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Homosexual Acts May Be 
Reduced to Misdemeanor 

ByJEFFELUS 
Managing Editor 
Proposed revisions in the Tennessee Crimi­

nal Code which would specifically ban homo­
sexual acts and would reduce such "crimes" 
from a felony to a Class C misdemeanor will 
likely be considered by both houses of the 
state legislature when they reconvene in Janu­
ary. 

Sue B. Cain, executive director of the Ten­
nessee Sentencing Commission, said the pro­
posed changes in the criminal code have been 
filed with the Judiciary committees in both the 
state senate and house of representatives. 

A subcommittee of the Commission, after 
two and a half years of deliberation, last month 
directed its proposals to the legislature. The 
commission, according to subcomittee chair 
David Raybin, was simply following the man­
date of state lawmakers to "modernize [the] 
archaic language" that now exists in the crimi­
nal code. 

Under the Commission's proposals, the 
state's crimes against nature statute would be 
rewritten to eliminate language regarding 
heterosexual acts but would specifically crimi­
nalize all sexual acts between two persons of 
the same sex. 

"The revision would eliminate crimes 
against nature, but it does leave homosexual 
sex acts as a crime," Cain said. 

Since the crimes against nature statute has 
rarely been invoked against heterosexuals, the 
subcommittee members said the legislature 
should make the law more specific if they are 

attempting to enforce the ban on 
homosexual acts. 

If the revision is adopted by the 
legislature, Tennessee will join 
five other states which specifically 
classify homosexual acts as crimi­
nal. 

Homosexual acts are consid­
ered .misdemeanors in Texas, 
Arkansas and Kansas. Montana 
and Nevada statutes classify such 
acts as felonies. More than half of 
the United States classify sodomy 
f~ crimes against nature as felo­
·mes. 

The proposed changes in the 
Tennessee code would down-
grade homosexual sex acts from a A 

.J 
felony (punishable by a prison 
term of 5 to 15 years and a fine not 
to exceed $10,000) to a Class C 
misdemeanor (punishable by a jail term of not 
more than 30 days, a fine of not more than $50, 
or both). 

"I think the proposed changes are definitely 
for the better as is exemplified by the changes 
in the penalties prescribed," Cain said. 

The revision calls for the penalties to be 
leveled against a person charged with an act of 
sexual penetration with a person of the same 
gender, according to the Commission's report. 

"Our report has been filed with the Judiciary 
Committees of the state legislature. From there 
the legislators must decide the route it will 
take," Cain said. "It is our hope that it doesn't 
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get bogged down in a study committee. After 
two and a half years, we feel the criminal code 
has been studied enough." 

Cain said the reduction of homosexual 
"crimes" from a felony to a misdemeanor indi­
cates the Commission's desire to "rid the crimi­
nal code of archaic language." 

"If we're going to debate the issue we 
shouldn't be using words that don't mean 

anything," Raybin, a Nashville attorney, said. 
Some Capitol Hill sources, however, pri­

vately have said the Commission's harsh lan­
guage regarding homosexual acts are not 
necessarily surpFising, alluding to Raybin's 
"hang 'em high" reputation. 

"Individual members of the committee felt 
strongly one way or another about the issue,• 

continued on page 4 

CAT Board to Meet; 
Assault on GCN Reported 

By SlUART BIVIN 
Editor 

Churches Try to Switch Off 
Gay Cable Network/Nashville INSIDE 

Fundamentalist churches attempting to have Gay Cable 
Nawork/Nashville (GCN) removed from the schedule of 
Community Access Television (CAT-Nashville Cable 
Channel 35) were reported to be organizing a protest action 
at last night's annual CAT Board of Directors meeting. 

Reports were widely circulated mid-week that the 
churches planned to attempt to pack the meeting in order to 
pressure the Board to drop GCN from the schedule.The 
Board planned to meet to elect two new directors. Only 
station members could vote in the election, according to the 
station's charter, and the cutoff date for new members 
eligible to vote in the election passed thirty days before the 
election. 

At press time,GCN spokesperson Diane Easter urged 
members of the lesbian and gay community and supporters 
to attend the meeting to show support for the show. 

She also asked that supporters phone their Metro 
Councilmember to express support for GCN and CAT, to 
counter an anticipated move by the churches to deluge the 
Council with cal Is asking that CAT funding be cut to punish 
the station for airing GCN. • 

By STIJAIU BIVIN 
Editor 
Gay Cable Network/Nashville (GCN/Nash­

ville) is once again under fire for its lesbian and 
gay content. 

Fundamentalist churches, led by the charis­
matic-evangelical Belmont Church, have 
mounted an organized drive to attempt to 
force Community Access Television (CAT) to 
drop the program. 

Just before the program's Nashville premier, 
Metro Councilmember George Armistead 
touched off a storm of protest when he threat­
ened to have CAT's charter amended to pre­
vent it from showing GCN. 

At that time, he told Tennessean television 
columnist Richard Schweid, "We're gonna 
have a problem with this movie about queers," 
adding that anything other than heterosexual 
sex was "sick and depraved." 

CAT refused to drop the program, citing its 
policy of providing air time to any citizen who 
meets ·the station's guidelines. 

The churches have asked their members to 
phone the CAT offices to voice their displeas­
ure with the program. Some, as noted _in the 
Belmont Church bulletin, have also asked 
members to drop their cable service in an 
attempt to gain leverage with Viacom, the 
operator of Nashville's cable system. 

The move to force CAT to drop the program 
does not seem likely to succeed, according to 
CAT's executive director Elliot Mitchell, who 
has repeated_ly pointed out that the station's 
charter requires it to make cable time available 
to any citizen so long as the program offered is 
not obscene, of commercial content or in 
promotion of a lottery. 

In an interview Thursday morning at press 
continued on page 4 
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Saturday, October 29 

Ladies' Choice 
9:30p.m. 
$3 cover 

Monda.y, October 31 

Halloween 
Costume Party 

livery Thursday Beer Blast 7-10 pm 
$3.00 Cover 

Free Draft Beer 
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Tuesdays _-: · · . 
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RALPH'S 
515 2nd Ave. S., Nashville I 

(615) 256-9682 
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Cool blues. 
Big river. 

New paper. 

Hello, Memphis. 
We're Dare, the weekly lesbian and gay newspaper. 

And we're glad to be here. 
We're committed to objective, reliable news 

coverage. But we'll also bring you interesting 
features, insightful reviews and a place to 

express your opinions - especially if they're different 
from ours. 

@m 
Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422 • (615) 292-9623 

L------------- ------------~ 

,_ , ____ 
Mondays 
llalltlDICAIEI 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 6:30pm. HIV Educallon Support Group. 
6pm. Family Support Group. 6:30pm. lr,o phone 615385-1510.' 
a.....lll'llp 
Closed Alooholits Anonyroous meeting for Qlj men il1d lesbians, 
Unitarian Churth, Nashville. 8pm. 
_, (Married il1d Gay Network) 

New group for married gay men. 1st & 3rd Mondays only. MCC­
Nashville. 8pm. Info prone 615 320-0288. 

Tuesdays 
YIIUIIIH1a..i.1AIIICIIIIIII 
Meeting f(J gay aoo lesbic11 Villderbill students, fa:ulty, slall aoo 
alurml. vaooerbill Divinity School, Room G 23.Nashville. 5:30pm. 
Info phone 615 298-9931. ...... 
Open meeting, MCC-Nashvtlle. 6:30pm. 
llalltlll1CAIEI 
HIV Education Support Groups. 7pm. Info phone 615 385-1510. 
lablr 1111 .. (Lesbian Alrohollcs Anonymous) 
Closed meeting, MCC-Nashville. 8pm. 

Wednesdays 
Sa AIINlcts Alaplols 
Closed meeting for gay men and lesbians. MCC-Nashville. 5:30pm. 
llalltlll1 CAIES 
AIDS/ARC Couples Support Group. 5:00pm. AIDS/ARC Support 
Group. 6:00pm. HIV Sup!X)rl Group. 7pm. lnlo phone 615 385-1510. 
MlSU a...-1 Aaoclllla 
Meeting for lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee Slate University 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni. 7pm. Info phone 615 893-2589. 

Thursdays 
llalltlll1 CAIEI 
HIV Support Groop. 6:30pm. Visualization group. 6:30pm. Info phone 
615385-1510. 
Alt .. lll'fls (Alooholics Anonymous) 
Closed meeting for lesbiillS and gay men, MCC-Nashville. 8pm. 
lllblll Mitt CIIIIIIIN al Alcallallcs (ACOA) 
Meeting. 8pm. Nashville. Info phone 615 385-4776 or 615 352-5823. 

Fridays 
Sallllllcs ....,_, 
Closed meeting, MCC~ashvllle. 5pm. 
..., ,.... llpport llnllp 
Meettng, MCC-Nashville. 7pm. Info phone 615 292--0817. 
Alcallllllcs a..,..a ,..._ 1111., llralp 
Meellng, Belmont United Melhodlsl Nashville. 7:30 pm. 

~turdays 
llalltlll1CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 4pm. Info phone 61 5 385-1510. 
llllrapallla C-IIJ Cll■cill-lluilvllla 
M(Jlgage Meal, all ~u can eat 7:30pm. $5 . . 
lla,Clllllllllwark 
Cablecast, Nashville Vlaoom Channel 35 (Community Ainss 
Television). 8pm. 

Sundays 
·--■• LIi• Cllm:II Worship servtoo, 11am. Nashville. Info phone 615 833-8581 or 615 
834-4491 . 
Mllrapallla C-IIJ Cll■cill-llalltHl1 
W(JShlp services, 11am and 7pm. Info phone 615 320-0288. 

Your nonprofit event can be listed free In Oa/r/s. Just drop a postc.rd 
or letter to a.., Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 
292-9623 and leave a message. Please loclude information alxlut 
Ume, locatton, cosl spoosor, il1d a oontiK1 peison's nane with 
clldress il1d.mr phone number for veriftcallon. 

EVlillts 
Saturday, October 29 
Hall1wt1 Party Talent show and raffle, follows 
Mortgage Meal. MCC-Nashville. 8:30pm. Dinner & 
party, $6. Party only, $3. Info phone 615 320-0288, 
615 885-8202 or 615 391-0222. 

Monday, October 31 
IIA110WEEI 

Wednesday, November 2 
Maatlng GCN/Nashville volunteer meeting. Towne 
House Tea Room, 165 8th Ave North, Nashville. 7pm. 

Thursday, November 3 
FIim Entertaining Mr. Sloane, Vanderbilt Lambda 
Association. 220 Garland Hall , Vanderbilt, Nashville. 
7pm. $1 donation. 

Saturday, November 5 
Super saturday Returns Get-out-the-vote 
program. Distribute reminders to newly-registered 
voters. Sponsored by Nashville Voters Coalition. Meet 
al Edgehill United Methodist Church, 1501 Edgehill 
Ave, Nashville. 10am. 

Benefit Party An Artrageous Evening Six Nashville 
art galleries open their doors to benefit local AIDS 
service organizations. Food, drink, and special 
entertainment. Transportation available on the Arts 
Bus. $35. Info phone 615 255-8895. 6:3(H0pm. 

Sunday, November 6 
Concert Romanovsky & Pfiillips, "the gay Smothers 
Brothers," with Marianne Osiel. Rrst Unitarian Univer­
salist Church, 1808Woodmont Blvd, Nashville. Spon­
sored by Tennessee Gay and Lesbian Alliance (T­
GALA). $7. Info phone Scott Osten, 615 385-1510 or 
615 269-4283. 

Monday, November 7 
Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance (T-GALA) 
Monthly meeting.Towne House Tea Room, 165 8th Ave 
North, Nashville. 7pm. Free. Info phone 615 297-4293. 

Tuesday, November 8 
ELECTNIN DAY Please vote. It's the least you-can do. 

Thursday, November 10 
Brownbag Lanell Seminar Gay Victims of the 
Holocaust, Peter Haus, professor of religion at 
Vanderbilt. Sponsored by Vanderbilt lambda 
Association. Sarratt Center, room 118, Nashville. 
Noon. Free. 

Elllpowarlng Woman: Yesterday, Today, Tomor­
row Margaret Cuninggim lecture by Malina Horner, 
President of Radcliffe College.Vanderbilt University 
Undeiwood Auditorium, Nashville. Sponsored by 
Vanderbilt Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center. 8pm. 
Free. Info phone 615 322-4843. 

Sunday, November 13 
F•lnlst B1ok Circle Meeting. Discussion of 
Going Out of Our Minds, by Sonia Johnson. First 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, 
Nashville. 5-7pm. Free. Info phone 615 298-9931 . 

Thursday, November 17 
Lecture Supporting Healthy Sexuality, author Ellen 
Bass. Sponsor: Gay Women's Social Group. YWCA, 
766 South Highland St, Memphis. Refreshments. $5. 
Info phone 901 324-6949. 
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It's Official: MTSU Lambda 
Association Recognize'd 

ByJEFFELUS 
Managing Editor 
Administrators at Murfreesboro's Middle 

Tennessee State University Monday granted 
official recognition to a support group formed 
last month by a group of lesbian and gay 
students at the institution. · 

MfSU Lambda Association was given offi­
cial student organization status Monday, ac­
cording to the group's newly-elected presi­
dent, Dan Webster. 

"We're very pleased to have gotten the offi­
cial word. Now we can proceed with the plans 
we've already made for the coming month~," 
he said. 

The somewhat low-key announcement 
came in the form of a memorandum -issued 
from the office of Vice President for Student 
Affairs Robert LaLance. 

Announcement of the group's formation 
and its recog•nition came in the wake of a series 
of articles which appeared in the campus 
newspaper, Sidelines, Websters.aid. 

Following those stories, which purported to 
paint a view of lesbian and gay life on the 
13,000-member campus, a rash ofletters to the 
editor appeared, fueling the controversy. 

Lesbian and gay student leaders sought to 
build a support group in light of the anti­
homosexual backlash evident on the MfSU 
campus, said Lambda member John Weaver. 

Ted White, director of minority affairs at the 
school, whose office is in charge of student 
organizations, said the Lambda Association's 
recognition was not unexpected. 

"We did have to ask them to make some 
changes in their constitution so that it would 
meet University policy. Probably 95% of all 
student organizations have to make some 
minor changes. We did not expect any prob­
lems or foresee any obstacles," White said. 

Despite rumors to the contrary, White said 
his office had received no complaints regard­
ing Lambda's application for recognition from 
the school. • 

AIDS-Afraid School Board Settles for $1.1 Million 
From STAFF REPORTS 
The Arcadia, Florida school board that barred three boys who had tested positive for the HIV 

antibody settled with the children's family for $1.1 million. The board had denied the boys the 
right to attend school because of the their HIV status. A national furor erupted over the decision, 
bringing notoriety; to the small town and increasing difficulties to the family. 

The Rays left Arcadia after arsonists destroyed their home in late August, 1987. • 

Kitty Dukakis Visits Memphis 
From STAFF REPORl'S 
Kitty Dukakis, the political activist who is married to Democratic Presidential nominee Michael 

Dukakis, paid a short visit to Memphis last Saturday as part of a get-out-the-vote· program. 
Dukakis met with over 400 supporters at a Petroleum Club lunch in her honor hosted by.-2th 
District U.S. Representative Harold Ford and former Tennessee Public Service Commissioner 
Jane Eskind. 

In her stump speech to the cheering crowd, Dukakis emphasized her husband's commitment 
to "women's issues" such as child care and the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Dukakis is we11-known for her personal commitment to AIDS issues. 
In September, she outlined an extensive federal AIDS policy program to the second national 

AIDS Conference in San Francisco, includirtg an executive order banning discrimination against 
' people with AIDS, ARC, or those who are HIV positive; fair pricing for AZf and other AIDS -

effective drugs; universal health care legislation; and increased funding for AIDS research, 
education and services. • 

Bush Says No to Homo -Foster Parents 
From STAFF REPORTS 
Vice President George Bush, the Republican nominee for President, has said that he does not 

think that lesbians and gay men are appropriate choices for foster parents. 
"I just don't favorthat. I think a child should be placed in a home ... with a mother and a father, 

and this in my view is the way it ought to be. Much more love in a situation like that, lasting love," 
Bush said. 

The remarks came at a Michigan press conference in response to a <]Uestion about Massa­
chussetts Governor Michaef Dukakis' controversial decision to deny foster children to gay men 
arid lesbians in Massachusetts. • · 
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Come out and play. 

This Halloween season, Dare staffers 
will be roaming through Halloween 

parties at your favorite haunts looking 
for the most playful costumes. 

We'll be armed with pairs of tickets to 
either Tennessee Repertory Theatre's ' 

Taming of the Shrew 
or Circle Players' Dracula. 
Judges' decisions are final. 

Tickets compliments of Dare, because 
we want you to come out and play. 

@=00 L ______ . ____ _J 

The bag-hag's choice. 
@\.'fu. 

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 
FRESH FROM OUR ROASTER 

II.AM Cl.MTR.AL,. 
I M P O R T E R S .A N D R O AS T E R S O F F I N E C O F F E E S 

Park Place on 
West End Avenue 
Nashville 

(615) 321-8530 

BEAN CENTRAL COFFEE 
Available at 
COOK'S NOOK . 
Bandywood in Green Hills 
COOK'S NOOK 
in Brentwood Place 
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WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 Franklin Rd, Nashville •615 385-9689 

• Unique Fresh-cut and Custom Silk Flower Arrangements • 
• Award-winning Designers • 

• Balloon Bouquets • Fruit and Gourmet Baskets • 
• We deliver anywhere in Metro Nashville • 

833-8555 • 4825 

llliil 
CICE 

Trousdale (at Blackman) 

TENNESSEE REPERTORY THEATRE 
, updates 

s4"f TM11Nfi 
Of THE SHREW 

- Bill Shakespeare is alive, well and living 
in the Sixties. And he invites you to 
experience the hippest version of his classic 
that you'll ever see. ' 

October 27 • November 12 

Polk Theater 
Temessee Performing Arts Center 

CentraTik 320-7172 TicketMaster 741-2787 · 

!)are October ~No,iember 3, 1988 

... Sentencing Commission 
continued from page 1 
Raybin said, but were unable to eliminate 

the statute. Instead, he said, the state legisla­
ture will have to act in order to decriminalize 
homosexual acts. 

"There is no reason at all why the Tennessee 
Sentencing Commission and the state legisla­
ture should take the step of reducing the crime 
from a felony to a misdemeanor without taking 
the next step and removing it from the books 
completely," said Sue Hyde of the Washing­
ton-based National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF). 

"To reduce it to a misdemeanor, I think, for 
most lesbians and gay men does not reduce the 
sting of the state's inappropriate role in our 
private lives. Gay men and lesbians have the 
same inalienable rights to private consensual 
sex acts as do heterosexuals," Hyde said. 

Consideration of the Commission's report is 
not likely until well into the legislature's 1989 
session. Only after the Judiciary Committees 
route the report to a particular committee will 

its various points be acted upon. 
Y_arious points in the Commission's report 

have come under fire from several diverse 
groups, including the Tennessee Sheriff's As­
sociation, Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) and the Tennessee Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance CT-GALA). Other proposed changes 
would reduce sentences for certain crimes and 
would eliminate mandatory jail terms for 
people charged with driving under the influ: 
ence (DUI). 

Reduction in mandatory sentences would 
-help to alleviate prison over-crowding in the 
state, Raybin said. Tennessee is currently 
under federal court order to reduce its inmate 
populations in the state's existing correction 
facilities. 

"In regard to homosexual acts, the 
Q:)mmission's logic had notl)ing to do with 
reducing inmate population, but instead had 
to do with the continued stigmatization of gay 
men and lesbians in Tennessee," NGLTF's 
Hyde said. • 

... fundamentalists attack GCN · 
continued from page 1_ 
time, Mitchell told Dare that "the [t]ide has 

turned. Since the story appeared in the Ten­
nessean, we've had a large number of phone 
calls in support of our position. 

"It's important that people contact their 
representatives on the [Metro Nashville] Coun­
cil. Many of those calling to complain aboutthe 
show, when we can finally make them under­
stand that we could not drop the show even if 
we wanted to because of our charter, many of 
those people then say that they will talk to their 
Councilman," Mitchell said. 

While it is not likely that the Council would 
move to change the CAT charter, Mitchell said 
that the Council could cut the station's funding 
in retaliation for its airing of the program. 

"In the end, they [the Council] will probably 
vote the way they're told to by voters call ing 
them," he said. 

If the Council were to try to interfere with the 
station's independence in programming, 
Mitchell predicted a fracas that would attract 
national attention. 

"I'm pretty sure the ACLU [American Civil 
Liberties Union] would be on it like white on 
rice .. .It would be national news. This would 

set Nashville's boomtown [status] back ten 
years," he predicted. 

The hour-long weekly program, produced 
in New York City, has segments on such things 
as current public affairs, health issues for lesbi­
ans and gay men, and entertainment news. 

Diane Easter, spokesperson for GCN/Nash­
ville, said in a phone interview that the group's 
leadership was rallying support for the show 
and for CAT to counter the pressure brought by 
the fundamentalist churches. 

Easter asked members of the lesbian and 
gay community and supporters to phone sta­
tion management and Viacom to express sup­
port for the show. At press time, 67 phone calls 
about the program had been received by CAT, 
32 in favor of GCN and 35 opposed, according 
to Mitchell. 

Easter said that she did notthink·it likely that 
the station would withdraw air time from the 
program, citing strong support from statio 
management on ,First Amendment grounds, 
but said that the group would not back away 
from a confrontation if the station's policy 
were to be changed. 

"If they do, we'll be talking with our attor­
neys," she said. • 

Catholic Cardinal Nixes 
Homophobic Violence 

By SnJART BMN 
Fditor 
New York City's John Cardinal O'Connor, 

long known for fierce political stands against 
homosexual rights, has denounced sexual 
orientation-motivated assaults and violence. 

According to The New York Times, 
O'Connor said in a sermon at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral that, "[a]nyone who does such a 
thing thinking it is justified by church teaching 
about homosexual behavior is grossly igno­
rant of what the church actually teaches." 

However, he continued by saying,"Since I 
have been the Archbishop of New York I have 
tried in every way I know how to make clear 
the church's teaching on homosexuality. The 

church teaches that homosexual behavior is 
sinful. As in every other situation, however, the 
church never condemns the sinner, only the 
sin. Some people seem to get this all mixed up. 
They take it upon themselves to condemn the 
sinner. 

"I wish I had language strong enough to 
condemn this kind of cruelty. Anyone who _ 
performs such· actions in the belief that he or 
she is in some w~y helping society is utterly 
stupid," O'Connor added. 
· The Cardinal then directly spoke to those 
who might commit such acts: "You do an evil 
thing. Whatever you pretend to be, do not 
pretend to be Christians.• • 



Volume 1, Number 32 Dare I 

-I■I- .--H_a_n_~_:_rtif-~-nM-~-s~-!-~-~-~-:-Pf-stl-in_i_c__, MURFREESBORO .ROAD 
ELECTROLYSIS CLINIC 

Permanent HaJr Removal 
Free Consultation 

Individual Desposable Probes By JAAN STUllGIS 
Staff Writer 
What a busy two weeks! And have I heard 

some juicy things ... 
On Oct. 16, I had a little(?) gathering of my 

friends to celebrate my, uh, 29th birthday. It 
was a festive affair and attendees came from as 
far away as Bowling Green in the K-Y state. 

Prominent party goers included Frank Ashe, 
Alan Jewell, James Holland, Bud Blackwell, 
Alan Coates, everyone's friend Tammy Wil­
lard, Lee Kirkpatrick, Tim Roberts, Billy Isaacs, 
Matt Nelson, Dana Blickwedel and Jim 
Hoobler. 

Most thoughtful gift? Well, my dears, it was 
a toss up between Bud Blackwell's Queensize 
panty hose O think he remembered the party 
on Holly Street recently and was shocked by 
my bare legs!) and Alan Coates' name plate, 
"Miss Sturgis, QQ" (Quality Queen, of course). 
I think that everyone had a good time, but 
Tammy and I certainly did dominate the con­
versation. 

Have you ever known Queens who were 
speechless?Well, it truly was a sightto behold. 

When I was out and about recently, I met a 
young man named Jon Aucion. Claims he was 
visiting from Baton Rouge. I seem to have a 
Baton Rouge fetish these days so I was particu­
larly interested in this person. Jon told me that 
he worked as a cook at a prominent country 
club in the City of the Red Stick and just loved 
seeing the Parthenon when he was doing 
touristy things in Nashville. 

Bumping into Steve Davidson the other day, 
he told me that he'd just taken the exam to be 
certified as a licensed clinical social worker. 
After he finds out he's passed, Steve's planning 
to open his own private practice in early '89. 
Y'all watch for his shingle! 

For those of you who don't have other plans 
on Saturday night and want to celebrate the 
gay national holiday Hallowe'en, those folks 
down at MCC have a humdinger of a time 
planned. Debbie Neely, coordinator for the 
affair (!), has wonderfully talented people line 
up to provide a star-studded show with the 
likes of Dejoure Shounte and Linda Burke. 

They're also planning a raffle where for a 
mere $1 you-or any other attendee- might 
be the winner of such tantalizing prizes as a 
$25 gift certificate ai: the World's End or two 
free admissions and free drinks all night at the 
Warehouse 28. 

I can already taste those Long Island Teas. 
AHHH ... maybe that's where I need to spend 
this Saturday night! 

Last weekend, yousay?Yes, it's true. I finally 
made it out of town. As part of my birthday 
present Alan Coates took me to Asheville, NC, 
to see the Biltmore mansion. 

Just after we got our tickets we ran over to 
the gift shop. What did our eyes behold? A pert, 
youngish man with a European bob named 
John Fortneney. He stood so statuesque in his 
black penny loafers that I just had to start up a 
conversation with him. Well, he told me he 
was originally from Pascagoula, Miss., but had 
lived in Baton Rouge for seven years. Did my 
ears perk up? 

Naturally, I asked if he found it open there. 
A snappy retort came back that I'd like it a lot! 
What blue-eyed gods won't one meet in the 
strangest places? 

Yes, the mansion itself is utterly breathtak­
ing; and the library, with its dichotomy of 

woods and imported hand painted ceiling are 
just to die for! It's rumored, too, that there was 
a secret passage from William Vanderbilt's 
room to the bachelor's quarters. 

I must tell you about the trip. If ever you get 
to Asheville, a stop for breakfast, lunch or 
whatever at the Stone Soup is surely in order. 
'Tis a quaint stone cottage where the workers 
actually own the business and they make the 
most flawless buns. So tasty! And the ambience 
reminded me of a leftover health food restau­
rant from the •60; or '70s - quaint and cozy! · 

Saturday night's meal was taken at the most 
wonderful restaurant: The Lake Lanier Tea 
Room in Tryon, NC. C.Ombining the aura of a 
log cabin with impeccable dining made for a 
most memorable experience. Our waiter 
didn't write a thing down and remembered 
everything perfectly. The food: an example of 
Old South cuisine at its finest! 

What's Tim Sharpe been up to lately? Dear­
hearts, he's started a job at Tempo's in Green 
Hills. You'll catch him at this trendy eatery on 
weekdays during lunch and one weekend 
night. Why not run in and say "how-dee"! 

Where have Penny Campbell and Paul 
Tucker been hiding lately? Greg Heiser, TSU's 
junior philosophy prof, has had them giving 
Gay 101 lectures to his ethics classes. Not only 
are there classes on the main and downtown 
campuses, but Paul and Penny have ventured 
to the Women's Prison, where they discovered 
a large number of lesbians. 

Shy and demure Diane Easter spilled her 
guts when she quietly whispered into the tele­
phone that she'd been to a lesbian wedding 
here in Nashville. Wedding goers spray 
painted slogans on the newlyweds' car which 
read• Getting girls" and "Girls just want to have 
fun!" Did you see that? In Nashville, no less. 

Diane promises to be out this Saturday for 
GCN/Nashville at the various Hallowe'en par­
ties around town. Watch for her and her 
stealthy crew as they may even 
photograph .. . you! 

She may also get a chance to capture the 
Dare duo on tape. Seems the intrepid staff will 
be bopping around from costume party to 
costume party giving out pairs of tickets to 
either Tennessee Rep's Taming of the Shrew£ 
or Circle Players' Dracula. 

The promotion, called Come Out to Play, 
involves running guerrilla raids on Halloween 
partie looking for "playful" costumes, the 
wearers of which will then be awarded a pair 
of tickets on the spot. Get it? Now some 
pseudo-literary person will probably make a 
crack abou~ "the play's the thing," or about Ann 
Taylor being a Playmate or something. Sigh. 

Speaking of Playmates, was that really Scott 
Osten (oops! I mean Gee! Scott Osten) in those 
pumps at the Nashville CARES Halloween 
pany?The group's staff, volunteers, and clients 
were treated to some real tricks, from what we 
hear. 

The folks at CARES , in addition to looking 
forward to John Bridges' benefit bash-to-end­
all-bashes - the Saturday, November 5 An Ar­

trageous Evening - are eagerly anticipating a 
benefit performance of Music of the Night at 
the Metro Dinner Theatre at World's End Res­
taurant Friday, November 11. 

Until next time, dearhearts, that's Sociables. 
If you've done anything of interest why not 
give me a call - 615 226-4034 (evenings). I'm 
dying to hear! • 

758-7458 
Stress Management 

AMTA Member 

Roxanne Isham, R.N. 

Patricia McCaffrey 
Electrologist, R.E. 

(615) 360-7630 

Friends Flawers & Gifts 

Citywide delivery 
ABBY R. RUBENFELD 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Credit cards acepted by phone 
FfD • Teleflora 

Park Place, Nashville• 615 321-5969 
• CHfATHAM & PALERMO 

43 MUSIC SQUARE WEST 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203 

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY 1988 
Monday, October 31 

Trophies for: 
•Funniest •Spookiest •Most Original •Best Drag 

Judging at 1 am 

Wh~t';New? 
~;~H~a§y.s·" .. :it·•· 
Free admission 

$3 cover 

Victor/Victoria's 
111 8TH AVE N, NASHVILLE/ 244-7256 

50~ Draft/$1.25 Bottled Beer 
All Nig~t Long · 

WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 Franklin Rd, Nashville •615 385-9689 

TELEPHONE 
(615) 244-4270 

>-'~ Now at Mills 
.. li]Jt 

-• 
• • 

l,l)ll .. MB/ 
] · _ :•i :1if New from the author of Nights in Aruba and 

> , :i · ' ;i'. Dancer from the Dance, Andrew Holleran's Ground ,' · : · ~:l::J~t~ Zero is a collection of essays that are at once fond 
·', · j&'i/J•,~:> remembrance of and somber eulogy for the romance 

MILLS 
BOOK 

STORES 

•· ·· and erotic freedom of a golden era. 
Hardcover, $16.95. 

. Since 1892, Nashville's full service bookstores. 

1817 21st Ave South 
383-5520 

Brentwood Place 
377-0460 

Belle Meade Plaza 
383-7002 

.. 
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.------ G-e_t _De_c_k-ed_O_u_t.------, em»ml■--1 
Our New Deck Is Open. 

BEER BUST 
Saturday 4 pm - 8 pm 
Sunday 4 pm - 8 pm 

New Hours! 

WEDNESDAY 
50¢ Draft $1.25 Bottle Beer 

••••••••••••••••••• 
Liberation Book Club 

P.O. Box 453 
South Norwalk, CT 06856 

The only national 
gay & lesbian book club . 

••••••••••••••••••• 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 
Saturday, October 29 

Costume Prizes 
Judging at 11 pm 

OCTOBER FEST 
Sunday, October 30 

Complimentary German Food from 
Mom's Kitchen 

2311 Franklin Road, Nashville 
269-5318 • Open 3 pm - 1 am 

Common Woman 
Bookstore 
( 402) 464-63()() 
Mastercard & Visa 
Mention this ad and we'll pay postage. 

Groups 
Agape New Life Church 
901 327-4145 

Aid to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC) 
Box 40389, Memphis 38174 
901 762-8401 or 901 458-AIDS 

American Gay Athelsts/M~phls 
Box 41371, Memphis 38174 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
Hedy Weinberg, Director 
Box 120160, Nashville 37212 
615 256-7028 
Lesbian"& Gay Anti-Violence Hotline 
615 256-7028 

Black and White Men Together 
Box 41773, Memphis 38174 
901 327-3753 or 901 452-5894 or 901 726-
1461 

Conductors 
Box 40261. Nashville 37204 

Feminist Book Circle 
Box 120372, Nashville 37212 
298-9931 

Metropolitan Community Church 
13115th Av North, Nashville 37203 
615 320-0288 

Mystic Krewe of Aphrodite 
Box 41822, Memphis 38174 

Nashville CARES 
Sandee Potter, Director 
Box 25107, Nashville 37202 
615 385-1510 
AIDS Crisis Line 
615 385-AIDS 

Nashville Women"s Alliance 
Box 120834, Nashville 37212 
615 366-0555 

National Organization for Women 
Box 40982, Memphis 38104 
Box 120523, Nashville 37212 

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(P-FLAG) 
Box 172031, Memphis 38187 
901 761-1444 

Phoenix (Gay AA) 
901 272-9549 or 901276-7379 or 901 454-

Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition, Inc. of 1414 
Memphis 
Box 40982, Memphis 38174 

Gay Alternative (radio show) 
Box 41773, Memphis 38174 

Gay Athletic Association 
Box 22914, Memphis 38122 
901 7 44-7312 

Gay Cable Network/Nashville 
Box 22011, Nashville 37202 
615 254-8250 

Gay Women's Social Group 
901 324-6949 or 901377-73123 

Human Response Council 
901 275-3536 

Kinship (Seventh Day Adventists) 
Box 171135, Memphis 38187 
901 754-6160 

Memphis Center for Reproductive Health 
1462 Poplar Ave, Memphis 38104 
901 27 4-3550 

Memphis Gay Coalltlon 
Box 3038, Memphis 38173 
901 324-GAYS 

Memphis Lambda Center 
241 North Cleveland, Memphis 
901 276-7379 

Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance (T­
GALA) 
Box 24181, Nashville 37202 

Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Task Force 
(TGLTF) 
Box 24181, Nashville 37202 

Tennesseans Keeping Abortion Legal and 
Safe (TKALS) 
Box 120871, Nashville 37212 
615 297-8540 

The Personals (computer bulletin board) 
901 27 4-6713 

Tsarus (Leather-Levi Club) 
Box 41082, Memphis 38174 

Vanderbilt AIDS Project 
Suite CCC5319 Medical Center North 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville 37232 
615 322-AIDS or 615 322-2252 

Vanderbilt Lambda Association 
Box 121743, Nashville 37212 

Wings 
(Leather-Levi Club) 
Box 41784, Memphis 38174 

Women of Leather 
181 North Willett, Memphis 38104 
901 726-5263 
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Clubs 
Allen Gold's 
1100 Mccallie Av, Chattanooga 

Another Bar 
1351 Autumn, Memphis 
901 278-9353 

Aparbnent 
343 Madison Av, Memphis 
901 278-4313 

Barbara's 
1474 Madison Av, Memphis 
901 278-4313 

Cabaret 
1711 Hayes St, Nashville 
615 320-7082 

The Chute 
2535 Franklin Rd, Nashville 
615 297-4571 

Chez Colette 
4071st Av South, Nashville 
615 256-9134 

Crazy Cowboy II 
2311 Franklin Rd,. Nashville 
615 269--5318 

The Gas Ute 
-1671/2 8th Av North, Nashville 
615254-1278 

GDI on the River 
287 S. Front St, Memphis 
901 526-1038 

J. Wag's 
1268 Madison Av, Memphis 
901 725-1909 

Juanita's 
1700 4th Av South, Nashville 
615 256-9681 

The Jungle 
306 4th Av South, Nashvile 
615 256-9411 

The Office 
130 Franklin St, Clarksville 
615 645-1157 

Pipeline 
1382 Poplar Av, Memphis 
901 726-5263 

Ralph's 
515 2nd Av South, Nashville 
615 256-9682 

Tom's Place 
1407 Market St, Chattanooga 

Victor/Victoria"s 
111 8th Av North, Nashville 
615 244-7256 

WKRB In Memphis 
1528 Madison Av, Memphis 
901 278-9321 

Warehouse 28 
2529 Franklin Rd, Nashville 
615 385-9689 

The World's End 
1713 Church St, Nashville 
615 329--3480 

On Tuesday, 
November 8, 

America will choose 
your future. 

Be there. 

Vote. 
It's the least 
you ean do. 

OCTOBER 29, 30, 31 . 
WIN .. -• 

Grand Prizes: · , .. -: .. ,. 
. ·::: \ . 

A four-day, three-night trip for two to Nassau. 
Includes air and ground transpo_rtation, 
hotel accommodations and a lot more. 

A foiJr-,day, three-~ight trip to Orlando. 
Includes air transportation for one, 

hotel accommodations, an Alamo· rental car 
with unlimited free mileage anp 

admission to Sea ·world. 

· A 4.5" black & white TV/AM-FM clock radio. 

•·• Theiop winner each night will win . 
· .-. dinner for two at Billy B.ob's Restaurant 

:-•· .•. ·.· ,•• 

The three nightly winners wm compete .. 
in the finals October 31 for:the' Grand Prizes. 

Costumes will be Judged on· :;:\~: · · 
Originality · 

Workmanship 
and Presentati.on 

Rented or purchased costumes will be disqualified. 
. ~-

Pick up an entry blank from any Chute employee. 

,,,. \ . EVERYDAY · 
.2-fqr-:-"1 Happy Hour 5 pm-8 prn . 

. _ . . . . _ . _... . · . WEDNESDAY . 
· \~~ · · _ · •·• · . ' . 50¢ Draft Night 

· ~~1'[I~M Home of Billy Bob's R.estaurant 
~'W ~ · & General Store 

2535 Franklin Rd, Nashville 
(615) 297-4571 

7 
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Fri ~~-·•iria••l4r~~i$•··:••••: 
HotiNew Faces 
Dancing AltNightffitti~( 
Award-'vyi,Q9,l09 · 
Sounq§ §!Jf 
Eddie Denson 

WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 Franklin Rd, Na~hville •615 385-9689 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 
'To'Ifwne ·j-{ouse • • • • 1(estaurant • • • Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm 

165 Eighth Avenue North • 254-1277 

'The ; 
(jas Lite 

Lounge .. .. 
I .• 

Monday-Thursday 4:30 pm - 1 am !, •. I 

Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am · ·· ·- ··· -·· -

Sunday Noon - 1 am 
167 1/ 2 Eighth A_venue North • 254-1 278 

"America has gone dotty over anyone with a 
title, even ifthayhava onaaye, one lag, orthay'ra 
gay." 

-Cindy Adams, New York Post 

"No, because I'm not." 
-Brian Boitano, who won the gold medal in 

men's figure skatirig at the 1988 Winter Olym­
pics, when asked in a television interview if it 
bothers him that EX:Ople assume that he's gay. 

"In the past, the stars who have been injured 
by playing gay roles have been those who were 
so natural that they seemed to be playing them­
selves." 

-• A Reluctance to Play Gay," Timemagazine 

"I thought I was the only one uncomfortable 
with the increasing use of the word 'queer' as a 
generic word to mean gay. I've heard that argu-

October 2S-Novembcr 3, 1988 

mant, too, about 'reclaiming' words. Somehow, 
I have failed to notice black people reclaiming 
the word 'nigger' or Hispanic people reclaiming 
the word 'spic.' And I, as a woman, have no 
desire to reclaim either 'broad' or 'chick.• So 
why, as gay people, are we using 'queer?' 
'Reclaiming' or continued internalized homo­
phobia?" 

-Nina D. Boal of Baltimore in a letter to the 
editor of Gay Community News 

"A medical examination in August of Senator 
Dan Quayle, Republican candidate for vice 
president oftha United States, found him in good 
health, but he did have 'a small rectal tear in the 
past,' says the Associated Press. 
Mmmmmmmmmmm." 

-Boyd McDonald in his column "Sex in the 
News" in The Guide to the qay Northeast 

Tennessee Rep Tries Fluorescent Shrew 
From STAFF REPORTS 

• William Shakespeare may just rock and roll 
• over in his grave. • • Tennessee Repertory Theatre, Nashville's 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • professional troupe in its fourth year of resi-

in concert 

Romanovsky & Phillips 
~MOTIONAL ROLLERCOASTER TOUR 

design and typesetting Guerrilla Gniphics 

and Marianne Osiel 
Sunday, November 6, 1988 

7:30 p.m. 
First Unitarian Church 

1808 Woodmont Boulevard, Nashville 
sponsored by 

the Tennessee Goy & Lesbian Alliance 

Tickets $7 available from: 
Mills Bookstore Hillsboro Village 
Office of Dr. Deborah Kowalski 

Scott Osten 385-1510 / 269-4283 

dence atthe Tennessee Performing Arts Center 
(TP AC), has taken the Bard's farcical classic, 
The Taming of the Shrew, and set it in 1969. 

One of Shakespeare's most popular and 
enduring comedies, The Taming of the Shrew 
is a boisterous, rowdy farce surrounding the 
age-old combative characteristics of hetero­
sexual men and women. Often termed "The 
Original Battle of the Sexes," Shakespeare's 
Shrew concerns the continuing attempts of 
young Petruchio to tame, and eventually 
marry, the ill-humored Katherina. 

Interspersed thoughout this on-going war of 
wits and words is Shakespeare's spirited use of 
mistaken identities and unexpected subplots, 
taking the audience on a rollercoaster ride of 
unabridged comedy. 

Tennessee Rep will utilize may of the ele­
ments of the Sixties Era in staging this produc­
tion, including Sgt. Pepper-like costumes of 
the times (complete with bellbottoms and 
lovebeads), a kaleidoscope-painted "magic 
bus," and an extensive, mood-enhancing 
soundtrack of rock and pop songs of the psy­
chedelic era. 

New York's Becky London and Nashville's 
Myke Mueller head the cast as Katherina and 
Petruchio respectively. 

London has appeared off-Broadway in 
Psyco Beach Party and Vampire Lesbians bf 
Sodom, which just completed four years and 
1,200 performances at the Provincetown Play­
house. 

Mueller, a recipient of the Tennessee Arts 
Commission's Ingram Acting Fellowship 
A ward, is a speech and theatre graduate of the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He is a 
vete~an ofTennessee Rep productions, includ­
ing The Pirates of Penzance, Jesus Christ Su­
persrar, To KiJJ a Mockingbird, Camelot, A 
Midsummer Night's Dream and If I Live to See 

Becky London, Katherina in Tennessee Repertory 
Theatre's production of Shakespeare's Taming of the 
Shrew, lists among her credits a role in the long-running 
Provincetown production of Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom. 

Next Fall. 
Also in TRT's Shrew are W. Dennis Hunt,Joe 

Mahowald, Denice Hicks, Cliff Jewell, Mark 
Cabus, Mark DeLaBarre, Joe Keenan, Gus 
Gillette,Jackie Welch, Barry Scott and Doreen 
Daniels. 

Darewill award free pairs of tickets to Shrew 
and Circle Players' Dracula this weekend to 
Halloween partygoers as part of the 
newspaper's Come Out and Play promotion. 

TRT's The Taming of the Shrew opened last 
night in the Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center's Polk Theatre with additional 8 p.m. 
performances set for Oct. 28, 29, Nov. 3, 4, 5, 9, 
10, 11 and 12. Sundaymatinees(2:30p.m.)are 
scheduled for Oct. 30 and Nov. 6. Tickets, 
ranging from $8 to $16.50, are available at all 
CentraTik and Ticketmaster outlets. Tickets 
can be reserved over the telephone by calling 
615 320-7172 or 615 741-2787. • 



Volume 1, Number 32 DIIN -1---______ ---
Mondo Mundane 

· Mundanes World. Judy Grahn. Freedom, CA: 
Crossing Press, 1988. $8.95 paper. 191 pages. 

By SHERRE DRYDEN 
Entertainment &iilor 
Judy Grahn is well known as a poet ( Work of 

· a Common Woman) and chronicler of lesbian 
culture (1be Highest Apple: Sappho and the 
Lesbian Poetic Tradition and Another Mother 
Tongue: Gay Words, Ga_v Worlds). With her 
first novel, Mundane's World, Grahn attempts 
to add to that chronicle a fictional re-visioning 
of women's history. 

Mundane's World centers on Ernesta, pre­
pubescent member of the Snake clan, daugh­
ter of the mystical Donna. Donna and her 
siblings (three sisters Ernesta calls Aunts One, 
Two and Three and brother Blueberry Jon) are 
the children of the "great Mundane, who is 
currently on a lasting journey." 

through an insistence on the essentiality of the 
female. 

Grahn makes it unclear when and where the 
novel is set. Mundane's world could be a 
utopian, post-nuclear holocaust future, a pre­
historic past, a planet other than earth. Grahn 
tells us only that 

Although it is not immediately apparent, 
Grahn limits the human females of Mundane to 
one, very traditional, role - _motherhood. 
Superficially, they play an integral part in the 

there are four 
clans in the city 
of Mundane, 
each respon­
sible for differ­
ent aspects of 
daily life. 

Snake is the 
clan of transfor­
mation, balance,­
healing and mix­
tures. The Bee 
clan, the clan of 
Ernesta's friend 
Jessi-ma, deals 
with construc­
tions, water and 
the keeping of 
measurements. 

The publisher 
reveals, how­
ever, that 
Mundane's 
World is a "pre­
historic" novel, 
and quotes 
Grahn: 

"I think of 
myth as our 
mind and of the 
ancient myths as 
our ·memory. 
For the collec­
tive minds of 
modern women, 
particularly 

Although it is not 
immediately apparent, 

Grahn limits the human 
females of Mundane to 

one, very tra.ditional, role 
- motherhood. 

Superficially, they play an 
integral part in the daily 

life· of the community. They 
make buildings, weave 

baskets, direct ritual 
ceremonies. Yet Grahn 

repeatedly connnects the 
female with the color red 

(menstruation), with 
breasts, with cooking and 

other modes of 
(pro)creation. The idea of 

woman-as-mother is 
extended to non-human 

females. 

daily life of the 
community. 
They make 
buildings, 
weave baskets, 

· direct ritual . 
ceremonies. 

Yet Grahn 
repeatedly 
connnects the 
female with the 
color red (men­
struation), with 
breasts, with 
cooking and 
other modes of 
(pro)creation. 
The idea of 
woman-as­
mother is ex­
tended to non­
human females. 
A mouse and a 
bush are dis­
cussed primar -
ily in terms of 
maternity. The 
bush worries 
that her babies 

. (berries) do not 
reach fertile 
ground and 
grow. The 
mouse exists 
only to repro-
duce. 

Euro-American women, re-v1s1oning our 
memories means going back in time beyond 
our colonizations ... " Grahn fails to provide the 
information needed to make this connection 
betwee n Mundane and the lives of modern 
women. Instead of fulfilling Grahn's vision of 
an mtensely personal document of our history, 
Mundane's World is, unfortunately, just one 
more title in the growing list of "feminist• 
fantasy fiction. 

The mouse 
and the bush are not merely examples of the 
females in nature. Grahn insists on the equal 
importance of all living things. Both are re­
ferred to as "women", the mouse's mates as 
"men." The bush is the spiritual mate of 
Donna, Ernesta's mother. Ernesta and Jessi­
ma are punished for causing pain to a tree. 

Grahn congratulates , the human females, 
who seem to have widely ranging importance 
within their society, with the non-human 
females, which find only reproduction impor­
tant. Human females, then, are reduced - in 
the mythical world of Mundane if not in mytl:i 
- to the single role of maternity. • 

Within the context of a really rather charm­
ing coming:-0f-age story, Grahn concentrates 
on two themes, the importance of mysticiml 
and ritual a¢ the equality of all living things, 

Nashville CARES. 
Won't you care, too? 

Nastiville Council on 
AIDS Resources, Education and Services 

Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202 
Education call (615) 385-AIDS 

For information on 
individual or group counseling call (615) 385-1510 

uanita's 
1700 4th Ave. S., Nashville (615) 256-9681 

Halloween Party 
Monday, October 31 

Costume Prizes 
Judging at 11 p.m. 

Hard work. 
Tight 

deadlines. 
No pay. -

Dare 
is accepting applications for 

writers in Chattanooga, 
Clarksville, Memphis 

and Nashville. 

Learn the ins and outs of 
community-oriented 
journalism with us. 

And make a difference. 

Phone 615 292-%23 
or write: 

Dare, Box 40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

. fi1@ · L ___________ _J 

Gay Matching 
For over six years, we've been 
matching compatible gay men all 
over the country. 

Our innovative computerized 
system offers a fast, convenient, 
and inexpensive way of finding 
compatible dates. 

It's the hi-tech solution to that 
age-old problem. 

Call for our free information packet. 

~G:JUIIOO(!)~~II - -
sog;~J_3;!!69 , '-

• 

Juanita's Cap Week 
October 31-=-November 5 

Wear your Juanita's cap and get 
happy hour prices. 

The voice 
in the 

wilderness. 

Watch Gay Cable Network/ 
Nashville 

Saturday, October 29 
8p.m. 

Exclusively on 
Nashville Cable Channel 35. 

GAY (jftBLE NETWORK 

Nashville 
61 5 254-8250 
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A Clear 
Choice for 
President 

With the presidential election just a little more than a week away, · 
Americans are faced with making what will probably be one of their 
most difficult decisions - Michael Dukakis or George Bush? 

For us, the choice is clear. Michael Dukakis is the best candidate for 
the job. 

Since the presidential sweepstakes got under way some 18 months 
ago - from the first rumblings of political organizing, to the Iowa 
caucuses and New Hampshire primaries, to Super Tuesday and on to 
the national party conventions in Atlanta and New Orleans-we have 
been inundated by commercials, diatribes, speeches and rhetoric. 

Many among us, early on, threw our "support to other candidates, 
and we, as lesbians and gay men, were assured of our important role 
in the Democratic party. When the dust settled in Atlanta in July, our 
choice became clear. Michael Dukakis should be elected president. 

In August, amid the sultry, humid heat of the Lousiana bayou, the 
Republicans made their disdain for gay men and lesbians evident by 
the outright hostility they directed at our community. The nomination 
of Gewge Bush and his running mate, hapless Indiana Senator Dan 
Quayle, served notice that lesbians and gay men are not welcome in 
the Republican party. 

Our choice for president became clearer. Michael Dukakis should 
be elected president. 

Our reception at the respective conventions of the two major 
political parties, however, is not the only evidence we offer in support · 
of the candidacy of Michael Dukakis and his running mate, Texas 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen. 

Rather, it is the Dukakis-Bentsen positions on gay and lesbian issues 
which illuminate our choice. 

A Dukakis position paper on the concerns of gay men and lesbians 
states: "Every American should have the opportunity to live his or her 
life fully and openly and to contribute and participate in the life of our 
country without fear or intimidation. 

"Our civil rights laws acknowledge that discrimination on the basis 
of factors such as race, sex, religion, age, national origin; or disability 
is fundamentally unfair. 

"Discrimination against an individual because of bis or her sexual 
orientation is no less unfair." 

Dukakis has pledged his support of lesbian and gay civil rights leg­
islation and has vowed to take the lead in ensuring our freedom from 
discrimination and hatred: 

"I take great pride our nation's heritage as a refuge from persecution, 
a place where everyone should have the opportunity to realize their 
full potential without arbitrary limitations imposed on them. Intoler.=-· 
ance and discrimination, no matter how subtle, diminishes us all, it 
diminishes our country," Dukakis has stated. 

Further, he has pledged to set an example for other government 
officials and members of his administration. He reassures us, giving us 
hope for the future -a future that is unattainable if we continue on the 
course set by the Reagan administration and the course certain to be 
followed by a Bush-Quayle administration. 

"Presidential leadership means setting a tone for the federal admini­
stration and for the country. I would insist as President. .. that the mem­
bers of my administration would be sensitive to the needs of all groups 
in our society, including gay men and lesbians. 

"I would oppose any administrative or legislative attempt to restrict 
the access of individuals or organizations to any government funded 
programs on the basis of sexual orientation. Where gays and lesbians 
have special needs different from the other people served by a govern-
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ment program I would expect sensitivity to those needs. 
'"Sexual orientation' should not, in and of itself, be cause for denying 

security clearances or consititute grounds for extraordinary employment 
review." 

On the sensitive issue of AIDS, Dukakis calls the disease "the most 
serious threat to the public health we have faced in our lifetime." 

As president, he will work diligently, using whatever resources are 
necessary to prevent the spread of the virus, to find a cure, develop a 
vaccine and care for people with AIDS and AIDS-Related Complex 
(ARC). 

The Republican ticket, headed by George Bush, refuses to mention 
lesbians and gay men arid will only skirt the issue of AIDS as a threat to 
the American family. 

Recent polls have shown.the Bush-Quayle ticket leading the Dukakis­
Bentsen tandem by a sizable, but not overwhelming, margin. As a result, 
many people seem to have lapsed into a lackadaisical mindset toward 
the presidential election. 

But our.hope is not lost. We can make a difference. The lead enjoyed 
by the Republican ticket is not insurmountable. We can elect an admini­
stration that is sympathetic to our cause - the cause of justice and of 
freedom from bigotry and government-sponsored oppression. 

On November 8, we urge you to elect Michael Dukakis our next 
president. 

It may well be the most important vote you will ever cast. • 
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BACKSTREET On Tuesday, 

November 8, 
America will choose 

your future. New Group for Black Lesbians 
Dear Dare, 
An open letter to my sisters: 
Hello. After spending three months in Nash­

ville, I've only met three gay black women here 
- well actually two O already knew one of 
those three before I moved here. 

Well, I know there are more than four of us 
in this town, and I'd like to put us in touch with 
each other! Let's pool our resources, share our 
interests, voice our opinions and have some 
fun!! 

We have so much to offer each other, so 
much to share. We are developing a Black 
Lesbian Support/Social Group in an effort to 
bring us together. 

If you are interested in meeting other sisters 
and sharing ideas and information about 
places to go and things to do around town, or 
you just wanttotalk, give me a call at(61S) 352-
4~7 Oeave a message), write us c/o Nashville 
Metropolitan Community Church, 131 Fif-

teenth Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37203, 
and/or stay tuned to Dare!!! 

We're looking forward to meeting you- Les 
Femmes Unis! 

Thanks for the space. I'll drop you a line 
occasionally to let you know both what kind of 
response we get and what's going on. 

Yours, 
Patrice D. Lee 
Nashvi/Je 

Dare welcomes ~r opinions. Letters and longer Soaptm 
submissions may be mailed lo Box 40422, Naslriille, TN 37204-
0422 Please lype doublespaced. We reserve lhe righl lo edil for 
lellfJlh. Oelamaklly malerial will not be published. All le11e!s roost be 
signed and include Ille aulho(s name. illdress and phone number for 
verificallon. Names may be wilhheld on request All letters will be 
assumed inlended for publicallon unless ex~lcllly noled othe!wise. 
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An Open Mind in the 56th District 
By DEBORAH BURKS 
Staff Writer 
As November 8 draws near, political candi­

dates are putting in their last, intense efforts on 
the campaign trail. 

And with all the media coverage focused on 
the Presidential election, you may have forgot­
ten about state races. Granted, most of them 
aren't very exciting- the majority of the avail­
able state house and senate seats are being 
sought by unopposed incumbents. 

In Davidson County,John Hicks is seeking 
his fourth term in the state senate in an uncon­
tested race. All eleven of Davidson county's 
state representatives are seeking reelection 
and, with the exception of Jan Bushing in the 
56th district, none of these incumbents will 
face serious opposition on Election Day. 

As already noted, the race for state repre­
sentative in the 56th district is an exception to 
the other dull races - an exceptionally good 
candidate is running in an exceptionally hot 
race. 

The 56th district encompasses Nashville's 
Green Hills, Belmont/Hillsboro area, Vander­
bilt, and parts of Sylvan Park. The di.strict has 
several predominantly Democratic precincts 
and several predominantly Republican pre­
cincts. This dichotomy is perhaps the major 
factor in the unpredictability of this race. 

Jan Bushing, seeking to represent the 56th 
district for a second term in the state house, is 
being challenged yet again by Republican 
Beth Halteman. Bushing narrowly defeated 
Halteman two years ago, winning by only 62 
votes! (Remember this when you hear that old 

excuse •oh, why should I? My vote doesn't 
really count.) 

Born and raised in the 56th district, Bushing 
has serv~d this community by organizing such 
groups as the Hillsboro/West End Neighbor­
hood Association and Adoptive Parents of 
Nashville. She is also a graduate of Vanderbilt 
University. 

During her two-year term in the state House, 
Bushing served on the General Welfare Com­
mittee and the State and Local Government 
Committee. 

For her work on issues related to children 
and youth, she was selected as Legislator of the 
Year by the Tenessee Coalition on Child 
Abuse. Bushing sponsored legislation to pro­
vide state funds for domestic violence shelters. 
She also opposed the bill requiring parental 
consent for abortions. 

Incidentally, she's the exceptionally good 
candidate in this race. 

Bushing's opponent, Beth Halteman, is a 
political science professor at Belmont College. 
She is a graduate of David Lipscomb College 
and Vanderbilt University. The conservative 
votes associated with these colleges represent 
Halteman's base of support. With constituents 
at my alma mater, David Lipscomb University, 
don't expect this candidate to be open­
minded. 

In contrast, Bushing is an open-minded, 
progressive legislator whose willing to work 
with her constituents, even lesbians and gays. 

The 56th district race is interesting and 
important. Watch it, but more importantly, 
remember to vote on November 8! • 

· Vintage and Alternative 
Clothing And Accessories 
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Be there. 

Vote. {'! Looi~ Awnoo 

~ 
Behind Friday's 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615 329-3537 

It's the least 
you ean do. 

,-------------------------7 

Personal: "Hi! Gene!" 
Now, for a limited time only, you can get up-dose 

and personal without deaning out your wallet. Dare Personals. 
A hundred characters. Two weeks. Five bucks. 
Just mark the "Special" box on the order form. 

This offer won't last forever, so get crackin'. 
Questions? Phone 615 292-9623 

or write: Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 1N 37204-0422. 

(i1ft> L _________________________ ~ 

TICl<ETMASTBI 741-2717 
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-ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Now forming: support group for black lesbians. Les 
Femmes Unis, c/o MCC-Nashville, 13115th Ave. N., 
Nashville, TN 37203 

• Join GCN/Nashville Staff! Be at the Towne House 
Tea Room Nov. 2, 7pm for our volunteer meeting. 

• WANTED: SIXTEEN GOOD MEN who can sing and 
read music for gay men's chorale. For info phone Steve 
Carson, 292-6056. 

• VANDERBILT LAMBDA's new film series-next: "En­
tertaining Mr. Sloane·, 7pm Thursday, Nov. 3, in 220 
Garland ($1 ). Be th~re. Or be straight. 

•LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Dare is 
accepting applications for writers. Learn community­
oriented journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box 
40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-292-9623. 

• Gay or lesbian teenagers who would like to meet 
others a~d are interested in forming a support group in 
Nashville: write Box 158002, Nashville 37215-0082. 
All correspondence held in strictest confidence. 

. • New: business notes - a 1/32 page notice display ad 
at a special introductory rate. Let the community know 
you're there for pennies per reader. Ann Taylor, Dare 
Advertising Sales Coordinator, 615 352-5823 

REAL ESTATE 
• Male roommate wanted. Share luxury home with 2 
other males. $250/mo. plus utilities. 615 822-6623. 

• Luxury townhouse for rent. 3 BR, 2.5 bath, fireplace, 
2-car garage w/ opener, all appliances incl. washer/ 
dryer & refrig. Pool, tennis.Very nice, private and 
wooded. Must see! $600. 615 758-8150. 

PERSONALS 
• Oh, my Mandy. Hope this birthday is the BEST one 
yet. God's will and all that: Don't worry, be happy. Love 
and kisses, Annie. 

•xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxox 
Hey! Sweetie!! I'm crazy about you, too! 
xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxox 

• Yng WM looking for tal I romantic WM between 19-
30 yrs old. Prefer blond. Mustache welcome. DARE 
DRAWER 21. 

• GWM, 27. 5'8", 140. Very attractive. Smart. Creative. 
Witty. Student. Seeks similar high caliber guy to love. 
DARE DRAWER 20 

All ads run two consa:utive weeks and cost 
•$10 for up ID 100 characters 
•$20 for up ID 200 characters 
•$30 for up ID 300 characters 
• and so on. 

We reserve the right to edit ads for length, and ID reject any ad. ~ually explicit or 
exploitative ads will not be accepted. No ad will be accepted without signature and 
advance payment in full. 
Response drawers are available if you do not wish ID use your own add=. 
To respond to a response drawer ad, write to: 

Dare Clawer I 
Bcx40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

Ads recei\1ed bJ noon Tuesdar-,will run the following Friday. 
Questions? Phone 292-9623 or 352-5823 for information. 

I! ADDRESS_________________ @I I ____________ ZIP____ ]I 
f PHONE (Day) _________ (Evening}._______ iilil 
f I ~ertify that I am the person named above. No ad will be accepted without signature. J1 

·; Signed________________ ,,:,. 
1
1
I Do you want a res~onse drawer number? 0 Yes. Add $5 per two-week period. ;1.jl 
J Run this ad for o 2 weeks o 4 weeks o 6 weeks o_ weeks n• 
II This ad costs O $5 PERSONAL SPECIAL O $10 O $20 O $30 O $_ for 2 weeks $ __ fl 
f OFFICE usE ONLY +response drawer charge $ 5.00 JI f 1_____ o_____ + BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00 [·I 

.,, y = Subtotal $ ?,-

1:: A=======-=--= :========= x number of two-week periods == [J I: .__ _ _________ __, TOTAL COST $ __ fl 
II Please enclose check or money order for total amount, payable to Dare. fl 
II Send to : Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422 @1 
1:1 Ads received by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday. ::111 II Please print one character per box. A character is any letter, numeral, space or punctuation mark. @1 
i We reserve the right to edit for length. t· 

._._ ... __ ,.. _____ ,w..,, ... , ... ,I 

Sunday, October 30 
A Salute to 

Miss Gay USA and her 
Southern Court 

Starring 
TOMMIE ROSS, Miss Gay USA 1988 

SIERRA NICOLE, Miss North Carolina 
SHELLY STONE, Miss South Carolina 

RITA ROSS, Miss Tennessee 
CHENA KELLY, Miss Florida 

MONICA MUNRO, Miss Central South 

Halloween - Monday, October 31 
A Black and White 

Night of Fright 
Prizes for two best costumes 

A weekend in Ft. Lauderdale 
including 

•round trip airfare on 
American Airlines 

•accommodations at the Howard 
Johnson's on the strip and 

• rental car. 

October 2S-Novembcr 3, 1988 

WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 Franklin Road, Nashville •(615) 385-9689 
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