An
Artrageous
Issue !

MCC-Nashville Moving Up,
East, to Larger Quarters

By STUART BIVIN

Editor

Nashville’s Metropolitan Community
Church (MCQ) is making plans to move into a
much larger building.

The Rev. Paul Tucker, MCC pastor, said inan
interview this week that the church’s present
home is too small for all its activities and that it
has been put on the market.

“We've approached the church that owns
the building, and their pastor is open to talking
with us about buying it when the time comes,”
Tucker said. “They have been ordered by their
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Almost six hundred Tennesseans had been diagnosed
with AIDS as of September 30, 1988. Source, Tennessee
Dept. of Health and Environment. —DARE STAFF GRAPHIC

Caller Harasses
Midstate Lesbians

By SHERRE DRYDEN

Entertainment Editor

Nashville lesbians have been the object of a har-
assing telephone caller. The caller, evidently a local
man who may be a Vanderbilt student, says that he
seeks sexual dominance from lesbians.

The caller has phoned activists asking for sexual
humiliation, claiming to be a regular reader of the
Nashville Women’s Alliance’s A Newsletter.

South Central Bell's Telephone Security Office ad-
vises that anyone receiving such calls report them,
noting the time and date of the call. Telephone
Security can be reached at 1-557-1050. Although not
an “800” number, the call is free.

A SCB spokesperson, who gave no name in keep-
ing with company policy, reminded those who get
obscene or harassing calls not to, under any circum-
stances, give the caller their name or address. SCB
advises those who receive such calls to hang up
immediately, and to report the call to SCB.

Both Tennessee and Federal law prohibit obscene
and harassing phone calls, imposing penalties of up
to one year in prison and/or fines of up to $1000. «

denomination to merge with another congre-
gation, but they certainly aren’t inany hurry, so
we have time to sell our building and conduct
a fundraising campaign before we have to
make an offer.”

MCC has been in its current building at 131
15th Avenue North, which once housed a
catering service and a data processing firm, for
eight years. Its sanctuary holds about 70 wor-
shippers, although “it’s a tight fit, really close
quarters,” according to Tucker.

The new home would have room for about
250 worshippers, as well as a full-sized fellow-
ship hall beneath the sanctuary and ten class-
rooms, which MCC intends to make available
for meeting and office space for community
groups.

“We have always had a very strong commit-
ment to these groups,” Tucker said, “and our
dream is to be able to provide a sort of commu-
nity center with affordable space for any group
supportive of the lesbian and gay community.”
The church allows several groups, including a
number of addiction-recovery and support
groups, to use its facilities at low cost. It also
provided office space to Nashville CARES for
$100 a month for the AIDS service
organization’s first year.

MCC is asking $75,000 for its current build-

ing, which the church’s real estate agent is
proposing be sold for use as a catering busi-
ness or restaurant. The church also seeks to
raise an additional $20,000 for its capital im-
provements fund in order to lower its mort-
gage costs. Meeting current mortgage costs has
been the focus of the church’s Saturday night
Mortgage Meals, a Nashville fixture.

“We're sending out a letter to our many
friends and supporters, asking them to be
generous in helping us to raise the funds nec-
essary to keep our mortgage as low as we can.
We've really been encouraged by the support
we're getting from the community, including
people who are not members of the church,”
Tucker noted, adding that he believes support
is strong because many non-members see the
importance of the church’s efforts.

Those who fear that the move will mean an
end to the Mortgage Meal need worry no
longer: Tucker said that the weekly event will
continue as long as the church has mortgage
obligations.

MCGC, the oldest lesbian and gay-affirmative
group in Nashville, held its first service in
October, 1972. The church suffered a fire-
bombing in 1973, when it was located above
the Watch Your Hat and Coat Szloon in
Nashville’s riverfront area. e

Wolf Verdict Overturned;
New Trial Date Set

By JEFF ELLIS

Managing Edjitor

Dr. John Stuart Wolf, Jr., will be given a new
trial on child molestation charges after a Crimi-
nal Court bailiff admitted to an “intimate rela-
tionship” with a female member of the jury
which earlier had convicted Wolf on one count
of aggravated sexual battery.

Criminal Court Judge Ann Lacy Johns, in a
written order released Tuesday, said that Jesse
Jenkins “who by definition is an extension of
the court and therefore the personification of
the justice system, engaged in a personal rela-
tionship with a juror during a trial.”

Johns cited evidence that Jenkins had ex-
pressed his opinions outside the courtroom
that Wolf was “guilty as hell.” She said it was
“reasonable to assume” that Jenkins had dis-
cussed the case with juror Lesa Wilson during
their “private meetings” which took place at
the time of Wolf’s trial last winter.

Wolf’s eight-week-long trial began last Feb.
1, when he was charged on 20 counts, includ-
ing the rape and fondling of his son, now eight
years old, and his daughter, now six, in 1986

and 1987. The 40-year-old physician was
found guilty on only one count of aggravated
sexual battery of his son.

Defense attorneys argued during that trial
that Wolfs ex-wife, Helen Elizabeth (Libby)
Polk Wolf, had “programmed” the children to
make false accusations against their father.
Mrs. Wolf’s actions were attributed to her
award of lessthan half of the money she sought
in the couple’s 1986 divorce trial.

During Wolf’s trial on the molestation
charges, prosecutors repeatedly attempted to
introduce evidence of his homosexual in-
volvement with adults. Defense attorneys ar-
gued that Wolf’s sexual activities with adults
had no bearing on the child molestation case.

Wolf has steadfastly refused to admit to a
homosexual orientation.

The personal relationship between the
Criminal Court bailiff and the juror was made

_ public by Wolf's attorneys, Lewis Conner and

Lee Davies, on August 9 when they filed a
motion for a new trial.
Initially, both Jenkinsand Wilson denied the
continued on page 4

Gertrude Stein (right) and Alice B. Toklas, her

lover, feed the pigeons in Venice, Italy, about 1908. Stein,
arguably the twentieth century’s most famous lesbian,
was a pioneer in the modern concept of “lesbian” — a
woman who took pride in being a woman who loved
women, rather than a woman who tried to be a man.
Sherre Dryden explores Stein's approach, page 10.
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We
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Oriental,
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615 320-5202
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Parkview Towers

210 25th Avenue North, Suite 115 297-4453
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The well-adjusted
woman.

A woman’s body needs attention from someone who knows women’s bodies.
Dr. Deborah Kowalski knows women'’s bodies.
Natural health care for menstrual pain, fatigue, PMS, osteoporosis, stress and back pain.
And, of course, it's drug-free. Naturally. g

. Complimentary consultatién. Insurance accepted.
Dr. Deborah Kowalski ® Chiropractic Physician ¢ 108 Harding Place ¢ 352-1234

Cool blues.
Big river.
New paper.

Hello, Memphis.
We're Dare, the weekly lesbian and gay newspaper.
And we’re glad to be here.

We’'re committed to objective, reliable news
coverage. But we’ll also bring you interesting
features, insightful reviews and a place to
express your opinions — especially if they're different
from ours.

Dare!

Box 40422,7 Nashville, TN 37204-0422 < (615) 292-9623

Monaays

Nashville CARES

AIDS/ARC Support Group. 6:30pm. HIV Education Support Group.
6pm. Family Support Group. 6:30pm. Info phone 615 385-1510.
Lambda Group

Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting for gay men and lesbians,
Unitarian Church, Nashville. 8pm.

MAGNET (Married and Gay Network)

New group for married gay men. 1st & 3rd Mondays only. MCC-
Nashville. 8pm. Info phone 615 320-0288.

Tuesdays

Vanderbilt Lambda Association

Meeting for gay and lesbian Vanderbilt students, faculty, staff and
alumni. Vanderbilt Divinity School, Room G 23.Nashville. 5:30pm.
Info phone 615 298-9931.

Al-Anon : 3

Open meeting, MCC-Nashville. 6:30pm.

Nashville CARES

HIV Education Support Groups. 7pm. Info phone 615 385-1510.
Sober Sisters (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous)

Closed meeling, MCC-Nashville. 8pm.

Wednesaays

Sex Addicts Anonymous

Closed meeting for gay men and lesbians. MCC-Nashville. 5:30pm.
Nashville CARES

AIDS/ARC Couples Support Group. 5:30pm. AIDS/ARC Support
Group. 6:30pm. HIV Support Group. 7pm. Info phone 615 385-1510.
MTSU Lambda Assoclation

Meeting for lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee State University
students, faculty, staff, and alumni. 7pm. Info phone 615 893-2589.

Thursdays

Nashvilie CARES

HIV Support Group. 6:30pm. Visualization group. 6:30pm. Info phone
615 385-1510.

Altematives (Alcoholics Anonymous)

Closed meeling for lesbians and gay men, MCC-Nashville. 8pm.
Lesbian Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)

Meeling. 8pm. Nashville. Info phone 615 385-4776 or 615 352-5623.

Fridays

Sexaholics Anonymous

Closed meeling, MCC-Nashville. Spm.

Gay Pareats Support Group

Meeling, MCC-Nashville. 7pm. Info phone 615 292-0817.

. Alcoholics Anonymous Program Study Group

Meeting, Belmonl Uniled Methodist, Nashville. 7:30 pm.

Saturdays

Nashville CARES

AIDS/ARC Support Group. 4pm. Info phone 615 385-1510.
Metropolitan Community Church-Nashvliile

Mortgage Meal, all you can eal. 7:30pm. $5.

Gay Cable Network

Cablecast, Nashville Viacom Channel 35 (Community Access
Television). 8pm.

Sundays

Manna New Life Church

Worship service, 11am. Nashville. Info phone 615 833-8581 or 615
834-4491.

Metropolitan Community Church-Nashville

Worship services, 11am and 7pm. Info phone 615 320-0288.

Your nonprofiteventcan be listed free in Dales . Justdropa poslcard
or letler to Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone
292-9623 and leave a message. Please include informalion about
lime, location, cosl, sponsor, and a contact person's name with
address and/or phone number for verification.

SPECIAL

Saturday, November 5

Super Saturday Returns Get-out-the-vote
program. Distribute reminders to newly-registered
voters. Sponsored by Nashville Voters Coalition. Meet
at Edgehill United Methodist Church, 1501 Edgehill
Ave, Nashville. 10am.

Benefit Party An Artrageous Evening Six Nashville
art galleries open their doors to benefit local AIDS
service organizations. Food, drink, and special
entertainment. Transportation available on the Arts
Bus. $35. Info phone 615 255-8895. 6:30—10pm.

Sunday, November 6

Black and White Men Together (BWMT)
Meeting. Memphis. Info phone 901 327-3753, 901
726-1461 or 901 452-5894.

Concert Romanovsky & Phillips, “the gay Smothers
Brothers,” with Marianne Osiel. First Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, Nashville. Spon-
sored by Tennessee Gay and Lesbian Alliance (T-
GALA). $7. 7:30pm. Info phone Scott Osten, 615 385-
1510 or 615 269-4283.

Monaay, November 7

Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance (T-GALA)
Monthly meeting. Panel discussion “What It Means to
be a Faerie,” featuring six members of the Radical
Faerie movement from Short Mountain. Towne House
Tea Room, 165 8th Ave North, Nashville. 7pm. Free.
Info phone 615 297-4293.

Tuesaay, November 8
ELECTION DAY Please vote. It's the least you can do.

Thursaay, November 10

Brownbag Lunch Seminar Gay Victims of ihe
Holocaust Peter Haus, professor of religion at
Vanderbilt. Sponsored by Vanderbilt Lambda
Association. Sarratt Center, room 118, Nashville.
Noon. Free.

Film Law of Desire, Vanderbilt Lambda Association.
220 Garland Hall, Vanderbilt, Nashville. 7pm. $1
donation.

Empowering Women: Yesterday, Today,
Tomorrow Margaret Cuninggim Lecture by Matina
Horner, President of Radcliffe College.Vanderbilt
University Underwood Auditorium, Nashville.
Sponsored by Vanderbilt Margaret Cuninggim
Women'’s Center. 8pm. Free. Info phone 615 322-
4843,

Sunday, November 13

Feminist Book GCircle Meeting. Discussion of
Going Out of Our Minds, by Sonia Johnson. First
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd,
Nashville. 5-7pm. Free. Info phone 615 298-9931.

Thursday, November 17

Lecture Supporting Healthy Sexuality, author Ellen
Bass. Sponsor: Gay Women's Social Group. YWCA,
766 South Highland St, Memphis. Refreshments. $5.
7:30pm. Info phone 901 324-6949.

Film Maurice, Vanderbilt Lambda Association. 220
Garland Hall, Vanderbilt, Nashville. 7pm. $1 donation.

Monday, November 28
Aid to End AIDS Committas (ATEAC). Open

- meeting. 689 Melrose, Memphis. 7pm. Info phone

901458-AIDS.
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... Wolf verdict overturned

continued from page 1
allegations, but during a hearing in Johns’

courtroom on Oct. 11, Jenkinsadmitted he and
Wilson had “six or seven” private assignations
during Wolf’s trial.

Courthouse sources report that Wolf’s attor-
neys first learned of the “intimate relationship”
between Jenkins and Wilson when another
juror, disgruntled because Jenkins refused to
lend her money, came to them with news of
the affair.

After the hearing in her courtroom, Johns
ruled that Wolf’s attorneys had presented suf-
ficient evidence to indicate an “intimate rela-
tionship” had existed between the bailiff and
the juror.

Assistant District Attorney General Richard

hearing in an attempt to show that the relation-
ship between Jenkins and Wilson had no
bearing on the verdict.

Johns ruled Tuesday, however, that “the
state has not, and cannot, refute the evidence
of such prejudice.”

The Wolf case was placed back on Johns’
court docket for Nov. 18 “to obtain a new trial
date or disposition date.”

Johns refused to assign the Wolf case to
another judge despite a motion filed last week
by Wolf’s attorneys.

In a separate order denying defense
counsel’s request that she recuse herself, Johns
said, “It has been the practice of defense coun-
sel in this case to renew arguments and objec-
tions repeatedly and most of this motion is
simply another example of that practice.” e

Fisher presented four jurors during another

Court Awards Custody to Gay Father with AIDS

From STAFF REPORTS

In a major victory for people with AIDS and for lesbian and gay parents, a gay man with AIDS
has won custody of his nine-year-old son in the first decision of its kind in the country.

The decision to award Artie Wallace, 32, custody of his son, Shawn, came early this summer,
but announcement of the ruling was delayed to allow time to test the arrangement.

Wallace was represented in court by civil rights attorney Roberta Achtenberg after the FBI
found Shawn and his mother, Julia Wallace, a fundamentalist Christian, hiding in Arizona eighl
months after their disappearance.

The boy’s mother was granted liberal visitation, but Shawn will live with his father and hls
father’s lover.

The ruling calls for a review of the case at the end of 1989 to test Wallace’s ability to care for
the child. o

Reward Offered in Murder of Lesbian Columnist

From STAFF REPORTS
In response to the murder of Seattle Gay News columnist Serena Willers, the paper has
announced the creation of a reward fund for information leading to an arrest.
Seattle Gay Newseditor in chief George Bakan said the paper has pledged $500to start the fund
but hopes to raise some $4,000 in pledges from Seattle businesses and organizations.
Willers, alesbian activist and frequent columnist, died of stab wounds May 18, apparently after
a violent struggle. Her body was found in her Seattle office. e

Swindall Tries to Link Opponent, Les/Gay Community

From STAFF REPORTS

Embattled U.S. Rep. Pat Swindall (R-Georgia) last week during a debate with Democratic
opponent Ben Jones displayed an enlargement of a classified ad from Soutbhern Voice, 2 gay and
lesbian newspaper, in an apparent attempt to link Jones to the homosexual community.

The debate, held Oct. 10, focused national mediat attention on the 4th District Congressional
race, which has been labeled one of the “dirtiest” in the nation.

Jones said he had not previously seen the ad, which was placed by Atlanta activist Cathy
Woolard to solicit gay/lesbian volunteers to staff the Ben Jones phone bank on Oct. 18.

“But for someone who isas homophobic as you are, I can understand why you’d dothis,” Jones
said to Swindall.

“I disagree with that community on a2 number of issues but...I don’t think what you do or what
anybody does in the privacy of their home is any of my business. And I appreciate the support
of any American,” Jones said.

Swindall, the incumbent in Georgia’s 4th district, is currently under indictment for perjury after
lying in court about accepting illegal funds. e

Kowalski Lawyer Withdraws

From STAFF REPORTS

Donald Fena, attorney for Donald Kowalski, has withdrawn from the Sharon Kowalski
guardianship battle. According to Sue Wilson, attorney for Sharon Kowalski’s lover Karen
Thompson, Fena withdrew less than a month after a personal injury suit against the driver who
hit Kowalski was settled.

Fena has been responsible for repeated postponements of competency testing for the injured
Kowalski. Thompson, a professor at St. Cloud State University, has sought legal guardianship
since Kowalski’s parents denied her visitation rights upon learning the two were lesbians. e
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% “Dragonfly~“Books

A Metaphysical Book Store
BOOKS - TAPES - INCENSE - OILS
TAROT - POSTERS - ZAFUS - CARDS

112 Second Avenue North
Market Street Emporium
Nashville, Tennessee 37201
(615) 242-1250
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Specializing in natural fiber, imported and vintage clothes :
Tuesday — Saturday 10-6

2011 Belmont Bivd [across from International Market] 269-9665




WAREHOUSE 28 #2529 Franklin Rd, Nashville #615 385-9689
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Rshel Hill
* Unique Fresh-cut and Custom Silk Flower Arrangements «
» Award-winning Designers *
% « We deliver anywhere in Metro Nashville »
« 833-8555
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TENNESSEE REPERTORY THEATRE

e THE TAMING

OF THE SHREW -

Bill Shokespeare is alive, well and living

in the Sixties. And he invites you to
experience the hippest version of his classic
that you’ll ever see.

October 27- November 12

Polk Theater

Tennessee Performing Arts Center

Centralik 320-7172  TicketMaster 741-2787
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Groups

Agape New Life Church
901 327-4145

Aid to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC)
Box 40389, Memphis 38174
901 458-AIDS or 24-hr 901 762-8401

American Gay Atheists/Memphis
Box 41371, Memphis 38174

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
Hedy Weinberg, Director

Box 120160, Nashville 37212

615 256-7028

Lesbian.& Gay Anti-Violence Hotline

615 256-7028

Black and White Men Together

Box 41773, Memphis 38174

901 327-3753 or 901 452-5894 or 901 726-
1461

Conductors
Box 40261, Nashville 37204

Feminist Book Circle
Box 120372, Nashville 37212
298-9931

Gay and Leshian Parents
Coalition, Inc., of Memphis
Box 40982, Memphis 38174

Gay Alternative (radio show)
Box 41773, Memphis 38174

Gay Athletic Association
Box 22914, Memphis 38122
901 744-7312

Gay Cable Network/Nashville
Box 22011, Nashville 37202
615 254-8250

Gay Women’s Social Group
901 324-6949

Human Response Council
901 275-3536

Kinship (Seventh Day Adventists)
Box 171135, Memphis 38187
901 754-6160

Memphis Center for Reproductive Health
1462 Poplar Ave, Memphis 38104
901 274-3550

Memphis Gay Coalition
Box 3038, Memphis 38173
901 324-GAYS

Memphis Lambda Center
241 North Cleveland, Memphis
901 276-7379

Metropolitan Community Church
131 15th Av North, Nashville 37203
615 320-0288

Mystic Krewe of Aphrodite
Box 41822, Memphis 38174

Nashville CARES

Sandee Potter, Director

Box 25107, Nashville 37202
615 385-1510

AIDS Crisis Line

615 385-AIDS

Nashville Women’s Alliance
Box 120834, Nashville 37212
615366-0555

National Organization for Women
Box 40982, Memphis 38104
Box 120523, Nashville 37212

Parents and Friends of Lesbhians and Gays
(P-FLAG)

Box 172031, Memphis 38187

901 761-1444

Phoenix (Gay AA)
901 272-9549 or 901 276-7379 or 901 454-
1414

Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance
(T-GALA)
Box 24181, Nashville 37202

Tennessee Gay & Leshian Task Force
(TGLTF)
Box 24446, Nashville 37202

Tennesseans Keeping Abortion Legal and
Safe (TKALS)

Box 120871, Nashville 37212

615297-8540

The Personals (computer bulletin board)
901 274-6713

Tsarus (Leather-Levi Club)
Box 41082, Memphis 38174

Vanderhilt AIDS Project

Suite CCC5319 Medical Center North
Vanderbilt University, Nashville 37232
615 322-AIDS or 615 322-2252

Vanderbilt Lambda Association
Box 121743, Nashville 37212

Wings
(Leather-Levi Club)
Box 41784, Memphis 38174

Women of Leather
181 North Willett, Memphis 38104
901 726-5263
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Clubs

Allen Gold’s
1100 McCallie Av, Chattanooga

Another Bar

1351 Autumn, Memphis The Jungle

901 278-9353 306 4th Av South, Nashvile -
615 256-9411

Apartment

343 Madison Av, Memphis The Office ,

901 278-4313 : 130 Franklin St, Clarksville
615 645-1157

Barhara’s

1474 Madison Av, Memphis Pipeline

901 278-4313 1382 Poplar Av, Memphis
901 726-5263

Cabaret

1711 Hayes St, Nashville Ralph’s

615 320-7082 515 2nd Av South, Nashville
615 256-9682

The Chute :

2535 Franklin Rd, Nashville Tom’s Place

615297-45711 1407 Market St, Chattanooga

Chez Colette Victor/Victoria’s

407 1st Av South, Nashville 111 8th Av North, Nashville

615 256-9134 615 244-7256

Crazy Cowhoy Il WKRB in Memphis

2311 Franklin Rd, Nashville 1528 Madison Av, Memphis

615 269-5318 901 278-9321

The Gas Lite Warehouse 28

167 1/2 8th Av North, Nashville

Juanita’s
1700 4th Av South, Nashville
615 256-9681

2529 Franklin Rd, Nashville

615 254-1278 615 385-9689

GDI on the River The World’s End

287 S. Front St, Memphis 1713 Church St, Nashville
901 526-1038 615 329-3480

J. Wag’s

1268 Madison Av, Memphis

901 725-1909

Hands On Massage Clinic
Certified Massage Therapist
758-7458
Stress Management
AMTA Member

Roxanne Isham, R.N.

Permanent Hair Removal

Patricia McCaffrey
Electrologist, R.E.
Free Consultation
Individual Disposable Probes

(615) 333-1044 or 361-5464
Now two locations:
»Southern Hills Medical Center
eMurfreesboro Rd/Briley Pkwy area

Friends Flowers & Gifts
it s ABBY R. RUBENFELD
Citywide delivery ATTORNEY AT LAW
Credit cards accepted by phone
FTD e Teleflora
CHEATHAM & PALERMO i S
S 3 43MUSIC SQUAREWEST -
Park Place, Nashville ¢ 615 321-5969 NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203 (615) 244-4270
: On Tuesday,
: November 8, America
vote. Will h g f t
I t’S the choose your future.
' ’  Be there.
least -

the Political Action Committee of

you can do.

the Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance

Aid to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC)

= Box 40389, Memphis 38174
= 901 458-AIDS or 24-hr 901 762-8401

The Aid to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC) was Tennessee’s first AIDS organization,
accordingto president Tom Stewart, as well as the first to open housing for people with
AIDS (PWAs). The group meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 689 Melrose
in Memphis, and provides a wide range of volunteer-supported services.

ATEAChas organized support groups for HIV positives, PWAs, PWARCs and friends.
“We don’t have a grieving group because there hasn’t really been much call for one,”
Stewart said. “But if things keep going like they have been, we’ll need to provide one,”
he added, noting that Memphis AIDS-related deaths have increased dramatically in the
last few weeks.

ATEAC also provides community education and safer-sex packs as well as buddy
services for PWAs. The group has one paid part-time staffer, but relies upon its
volunteer force to serve an average of 40-45 PWAs and PWARCS at any given time. e

Now at Mills

What défzséme-sex couples need to know in order to
build partnerships that work, satisfy, and last? What
do gay men have to learn from lesbians, and lesbians
from gay men? Betty Berzon, psychotherapist, writer
and lecturer, gets to the point in Permanent Partners.
Hardcover, $18.95.

M"-LS Since 1892, Nashville’s full service bookstores.

1817 21st Ave South 'Brentwood Place Belle Meade Plaza
615 383-5520 615 377-0460 615 383-7002

-




ALLISON AND BECK

PERSONAL NUTRITIONISTS

REGISTERED DIETITIANS
Dinner Special
Sunday, November 6
Filet $4.95
Specials include tossed salad, choice of
potato, and vegetable of the day. v

1612 EIGHTEENTH AVENUE SOUTH, A
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37212
(615) 386-9745

Four stamps for $1
Proceeds go to direct services for PWAs, and
using the stamps helps increase awareness of
AIDS issues.
Stamps are blue, red, yellow and white.

Atlanta Chapter of the National Association of
People with AIDS
1132 West Peachtree Street NW, Suite 106
Atlanta, GA 30309
(404) 874-7926

“
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's choice.

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE
FRESH FROM OUR ROASTER

SEAN CENTRAL.

IMPORTERS AND ROASTERS OF FINE COFFEES

Pk Place on BEAN CENTRAL COFFEE
West End Avenue Available at :
Nashville COOK'S NOOK

Bandywood in Green Hills
(615) 321-8530 fomcanac

in Brentwood Place
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G HAGS

Women

Who Love Men
Who Love Men

By JEFF ELLIS

Managing Editor

Fag hags. Fruit flies. Beards. Girlfriends.
Swans.

No matter what you call them, they’ve been
around forever.

Since Lot’s wife asked the two guys next
door for a cup of salt.

Since socialite Babe Paley asked Truman
Capote to accompany her to Corfu.

Since last Saturday night when the danger-
ously trendy girl-next-door called her friend
Bob and asked him what she should wear to
the Warehouse.

Women who love men who love men.

And although they’ve been the targets for
epithets and insults, most straight women who
have gay friends think, for the most part at
least, that the advantages of friendship far
outweigh the harsh words of bigots.

“When 1 was an undergrad, a lot of my
friends were gay. A lot of my friends were
straight. And they didn’t always mix,” said
Aurora Daniels, a graduate student at Middle
Tennessee State University. “Some people
couldn’t understand why I would rather spend
my nights dancing with some ‘queer’ at the
Warehouse than fighting off the advances of
some straight guy.”

When those friends failed to realize that
friendship goes beyond the barriers of color or
sexual orientation, Daniels said she was called
some “not-so-nice names.” :

“God forbid I should have a friend who was
both black and gay. They'd have had a field
day,” she said. ;

Still and all, Daniels thinks she made the
right decision when it came to forging friend-
ships during her undergraduate years.

“One of my best friends is gay. Heand I have
been friends for going on ten years. When I
need to talk to someone, he’s always been
there for me and I've tried to be there for him
when he’s needed me. It’s a friendship I don’t
expect to end,” she said.

For Faye Hale, an official with 2 Washing-
ton-based international labor union, friend-
ships formed with gay men while in college
have outlasted many “straight” friendships
made during the same time.

“I guess it's because coming out is such a
difficult and emotional experience. When a
gay man comes out to a straight woman, it will
usually make or break the friendship. Luckily,
for me, those coming out experiences have
strengthened my friendships,” Hale said.

“Just the other day a friend told me she’s a
lesbian and I basically told her that I could
handle it as long as she could handle me being
a heterosexual,” she said. “If someone can’t be
friends with you because of your sexual orien-
tation, then you don’t need them”

Perhaps the most important ingredient in a
successful relationship, Hale said, is honesty.
In a straight woman/gay man relationship,
honesty is definitely the best policy.

“I know it’s difficult to go to someone and
come out to them. I've been on the receiving
endand it'stough,” she said. “Butif that person
is worth knowing and being in your life, then
they’re worth telling the truth about your sex-
ual orientation.”

But do straight women select gay friends
simply because they’re gay?

Not according to Daniels and Hale.

“I'm not sure I ever think about a1, one’s
sexual orientation when I first meet them, so it
doesn'’t have aﬁything to do with whether or
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not we become friends,” Daniels said.

Hale agreed: “I didn’t pick any of my friends
because they are gay and I'm sure they didn’t
pick me because I’'m straight.

“Besides, I don’t have gay friends. I have
friends who are gay.”

Nancy Griswold, a counselor at Nashville
Tech, also rejected the notion that straight
women are attractedto gay men because of the
stereotypical images associated with them.

“I think of friends who are gay as simply
friends. I don’t categorize them and certainly
sexual orientation is no big deal,” Griswold
said. “If they have a sense of humor and a kind
heart, then they are friends.”

Griswold said that when a close friend told
her about his sexual orientation, she wasn’t
shocked or offended. Rather, she was con-
cerned.

“I was a little surprised and I was saddened
because I thought, ‘Oh great! He’ll have to deal
with a lot of hardships.’ I didn’t want him to go
through that,” she said.

But is it true that straight women prefer the
company of gay men because of their flair for
fashion and expertise with eye makeup?

“I'll admit I've asked gay friendstheir advice
about clothes or makeup or hair, but not be-
cause they're gay. I've asked because they
have good taste,” Hale said. “Gay men have a
keen eye for fashion and are basically honest
when I ask them questions like that.”

Griswold said any questions regarding
“good taste” were directed to a gay friend
“simply because he has good taste and I re-
spect his opinion.”

For Memphian Sherry Andersen, friend-
shipswith gay men have resulted froma “sense
of style” she attributed to the men. But among
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all the women asked about straight woman/
gay man relationships, she’s probably the one
most burned by the experience.

Two failed love affairs and one engagement
later, though, she’s not bitter. -

“Because of my work asa fashion buyer, I've

always had a lot of gay friends. Once I fell in -

love with someone and found out he was gay
later. It hurt, but I got over it.

“Some months later I became friends with
another gay man and despite my better judg-
ment, I found myself falling in love with him,”
Andersen said. :

Despite her past experiences, Andersen
became more deeply involved with the man
and after several months, the two became
engaged. When the man fell for another man,
however, the engagement ended and An-
dersen was left to pick up the pieces.

“I was really stupid to fall for someone I
knew was gay, but I just couldn’t help myself.
I loved him, pure and simple,” she said.

But after the relationship ended, Andersen
set about pulling herself together.

“Things are much better now. I was bitter for
a long time, but now that’s all behind me. And
I have several gay friends. There’s no resent-
ment left,” she said.

And so it goes.

It will probably go on as long asthe Manhat-
tan socialite asks a charming young man to
escort her to the Milk Fund Ball.

And as long as the Belle Meade housewife
calls her-decorator her “best friend.”

And as long as trendy girls-next-door seek
the fashion advice of their bar-hopping friends
named Bob and Kyle. o

Sunday, November 6

Pageant starts at 9pm

For application and further information, call the club.

WAREHOUSE 28 «2529 Franklin Road, Nashville ¢(615) 385-9689
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John Bridges talks about

By STUART BIVIN

Editor

John Bridges can’t sit still and talk about
Artrageous. :

Mention the subject and he’s in motion. It's
obviously something that he’s enormously
pleased with and thrilled to be a part of. And in
his case, it's something he’s a major part of.

An Artrageous Evening is a now-annual
event that combines the fun and food of a
gallery opening with the serious business of
raising badly-needed money for Nashville
AIDS organizations.

It all began at a Nashville CARES resource-
development committee meeting. Bridges
recalls that there was a lot of discussion about
ways to raise money for the often-strapped
organization, but not many solid ideas. Then
someone suggested an art auction. That was
the key: the art community had certainly lost its
share of friends to AIDS, both nationally and
locally. But not another auction. This time,
why not do something different, something
that could be a bit of a celebration of life?

Bridges covered the arts in Nashville for the
Tennessean for several years. He had the

John Bridges

contacts, and he knew that galleries often
hosted celebrations for the opening of new
shows.

The trick was in getting the events coordi-
nated for a concerted effort. As he had antici-
pated, Bridges found gallery owners elated at
the prospect of being able to help.

“We were able to turn five parties into one
big party,” Bridges said. “We expected to raise
$5000 or so, and, more important, to raise
awareness about this terrible disease and the
about the needs of the people who have it.”

Instead of $5000 and a little awareness, the
first Artrageous evening last fall netted around
$32,000 and a huge media splash for AIDS
organizations in middle Tennessee. More than
1400 people turned out for the first one, and
this year organizers expect even more.

In fact, the organizers hope that the event
doesn’t get too much larger. “When you have
1500 people coming through a gallery in one
night, it can be a real zoo,” Bridges said. “We
get a2 marvelous mix of people, and everyone
has a great time because we get all kinds of
people here — black and white, straight and
gay. It's a way for all these different kinds of
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people to acknowledge their diversity, to
come together to do something really impor-
tant.

“And it’s very relaxed and kind of ‘anything
goes’ —not stiff and formal, and it’s not a $100
a person event.

“That’s intentional. We didn’t want to make
it so expensive that people couldn’t partici-
pate. We realized that even thirty-five dollars
can be a sacrifice for some, so we stayed away
from really expensive tickets.

“It's an unpretentious party. We found that,
if you invite enough people who are fun, they
will make the party,” he said.

And that wide-welcome approach is help-
ing ticket sales pick up steam. Bridges noted
that revenues are running at over $1000 a day
the last two weeks—more than $2500 Wednes-
day alone. “Last year we made as much on'the
day of the event as we had up to that point. We
expect the same thing to happen again,” he
added, predicting a turnout of 1800 people.

How much will Artrageous raise this year?

There are anumber of underwritersthis year
who have donated money, goods and services
that will help keep expenses low. Bridges
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noted that last year’s receipts of $35,000
helped the group write checks to AIDS organi-
zations for $32,000. That means that 90% of the
admission event-goers pay will be turned over
to the AIDS organizations, an amazingly high
rate by anyone’s standards.

Still, Bridges wants to better last year’s total.
“Fifty [thousand dollars] would be adream,” he
said.

Bridges got a little misty when he talked
about why he devotes so much time and effort
to Artrageous — even though he pooh-poohed
the idea that it's any trouble.

Apologizing in advance for being “sappy,”
he remembered a friend telling him, “I just
wanna do something so God won't let me
catch it.”

Thatstory, he said, brought home to him the
desperation and frustration people feel about
AIDS.

“We just want, in the middle of all the hope-
lessness, to celebrate something — life —and to
make a little spark in the darkness. I mean, if
you don't do something, all you can.do is
depair.” e
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Fight fire
with fun.

An Artrageous Evening
is one of those few great ideas that
become an instant classic.

It’s a simple idea: show people a good time,
and raise much-needed money for a vital cause.
This time, that vital cause is AIDS service.
There’s no money better spent than money
spent to help provide direct services to
people with AIDS, people with ARC,
and people who are HIV-positive.

AIDS has taken a terrible toll, not just in its
physical devastation, but because it has shown this
- country’s leadership — on every level, from

city hall to the White House — to
be something quite a bit less than compassionate.

Our thanks and our support go out to

all those who are helping, including our advertisers.

A third of the proceeds from this special issue
~ will be donated to Nashville CARES to help them
in their efforts to educate and to serve, in the hope
that one day soon, their efforts will
no longer be necessary.

......
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B Gertrude

tein

Alics B. Toklas and Gertrude Steinalighting in Chicago from
theirfirstplane trip, November 7, 1934. —PHOTO CARL VAN VECHTEN/YALE
COLLECTION OF AMERICAN LITERATURE

By SHERRE DRYDEN

Entertainment Editor

Gertrude Stein was one of the most cele-
brated of the British and American expatriates
in Paris, where she lived in modest luxury with
her lifetime partner Alice Toklas.

As the hosts of a well-publicized salon,
Gertrude and Alice included among their
friends and acquaintances most of the great
(and near-great) artists, writers, composers,
critics and publishers of the time.

Gertrude arrived in Paris in 1907 to take up
residence with her brother Leo. Their home
became the mecca for visiting tourists and
artists of all nations who wanted to see modern
art: New Yorker columnist Janet Flanner said
Gertrude’s collection “practically ranks as one
of Paris’ private modern museums.”

According to Morrill Cody, “Leo and Ger-
trude seemed to live in harmony until Alice
came along.”

Alice was, of course, Alice B. Toklas, a 30
year old woman from San Francisco whom
Genrtrude met in 1907. Cody calls their meeting
“love at first sight.”

“It was a long time before they acknowl-
edged their love to each other, however,”
Cody continues, “and an even longer time
before Alice moved into the apartment. But
almost from the beginning Alice spent most of
her time there, typing Gertrude’s manuscripts
every morning and in the afternoons and eve-
nings helping with the entertaining of visitors,
or taking long walks around Paris with her.”

Sylvia Beach, owner of the Paris bookshop
-Shakespeare and Company and publisher of

James Joyce’s Ulysses, described the two
women in her memoirs, Shakespeare and
Company: ’

Gertrude had “a very fine face, stout, wore a
long robe and, on her head, 2 most becoming
top of a basket. She was accompanied by a
slim, dark, whimsical woman.”

“Her remarks and those of Alice, which
rounded them out, were inseparable. Obyvi-
ously they saw things from the same angle, as
people do when they are perfectly congenial.
Their two characters seemed to me quite inde-
pendent of each other. Alice had a great deal
more finesse than Gertrude. And she was
grown up: Gertrude was a child, something of
an infant prodigy.

“Gertrude had so much charm she could
often, though not always, get away with the
most monstrous absurdities...her aim was
usually to tease somebody.”

Gertrude and Alice remained together until
Gertrude’s death, 40 years later.

We’ve beentaught tothink of Gertrude Stein
and Alice Toklas in terms of husband and wife,
masculine and feminine, male and female..
Given the evidence that in their private lives
Gertrude and Alice didn’t subscribe to such
role playing, feminist critics suggest that
Gertrude’s public “mannish” persona was no
accident. }

Shari Benstock, writing in Women of the Left
Bank, contends that Gertrude’s “perverse” lit-
erary style was intimately allied to her sexual
identity; that her lesbianism was itself 2 moti-
vating force for her investigation into lan-
guage. Gertrude developed a deviant, coded
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Alica B. Toklassinging her favorite song, “On the Trail of the Lonesome Pine” at Bilignin in the summer of 1937.
—PHOTO W.G. ROGERS/YALE COLLECTION OF AMERICAN LITERATURE

language that echoed her personal deviance
from societal norms of female behavior.

By taking the public male role — cutting her
hair short, electing to converse with male writ-
ers while sending their wives off to talk recipes
with Alice, playing the “husband” to Alice’s
“wife” — Gertrude may be hinting that we
should read her words as though she were a
man.

Benstock characterizes Gertrude as a trans-
vestite: “Stein dressed her celebration of les-
bian eroticism in the garment of heterosexual
grammar.”

For example, in Gertrude’s essay on gram-
mar, “Arthur A Grammar” she equates gram-
mar (the rules) with maleness (Arthur/patriar-
chy). The argument follows, then, that to
control the rules of grammar, which was male,
it was necessary to be male. Thus Gertrude’s
literary cross-dressing allowed her the male
privilege of creating new rules for grammar,
which she then used to speak of lesbian sexu-
ality.

If this is true, however, by “becoming” male
Gertrude would isolate herself from women,
particularly lesbians, in her quest for success
within the literary mainstream. It is true that
public acknowledgement of her genius was of
consuming importance to Gertrude. But she
did not isolate herself from women, nor did
she exclusively identify herself with maleness.

She did assume some traditionally “hus-
bandly” roles in her relationship with Alice,
and her hair was short. Her clothing, however,
was decidely female. Instead of electing to

dress in male attire, as her contemporary Rad-

clyffe Hall did, she chose voluminous, flow-
ing, long skirts that bring to mind maternity
and femaleness.

She had female friends as well as male,
taking Sylvia Beach along on drives in the
country and inviting the wives of her male
friends to her home when they would come
alone instead of as appendages to their hus-
bands. She retained her own, female name
(Radclyffe Hall was known to her friends as
“John”). She deliberately associated herself
with feminism, writing an opera about Susan
B. Anthony, The Mother of Us All.

Instead of looking and acting like a man,
Gertrude looked and acted like a lesbian.

. This is an important distinction, since Ger-
trude was only one of many lesbian and bisex-
ual women living and working in Paris at the
time. The prevailing male-centered climate
devalued and marginalized women in general.
Lesbians had an additional reason to feel alien
from mainstream society. It was essential to
know there were others, to develop a sense of
community.

Gertrude’s personal declaration of her ori-
entation coupled with the glorification of les-
bian sexuality encoded in her texts — hidden
from the general public but obvious to those
who knew, and who needed to know — were
part of the support system.

Rather than subverting the patriarchy by
becoming a part of it, which would seriously
distance her from women, Gertrude subverted
the patriarchy by allowing it to think she had
merged with it. She, and the women of her
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‘Hate Crimes Study Begins

From STAFF REPORTS

U.S. Senator . Lowell Weicker
(R—Connecticut) succeeded in attaching lan-
guage that would require the National Institute
of Justice (NI)) to collect information on hate
crimes, including sexual orientation, to an ap-
propriations bill. The bill became law when
President Reagan signed it in October.

Weicker made the move at the urging of the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
(NGLTP). :

The Issues and Practices project will con-
tinue research started during an exploratory
study concluded in October of 1987. That
study reported that lesbians and gay men “are
probably the most frequent victims” of hate
crimes.

The Issues and Practices study program is
conducted by the Justice Department to exam-
ine critical issues facing law enforcement and
criminal justice practitioners.

While only $20,000 was appropriated for the
first hate crimes study, Weicker’s amendment
made over $100,000 available for the new
project. e
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Steve Ashworth

Steve Ashworth, 42, a co-owner of
Juanita’s Bar in Nashville, died at home
September 23.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ashworth,
he was employed by South Central Bell.

Ashworth is survived by his lover and
partner Mike Blevins, as well as by his par-
ents, three brothers, a sister and three
nephews. e

Editor’s note: Please send obituary
information to: Editor, Dare, Box 40422, Nashville,
TN 37204.

Please include the deceased's name, age,
occupation, names of any survivors, a photo if
possible, and any other pertinent information, as
well as your name anda phone number and address
where you can be reached for verification.

Tennessee Rep’sShrew: Swallow Those Pearls

Taming of the Shrew, by William Shakespeare.
Adapted by John Briggs and Mac Pirkle. Tennes-
see Repertory Theatre. At James K. Polk Theatre,
Tennessee Performing Arts Center, Nashville.
Through November 12.

By STUART BIVIN

Editor

Tennessee Repertory Theatre has pulled off
a tough one. Their groovy Sixties-hip produc-
tion of Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew is
terrific.

First, it’s sexist, like all Shakespeare. Women
are sly and conniving, men are wise, witty,
clever and/or noble. Everyone is, of course,
heterosexual. But for those who can find uni-
versal lessons about humanity through the
maze of antique ideas, this is a plum.

To begin with, the idea of hippies traipsing
through Padua would have been enough to
make my college Shakespeare professor
choke on her pearls. It’s easy to imagine a the
worst - Elizabethan “thou”s and “wherefore”s
amidst the bell-bottoms. I'll have to admit that
I wasn’t really looking forward to it. And a
confession: I'm one of the six English majors in
the whole world who don’t like Shakespeare.
I was just sure that, if the love beads and glow-
in-the-dark colors didn’t repossess my lunch,
having to sit through a coupla hours of the
Bard would do the trick.

But TRT’s rollicking update [post-date? un-
date? re-date?] of the classic farce is just too
much fun to choke on anything but laughter.

And fun is what makes the show. The entire
production, from Craig - Spain’s Peter-Max-
goes-to-Mayberry sets to Charlotte Hamblen-
Gannaway'’s too-close-for-comfort (I think I
still have my granny glasses somewhere)
sendups of Sixties clothes to Scott Leathers’
clean psychedelic lighting (I expected black
lights everywhere), to the, well, fabulous (beg
pardon), acting, is an exercise in good, clean

fun.

I mean, you can tell everyone involved just
kind of cutloose, tcok 2lot of chances, and had
a terrific time. A

Director John Briggs (who has also done
something called Shogun Macbeth at the
Shakespeare festival of Dallas) and producer
Mac Pirkle (TRT executive director), the duo
who conceived and wrote the adaptation, no
doubt had some convincing to do in order to
get the thing going. But their efforts were
certainly rewarded.

Andabout thatacting. Thisisa solid, well-re-
hearsed cast. Really a fine ensemble perform-
ance, with only a couple of exceptions. But
some really stand out.

Becky London’s Kate (“Katherine!”) is
proud, loud and so obnoxious you’ll love her.

Cliff Jewell, as Tranio, does a drop-dead
version of a Jerry Lewis-style dweeb. I proba-
bly shouldn’t add that he is also really good
looking, because that has nothing to do with
his fine acting, but he is really good looking.
Anyway, when he starts slipping between nerd
and jock/studpuppy, the effect is hysterical.
This is what makes live theatre fun. '

Jackie Welch is a scene-stealer as a belt-em-
out Grumio jamming as she whizzes about the

-stage in a peace-symbol smothered golf cart.

Now, a word to those would-be purists who
sniff at the idea of using the vernacular in a
production of a classic from the Master: loosen
up a little. Remember, Shakespeare wrote in
the vernacular. All that highbrow language
was originally aimed at commoners.

Besides. There’s something appealing
about such lines as “Holy matrimony, Batman”
plopped down in the middle of a classic.

Itall comes down to this: Get thee outto see
TRT’s Taming of the Shrew, dudes. It’s hip, it’s
hot, it’s happenin’. Now where did I put my
granny glasses...



Wenders’ Wings of Desire Soars

Wings of Desire Starring Bruno Ganz, Otto

Sander, Soveig Dommartin, and Peter Falk.
Directed by Wim Wenders. German with English
subtitles.

By CAROLE CUNNINGHAM

Contributing Writer

In Wings of Desire, German director Wim
Wenders, in collaboration with Swiss play-
wright Penter Hanke, has created a film about
the schisms in human life and in human beings
— beneath which lies the continuity of expe-
rience and spirit so often overlooked by the
living. It is through the eyes of angels that we
view the city of Berlin and its inhabitants,
through them that we hear the silent thoughts
we speak to ourselves, as divided within as we
are without.

Wings of Desireis nota film “about” Berlin or
“about” angels. It isabout division, bifurcation,
about the cut between substance and spirit,
passion and love, joy and despair. But it is also
about saying in the midst of this division, like
the trapeze artist

Damiel makesthe decision to become human.

His last talk with his fellow angel Cassiel not
surprisingly takes place in that “no-man’s-
land” at the Berlin Wall. Wenders and Hanke

know, as the poets and philosophers before

them have known, that choices about experi-

ences are choices about ideas: and in deciding

to choose the human over the angelic, Damiel .
invokes the thought of Heraclitus and Plato,

the story of the Fall, the poetic theories of
Wordsworth and Blake. But put simply, Dam-

iel wants to plunge into time, step into a river

that will not be the same river at the second

step.

Damiel then awakens into a world of full-
color, snow, hot coffee, and most keen of all,
the pain of loss: Marion, the woman he hopes
to love has disappeared with her fellow circus
performers. Their love story begins with sepa-
ration: the “no-man’s-land” no longer at the
Berlin Wall but at the wall of the heart.

As viewers of Wings of Desire, we now
know what the story will be “about”: the sepa-

ration of the lovers,

Marion, “J’ai une
histoire”: “I have a
story, and I'll con-
tinue to have one”
and about discover-
ing the unforesee-
able, ineffable unity
of love.

Wnders’ film cen-
ters on the story of
an angel who finds
himself wanting to
beahuman being—
an unusal twist to
that familiar cine-
matic troupe of an-
gels fallen from
faovr who win back
their wings by car-
ing for some hap-
less human (Jts a

Marion tells
Damiel that she
has never felt
lonely: not while
with friends or
lovers and not
when by herself.

their struggle, their
reunion. What stirs
us is not the new-
ness of the experi-
ence but its famili-
arity and sudden
clarity.

Damiel does find
Marion and Marion
Damiel, and the
scene of their reun-
ion speaks the lan-
guage of passion,
commitment, con-
solation and union
— but not that un-
ion we envision as
the blending of
beings, but rather
the meeting of

Wonderful Life and
Heaven Can Waitto name two).

But the preoccupation of Wenders’ angel
Damiel (Bruno Ganz) with the human is even
more unusual given the circumstance of the
angels’ endeavor: Damiel and his companion
Cassiel (Otto Sander) arrive above the city of
Berlin to record the lives of its citizens for pos-
terity — lives who inner voices tell the angels
tales of despair, separation, doubt and unful-
filled longing.

Yet while the angel Cassiel flees from the
pain of humanity when he can no longer
soothe it, Damiel finds himself increasingly in
the place of the questioner: what would it be
like to pull off one’s shoes under the table, see
one’s fingers blackened by newsprint, to be
“excited by a meal...the curve of a neck.”

Damiel, saying he is growing weary of the
“since always’ and ‘forever,”” beginsto feel the
stirrings of something human, the longing for
the “now” as he watches the trapeze artist
Marion (Soveig Dommartin). Damiel’s sharp
intake of breath stirs Wenders’ until-now
black-and-white film into brilliant color, and
Damiel’s role as observer and recorder is sud-
denly changed and made human by his feeling
of care for Marion’s well-being.

With the comedic intervention of Peter Falk,
the American actor, making a film in Berlin,

minds, wholly
alone but capable
of connection.

Marion tells Damiel that she has never felt
lonely: not while with friends or loversand not
when by herself. Only he has made her feel
loneliness. And Damiel, who as an angel was
thereceptacle for an endless number of voices,
and endless number of stories, now has him-
self Une histoire: one story, one history.

To tell the “story” of Wenders' Wings of
Desire is to convey but a shadow of the film’s
substance: it is as rich, varied, substantial, as a
painting, a poem, the city ©of Berlin, the interi-
ority of any one of its characters.

Wenders and Hanke, along with the brilliant
cinematography of Henri Alikan and the sub-
lime performances of Ganz, Sander, Dom-
martin and Falk, have created a film of vision
and passion that pays tribute to its own history
in its allusions to Frank Capra, silent film and
that most unlikely of celluloid 1 eroes, Peter
Falk’s “Columbo.” Like the stories that quicken
the angel Damiel, Wings of Desirequickeus its
audience with its haunting vision of human
lives from angelic perspective and its hopeful
vision of human continuity amid chaos.

Wings of Desire will startle you and the
stirring it creates will haunt you like a beautiful
melody long after the house lights are up. o
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Hearth throb.
Warm up at our
new fireplace.

‘ BEER BUST
Saturday & Sunday 4 pm—8 pm

,..b"“

Cmawame o

2311 Franklin Road, Nashville
269-5318 * Open 3 pm —1 am

uanita’s

Openllam-3 am

Beer Bust
Wednesday 7 pm - 11 pm
Saturday 2 pm - 6 pm
Sunday 5 pm - 8 pm

1700 4th Ave S., Nashville 615 256-9681

5ot

The
TJowne House

Restaurant

Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm
165 Eighth Avenue North  254-1277

Thi » .1,
Gas Lite
Lounge
Monday-Thursday 4:30 pm - 1 am L . LI
Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm-3am -==- .= R

Sunday Noon - 1 am
167/, Eighth Avenue North ¢ 254-1278

'..Ol...OQ.....C.QQ.Q.O..C..-.O........“‘.CQ'

Hardcors, Import and Rock Designs,

iyl
207-A Louise Ave.

Sebind TGI FRIDATS - tnside Backstrast

The voice
_in the
wilderness.

Watch Gay Cable Network/
Nashville

Saturday, November 5
8 p.m.

Exclusively on
Nashville Cable Channel 35.

GAY CABLE NETWORK

Nashville
615 254-8250
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Freedom of Speech: For Queers, Too

THE STAFF at the Green Hills Public Library has long upheld the
finest principles of American liberty, as well as of the educated mind.
They have been extremely cooperative with members of the commu-
nity, whether that cooperation is in helping to find information about
lesbian and gay literature or arranging meeting space or posting
notices about meetings and events.

These people are helpful because they understand the inherent
dangers in censorship, that no matter the reason given for blocking the
free circulation of information, it is always just the first step, the
platform upon which further and even more intrusive control of the
flow of speech is built.

It seems that their bosses, the downtown administrators of the
Public Library, could learn a few lessons from theose who actually do
the real work of dealing with the public.

The powers-that-be in the library’s administration have decided that
an 8-1/2" by 11" flyer, produced by gay and lesbian teenagers for
lesbian and gay teenagers, is so intrinsically evil that it must not be
allowed to be posted. The theory supposedly is that the poster will
encourage and entice teens to be homosexual - thatold myth again.

The real reason is that these administrators don't really believe that
free speech must apply to everyone. They seem to think that it can
apply to selected groups without applying to others.

There seems to be no problem with any of the other announcements
on the Green Hills Public Library’s heretofore-uncensored bulletin
board — even those from adults specifically targetting teenagers for
everything from jobs to church youth groups.

The bureaucrats have shamelessly bowed to bigots abusing the
label of Christianity in order to repress ideas they dislike. It's a toss-up
as to which is worse: trying to bully people into preventing commu-
nication among youth in an already-difficult position or giving in to
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those bullies for lack of backbone. e

Vote.

can
do.

Coming Out, and Coming Back

By JEFF ELLIS

Managing Editor

When word came a few weeks ago that a
group of courageous lesbians and gay men at
Middle Tennessee State University were or-
ganizing, I felt vindicated.

Nine years ago, while I was a student at
MTSU, I came out while I was editor of the
school newspaper, Sidelines. The knowledge
that a Sidelines story precipitated the new
organization only helped to make my vindica-
tion sweeter. :

In 1979, things were a lot different than they
are now. But being queer in Murfreesboro was
no day at the beach.

The summer prior to my editorship I shared
the news of my plan with several friends: I told
them I planned to come out in the pages of
Sidelines.

“Are you sure you want to do this?” was the
most commonly asked question.

“I think so,” was my not-completely-con-
ving reply.

But since | knew I was gay — as did quite a
few others — I decided I really had no choice.

My vehicle for coming out was a story about

* growing up gay in the Bible Belt. It chronicled

the stories of three young gay men — one of
whom was me. I planned my revelation care-
fully. I carefully wrote and rewrote the story.
The story would run the first week of Octo-
ber, I decided. That way, I would have one full
month to establish my reputation as editor of
the school paper. Some people recognized my

name from a term as editor of the school’s
magazine, but Sidelines carried a little more
mass appeal.

However, when it came time to do the sec-
ond issue of the young semester, I was in-
formed by the advertising manager that the
number of pages in that issue had doubled.

The staff and I rushed aroundtrying to come
up with enough copy to fill 16 pages. My
managing editor, a very good friend, looked at
me and asked, “Are you ready?”

“There’s no time like the present,” I said, my
heart in my throat, uncertain of the reaction to
my story.

Luckily, the staff rallied around, voicing
words of support and applauding my brave
stand. Frankly, I was beginning to think I
wasn’t really brave. I was just looking for some
attention. Actually, I feared I was being real
stupid. After all, the KKK had contacted me a
couple of days earlier to say they were watch-
ing me for editorial positions they didn't like.

The next morning, my first campus stop —
like every other day — was my mailbox. There
were no letter bombs. But when I turned
around, I was faced with a guy brandishing a
copy of Sidelines.

“Oh, God,” I thought. “He’s gonna kill me.”

Instead, he said, “Jeff, your story was really
good. I'm really impressed with your courage
to do that.”

And that set the tone for the rest of the day.
Everyone — instead of calling me “faggot” and
promising castration — congratulated me for

the story and for my revelation.

The head of the psychology department
wrote a glowing letter, saying she had sent
copies of my story to colleagues around the
country.

And an English professor called to tell me I
had become a footnote — a student had used
my story as a reference source for a research
Papet:

That was pretty much it, although some
homophobic professors in the mass communi-
cations department took it upon themselvesto
make my life a living hell for the next several
months — and years.

But despite the reception to my story, no
efforts were made by me or any other queers
on campus to organize. Instead, I felt isolated
from them.

As a matter of fact, it was only after I left
MTSUthatI actually met someone who wentto
school there who would admit to me they were
lesbian or gay. -

So when 1 first met Dan Webster, John
Weaver and Richie Smith, and they told me
their plans to organize the MTSU Lambda
Association, I felt a real sense of pride.

I felt proud because finally lesbians and gay
men on the MTSU campus felt empowered
enough to face the music, so to speak.

I felt proud because I share a history with
those people. .

I felt proud because they and I were able to
say who we age.

After all these years. o
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Out of the Mouths of Babes...

“In the case of rape, hopefully, they would
seek medical attention inmediately, and under
normal medical procedure, life and conception
would not even begin. But once life takes place,
my personal preference is for that life to be able
to continue....I understand that the medical pro-
cedure normally - a D-and-C - right after arape,
you would not even get into conception and a life
would not even be formed.”

—Indiana Senator and Republican Vice
Presidential candidate Dan Quayle to report-
ers in Memphis Wednesday who questioned
him about his beliefs on abortion for victims of
rape. Quayle suggested that women who are
raped submit to an immediate D-and-C in
order to prevent conception.

“It would be malpractice to perform a D-and-
C right after a rape to prevent a pregnancy.”

—Douglas Brown, M.D., Vanderbilt Univer-
sity professor of medicine, who added that the
procedure is not considered medically effec-
tive until 6-8 weeks after conception.

“[They want to] make a big political scheme
like blacks and latinos...If they get their way it’s
the annihilation of the human race.”

—“Son of Archie Bunker,” an unidentified
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caller to the Oprab Winfrey Show, October 11,
1988. The show featured lesbians and gay men
who were participating in National Coming
Out Day.

“The studio and home audience members are
the ‘normal’ ones with not a shred of anorexia,
bulimia, or homosexuality among them. The
audience members are encouraged to be vo-
yeurs, and are rarely challenged to examine
their own sexuality or behaviors. At best, the
shows may sometimes foster a more liberal
sense of the world, in which the audience recog-
nizes the variety ‘out there.’ At worst, audience
members’ own sense of normality is reinforced
and all those leshian nuns, transvestites, and
former drug addicts are seen as aberrations -
sickos and weirdos who live onthe TVscreen and
other far-off places.”

—Kim Westheimer, “Telling All, on Oprah,”
in Gay Community News, about television talk
show hosts’ exploitation of “abnormal” people

“I’m going to run for president. | have all the
qualifications. I’'mon TV. I’'m an actor. And 'm a
liar.” ‘

—David Leisure, “Joe Isuzu” in the Japanese
car company’s hit TV commercials

Freedom of Speech and Assembly?

Because he is a minor, the author will use a
pseudonym.

By PATRICK HILLS

Contributing Writer

Today, unfortunately, I am the bearer of bad
news.

As some of you may know, I wrote about the
problems of getting posters about the youth
support group put up in school.

I jinxed myself!

Several months ago, I asked that my poster
be placed on the bulletin board at the Green
Hills Public Library. The library, without hesi-
tation, agreed to place the poster on the board
in the lobby.

Since I frequently visit the library, I noticed
one day that my poster was gone. I asked one
of the employees about it. Apparently some
patron took his or her liberties and removed
my poster from the bulletin board.

I also leamed that there had been some
complaints about my poster. Some people felt
that it encouraged or enticed a teenager to
become lesbian or gay. (I don’t know about
you, but very few posters could make me
change my sexual orientation.) The library put
another of my posters up, and another, and
another. This made four posters in approxi-
mately three months.

Oh well! The library is maintaining its tradi-
tion of upholding the First Amendment. Those
atthe Green Hills Library have respect for their
bulletin board, which isa non-censored board,
but the complaints kept coming in at an in-
creasing rate. However, the librarian worked
just as hard to defend the right for the poster to
be displayed since it is a public announce-

ment. !

I thought all was going well until last week.

The bomb! Complaints started coming into
the offices of those in charge of the whole
library system in Nashville. Mothers called,
saying they were afraid that my poster made
being lesbian or gay look fun and inviting.

This confused me greatly. If it wasall funand
games, there would be no need for a support
group like the one I'm trying to form.

One mother who said she was active in
fighting The Last Temptation of Christ prom-
ised to gather many of the same people to fight
my poster being place in the library. This
apparently scared the library system.

The main office of the Nashville Public Li-
brary decided to take my poster off the bulletin
board at the Green Hills Library. I was told that
this was an “administrative decision by more
than one person.”

A concern about the library’s image was one
reason given for removing my poster. This
really upsets me because I felt that the library
has sold out the First Amendment to protecting
an “image.”

Which is more important?

Some of those at the library — who stand to
benefit nothing from the poster being on the
bulletin board — are equally and justifiably
upset about this decision.

Though this is a big setback for me, I intend
to continue working to form this support
group. My biggest regret is that those who
complained may feel that if they complain
enough and voice enough threats, the library
will remove other public announcements that
might offend someone.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

o ENJOY FIVE HOLIDAY FUN DAYS in Atlanta (2),
Orlando (3), Dec. 27— Jan. 1. $385/person includes
ground travel, 5 nights hotel (shared). Participation
limited. Call Lee: 615 832-4535 & 352-5589.

o Compact security alarm systems. Secure your home
for reasonable cost. Call Jackie at 615 876-3703.

© Now forming: support group for black lesbians. Les
Femmes Unis, c/o MCC-Nashville, 131 15th Ave. N.,
Nashville, TN 37203

*WANTED: SIXTEEN GOOD MEN who can sing
and read music for gay men's chorale. For info phone
Steve Carson, 615 292-6056.

oVANDERBILT LAMBDA's new film series—next: “Law
of Desire”, 7pm Thursday, Nov. 10, in 220 Garland
(81). Be there. Or be straight.

*LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Dare is
accepting applications for writers. Learn community-

oriented journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box
40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-292-9623.

e Gay or lesbian teenagers who would like to meet
others and are interested in forming a support group in
Nashville: write Box 158002, Nashville 37215-0082.
All correspondence held in strictest confidence.

e New: business notes - a 1/32 page notice display ad
ata special introductory rate. Let the community know
you're there for pennies per reader. Ann Taylor, Dare
Advertising Sales Coordinator, 615 352-5823

Dare

REAL ESTATE

o Elegant 3-level townhome in prestigious Burton
Hills/Green Hills 2BR/2.5 BA/family rm & game rm/
fireplace/balcony & courtyard/garage/wshr & dryer &
rfge & blt-ins/2100 sq ft/tennis & pools. $1300. 615 -
665-1604.

o Male roommate wanted. Share luxury home with 2
other males. $250/mo. plus utilities. 615 822-6623.

e Luxury townhouse for rent. 3 BR, 2.5 bath, fireplace,
2-car garage w/ opener, all appliances incl. washer/
dryer & refrig. Pool, tennis.Very nice, private and
wooded. Must see! $600. 615 758-8150.

PERSONALS

*GWM wants to shave other GWM. You have nothing
to lose but your hair! DARE DRAWER 22.

®X0OXOXOXO0OX0OXO0X0OXO0X0X0X0X
Hey! Sweetie!! I'm crazy about you, too!
XOXO0XO0OX0X0OXO0OX0XO0OX0X0X0X

All ads run two consecutive weeks and cost
»$10 for up to 100 characters
*$20 for up to 200 characters
*$30 for up to 300 characters
*-and so on.
We reserve the right to edit ads for length, and to reject any ad. Sexually, explicit or
exploitative ads will not be accepted. No ad will be accepted without signature and
advance payment in full.
Response drawers are available if you do not wish to use your own address.
To respond to a response drawer ad, write to:
DareDawer #
Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-0422
Ads received by noon Tuesdays will run the following Friday.
Questions? Phone 292-9623 or 352-5823 for information.

I | ADDRESS

ZIP

i
J | PHONE (Day)

(Evening)

Signed

| certify that | am the person named above. No ad will be accepted without signature.

Do you want a response drawer number? O Yes. Add $5 per two-week period
Run this ad for 0 2 weeks O 4 weeks 0 6 weeks O weeks
This ad costs 0 $5 PERSONAL SPECIAL D $10 0 $20 O $30 0§ for2weeks §_

+ response drawer charge $ 5.00

OFFICE USE ONLY
D

+ BOLD CAPS charge $5.00

= Subtotal $

v
A M

x number of two-week periods

TOTAL COST $

2 Yes! I’d like to subscribe to Dare for 0 6 months ($16) 01 year ($32) $
Please enclose check or money order for total amount, payable to Dare.
Send to : Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422
Ads received by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday.

Please print one character per box. A character is any letter, numeral, space or punctuation mark.
We reserve the right to edit for length.
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AN ARTRAGEOUS
| EVENING

6:30-10 PM., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
FEATURING DANA LOOMIS OILS ON LINEN
TERESA GRAHAM SALT ‘SILK TAPESTRIES
DIANNE MALOUF JEWELRY

DIANNE MALOUF, CLIPS, SILVER & GOLD

EXHIBIT CONTINUES THROUGH NOVEMBER 30
COMING IN DECEMBER: PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN BAEDER

ZIMMERMAN~-SATURN

131 SECOND AVENUE NORTH NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 615+ 255+ 8895
.
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