Gay Coalition.GD! on the River, 287 
South Front St, Memphis. 7:30pm. Cash bar. Info 901 
324-GAYS (324-4297). 
Discussion Group Religion and Being Gay. Black 
and White Men Together, Memphis. 7:30pm. Free. Info 
901 452-5894. 

-l=UZ~iil' 
* - --MEMPHIS 

Wednesday, December 21 
Special Support Group Getting Through the 
Holidays. Nashville CARES. 7:15pm. Info 615 385-
1510 . 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Word and Song. Special holiday 
service. MCC, 13115th Av North, Nashville. 8:30pm, 
following Mortgage Meal. Free. Info 615 320-0288. 

Sunday, December 25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Monday, December 26 
Benefit Comedy Big Ed does standup for Nashville 
CARES, at Zanies Comedy Showplace, 2025 8th Av 
South, Nashville. 8:30pm. $10. Info 615 385-1510. 

Tuesday, December 27 
-Dinner Caring and Sharing Night. Informal social 
evening. Black and White Men Together, Memphis. 
French Quarter Inn, Ov~rton Square, Memphis. 7pm. 

Saturday, December 31 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 
Watch Night Service Special holiday service. 
MCC, 13115th Av North, Nashville. 11 :30pm. Free. 
Info 615 320-0288. 

Sunday, January 1, 1989 
NEW YEAR'S DAY 

Thursday, January 12 
Brown-Bag Lunch That Strange Girl: The Alice · 
Mitchell Murder Case (Memphis, 1896), Sherre 
Dryden, Vanderbilt University librarian. Lesbian and 
Gay Studies Lecture Series, Vanderbilt Lambda 
Association. Sarratt 11 B, Vanderbilt, Nashville. 
12:10-1pm. Free. 

Your nonprolil evenl can be !isled lrce in Dates. Wrile lo Dare, Box 
· 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 615 292-9623 and leave a 

message. Please include informalion aboul lime, localion, oosl, spon­
sor, and a conlacl person's name wilh address and/or phone number for 
verilicalion. Deadline noon Tuesday lor publicalion nexl Friday. 
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... anti-g~y violence 
continued from page 1 
more frequently to men or if women are just 

more accustomed to harrassment and don't 
make reports," commented Berbiglia. 

Information available from national sources . 
indicates that reports of violence and harrass­
ment against gay men and lesbians has in­
creased in recent years. In 1986, 4946 incidents 
of violence or harrassment were reported to 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF). In 1987, the numqer of reports in­
creased to 7008. 

"Does this really mean violence against les­
bians and gays is increasing or that documen­
taion has improved?" asked Kevin Berrill, di­
rector ofNGLTF's Violence Project. ''.Well, we 
know that more victims are coming forward 
but there is most probably an increase in actual 
occurrence of violent incidents." 

Berrill believes this increased victimiza­
tionof gays and lesbians may be due to the en­
hanced visibility of this community. 

"Havinggaypeople more visible than ever is 
both good and bad," commented Berri!!. "As 
we become more visible we have ttle opportu­
nity to educate peqple and to challenge myths 
about our lives, but it also makes us easier 
targets." . 

What does NGLTF think the gay and lesbian 
community should do about the apparent 

growth of violence and harrassment? 
"Well, returning tothe closet won't make us 

anysafer,"assertedBerrill. "Wecanhide,orwe 
can get out there as a community and demand 
our rights to adequate police protection and 
education programs to deal with homophobia. 
We must also provide support and advocacy to 
those who have been victimized." 

Berrill also noted that the passage of legisla­
tion such as the federal .Hate Crimes Statistics 
Bill will help better the understanding of the 
problem. The bill was overwhelmingly ap­
proved by the House but was killed in the 
Senate by North Carolina Senator Jesse Helms' 
attachment of several anti-gay amendments. 

"The limited statistics gathered from the 
hotline show that discrimination against gays 
and lesbians is rampant in Tennessee, be it in 
the workplace, healthcare or violence; said 
Weinberg. "There needs to be strong legisla­
tion in place to protect the community." , 

Weinberg says the ACLU hotline project will 
continue and she stressed the importance of its 
use by members of the gay and lesbian com­
munity. 

"We want to make ourselves a place where 
the gay and lesbian community can come to 
report incidents of discrimination which are 
based on sexual orientation." 

The hotline number is (615) 256-7028. • 

••. anti-porn assistant D.A. 
continued from page 1 
it stays within or goes beyond the limits pro­

scribed by law," Fisher said. 
Tennessee statu.tes define obscene materi­

als as "patently offensive representations or 
descriptions of ultimate sexual acts," such as 
sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus or 
sodomy. The statutes outlaw the ownership, 
distribution and display of such materials. 

"I don't advise retailers about what they can 
sell or how to conduct their business," Fisher 
said. "But the law says you cannot sell obscene 
materiais and you cannot engage in obscene 
actsonstage." · 

Fisher in 1983 spearheaded an extensive 
probe of adult bookstores, massage parlors 
and prostitution operations which resulted in 
more than 170 arrests. 

In early March of that year, some 180 police 
officers converged on 21 businesses suspected 
of violating the state's drug, prostitution, ob­
scenity and conspiracy laws. The 170 people 
arrested were indicted on more than 675 
charges. 

"Many people were arrested for performing 
sexual acts at a_dult bookstores, film arcades 
and massage parlors," Fisher said. "A number 
of items, includin·g books and movies, were 
seized." 

Accqrding to one of the men charged during 
that raid, however, many of the cases were 
thrown out of court because Fisher's case for 
the prosecution was ill-prepared. 

"He was made to look like a fool in court," 
the man, who asked that his name not be used, 
said. "He's probably behind what's going 9n. 
now:" 

Currently pending in federal court in Nash­
ville is a motion filed by attorneys for owners 
of local adult bookstores which would allow 
them to replace the doors on private viewing 
booths and to remove limitations on store 
operating hours. 

A decision on that motion is expected from 
Federal District Judge William Higgins some­
time this month. 
. The doors to the booths were removed and 
operating hours set from 8 a.m. to 3 a.m. 
following an investigation earlier this year by 
the Metro Health Department. Dr. Joseph Bis­
towich, then-director of the department, told 
members of the Metro Council that adult book­
stores are breeding grounds for sexually-trans­
mitted diseases. · 

Fisher contended Tuesday that adult book­
stores may also be breeding grounds for pros­
titution and drug • trade. He said closing the 
stores cou Id limit the spread of pornography as 
well as bring a halt to the drugs and prostitu­
tion. 

"It blows my mind that women's groups and 
other groups dealing with special interests 
don't see how prostitutes are being used and 
abused, that their lives arc being controlled by 
people who force them to become prostitutes 
and then take their money," Fisher said. 

Most recently, Fisher was the prosecutor 
during preliminary hearings for some 42 men 
who were arrested as a resu IL of a three-month­
long undercover sex-for-pay operation con­
ducted last Decemqer, January and February. 

Local NCAP organizers are looking _to a 
similar group's success in Chattanooga for 
inspiration in their efforts. The Chattanooga 
group, was successful in bringing about the 
closing of adult bookstores and video arcades 
in that southeastern Tennessee city. According 
to sources there, the group then turned its 
attentions Lo closing the city's gay bars. 

Several adult bookstores have reo~ned in 
Chattanooga, but none of them have private 
video booths, which. arc prohibited by local 
ordinance. The Chattanooga ordinances were 
used as sources when the Metro Council 
adopted restrictions for Nashville 
businesses. • 

Friends Flowers & Gifts 

Citywide delivery 
Credit cards accepted by phone 
FfD • Teleflora 

Park Place, Nashville• 615 321-5969 

Permanent Hair.Removal 
Patricia McCaffrey • 

Electrologist, R.E. 
Free Consultation 

Individual Disposable Probes 

(615) 333--1044 or 361-5464 
Now two locations: 

• Southern Hills Medical Center 
• Murfreesboro Rd/Briley Pkwy area 

ABBY R. RUBENFELD 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

CHEATHAM & PALERMO . 
43 MUSIC SQUARE WEST 

NASHVILLE, TENNESS.EE.37203 
TELEPHONE 

(615) 2-14 -4270 

Myth #l: 
Chiropractors aren't really 

doctors · 

This old saw has been floating around for years. However, the truth is that chiro­
practors must complete at least six years of specializ.ed training. Chiropractors must 

earn a doctorate and must be licensed by the state in which they practice. 
A general practitioner is a doctor. 

And so is a ·chiropractor . 

Complimentary consultation. Insurance accepted. · 
Dr. Deborah Kowalski• Chiropractic Physician • 108 Harding Place, Nashville• (615) 352-1234 

. -
The queen's cappuccino. 

., . 

.. • · 

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 
FRESH FROM OUR ROASTER 

81.AIIII CE.IIITIAL .. 
I M P O R T E R S .A N D R O A S T E R S O F F I N E C O F F E E S 

Park Place on 
West End Avenue 
Nashville 

(615) 321-8530-

BEAN CENTRAL COFFEE 
Available at 
COOK'S NOOK 
Bandywood in Green Hills 
COOK'S NOOK 
in Brentwood Place 
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EMBASSY TRAVEL 
We 

specialize 
in personal 

service. 
615 320-5202 ~ 

TN Toll Free 800 548-1031 
Parkview Towers 

210 25th Avenue North, Suite 115 
Nashville, TN 37203 

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Sat 1 0am-2pm 

Don't go away. 
We'll be right back. 

We're experiencing some technical 
difficulties right now, but watch for our 

announcement. 

We'll be open again soon. 

~!!~·~-\ ~~ ~.. ~" ,, --.....-___ , ti 
7"'--

- ~ 

I!!! e w ~ e Y n 
W 2311 Franklin Road, Nashville 

615 269-5318 • Open 3 pm-1 am 

. 

GRANNY'S 
A1¥fIC 

Antiques & C.Ollectlbles 

•Sales 
• Upholstery 

• Furnit~e Refinishing 
• Furniture Repair 

Granny's Attic 
ED STANf, NEW OWNER 

2911 Granny White Pike, Nashville 
(615) 297 -8633 or 298-3569 

--····-♦• • ♦ •♦ ♦ . ♦ 
♦ • • • 

: •Food Specials• ~ 
: •Lemon & Lager• • • ■ $1 I • • •Pitchers for $3• • • • • 3pm-7pm • 

• ♦ 
♦ 

♦• ♦• •• • •• -..... . 
Victor /Victoria's 

111 8TH AVE N, NASHVILLE/ 244-7256 

The voice 
in the 

wilderness. 

Watching GCN/Nashville 
just became twice as easy! 

You decide: 
Tuesdays at 9 p.m. 

or Saturdays at 8 p.m. 

Exclusively on 
Nashville Cable Channel 35. 

GAY CABLE NETWORK 

Nashville 
615 254-8250 

This is the last in a series on same-sex 
couples. 

By JEFF EI.US 
Managing &litor 
For the unenlightened or for the uninitiated, 

same-sex couples may be a frightening re­
minder of what homosexuality is all about. 

Even for the enlightened or for the initiated, 
same-sex couples may be a frightening re­
minder of what homosexuality is all about. 

In the heterosexual community, same-sex 
couples may be reviled - thought of as per­
verts and sinners. Or they may be called "cute" 
as in: "Bob and Dan are so cute together. They 
can wear the same clothes and everything." 
· In the iesbian and gay community, couples 
also present somewhat of a paradox. In some 
circles, they may be considered role models, 
while in others, 'they are treated as pariahs -
thought of by many as slaves to the roles 
represented by male/female couples. 

But as the burgeoning lesbian and gay rights 
movement continues to make its presence felt 
in cities from New-York to Nashville, San Fran­
cisco to Memphis, the same-sex couple more 
and more is becoming an accepted, albeit 
grudgingly accepted, fact of life. 

Often isolated from not only other segments 
of society in general, but also from other 
members-of the lesbian and gay culture, same­
sex couples are mapping out new types of 
relationships - relationships without role 
models. 

And as same-sex couples make their way 
throughthis unchirted territory, unique issues . 
come to light along with the same problems 
that have plagued couples since Eve and Adam 
had apples for diimer. 

''There are a number of issues that are uni­
versal for cquples, whether they are male/ 
female or same-sex couples," said Judy Eron, a 
licensed clinical social worker whose Nash­
ville practice i_ncludes_ a number of clients who 
are members of same-sex couples. 

Among the universal themes which com­
prise a litany of couples' complaints, Eron said, 
include the division of time. 

"Many couples get in trouble about how 
time is spent at work, at home, and with or 
without each other," Eron said. "Also inany , 
couples have a difficult time defining what · 
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'closeness' means to them. They may ask 
themselves, 'How close is too dose?'" 

Financial matters, family, personar values 
and differences of power in a relationship also 
present stumbling blocks for most couples, 
whether homosexual or heterosexual. 

Regardless of wha~ the differences are that 
may cau~ a couple to fight, Eron said the key 
to rising above those differences is "fighting 
fair. n 

"You have to accept the fact that if the other 
person in the argument doesn't win, you don't 
win. It's a non-competitive situation. Couples 
must have a real desire for the other person to 
havewhattheywant. When that's the case, you 
can have a 'good'. fight," Eron said. 

While the lack of role models may help 
same-sex relationships to be more unconven­
tional than male/female relationships, it can 
also present some unique problems. 

"What happens with a lot of same-sex 
couples is a lack of family support. And there 
is frequently a lack of role models," Eron said. 
"Most of us have Mom and Dad to look to as 
role models, but same-sex couples have 
trouble finding role models to look to for 
support." 

Families may prove to be even more prob­
lematic if the relationship between child and 
parents is strained, If that relationship is strong, 
however, it can help to strengthen the child's 
.relationship with his or her partner. 

"In-laws are always a problem for most 
couples, but for a same-sex couple, the in-laws 
may feel it's easier to reject a child's partner," 
Eron said. "But there are other examples when 
the parents are very supportive and accepting 
of their child's partner." 

Networking for lesbians and gay men is 
difficult in a predominantly heterosexual soci­
ety, and same-sex couples may discover that 
difficulty compounded by virtue of the fact that 
they are part of"- pair. 

"Sometimes peer support is hard to find for 
lesbian and gay couples, because the circle of 
friends - if for a lesbian couple, their friends 
are also lesbians and if for a gay couple, their 
friends are also gay - may be viewed as 



l -
1 

potential sex partners," Eron said. 
One problem that may be unique to same­

sex relationships, Eron suggested, may occur 
when a romantic relationship (which includes 
sexual intimacy) becomes a friendship (with­
out sex). 

"There are different theories about why that 
may happen - enough that it is being written 
about in professional journals," Eron said, 
adding that such an occurrence seems more 
prevalent among lesbian couples. 

"When people get too close, sometimes sex 
disappears.-C.Ouples may become too much 
alike. You need enough 'differentness' to keep 
things interesting," she explained. 

For ,gay couples, the great monogamy ver­
sus non-monogamy debate may be the cause 
for most disagreements. In heterosexual 
couples, studies have shown that men are 
more likely to have extra-marital affairs than 
women. So among gay male couples, extracur­
ricular affairs may even be expected. 

For women, the problems are different. As 
Eron explained, many women may "lose their 
identity to a relationship" - a male/female or 
a lesbian relationship. When two women are 
involved in a relationship, both may lose their 
identities to the larger identity of their relation­
ship. 

"They may get lost in each other. That can 
happen for any number of reasons, but per­
haps not having enough outside connections 
plays a major role in that," Eron said. 

Often, because of an overzealous desire to 
be what one imagines one's partner wants, two 
personalities may meld into one blurred im­
age. 

''There's a problem in being too much alike," 
Eron said. 

In the lesbian and gay community, it is not 
unusual to see a couple of different ages, 
different educational backgrounds, different 
employment histories and different social 
positions. 

"Perhaps those differences are better toler­
ated in the gay and lesbian community," Eron 
suggested. "And another major difference may 
be different developmental processes, includ-

. ing the coming-out process." 
With the widespread movement of lesbian 

and gay rights efforts in this country, Eron said 
more and more same-sex couples are seeking 
counseling for their problems. 

"Fifteen years ago, homosexuality was still 
officially called an iJlness, so I doubt there 
were many professionals who counseled 
same-sex couples. But as the gay and lesbian 
rights movement grows, people have started 
fighting for their relationships," she said. 

''Today, a gay or le~bian couple is given 
validation they would never pave gotten 15 
years ago." 

But not all counselors are equipped to deal 
with same-sex couples. · 

Like everyone else, there are those who are 
prejudiced against lesbians and gay men. 
Others, like Eron, however, are very open to 
lesbian and gay clients. 

"For me, it's been important to know about 
the gay and lesbian com~unity and to have 
friends who are gay and lesbian. So, I think 
that's helped me to counsel same-sex 
couples," Eron $3-id. 

Eron said that some couples may find it 
easier to talk to "someone like them," someone 
who is lesbian or gay. Still others, however, 
may prefer to deal with a heterosexual coun­
selor. 

"Sometimes, I think it would be best to go to 
someone _who's most like you - someone 
who has knowledge and acceptance of you as 
a person," Eron said. "But often the sexual 
orientation of the counselor has no bearing on 
the decision. Knowledge and acceptance are 
really the most important things." 

Because of the difference in the dynamics of 
relationships, same-sex couples must forge­
into new territories as they seek to define their 
"pairing" in new and unique terms. 

In Eric Marcus' The Male Couple's Guide to 
Living Together, an unidentified Tennessee 
man advises: "Don't go into a· relationship and 
expect things. You have to show your love and 
commitment. That's what will get into 
someone's heart and make the relationship. 
Then you find somebody else who's willing to 
put the equal into it. Then you've got a relation­
ship." 

And a couple. • 
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Bestof 

By CAROLE CUNNINGHAM 
Staff Writer 
Lame ducks were roosting in more places. 

than the White House in 1988. Movie houses 
across America were filled with movies that 
were mediocre, commonplace, or just plain 
dumb. 

Election years just may not be good years for 
film - with America's attention focused on 
either Greg Louganis' Speedo or the deranged 
criminals Mike Dukakis would loose on an 
unsuspecting nation, it may be no wonder that 
a movie like Big riveted the moviegoing public 
for over six months running (no apologies 
_necessary to the talented Tom Hanks - he 
knows his movie "was no JFK" in film history). 

The year's most controversial film was Mar­
tin Scorcese's Last Temptation of Christ. Again, 
no surprise that in a year when the pledge of 
allegiance was a central presidential campaign 
issue that a movie suggesting a slight dever­
sion from the traditional scriptural account of 
Christ's passion would be crucified upon the 
self-righteous cross of the Reagan Right. 

As it turned out, the Right didn't need a 
Robert Bork to interpret the Constitution 
through red-white-and-blue-tinted glasses: 
freedom of speech and expression could be as 
easily squelched through the private sector as 
through the judiciary. 

Businesses and fundamentalists in Nashville 
succeeded in keeping the film out of town 
even before theater owners had the chance to 
screen the film - and before any of the irate 
preachers and dogmatists had seen it either. 
Most critics panned the film on its cinematic 
merits, but praised the chances the film took 
and the issues it raised. Those interested in 
prolonging their stay in Purgatory or worse 
may see the film this spring at Vanderbilt's 
Sarratt Cinema. 

Yet among many swine, 1988 brought a few 
real pearls. But with the exception of Last 
Temptation, few films seriously challenged 
audiences' assu[I_2ptions about politics, 
people, religion, or "values." 

Oddly enough, there were few films of a 
political bent in this election year. The bestand 
most controversial political fim of 1988 was 
made in 1962: Tbe Manchurian Candidate. 
The film was without question the best re­
release in years and, despite its age, is included 
in my Top Ten List for 1988. Many of these best­
of--films, including Tbe Manchurian Candi­
date, are available now for home viewing on 
videocassettes. 

While none of 1988's best films will change 
your life, your attitudes, or even your heart, 
they will either make you a little uncomfort­
able, a little happier, a little sadder, a little more 
understanding, or a little more patient with 
yourself and with that peculiar ailment we've 

come to call The Human Condition. • 

Wings of Desire. 
German director Wim Wenders delivers an 

ethereal but moving film about the joys and 
pains of human life and how one winged 
traveller chooses the weight of humnanity 
over the lightness of the angelic orders. Wings 
focuses on the modem survivors of war-torn 
Berlin as seen through the eyes of an angel 
played by German actor Bruno Ganz. The 
angel hears human beings' interior dialogues 
with themselves, and the beauty of these choir­
like voices is as affecting as the simple lines 
from a children's rhyme that punctuate the 
events of the film. 

Unsatisfied with the predictable but pas­
sionless life of the angels, Ganz's angel falls in 
love with a trapeze artist and chooses to be­
come human to be with her. The film captures 
in black and white the hau_nting beauty of 
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Berlin and bleeds to color·;~ th~ a;gel bco~ 
human. Fans of Capra's It's a Wonderful Life 
will appreciate the homage Wenders pays to 
American filmmaking and the unique and 
persistent vision he has brought to German 
film . 

Tbe Unbearable Lightness of Being 
American director Phillip Kaufman brings a 

truly authentic middle-European air to one of 
1988's most brilliant and haunting films. Set in 
Czechoslovakia in 19<;>8 before and during the 
Soviet invasion, Unbearable Lightness suc­
ceeds in translating to the screen Milan 
Kundera's philosophical-political novel of the 
same name. Unbearable Lightness is a film 
about the price and the value of political and 
personal commitment. 

Daniel Day Lewis, o,1e of England's most 
accomplished actors (My Beautiful l.aun-
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drette, Room with a View) plays Tomas, a self­
centered doctor and intellectual who lives by 
the theory of threes - never sleep with the 
same woman three times in a row, or sleep 
with her only every three years, etc. Lena Olin, 
a beautiful, brilliant actress, plays Sabina, the 
"lighter'' half of Tomas' life, a~d Juliette 
Binoche gives a subtle and effective rendering 
ofTereza, the woman who finally succeeds in 
getting Tomas' commitment to things both 
personal and political. Sven Nykvist's photog­
raphy is more varied and more textured than 
anything he's done for Bergman, is, in fact,at 
t imes nearly adoring. Many women's favorite 
movie scene of 1988 is in Unbearable lightness 
when Tomas' two lovers Sabina and Tereza 
forsake their preoccupation with him during 
an at-first-uncomfortable and then simply 
breathtakingly bea1.Jtiful scene with the two 
women photographing each other, Tereza 
with characteristic reserve, Sabina with char-

acteristic abandon. A not-to-be-missed film. 

My Life As a Dog 
Swedish director Lasse Hallstrom tells a 

gentle, affecti'ng tale about a twelve-year-old 
boy in 1950s Sweden, and the heartbreaking 
passage of the child through the realit ies of 
death and life. Hallstrom has an eat and eye for 
children's language and escapades, but more 
uniquely, a respect for their intelligence, vision 
and resilie nce. 

Hallstrom seems to be saying in this film that 
we all have something to learn from the child's 
capacity for understanding and accepting life's 
tragedies without despairing from them, while 
focusing too on the price the child then and the 
child in us now has paid to survive those 
painful events. A sensitive, well-wrought film 
that is now available in video stores. Unless 

sure you rent the undubbed version of My Life 
As a Dog: the subtitles, while occasionally 
distracting, allow you to hear the Swedish 
actors' voices, which are far more appealing 
and resonant than those in the dubbed ver -
sion. 

The Wizard of Loneliness 
Based on a John Nichol novel of the same 

name, The Wizard of Loneliness enjoyed rave 
reviews but short stays in most cities. While 
often compared to My Life As a Dog, Wizard is 
a very different movie, with very different 
children, adults and situati00s. C.Omparisons 
are not needed. 

The screenplay for Wizardhad been bounc­
ing among studios for almost twenty years 
before making it to the screen with help from 
the American Playhouse and Robert Redford's 
Sundance Studios. Wizard is about a young 
boy named Lukas who is sent to stay with 
relatives after the death of his mother and the 
enlistment of his father during World War II. 
Lukas, who at the start of Wizard is an intro­
verted intellectual sort, becomes by the end a 
sensitive and now caring young man whose 
illusions about controlling the actions of chil­
dren and adults through his "wizard" persona 
have been forsaken in the interest of being 
human rather than magician. 

Dylan Baker plays Duffy Kahler, a POW 
who goes AWOL from a military psychiatric 
pospital, and Lea Thompson plays Sybil, 
Duffy's childhood sweetheart. Wizard, in 
addition to being an affecting rite-of-passage 
movie, may be one of the most subtle but 
passionate indictments of the effects of war on 
the human psyche. 

The Moderns 
Alan Rudolph scores another directoral vic­

tory with this often biting satire of the 1920s 
Paris arts intelligentsia. Those who love so­
called period pieces will love Rudolph's fasci­
nation with salon culture and the often pas­
sionate fools who populate Paris' cafes. The 
Moderns is a suspense thriller/ mystery with 
something for everyone who loves movies and 
art. 

Keith Carradine plays the movie's evasive 
and inauthentic hero Hart, a painter of excep­
tional talent who devotes his life to forgeries in 
the interest of commerce. 

Hart's nemesis is Stone, who made his for­
tune in condoms before turning to collecting 
Japanese art. Rudolph loves to surprise the 
audience and shock it - just when we think it 
is the forgery burning in the fireplace, we 
discover it's the "real" Matisse, the "real" 
Cezanne in the flames. The emptiness and 
elusiveness of the art world is more comical to 
Rudoph than tragic. The film is full of b(illiant 
scenes and catchy lines like, "It's okay to broke 
in Paris. In America it's downright immoral." 
Rudolph is a director we can count on for both 
content and class. 

House of Games 
Playwright David Mamet both wrote and 

directed this fascination study of the con game. 
Lindsay Crouse gives a dry and chill ing per­
formance as Dr. Margaret Ford, psychiatrist 
and bestselling author of a book called Driven. 

The emotional and inte llectual ice queen 
decides to write a second book about people's 
compulsion for vices like gambling, and while 
ostensibly helping a client who 's in debt to 
some seedy gambers, Ford wanders into a 
classic film noirgaming house called House of 
Games. There Ford meets the ultimate con 

con just once whets our repressed heroine's 
appetite for deception, an appetite Mamet 
suggests is already quite active in the practice 
of psychiatry. 

Mamet's visual style is as elegant and sterile 
as the characters in House of Games. To say 
more about the plot would give it away- but 
don't stay away fom this one. Hitchcock fans 
will appreciate Mamet's often wry wit and 
detailed style. 

A Fish Called Wanda 
Without question 1988's best comedy, A 

Fish Called Wanda stars John Cleese and Mi­
chael Palin of Monty Python fame along with 
Kevin Kline and Jamie Lee Curtis in a film 
whose tame middle-class surface provides the 
perfect setting for a new twist in Cleese's 
twisted sense of humor. Jamie Lee Curtis 
shows a considerable talent for comedy and a 
considerable cleavage as smart and sexy 
Wanda. 

Kevin Kline gives a terrific performance as 
her bungling Nietzsche-stricken fascist 
brother-sort of an Archie Bunker who's taken 
night classes .. John Cleese stars as the stuffy 
barrister who falls in love with Wanda and into 
an hilarious den of thieves trying to steal the 
jewels they've stolen from each other. Wanda 
works some wonderful magic with sight gags, 
and may make some viewers gag with its 
unflinching humiliation ofa man with a stutter. 
Wanda is hilarious and smart-a rare combina­
tion these days, but something we can depend 
on Cleese to deliver. 

Sammy and Rosie Get Laid 
Stephen Frears (Prick Up Your Ears) and 

Hanif Kureishi (My Beautiful Laundrette) col­
laborated on theis often uneven but interesting 
tale of the decline of London under the rule of 
the Iron Lady. 

Sammy (Ayub Khan Barber) is an elegant, 
wry, but rather empty man who insists on an 
"open" relationship w ith h is wife Rosie 
(Frances Barber), but whose passivity in life 
rarely ~!lows him to enjoy the "opportunities" 
such a relationship should afford him. Rosie, 
on the other hand, sleeps with a trail of other 
men who stream in and-out of her life like the 
leftist lesbians, black militants and skinheads 
who drift in and out of Sammy and Rosie's flat . 
Sammy's father Rafi, accused of frightening 
acts of torture while a government official in 
Pakistan, arrives in London with money he 
wishes to leave Sammy so that Rosie and 
Sammy can settle down and have a family. 

While the father tries to curb the libertine 
ways of his "children," rioters in the streets 
burn cars, houses and whatever sacred cows 
they associate with British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. Not a film filled with 
people one likes, but with people one loves to 
look at and ideas worth talking about. 
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Working Girls 
One of the most brilliant feminist films in 

years. Lizzie Borden directs this disturbing film 
about a day in the life of a "high class" call girl 
who also happens to be a Yale art student and 
a lesbian building a life with her lover and her 
lover's daughter. Working Girls has sparked 
controversy among feminists who seem to 
think it requires a debate about the acceptabl­
ity of prostitution. 

Borden is not a moralizer, but a realist: it is 
the reality of Molly's experience that is so 
painful because its pain is so clinical - Molly's 
last haunted glance at the camera when she 
wakes by the side of the woman she loves is 
like a knife .through the brain. No accolade for 
this film would be undeserved. Available in 
quality video stores. 

The Manchurian Candidate 
Made in 1962 and 

0

pulled from theaters 
shortly after John F. Kennedy's assassination, 
The Manchurian Candidate may be the best 
movie about American politics ever made. 
Candidate stars Frank Sinatra, Angela 
Lansbury, Laurence Harvey and James Gre­
gory in a tale about a Korean war hero who has 

· been brainwashed without knowing it by a 
committeee of international conspirators bent 
on destroying the chances of an American 
candidate for the presidency. 
. The film is a riveting psychological thriller 

that will panic anyone who thinks they know 
how politics work and who can and can't be 
trusted. Angela Lansbury must be seen in her 
most savage screen role - you will never watch 
Murder, She Wrotethe same way again. View­
ers interested in the history of politics in this 
country , our fascination with political heroes, 
the public's willingness to be coddled and the 
politicos' drive to win at any cost, will relish 
this film's unflinching, bare-handed slap to the 
American psyche. • 
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Hitting the Hot Spots 
By JAAN STURGIS 
Sta.ff Writer 
When I was out and about recently, who did 

I meet but a young lad from Dublin -yes, you 
get it-Ireland. The lad's name, ·you ask? David 
McQuire. I am not making this up. Visiting 
friends in this country, he was in the United 
States for Thanksgiving and returned to his 
native land for the upcoming holidays where 
he'll train to the Irish countryside to be with his 
mommy and daddy dearests. 

Asked what he likes best about America, he 
had a quick and fascinating reply: conven­
ience. Now who would have ever thought of 
that! (Yes, it's true that those Irish eyes are 
smiling. Ohhh.) 

Last Satur~y night I saw and heard a fasci­
nating vocal and instrumental group, Encoun­
ter International. Visiting MCC in Nashville 
after their weekly mortgage meal, the group is 
made up of four lovely young women named 
S~ndra Turnbull, Teri Cascio, Janet Robertson 
and Veronica Coleman. These four talented 
singers brought melody that wafted across the 
city as they sang "Oh Lord How Majestic Is 
Your Name• and "I Will Call Upon the Lord." 
Even for my liberal tastes, the did a most 
commendable job. 

The highlight oflast weekend? Well, it had to 
have been the tenth annual Christmas in 
Lockeland Springs homes tour. This tour had 
to be the best to date. (Yes, dearhearts, even 
though I was last year's tour chair, I would 
have to agree and my hat goes off to Michele 
Ponder for an utterly flawless job!) 

Most interesting house? Well, that's quite 
debatable. Wayne Harper took a real liking to 
1619 woodland, a recent rehab project in the 
"demonstration" block. Done by an interior 
designer named Ralph who works at 
Bradford's in Green Hills, more than just 
Wayne were heard muttering accolades over 
this stunningly restored property. 

And I can remember the rubble that 1306 
Stratton was three short years ago. Its classical 
styling won my heart the first time I saw it and 
many tourgoers, including Bud Blackwell and 
James Holland, granted this house the "Better 
Housekeeping" seal of approval. 

You want lights, you say. Well, dearhearts, 
Charles Jones votes for the home of Rhett Frye 
and his husband, where not only did the house 
shine within an inch of its life bu the 1500-can 
you count that high?- lights on their Christmas 
tree made their Craftsman Bungalow seem like 
the year was 1915 instead of 1988. Bravo for 
you, boys. 

Jimmy Capps says that it will truly be a 
Christmas that he will never forget. Well, my 
ears perked up. Of course I wanted to know 
why. Well, he said, spending the holidays with 
his parents and his extended family will mean 
16 nieces and nephews, seven brothers and 
sisters and a partridge ... sorry, I got carried 
away . 

Dare publisher Stewart Bleaviens (is that 
how that's spelled?) said he couldn't tell me 
anything at all about a really terrific party he 
went to last Saturday, except that he was the 
only man there, and that everyone had a great 
time playing Pictionary, especially those who 
had beginners' luck. Bert Convy was neither 
invited nor there. I heard something from 
someone, though, about some unauthorized 
leg-wrestling and arm-wrestling. I'm sure this 
sounds much stranger than it actually was. If 
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you look everso carefully, you might see some 
photos taken at the event on Gay Cable Net­
work/Nashville in the next few weeks. That 
may or may not be Deborah Burks, former 
Davidson County leg-wrestling champi... 
oops, look how late it is. 

The evil culinary genh.!S of Jeff Ellis, mean­
while, plots a mass murder by sugar overload 
for his intended victims this weekend. Jeff says 
that he did get to WKRB last Friday, but did not 
play the sex trivia video game. 

Steve Jenks was, um, boundfor the time of 
his life a couple of weeks ago when he went to 
Sewanee for the Lessons and Carols concert, 
which still rings merrily in his ears. Although 
the concert was nothing short of superb, he 
says, Dr. Stanley Birdwell's party afterwards in 
Tullahoma was more than a boy- ah, yes - or 
a girl could bear. 

His 7500 square-foot house is truly opulent, 
and lots of people were busy in the mirrored 
weight room (what could one have seen ... ) 
And the sauna room was, well, active, as well. 

· The good doctor even had a slide show 
planned for one point in the evening, but Steve 
was too busy enjoying the scenery. And the 
view of the beautiful lake! 

Meanwhile, guests dined on Swedish meat 
balls, a broccoli and chicken casserole, Wal­
dorf salad and sinfully delectable desserts. Of 
all kinds. 

Have you seen that Nashville couple Read 
Hodges and Tom Bryant? They recently 
boarded the Norway (the boat, dear hearts, not 
the country) in Fort Lauderdale for a week of 
fun in the sun. Ah, the good life. 

Harrison Hicks says that Christmas seems 
.like it's years away. After finishing studying 
fellow fellow Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass 
( or was that Splendor in the Grass? Whatever.), 
Harrison is looking forward to completing 
finals in his American lit course at TSU. For 
Christmas, Harrison says that his sister will see 
a lot of him as he runs away to visit ·her in 
Atlanta. 

Washington, D.C., got a little taste of heaven 
lately. Diane Easter told me that she, Penny 
Campbell, and our own Deborah Burks and 
Ann Taylor attended the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force conference, Creating 
Change. Diane attended seminars on the 
media and anti-violence efforts while Ann was 
busy learning how to be a successful fund 
raiser ("Would you like to make a gift of $1000 
or more?" accompanied by an affirmative 
head-nod) and Penny was hearing about lesbi­
ans and gay men and the church . 

Deborah (no relation to the Chattanooga 
snack-cake queen), rumor has it, learned all 
about political seminars and sodomy. Funny, I 
thought that was sex. Some things they just 
don't teach you in college . 

New York (notice how we're hitting all the 
hot spots here). The name just brings excite­
ment to every bone in my body. And who 
wouldn't tell me about his trip there? Believe it 
or not,JamesGidcombwouldn't tell all. Maybe 
you can get something out of him, because I 
heard from, um, confidential sources that he 
had the time of his life. 

Well, that's it again for another Sociables, 
dearhearts. Don't forget to ring up and tell 
what happened at your holiday affair. You 
may as well. I'll find out anyway. That's (615) · 
226-4034. Merry Christmas to all, and to all a 
good night. • 
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Patti Smith: A Rock Heroine 
By CHARISSE GENDRON 
Special to Dare 
As many people have noted, Patti Smith has 

evolved: her music has traded some of its 
former verbal and sonic wildness for serenity 
and unity. 

Another way to say this is that, having begun 
her career as a priestess of Dionysus (Greek 
god of wine and fertility, worshipped in rituals 
that are the origin of drama), she is now a 
votary of Apollo (Greek god of the sun, music, 
poetry, healing and prophecy). 

Pure Dionysian Patti is "Land," on Horses 
(1975), which uses as a springboard the simple 
pop song "Land of a Thousand Dances." The 
themes of sex, death, narcotics, poetic inspira­
tion and the dream, and rock and roll are fused: 
"Life is filled with pain/I push it through my 
brain/ And I fill my nose with snow/ And go 
Rimbaud, oh go Johnny go." 

"Land" starts with narrative: Johnny (Chuck 
Berry's American kid, Patti Smith's desolation 
angel) stands at his locker as a boy approaches 
froq1 down the hall. Transfixed, Johnny can't 
run, but Watches his experience as in a film:· 
"the movie kept moving as planned." Whether 
this state of alienation between mind and body 
represents a preferable alternative to mundane 
reality or a hell from which the narrator and 
Johnny try to escape through more extreme 
forms of ecstasy, I don't know. 

The boy shoves Johnny against the locker 
and drives "it" in-repeatedly. Johnny is laugh­
ing hysterically (penetration by knife, penis or 
needle having provided something besides 
pain) when he finds himself surrounded by 
horses, "white, shinin', silver studs with their 
noses in flames." The song supports all the 
associations: horses of revelation, potency, 
poetic inspiration (Pegasus); horse as a syno­
nym for heroin and for a dance (pony); horses 
as personifications of ocean waves. 

Thirteen years later, in "Goii:ig Under" on 
Dream of Life, Patti is still riding the sea's 
horses of death and spiritual rebirth, but here 
the journey's mystery is stressed: "We can hold 
on (I'm sure)/To the sea's foaming mane? It 
will serve us/We'll surface/and we'll plunge 
back again." The rhythmic, lambent sea is the 
abode of the sun (enlightenment, healing): 
"Sun is rising on the water/Light is dancing 
again/Let's go under where the sun beams/ 
Let's go under my friend." Patti's earlier faith in 
immanent demons is now projected outward 
to embrace a benign and universal cycle of 
energy. 

Like that of the Romantic poet William 
Blake, Patti's Apollonian vision illuminates 
social injustice and paints the new Jerusalem. 
She has expressed concern for the oppressed 
in the past, but now she is using a new lan­
guage. "People Have the Power" (along with 
"The Jackson Song," written for Patti and Fred 
Smith's baby son) will appear in the updated 
Songs of Innocence, when Patti and Blake 
collaborate in heaven. 

"PHTP" is a dream vision in which "the work 
of fools" is redeemed by the people's demands 
for peace. Here is one biblical scenario I'd like 
to visit, where soldiers lie down by shepherds 
in pollution-free valleys, exchanging "visions" 
instead of ammunition or petty hostilities: "and 
we strolled there together/with none to laugh 
or criticize." That supportive community might 
be as vital a condition of creativity as Di-
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onysian rapture is an advance in Patti's ideas. 
"Up There Down There" balances the ideal­

ism of "PHTP~ with a glimpse of the apoca­
lypse. Unlike most apocalyptic rock lyrics, it 
provides a realized vision of the distance be­
tween the cosmic and human orders. 

"Up There,~ the spirit-sun serves humanity, 
while "down there" the "healing watet" of the 
sea drowns a howling Jonah. His reaction is 
understandable, but ignorance of "the equa­
tion" of the elements - the sun we attempt to 
"hire," "the earth we grind" - has the spirits 
upset: "The world is restless/Heaven in flux/ 
Angels appear/From the bright storm .. ./But 
what can we say/Man's been forewarned." 

The singer of the song belongs to the human' 
order, an angel of the hipster variety ("Cats like 
us are obsolete/ ... Thieves, poets we're inside. 
out") striving to make it to the big leagues, but. 
not there yet: "the borders of heaven/ Are 
zipped up tight tonight.• 

Coolheaded enough to see that "In the end 
the end/Will be here just here," she still holds 
out a hope that before that last judgement 
humanity can achieve harmony with the· 
cosmos: "Time for communication/Talking 
communication." 

The world needs poet-seers, and women 
need spiritual mothers to nuture our female 
creativity. Terri Sutton describes the plight of 
those seeking rock heroines: "there's Patti 
Smith, Patti Smith ... and Patti Smith." 

That the situation is changing for the better 
doesn't diminish Patti's contribution. She has 
made her impact without using feminist lan­
guage ("man" i~ her generic term for human­
ity), but I sense that this too may be changing, 
and wouldn't be surprised to find a developing 
female esthetic in Patti's future work. 

Already on Dream of Life, besides the refer­
ences to motherhood, are an allusion to a 
"need to weave/ A silk of souls" and· the tanta­
lizing verses: "The sphinx awakens/But what 
can she say/You'd be amazed." • 

r-----------7 
Judy Eron. LCSW 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Jim Siebold. PhD 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist · 
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Please. Have a Heart at Christmas 

WE ARE BOMBARDED this time of year with conflicting messages: 
give, give, give; and get, get, get. The commercialization of what is 
supposed to be a religious holiday appeals to the selfishness in all of us, · 
though it comes wrapped in a bundle of sentimentality. 

The staggering medical bills, coupled with the economic hardship 
placed on them by unfeeling and ignorant bigots who deny them 
employment, insurance or other compensation can leave th~ suffer­
ing from AIDS with another debilitating condition: poverty. 

It's rare that we see anything that truly embodies the values that the 
Christmas season nominally represents. 

That is why the Have a Heart at Christmas program is-so important. 
The volunteers who give their time to this valuable effort have one 

goal: to see to it that people are not left out of whatever good there is · 
in this season simply because they have been hit by AIDS. 

Have a Heart at Christmas is a simple and effective plan to match the 
charitable impulses of our community with the needs of those less 
fortunate. 

Kudos to BWMT 

We urge everyone who can to participate in Have a Heart at Christ­
mas. 

It is what Christmas should be. • 

THE MEMPHIS CHAPI'ER of Black and White Men Together 
(BWMf) last weekend sponsored a series of workshops designed to 
raise awareness of safer-sex issues. More than that, the program tried to 
show that safer sex is not unpleasant, that it can, in fact, be much more 
erotic than unsafe sexual practices. 

afraid of sex. 
Programs such as BWMf's Hot, Horny and Healthy re-eroticize gay 

male sex in a positive, responsible, healthy and perhaps most impor­
tantly, joyous way. The idea that sex can be fun as well as healthy is a 
refreshing one in these.dark days. 

The tragic spread of the AIDS epidemic and its physical devastation 
has had another, more insidious effect: it has made many among us 

Congratulations to BWM'f on their fine community service. We look 
forward to more such presentations. • 

Gays/Justice. Worth Reading 
Gays/Justice: A Study of Ethics, Society, and Law by 

Richard D. Mohr. New York: Columbia University Press, 
1988. 337pp. $30.00, hardcover. 

ByJOEMAROm 
Staff Writer 
In 1989, the book you should give to your 

friends, whatever their sexual orientation, is 
Richard D. Mohr's Gays/justice. It was the most 
stimulating modern essay on the civil rights of 
lesbians and homosexual men I have yet read. 
It deserves a spot next to Edward Carpenter's 
eloquent and quaint defenses of comrade-love 
and Andre Gide's Corydon. 

Without claiming to agree on every point of 
argument Mohr presents, I have to admit I 
found it impossible to leave the book alone, 
reading the 337 pages of it in less than a 24-
hour period, and now, over a week later, I 
cannot stop thinking about some of its more 
lucid and inspiring points. 

In the introduction, Mohr explains that his 
intention for the book is to set forth reasons for . 
the passing of specific civil rights lesgislation 
for homosexual men and women and to pro­
voke his readers to action. As he says, the first 
half of the book appeals to the heterosexual 
mainstream, and the latter, specially to !,he 
homosexual minoiity. The book has five sec­
tions. Each one develops a separate line of 
reason, and, unlike most long works of persua­
sion, the book does not exhaust i~if in the 
beginning only t<;> fall into redundancy halfway 
through. 

The first section takes a fresh look at what, 
for most of us, are rather settled issues: Who 
are gays? ls homosexuality'immoral or sick? Do 
gay people choose to be gay? Mohr's argument 
here is so energetic as to make what he has to 
say seem novel even to those of us who have 
heard the usual spiel a thousand tunes. For one 
thing, Mihr's arguments are not the usual spiel. 

Thereisnosuchthingasa"gaycommunity," 
he argues, preferring the more individualistic 
"gay people." And gay people, he says, are 
perhaps largely to bl_ame for the sorry political 
mess that they are in today in the U.S. Disco 
lambs in Republican pelts, we have.sacrificed 
our sense of dignity in order to compromise 

with parties who do not have our interests at 
heart. We have become reckless with our 
rights as Americans, not wanting to risk endan­
gering what happiness and security we are 
already allowed in the world. 

The second section argues the legality of a 
right to privacy regarding sexual matters and 
demonstrates that state sodomy laws, even 
when they are not enforced, insult the dignity 
of homosexual Americans. He further shows 
that sodomy laws, when they are enforced as 
in Bowers v. Hardwick, are not justly admini­
stered. 

As Martin Luther King, Jr.~ once observed, a 
just law uplifts the F.iuman personality and 
applies equally to the majority and minority 
alike, whereas an unjust law degrades .the 
human personality and subjects the minority 
to burdens not born equally by the majority. 

The centerpiece of the book is Mohr's use of 
John Stuart Mill's On Liberty to advocate civil 
rights for gay men and lesbians and explain 
"why even conservatives should support gay 
rights.• Without civil rights for all persons 
regardless of gender or sexual orientation, 
American democracy is seriously flawed, lean­
ing towards corruption and incoherence. 

The fourth section brings up legal problems 
associated specifically with the alarm over 
AIDS. The State has acted patronizingly. With-

out seeming overly alarmist, he points to the 
clear danger of quarantine laws directed not 
only against persons infected with so-called 
AIDS virus but against all homosexuals, 
through the invoking of legal instruments 
which exist even now. 

Unless these instruments be blunted 
t_hrough the passage of gay rights legislation 
and the repeal of discriminatory laws, the fu­
ture for gay people in America is left in the 
hands of majoritarian whim and to the fears 
and prejudices of the mainstream. 

The last section deals with the presence of 
homosexual women and men in . the 
profession(s) of education and the . role they 
may play in provoking positive change. 

Though he becomes progressively bleaker 
as he proceeds, Mohr states his belief that posi­
tive change will come, if at all, because gay 
people hold their dignity to be of greater value 
to them than their pleasure or comfort, and 
dignity, he says, holds more power for reform 
than political compromise, more personal 
rewards than economic prosperity. 

Mohr's essay is not, however, without its 
weak points. His perspective_ on the issues the 
book covers are colored by his "classical liber­
alism." He does not resist the temptation to 
take cheap verbal shots at political opinions 
different from his own, however slight the 
difference, especially those on the left with 
which his own views might be confused­
those of libertarians, Christian liberals, femi­
nists, and "commies" (his word). 

The problem of tone extends further to the 
absolutist bent of his rhetoric (reminiscent-a 
little-of Samuel Johnson's high-handed posi­
tivism), and to the general "burnt-out" pessi­
mism of the conclusion. However justified the 
pessimism may be in this case, it works against 
his overall thrust. 

These weaknesses do little to tear apart what 
is a landmark in argument for civil rights. 
Mohr's prose is vivacious and readable. His 
points are clearly and straightforwardly pre­
sented, and, as I already said, his prospect for 
gay activism in society and law is memorable 
and thought provoking. • 
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~-----Taking a Chance on Taking a Chance on God 
Taking a Chance On God. John J. McNeill. 

Boston: Beacon Press, 1988. 
By llOYD R. LEWIS 
Special to Dare 
I first read about the publication of this book 

in 'Jbe New York Times Review of Books. I was 
excited thatMcNeill had written another book: 

His first, 'Jbe Church and the Homosexual 
(revised and expanded in 1988), has become 
a "classic" for lesbians and gay men who are 
struggling with their relationship to the Church 
and other religious communities. The Church 
and the Homosexual brought pressure from 
the Roman Catholic Church for him to stop his 
ministry with and to lesbians and gay men. His 
steadfastness brought about his leaving the 
Society of Jesus and the priesthood. 

I had great hopes for.his new book. Unfor­
tunately, and much to my dismay, he does not 
deliver. Taking a Chance on God is a disap­
pointment. 

His stated intention is "to provide a spiritu­
ality based in the revelatory experience of 
lesbian and gay Christians, a spirituality de­
signed to meet their special needs and inform 
their pastoral action in the world" (p. xii). He 
also says that it is a "very personal" book. The 
particularity of his experience as a gay Roman 
Catholic therapist and ex-priest is the context 
for his reflecting and theolOgizing. Not bad! 

If we have learned anything from the libera­
tion theologians o f.Central America, Africa and 
Asia and from feminist/womanist theologians, 
it is that the particularity of one's life experi­
ences bumping up against one's religious tra­
ditions and training, one's socialization and ac­
culturation, and, for persons of the Hebrew­
Christian tradition, one's understanding-of the 
role and authority of the Bible, provide the raw 
materials for a theology of liberation. 

However, the next, and I think crucial, step 
is the courageous and respectfully fearful will­
ingness to state some general theological prin­
ciples derived from one's particularity ~hat 
others can test in the particularity of their own 
contexts. 

McNeill fails to take the second step. 
The theology and spirituality· about which 

he writes is a traditional Roman Catholic theol­
ogy and spirituality with a lesbian and gay bent 
that seems awkward and contrived. He 
quickly dismisses traditior:ial and incorrect 
interpretations of biblical material that have 
been used against gay men and lesbians over 
the years. 

But the theology, if we can call it that, with 
which he leaves us is a rather pablum-like 
misture of piety (soometimes bordering on 
piousity) and the jargon of therapy. 

After reading and then re-reading McNeill's 
book - I wanted to be certain that I was not 
being too harsh- my gut feeling is that he is not 
asking lesbians and gay men to "take a chance 
on God" but to take a chance on the church 
and, in his case, the Roman Catholic Church. 
These certainly are two realities which should 
not be confused. 

In almost every denomination there arc les­
bians and gay men who have made the deci­
sion to work "?,'ithin their denominations, to 
lobby for lesbian and gay rights in order to 
renew and restructure their churches as inclu­
sive communities of faith. At the same time, 
there arc lesbians and gay men who have left 
their denominations unwilling to give time to 

what they have concluded is a lost tause and a 
no-win situation. For the most part, neither 
gr0up confuses the institutional church with 
what they identify as transforming power, 
deify, god, God or goddess. 

McN eill 's god remains very Roman Catholic 
and, in many ways, continues to be defined by 
the patriarchy and hierarchy of his denomina­

. tion and tradition. His occasional use of female 
pronouns and "Mother" when referring to god 
is a reminder of how anthropomorphically 
male his god is rather than a challenge to 
examine our assumptions about our own 
images of diety. 

What lesbians and gay men need is a theol­
ogy of liberation and a spirituality that opens 
up the magnificent varieties of ways in which 
women and men can be "religious" in a world 
whose existence too often depends on the 
vagaries and whims of men in powerful lead­
ership positions. 

Two other things trouble me about the 
book. First, throughout this series of essays, 
each concluding with a prayer, McNeill strives 
to define the special role that lesbians and gay 
men have in the transformation of society and 
the church. At first, being assigned a special 
role and calling seems exhilirating. How 
wonderful to have responsibility for the re­
newing of _society and the church because 
lesbians and gay men have unique sensitivities 
and can do "religious" things that other per­
sons of faith cannot. 

That exhiliration quickly becomes a burden. 
Granted, gay men and lesbians come to the 
world or, better, can come to the world with 
insights and perceptions that can make hem 
more responsive to racism, sexism, classism, 
age-ism and so forth. It doesn't always happen 
because lesbians and gay men are human, too. 

McNeill's attribution of "specialness" to gay 
men and lesbians seems to become a works­
righteousness stance. If lesbians and gay men 
are-to be accepted, then we had best be "bet­
ter" than everyone else. The responsibilities 
lesbians and gay men, particularly Christian 
lesbians and gay men, have for society and the 
church is no less or no more than other Chris­
tian persons of faith. To claim that we have 
mor~ (even because we are so sensitive and 
special) is another kind of homophobia. 

Second, one must consider how McNeill's 
reflecting on the gay and lesbian experience, 
his own included, is informed by his occupa­
tion as a therapist. He works with "troubled" 
lesbians and gay men, persons who, even 
though comfortable with their sexual orienta­
tion, experience family problems, relationship 
problems, vocational problems, and so forth . 

Working day by day with troubled persons 
certainly can skew a person's perspective. Not 
all anger is pathological and not all frustration 
and pain is neurotic. McNeill is careful not to 
make this assertion, but the therapy language 
he uses docs not always translate well or ade­
quatcl y into his attempt to construct a theology 
of liberation and a spirituality for lesbians and 
gay men . 

I affirm that lesbians and gay men need to 
take a chance on God, however deity is de­
fined. Taking a chance on the church is a risk 
that needs careful consideration. Taking a 
chance on McNeill's new book is, I think, ill­
advised. • 

TUESDAYS 
Fun & Games with 
Alexis Spaulding & 
Dana Alexander 
WEDNESDAYS 
50¢ Draft, $1 .25 Bottles 
No Cover 
THURSDAYS 
Shows 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 
Non-stop Dancing 
SUNDAYS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS REAL ESTATE 
• Transsexual/transgenderal support group forming in 
Nashville. Strictly confidential. DARE DRAWER 26. 

• Watch GCN/Nashville Tuesdays at 9pm, Saturdays 
at 8pm. Or both! Exclusively on Nashville's Cable 35. 

•Help stop the proposed homophobic changes in 
Tennessee's crimes against nature law. Send your 
contribution to Advance, the political action committee 
of the Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance. Freedom -
the best Christmas gift of all. Advance, Box 24181 , 
Nashville, TN 37202. Not tax-deductible. Info 
615 385-4283 

• HAVING A CITY ATTACK? 
Corne home for the Holidays. Lee Valley Farm, the 
stress-free mountain retreat. SASE to LVF-0, Rt 9 Box 
223 Rogersville, TN 37857 (615) 272-4068. 

• HAVE A HEART AT CHRISTMAS. 

•VANDERBILT LAMBDA's new film series-next: "The 
Berlin Affair", 7pm Thursday, Dec. 8, in 220 Garland 
($1 donation). Be there. Or be straight. 

•LONG HOIIIS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Oare is 
accepting applications from writers. Learn community­
oriented journalism, and be one of the best. Oare, Box 
40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-292-9623. 

• Gay or lesbian teenagers who would like to meet 
others and are interested in forming a support group in 
Nashville: write Box 158002, Nash vi lie 37215-0082. 
All correspondence held in strictest confidence. 

• Waverly-Belmont House. 3 bdrm, 2bath central H/A. 
deposit, lease $450/month 615 2973865. 

• NONSMOKER female to share house with same. 
$205 + utilities. 615 269-4980. 

PERSONALS 
• Happy Birthday, Crash. How do you keep a driver's 
license? Please don't ask to borrow my car. Perhaps a 
luxury tank is more your style. Love from us. 

• Hey, Butch: Is it true you're going to be the Virgin 
Mary in the school play? Ah, yes, the inarticulate 
contraceptive ... Oh, well. At least they stopped putting 
cheese in the guacamole. Yours, PheePhee. 

• So how were the mythical baked beans? Surely there 
wasn't anything else that might have kept your interest 
there in the cold Northeast for such a long time? Was 
there? 

All ads run !"Ml consecutive weeks and cost 
•$10 tor up to 100 characters 
•$20 for up to 200 characters 
• and soon. 

We reserve the right to edit ads for length, and to reject any ad. Sexually explicit or 
exploitative ads will not be acceptllf. No ad will be accepted without signature and 
advance payment in full. 
Response drawers are available if you do not wish to use your own address. 
To respond toa response drawer ad, write to: 

OamDawerl_ 
Box40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

Ads received by noon Tuesdays will nm the following Friday. 
Questions? Phone 615 292-9623 or 615 352-5823 for information. 

---------------:::--:---:- ZIP _____ _ 
PHONE (Day) · (Evening), _______ _ 
I certify that I am the person named above. No ad will be accepted without signature. 
Signed1 ______________ ___ -. .-.-.. 

1 Do you want a response drawer number? O Yes. Add $5 per two-week period. :!:I 
Run this ad for o 2 weeks o 4 weeks O 6 weeks O _ _ weeks ti 

This ad costs O $5 PERSONAL SPECIAL O $10 0 $20 0 $30 0 $_ for 2 weeks $ ___ r• 
+ response drawer charge $ 5.00 >1· 

OFFICE usE ONLY + BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00 {-
I ~•----- = Subtot~I $ __ JI_ 
~----========== M·=========== x number of two-week periods __ @I - - TOTAL COST $ __ _ JI 

:11: L--□-Ye_s_! 1-'d-J-ik-e t-o-s-ub-s-cr-ib-e-to_D_a-re-fo_r_o_&___,months ($16) o 1 year ($32) $ ___ ,]l 
Please enclose check or money order for total amount, payable to Dare. J. 

Send to : Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422 l 
Ads received by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday. 1:11: 
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"If you're not 'queer' (rea//ynonconformist) in 
this era of rampant right-wing Reaganomic 
Republican reactionaries, what kind of ·self-re­
specting faggot are you?" 

families feel." 
-anonymous panel of the NAMES Project 

National AIDS Quilt. 

- Larry Wolf of Cincinnati in a letter to the "Don't you people get tired of being stepped 
editor of Gay Community News. · on?" 

"What we have to acknowledge is that our own 
passivity has given the opposition a free rein to 
be the loudest voices ... We are the last accept~ 
able prejudice, and we've got to say that intoler­
ance is intolerable." 

-Virginia Apuzzo, New York Governor 
Mario ClJOmo's liaison to the gay and lesbian 
community, and former director <?f the Na­
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 

"Percentage of Americans who say they 
strongly object to working with people who have 
AIDS: 34. 

Percentage who say they strongly object to 
working with people who don't use deodorant: 
38." 

-"Harper's Index", Harper's magazine. 

"I think it's outrageous that she s_hould have 
to serve even a day in the brig for her sexual 
preferences." 

:...Susan Masling, Washington, D.C., lawyer 
for Cpl. Barbara J. Baum, U.S. Marine Corps 
military police officer court-maritaled for sod­
omy. 

"I have decorated this banner to honor my 
brother. Our parents did not want his name used 
publicly. The omission of his name represents 
the fear of oppression that AIDS victims and their 

-~ NAME: ERIC ( BROWIJ BOMBER) GAW1BRELL 
--§. AGE: PERPETUALLY 19 
~ OCCUPATION: PART·11ME SllPER· ~ 
§- . HERO/FAIRY (11-\t.MYST\CAL KIND) 0 

, _ 

c'.B ~ ' 11H AN INNOCENT BODY ~q, I . FUNCTION CALL ED 
83 HICCUPPING, E-RIC 
a, ABRUPTLY CHANC:.ES, 1· 

@ SOMETIMES Af,A!NST HIS ' 
WILL. 10 AND FRONI HIS- ,,-
B. B. PERSONA. EACH l"RANS-
FORMATION IS FOLLOWED BY __ _ 
AN INTENSE COCOA AROMA, I 
HIS PASSIONS INCLU DE TIME f->) 
WITH DIVA.-MY G.IRL" SY 
Tl-IE TEMPTATIONS AND 
HIS ONLY WEAKNESS 15 
SWEET POTA.TO PIE! 

NAME: PHOEBE DOUCHE FLAMBE 
AGE: LIKE NANCY REAC"AN, SH\;5 

NOT SURE .... 
OCCUPATION: AEROBICS TEACHE 

t~ OEBE CLAIMS 10 BE DIVA'S -
' HALF SISTER; A CLAIM DIVA , 
f-.JE\Tt-ffR DENIES NOR 5UBSTAN· " 
TIP.TES. 11-!E FACT THAT PHOE.BE. 
USES HER ENORMOUS FRENCH 
ROLL .HAIRDO (IT IS NOT A 
BEEHIVE:) TO STORE VALUABLE 
lS AN EXAMPLE OF FASHION 
WITI-I A RJNCTI0NAL FLAIR. 
HER PASSIONS Ir,JC.LUDE -
THt: OAKLAND AS, AVON 
PERFUME PRODUCTS, BLACK-
. EYED PEAS AND CAN DUPLICATE 
EVERY J"ANE fONW,. WORKOLJT MOVt:.! 

-Bette Midler, in an interview with Gay 
magazine (via Our Times) 

"We must never forget. .. what the Nazis, under 
Hitler, did to the Jews, Gypsies, Catholics and 
gay men of Europe during World War I1...To 
differentiate, to pass judgment upon another on 
the basis ofsex, religion, heritage, sexual orien­
tation or skin color, is to lay the foundation for 
past atrocities to recur." 

-Matt Nelson, AIDS Education Coordinator, 
Tennessee Department of Health and Environ­
ment, in a letter to the editor of the Nashville 
Tennessean. 

"The typical theme revolves around a man 
praising his woman's willingness to put up with 
just about anything simply because she's in 
love ... So what's so bad about that? Plenty. For 
starters, it glorifies what is clearly a dysfunc­
tional, hostile-dependent relationship. It praises 
women for denying their f!!elings ... As for myself, 
I'm waiting for a country song where the woman 
tells the story of how she got fed up and left the 
jerk - and lived happily ever after." 

- Ji~ Taylor, co~munity services director 
for Planned Parenthood of Nashville, in a 
Nashville Tennessean "Nashville Eye" column 
on country music's definitLon of "a good 
woman's love." 

NAME: DIVA TOUCHE F LAMBE 
AGE: AGHESS 
OCCUPATION: FULL-TIME DIVA 

.; , AVING BEEN REINCARNATED ~ "'--"'-• 
MANY TIMES OVER A NUMB!: 

OF CENTURIES, THE DESTINED k::,.-~---u 
CONNECTION BETWEEN "THE 
THE DIVA AI\JD B.B. ~AS FINALLY 
COME TO PASS, Tr!IS TIME. 
AROUND SHE IS CONTENT 
SPENDING Tl ME WITH WOMEN 
WHO ARE ALSO DIVA-ESQUE, 
PROMOTING,, CLEAR THINKING 
Tt-lROUGH THE.ANC.tEITT SCIENCE 
OF SLAPTI-IOLDC..'(, 1EACHING 
GRADE SCHOOL AND !-\OSTING. ,,,, 
11-\E "otSH THE DIRT WITH. ;-,, 

DIVA• "TV SHOW. 'i :, .: 

E: THE VANILLA CREMEPUFF 
: 1-\E'LL N£VER "TELL 
PATION: M.At:r. FRAGR 

1-\NI CIAN FOR 
OLWORTri'S 

fFIE,f.S \-IE IS 
RE. FERRED "TO BY HIS 

FRIENOS, IS OBSESS ED 
WITH KEEPING UP WITH 
RENDS, HE LOVES TO 

WEAR ·SWEAT GEAR, BLJT 
DESPISES ACTUAL 
SWE,-£q"_ PRl'ZEP POSSES· 

5\0NS INC.LUOE VIDEOS ',' 
OF EVER'\' 

0

P't'.NASN° i 
EPISODE EVER FILMEO, \, . 
AND HIS Vv"HIPS OFT!-lE. 
WORLD COLLECTION. ::: 
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