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Transsexual's ~- ~ ~ Police Look 
Murderer ............ for Killer 
On Trial ByJEFFEWS 

Managing &Jitor 

Torturer Confesses 
ByJEFFEWS 
Managing &Jito.r 
One of the two men accused of beating, 

torturing and beheading their trans.sexual 
housemate in January, 1987, Tuesday admitted 
in Criminal Court that he was guilty of fatally 
injuring the woman. 

Ralph David Frantzreb testified that he and 
Kenneth Poole dismembered the body of 
Michelle Byrne, burying parts of her body and 
dumping her head and torso into the Cumber­
land River. 

Trans.sexual -Michelle Byrne was beaten 
and tortured prior to her murder by the two 
men, Poole's estranged wife had earlier testi­
fied. 

FELa...-.AtNl 

Metro Police are continuing their search for 
the man suspected of murdering Vernon Lester 
Larkin in his Hickory Valley area apartment last 
week. 

The Nashville computer operator was 
found dead last Wednesday after his mother 
called officials at the Knolls apartment com­
plex, saying she had been unable to reach her 
son for several days. 

Larkin, 30, was found gagged and bound 
and lying between a cocktail table and a sofa in 
his blood-spattered apartment around 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday, September 7. He was wearing 
blue jeans, shirt and boots and apparently had 
been struck several times with a blunt instru­
ment. 

Cindy Jo Poole told the court the two men 
attacked Byrne after her apparent failure to 
make rent payments on time. After that, she 
testified, the men beat and tortured Byrne 
while chiding her for being born a man. 

The NAMES Protect National AIDS Qlllt, bearing the names of over 8,000 Americans who have died from 
AIDS, will return to Washington on the the first anniversary of the historic March on Washington for Lesbian and 

Larkin had last been seen leaving The 
Jungle, located at Fourth Avenue South, the 
preceding Sunday with a transient who is now 
the prime suspect in the slaying. 

Policesaidtheyaresearchingforamanwith 
a stocky build who is about 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
weighing around 180 pounds. He is described 

continued on page 5 •1 did not intend to kill her. I did not intend 
to .maim her. I just wanted my money,• 
Frantzreb testified Tuesday. 

Frantzreb chose to testify about his role in 
Byrne's death when he learned his sister had 
turned over to prosecutors a packet of letters 
he had sent her last summer. Included in the 

Gay Rights, beginning October 8. 

Subsequent investigations revealed that 
Byrne was being sought on chargesofkidnap­
ing the child from Byrne's mother who had 
legal custody of the child. Byrne spent the first 
week of January, 1987, at the Metro Jail until it 
was discovered that the United States extradi­

packet was a letter ad- .----- ----------- - - tion treaty with Can-
dres.sed to Tennessee Fr I b V di I ada did not extend to 
Gov. NedMcWherter, an zre er C parental kidnaping 
containing a map of By JEFF ElllS of children. 
the· area where Managing Editor At that time, ac-
Frantzreb said he and After only two hours of deliberation, the jury in the cording to Cindy 
Pool had buried lurid transsexual murder trial of Ralph David Frantzreb Poole'sMondaytesti­
Byrne's hands and returned a guilty verdict Wednesday. mony, Frantzreb and 
feet. Frantzreb, 29, was found guilty of first degree murder Kenneth Poole con-

Byrne had asked and illegal disposing of a body, after two and a half days fronted Byrne about 
the Pooles, Frantzreb of testimony. her gender, but she 
and their four children Key prosecution witness Cindy Jo Poole _ whose denied being a trans­
to move into her Del- estranged husband, William Poole, will be tried on the sexual. 
mas Avenue duplex same charges at a later date - said she was pleased with "She said she had 
after meeting them at the verdict and lamented her lack of action during the always been a 
the st-Patrick's Cath0- grisly January 12, 1987, slaying of transsexual Michelle woman,• Poole said. 
lie Church shelter for Byrne. However, at a 
the homeless in De- "I'm just sorry I didn't have the nerve to get out of that January 12, 1987, 
cember, 1986. houseandcallthepolice,"CindyPoolesaidassheleftthe hearing, during 

Cindy Poole said court room after hearing the verdict. which Byrne hoped 
that Byrne wanted Asked why she did not contact authorities until two to regain custody of 
someone to care for months after the brutal attack on Byrne, Poole replied, her son from the Ten­
her six-year-old son ·cause I was scared." nessee Department 
while she was work- Frantzreb, who was given a life sentence, won't be of Human Services, 
ing. eligible for parole for 17 years. • her parents testified 

It was in Decem-. '------------------' she had been born 
ber, 1986, that Byrne first became known to 
local authorities when her son, Cedric, entered 
a Gallatin Road restuarant and said he had 
become frightened at home alone while his 
mother was at work. 

Louis Labonte and had undergone a sex 
change operation in 1985. · 

Later that day when Byrne, Cindy Poole and 
Leah Oliver (another woman who was staying 

continued on page 5 

Circle K Danias Baalth 
Cara Benefits to PWAs 

By DEBORAH BURKS 
Sta.ff Writer 
Circle K Corporation, the nation's second 

largest chain of convenience stores, has come 
under fire from civil libertarians and AIDS 
activists as a result of its controversial new 
insurance plan. 

The new plan, effective this past January, 
excludes health-care benefits for employees 
whose illnesses are caused by "self-inflicted 
wounds or lifestyle decisions.• 

According to the company P.Olicy, contract­
ing AIDS through any means other than a 
blood transfusion would be the result of a 
"lifestyle decision" and would lead to exclu­
sion from Circle K's health-care coverage. 

However, a story in the New York Times of 
August 11 reported the temporary suspension 
of Cirlce K's plan. Karl Eller, chair and chief 
executive officer of Circle K, said in a statement 
that • A general misunderstanding of the pol icy 
has arisen, and that needs to be clarified.• 

He also said a company review would focus 
on "clarification of language and some condi­
tional exclusions.• 

Meanwhile, gay/lesbian and AIDS activist 
organizations continued to boycott and zap 
Circle K stores around the country. Circle K has 
4,098 stores in 27 states. The company was the 
focus of several zaps planned by the AIDS 
Coaltion to Unleash Power (ACT-UP) at the 
Republican National Convention in August last 
month. 

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force's 
Urvashi Vaid said, •Even though Circle K's 
policy has been suspended (but not reversed), 
it is important to maintain the boycott of Circle 
K stores as well as zaps to keep up the pressure 
on Circle K." 

The Atlanta chapter of ACT-UP recently 
staged two demonstrations at Atlanta-area 
Circle K stores. In addition to a picket, ACT­
UP I Atlanta strategy consisted of sending cara­
vans of vehicles to purchase small quantities of 
gasoline with large bills. The group succeeded 

continued on page 5 
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September 
E

SPECIAL 
vents 

Mondays 
Nashville CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 6:30pm. HN Education 
Support Group. 6pm. Family Support Group. 6:30pm. 
Info phone 385-1510. 
Lambda Group 
Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting for gay men 
and lesbians, Unitarian Church. 8pm. 

Tuesdays 
Vanderbilt Lambda Association 
Meeting for gay and lesbian Vanderbilt students, 
faculty, staff and alumni. Divinity Room G 23. 5:30pm. 
Info phone 298-9931. 
Al-Anon 
Open meeting, MCC-Nashville. 6:30pm. 
Nashvllla CARES 
HIV Education Support Groups. 7pm. Info phone 385-
1510. 
Sober Sisters (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous) 
Closed meeting, MCC-Nashville. 8pm. 

Wednesdays 
Sax Addicts Anonymous Closed meeting for gay 
men and lesbians. MCC-Nashville. 5:30pm. 
Nashville CARES 
AIDS/ARC-Support Group. 6:30pm. HN Support 
Group. 7pm. Info phone 385-1510. 

Thursdays 
Naslmll1 CARES 
HN Support Group. 6:30pm. Info phone 385-1510. 
Alternatlns (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed 
meeting for lesbians and gay men, MCC-Nashville. 
8pm. 
Lesbian Adult Chlldrai of Alcoholics (ACOA) 
Meeting. 8pm. Info phone 3854776 or 352-5823. 

Fridays 
Saxahollcs Anoaym1a Closed meeting, MCC­
Nashville. 5pm. 
Alcolaollcs Anonymous Program Study Group 
Meeting, Belmont United Methodist 7:30pm. 

Saturdays 
Nashville CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 4pm. 
Metropolitan Community Cburcb-NashYlll1 
Mortgage Meal, all you can eat 7:30pm. $5. 

Sundays 
Manna New Ufe Cburch 
Worship service, 11am. Info phone 833-8581 or 
834-4491. 
Metropolitan Community Church-Nashvllla 
Worship services, 11 am and 7pm. Info phone 320-
0288. · 

Your lllllJm)I e'l'l!lll 131 be USEd free In Dales. Just drop a 
postcard orlellerlo .... lklx 40!22, NashviUe, TN37204--0422, or 
phone 292-9623 axl leM a message. Please Include Information 
mlltirre,locallon,msl,sponsor,illdalJllllil1person'snamewllh 
Dlress and.« phone number tor verlllcaUon. 

Saturday, September 17 
Take Back the Night 
March and rally for the end of violence 
against women. Sponsored by Nashville 
NOW. March begins at 6pm at both 
Metro Employees parking lot and at 
corner 9th and Broadway, concludes at 
Riverfront Park for rally at 7pm. Speak­
ers, music. Free. Info phone 298-2499 or 
226-0217. 

Friday, September 23 
Forging a New Foreign Policy for 
the '90s 
Conference, featuring U.S. Rep. Ron 
Dellums. Sponsored by Fisk University 
and the Nashville Peace Alliance. Friday 
sessions free, Saturday sessions $10 ($5 
limited income and students). Child care 
available. Fisk. University. Info phone 
327-1840. 

Saturday, September 24 
Gay Cable Network/Nashville 
Premier and celebration. Benefit for the 
Gay Cable Network/Nashville. Buffet and 
champagne, Warehouse 28. 7pm. $3. 
Info phone 385-9126. 

The Hotel Josephine! 
Musical comedy about "Mardi Gras in 
gay New Orleans.· Sponsored by 
Metropolitan Community Church, 
Huntsville. Von Braun Civic Center 
Playhouse. 7:30 pm. $6 donation 
requesttld. Info phone (215) 539-4235. 

Saturday, October 1 
Super Saturday 
Voter registration push. Project Vote and 
Nashville Voters Coalition. Edgehill 
United Methodist Church, 1502 Edgehill 
Ave. 9:3Dam--3:30pm. Free. Info phone 
244-4351 

Monday, October 3 
Tennessee Gar & Lesbian Alliance 
(T-GALA) Meeting, Towne House Tea 
Room. 7pm. Free. 

The weD~adjusted 
woman~ 

A woman's body needs attention from someone who knows women's bodies. 
Dr. Deborah Kowalski knows women's bodies. 

Natural health care for menstrual pain, fatigue, PMS, osteoporosis,stress and back pain. 
And, of course, it's drug-fr~. Naturally. 

Complimentary consultation. 
Dr. Deborah Kowalski• Chiropractic Physician• 108 Harding Place• 352-1234 

• Unique Fresh-cut and Custom Silk Flower Arrangements • 
~SWo • Award-winning Desi~ners • · 

•

-< ~ ~~ • Balloon Bouquets • Fruit and Gourmet Baskets • 
If• · '- ~, • We deliver anywhere in Metro Nashville• lllt:iilJ: 

-~ . 'l 833-8555 CIC IEJ 
48'25 Trousdale (at Blackman) 

-r-------------------------7 

The write 
stuff. 

Jeff Ellis 
Managing Editor 

&m 
Box 40422, Nashville, 1N 37204-0422 • (615) 292-9623 

L-------------------------~ 
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Co-Dependency 
Therapy Groups 

....-----.--,------ Kowalski Moved, Will 
Uanzta S Undergo Competency Testing 

for Gay Men , 
and Lesbians 

$30 per session 
12 weekly sessions 

Groups begin in early October 

Randy Buckner, M.Div. 
Cynthia Grissom-Smythe, M.Ed. 

356-9419 or 834-8498 

EMBASSY TRAVEL 
We 

specialize 
in personal 

service. 

615 383-1870 
TN Toll Free 800 548-1031 
3415 West End Ave, Suite 1 

Nashville, TN 37203 
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Sat 1 0am-2pm 

Every Tuesday, 11 :30 pm 
Talent Contest $50 Winner 
Starring Alexis Spaulding 

Every Wednesday, all night 
50-Cent Draft, $1 Bottles 

Every Thursday, 11 :30 pm 
New Fall Cast 

Every Friday and Saturday 
Non-stop Dancing with Eddie Denson 

Open 11 am- 3 am 

Beer Bust 
Wednesday 7 pm - 11 pm 

Saturday 2 pm - 6 pm 
Sunday 5 pm - 8 pm 

1700 4th Avenue South 256-9681 

Nashville CARES. 
Won't you care, too? 

Nashville Council on AIDS Resources, 
Education and Services 

Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202 
Education call 385-AIDS 

For information on individual or group 
counseling call 385-1510 

T 

Sunday, September 18 • 
MR. TENNESSEE USA 

Diana Hutton Hostess and Emcee 
Kevin Scott Reigning Mr. Gay USA 

Steff Mr. Florida USA 
Darlene Duncan MissNew York State 

Open at 8 pm 
Contest starts at 9:30 pm 

Pick up applications at the door or call 385-9689 
.T 

Starting Sunday; September 25 
Semi-finals for STARS 188 

.... ~ .... .... 
WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 Franklin Road •385-9689 

ByJEFFEW S 
Managing &iitor 
Sharon Kowalski this week was moved 

from the Minnesota nursing home where she 
has been living for the past three years to a 
Duluth area hospital for competency testing. 

Since 1985, Kowalski has been at the center 
of a heated legal battle between her lover, 
Karen Thompson, and her father, Donald 
Kowalski, to determine who is most fit to be 
her guardian. 

Results of the competency testing are ex­
pected by the end of October. The testing was 
ordered in February by Judge Robert 
Campbell. 

Although Minnesota laws mandate that an 
adult under guardianship be tested for compe­
tency on an annual basis, Kowalski has not 
been tested in the five years since the automo­
bile accident that has left her wheelchair­
bound and mentally impaired. 

"I'm glad Judge Campbell is concerned with 
Sharon, but I want to know why it took so 
long," Thompson said in a March interview, 
prior to her appearance at Vanderbilt 
University's Women's Week. 

The court-ordered testing will be carried 
out by Duluth-area physicians in consultation 
with Kowalski's court-appointed attorney 

Gary Pagliacetti. He told the court last Febru­
ary that he had visited his client and found her 
able to communicate effectively. 

Following the accident involving a drunk 
driver, Kowalski was .severely disabled and 
Thompson, assistant professor at St. Cloud 
(Minn.) State University, was forced to admit 
the nature of their relationship to Kowalski's 
then-unknowing parents. The Kowalskis took 
legal steps to prevent Thompson from playing 
any active role in their daughter's treatment. 

Thompson entered into a protracted legal 
battle with the Kowalskis to protect her lover's 
right to recovery and to ensure their rights as a 
couple. 

In 1985, Kowalski's father was appointed 
her legal guardian. 

The Thompson-Kowalski case has become 
widely known in the years since its inception. 
In August,. Sharon Kowalski's birthday was 
commemorated with fund-raising parties in 
Nashville and other cities nationwide for the 
Karen Thompson legal fund. 

According to Penny Campbell, one of the 
Nashville coordinators for the Sharon Kowal­
ski Birthday Party, the CBS news series, West 
57th, will present a segm~nt within the next 
few weeks chronicling the Thompson-Kowal­
ski story. • 

Plans Laid for NCOD 
ByJEFFEWS 
Managing &iitor 
Plans ~e still under way for the October 11 

observance of National C.Oming Out Day in 
Nashville. 

The day - which will commemorate the 
October; 1987, March on Washington for Les­
bian and Gay Rights - is being viewed as an 
opportunity for lesbians and gay men to "take 
the next step," according to Penny Campbell 
and Gary Bellamy, coordinators for Nashville's 
observance of the day. 

"We're in the process of getting things down 
pat," Campbell said. 

The focal point of the day's activities will be 
an action involving same-sex couples attempt­
ing to secure marriage licenses from the bu­
reau located at the Howard School Building on 
Second Avenue, South. 

"It only costs $26 to get a marriage license, 
so we'll find out what else it requires when we 
get there,• Campbell said, indicating that each 
couple should decide for themselves how to 
respond to the clerk's reaction to their request. 

"We want as many same sex couples as we 
can possibly get. This is a symbolic gesture, so 
it's not vital that you be in a committed relation­
ship to do this. We want as many people there 
as possible to get our point across and to 
hopefully tie up business for the entire day; 
she said. 

"The involvement in this action can be on 
many levels of participation,• Bellamy added. 

Later that evening, •a celebration of our 

relationships,• as Campbell called it, wm be 
held at an as yet undetermined location. 

"This day will give everyone an opportunity 
to take their next step, whatever that may be,• 
she said. -

Among suggestions offered for taking the 
next step are: 

•Take a lover/partner home for the holi-
days. · · 

•C.Ome out to your family. 
• Put your lover's picture on your desk at 

work. · 
• C.Onsider leaving "The Joy of Lesbian Sex 

in your bookcase when mom visits. 
•Move your "fantasy" man's poster into a 

more prominent place in your house. 
•Take a straight friend to a lesbian/gay 

event. 
•Tell three people you are gay. 
• List your )over/partner as your beneficiary 

on your employer-provided life insurance 
. policy. 

• Use the right pronouns for you lover/ 
partner's gender when mentioning him/her to 
co-workers. 

•Volunteer to bea Big Sister or Big Brother. 
• Hold hands publicly. 
• Invite gay friends and straight friends to 

the same party. 
Further infoanation about National C.Oming 

Out Day-Nashville may be obtained by con­
tacting Campbell at 297-4293 or Bellamy at 
889-2665. • 

r ·------------------------7 
I . Straight talk about advertising to . I 
I gay men and lesbians I 
I 66The finding that Frisch most likes to cite from Awnll' s marketslUdy is that~ of gayls) ... "would be more I 
I likely to purchase products or services from ·companies if they maintain a presence in the gay media or some I 

active involvement with the gay community.• And if ads speak direclly to the gay consumer, adds Frisch, so 
I· much the better. ff - Sa/G &, Mantllting M111na~ 10/lOl83 I 
I (il!fJfj I 
L-------------------------~ 
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.Hikes, Dykes and Nikes 
By JAAN snJRGIS 
Staff Writer 
Where were you a couple of weekends ago 

when Alan Jewell, Mark Kelley, Rusty Baltz, 
Michael Holden and company were off to 
Gatlinburg for a hike to end all hikes? Well, 
these busy boys were climbing their hearts out 
(and buns off!) on the Alum Cove Trail. 

They spent the night at the LeConte Lodge 
where llamas brought their food and provi­
sions. (I would have thought I was in Arabia or 
one of those far-off places!) Just to be different, 
Alan decided that he would truck down the 
Rainbow Falls Trail alone the next day. And, 
yes, you guessed it: he ran into some "wjld 
life." That's all he'd tell me. Hmmm. 

And there seems to be a whole throng of 
newcomers to Nashville lately and among 
them are Phyllis Hunt and David Nelson- both 
an eyeful to behold! Phyllis will just be with us 
for a few weeks as her job - a traveling radia­
tion therapy technologist - takes her all over 
the country. She's been from Washington, 
D. C., to St. Petersburg, where her roommate is 
a female impersonator named Felicia Lane. 
Isn't there diversity in our community. 

Too, she particularly enjoyed her stay in 
Lancaster and York, Pennsylvania, where she 
tells me the Amish women and men seem oh­
so-straight, but aren't always. Maybe I'd catch 
a husband if I moved to Pennsylvania. Any~ 
way, Phyllis will be here for a couple of weeks. 
Let's welcome her to Nashville with a great big 
"Howdee!• 

New on the scene and not on the run Oike 
Phyllis) is David Nelson. Fresh from Dallas, 
he's been touring around at Opryland (there's 
a little boy in each of us) and the Country Music 
Hall of Fame. Originally bound for Murray, 
Kentucky, some •friends• turned out not to be, · 
so he's landed in Nashville for good So, boys, 
let's give him a hearty welcome to the heart of 
the American South. 

Have you been to the West End Cooker 
lately? Well, dearhearts, I have a favorite wait­
ress there - Melinda Presler. A pert and alert 
young woman, she swears that my recent 
lobotomy scars don't even show, although she 
admits my memory has dimmed a bit. Wonder 
why? Anyway, she's off to Ft. Lauderdale next 
weekend. Nuptials were in store for her, but 
alas and alack, they were cancelled. Instead of 
going down the aisle with a bouquet of flow­
ers, she'll be. walking down the beach with a 
bottle of vodka. Sounds interesting to me. 

For those ,who know Patricia Lee, she tells 
methatshe's:gotten an invitation to a party that 
will end all parties. One of her friends has said 
she must go to Philly September 22-24 because 
there'll be a tiiree-day blowout. Wonder what 
will be in store? 

I was at the Oiute on Labor Day weekend. 
How were the Buckhead Boys? Boring. Bor­
ing? Yep. Someone told me he was bored stiff 

Well, they did show their/stuff to a hooting 
full house, so somebody m~ have liked 'em. 

The l;:a.st End Fellowship Group associated 
with MCC-Nashville had a r!p-roaring time ~t 
the home of James Hollanq and Bud Blac~­
well. The prominent-and so.me not-so-promi­
nent- attendees included K,_bvin Troxler, Rop 
Nelson, Jae Gregory, Fran~ Webb and Raf 

I . ' 
Ank~om. The social event , held on the second 
Satu~day of each month as a: noon potluck fdr 
all ttiose who live in East Nashville (yes, eve~ 
tho~ of us who live on the wrong side of th~ 
tracks), continues next month on October 8 4,t 

' ' the home of Paul Tucker. If you're an Ea.$t 
Nashvillian, why not attend?There were thinlis 
I heard that I can't tell. 

Labor Day was certainly a festive time at th'e 
home of Pat Applegate and Laura Tek. They 
had an informal get-together which Pat terms 
a Fiesta. The barbecue chicken, yummy salads 
of assundried variety and scrumptious desserts 
were , enjoyed by Penny Campbell, Devie 
Levin; recent returnee Abby Rubenfeldandex­
(Nevadan? Nevad-er? Nevadian? Nevadear?) 
person from Nevada Debra Alberts as well as 
Deborah Burks, Carole Cunningham and 
Marianne Osiel. Soon everyone became, 
ahem, comfortable, with the beverages pro­
vided and the talk turned to personal and 
public politics. I wonder if they would let me 
come? 

Speaking of Laura, on September 25th, 
she'll be running and competing in the Nash­
ville Women's SK Oassic with 250 other 
sweaty, scantily-dad folks of similar sex. 
Could be interesting. 

September 24th will see Frank Ashe taking 
the big bird to Boston for a friend's wedding­
the straight variety. Although the guest list 

I 
numbers only 65, reportedly about half of the 
. atte~ will be queens. Victoria, Mary, Eliza­
beth and Ann among others. The relatives of 
the couple will be housed in nearby hotels 
while the queens will be treated, as befits 
royalty, to a stay with the newlyweds. Friank's 
first getaway from Nashville in some time -
other than to Hopkinsville, Kentucky, to visit a 
former roommate-his second week of r~pite 
will include a visit to P'town. I can hardly wait 
to hear what happens there! - : 

The Northeast has certainly attracted some 
of Nashville's finest this summer and falli be­
cause a w~k later, Steve Jenks is off to Pitts­
burgh, from whence he'll drive to Province­
town and on to D.C. for the unveiling of the 
(sadly) much-grown Quilt on Columbus Day 
weekend. 

No more parties to report ~n this time, ~t I 
hear some 1are coming up. Why not tell' me 
about your~? Better yet, invite me. Ring~ up 
some evening at 226-4034. 

Yes, dearhearts, it's time to leave you again. 
But Sociables will .return again in two weeks 
with all the latest. See you then. • ' 

r------------------------:7 
I . Please. Support our advertisers. ' I 
I . I 
1 

After all, they support us. 
1 

1 And tell 'em you saw 'em here. 1 
I ~ ~ I 
1 wan 1 
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There 
oughta ba 

a law. 

September 16-22, 1988 

Friday, September 30 

POOL 
TOURNAMENT 

8PM. 

Lavender Law: The Nalipnal Conference 

F,very Thursday Beet Blast 7-10 pm 
$3.00Cover 

on Lesbian & Gay Legal Issues Free Draft Beer 

1 November 11-1°3, 1988 
1be woman's choice polden Gate University School of Law 

I For information, write RALPH'S P.O.·Box 1983 San Fra.ncisco, CA 94101 
i or phone (415) 431-1444 515 2nd Avenue South 256-96821 
I 

' . . 

Welcotne. 
WW 

is pleased to welcome 
Gay Cable Network 

to Nashville. 

We invite you 
to join them for their 

premiere and celebration 
Saturday, September 24 . 

The evening will begin 
at 7 p.m. with a 
benefit party at 
Warehouse 28, 

2529 Franklin Road. 
The $3 cover charge include~ 

buffet .and champagne. 
Then, at 8 p.m., 
see the debut of 

Gay Cable Network/Nashville 
on cable channel 35. 



Volume 1, Number 26 Dare I 

,___G_ a_y_ M_ a_t-ch- in- g-----. ••• Murder tried 
continued form page 1 

Judy Eron, LCS""/ 
Licensed Olnlcal Social Worker 

Jim Seibbld, PhD 
Licensed CllnlcciJI Psychologist 

lndividubl and 
Couple Counseling ' 

329-1656 

htez 

With over six years of matching 
for gay men, we offer: 

• Discreet mailings. 
• Assured confidentiality. 
• Detailed Application form. 
• No fees over $20. 
• Guaranteed satisfaction. 
• Local matches in your area. 

I 

Call for a free brochure and application 

;~[!l[Il]~[!][:)~f.r 
1-800-633-6969 

Toll free - 24 hours 

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY BLOWOUT 
September 30 

Patio Cookout 6 pm 

cfttll"&' ti( l!ep, eP,(}U/1( - a eefeJp,at/ol( 
Special show 1 Opm 

ALSO 
New Fall Cast 

Every Saturday 1 0pm-1 am 
Winter Hours 1 pm-3am 

1071,ft l1v-e1ra.e cfoa.t/4 256-9131 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 'J1ie . • • 'Towne !J-{oUS:e • • ~taura,#t • • ' I 
• \. Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm • I , 

• ' 165 Eighth Avenue North • 254-12li7 
• • 

(j'Ine L. . as ite 
. Lounge 

Monday-Thursday4:30 pm -1 am 
Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am 

Sunday Noon - 3 am 
167 1/ 2 Eighth Avenue North• 254-1278 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

at the East Nashville address) returned to the duplex, they found a note from their landlady, 
indicating they were three we.eks behind in their rent. ' 

When Frantzreb arrived later in the day he accused Byrne of misusing the money he had given 
her forrentand pushed her through a bedroom window and began to kick her repeatedly, Cindy 
Poole said. 

She said that when she went in to check on Byrne, she was bleeding and moaning, mumbling 
"in some foreign language that I didn't understand." 

According to testimony, Byrne's speaking a foreign language seemed to enrage Frantzreb, 
who began his attack anew. 

Kenneth Poole, upon his arrival, joined in the beating. Despite her suggestion to call an 
ambulance, Cindy Poole said, the men continued to beat Byrne; who apparently made no effort 
to defend herself at any time during the attack. 

Cindy Poole's grisly account of the beating and subsequent torture - Frantzreb said he plugged 
in an iron and attempted to bum Byrne's breats and Kenneth iPoole hit her knees, hands and 
elbows with a hammer - was kept secret for two months. . 

I 
"We thought we could scare her and maybe we could get our money from her," Frantzreb 

testified. 
In March, 1987, Cindy Poole finally broke her vow of silence and told a neighbor of the terror­

filled night when the three - Frantzreb, Cindy and Kenneth Poole - finally decided to call an 
ambulance, orlly to discover Byrne was dead. 

Cindy Poole said in Criminal Court that the two men beheaded Byrne and cut off her feet and 
hands. She said they buried the hands and feet, but attached the torso and head to separate cinder 
blocks and dumped them into the Cumberland River. 

Frantzreb testified that he and Poole drove around for some time, drinking beer and trying to 
decide how to d ispose of Byrne's body before driving to a seculuded area near the Tennessee 
Women's Prison. Frantzreb previously had worked as a guard at the Prison. 

In March, 1987, Byrne's torso was found floating on the surface of the Cumberland River. 
On March 29, 1987, Poole, 24, and Frantzreb, 29, were arrested and have been incarcerated 

at Metro Jail since then. Cindy Poole was testifying this week in Frantzreb's trial on chargesoffirst­
degree murder and unlawful disposal ofa body. Her husband will be tried separately on the same 
charges. 

A verdict in the Frantzreb tril is expected shortly. • 

· ... police seek killer 
continued from page 1 
as having dark hair, dark eyes, a mustache and tatoos on both arms . 

The man is also suspected of having stolen Larkin's 1988 dark blue Mustang, with the 
Tennessee license plate number jJ{B995 . 

Last February, Larkin moved into the Knolls apartment complex. He was a computer opera­
tor for Kelly Services, a temporary service, and was on assignmerit to Southwestern Co. on Elm 
Hill Pike. • 

·.~.Circle Ki denies llealth care 
continued from page 1 
in temporarily halting gas sales at the targeted stores. 

Circle K's presence in the Nashville market was felt last April following the company's 
purchase of the local operations of 7-Eleven stores. An unidentified store clerk at the Belmont 
Boulevard Circle K said he was not aware of the store's policy on insuring people with AIDS . 

Diane Easter, ACT~UP/Nashville member, said that although the group bas not yet taken 
action to protest Circle K's policy, plans are being made for zaps of local Circle K stores. • 

From STAFF REPQRTS 
Gay Cable Networ;t (GCN), Nashville, will premiere on Community Access.Television's 

channel 35 Saturday, $ept. 24, at 8 p.m. · 
GCN-Nashville tha(evening will hold its premiere cablecast viewing at a 7 p .m. cocktail party 

at Warehouse 28, 2529 Franklin Road The $3 admission includes a champagne buffet and will 
help support GCN-Nashville. 

The first broadcast will be the cornerstone of programming aimed at the gay community of 
Nashville. Programs will air weekly on Viacom's Clwmel 35 from 8 to 9 p .m. each Saturday. 

GCN-Nashville will become part of a communication network already proven in major 
metropolitan markets, including New York City, Los Angeles, Cincinnati and Minneapolis. 
Begun in 1982, Gay Cable Network has a viewing audience of over 22 milfion. Locally, GCN­
Nashville will be involved in designing programs aimed specifically at local audiences. 

Weekly programs will focus on political activities, educational services, telephone help lines, 
social events, travel, national and local gay organizing efforts and health services. 

Further information about GCN-Nashville, or its premiere celebration, is available by calling 
385-9126. • 
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Intolerance Leads to Death 
Ralph David Frantzreb has been convicted of the grisly murder of 

Michelle Byrne, and sentenced to life in prison. 
The story of that horrible day in January, 1987, has unfolded slowly 

I and agonizingly, until it became clear why Frantzreb and William Poole 

i,,.f·, .. i,. brutally tortured, murdered·and mutilated Byrne. 
. It wasn't because they were angry about the possibility that Byrne had 

misappropriated their rent money, as Frantzreb (and undoubtedly 
Poole) would have you believe. 

ls there any doubt that they killed her because they had found out that 
she was a transsexual? 

Their living situation was not average by any means. Here in one 
household were an apparently single heterosexual woman, a single 
heterosexual man and a married heterosexual couple and a group of 
children. It doesn't take much of a leap to imagine that there might have 
been some sexual tension between E f , ll- and either or both of the men, 
if not sexual attraction or even relationships. 

When the news came that Byrne was born a man - that she wasn't a 
:.:•:.!. "real woman• - homophobia erupted, as is so unfortunately common, 

into violence. 

1,,;:i,,:i',:. kn!~~:i:~::o~ ;: :~~~;::~:~ai:~~-there is no way to ever 
But the ma& important lesson of Byrne's suffering and death is that 

the hatred is there, and that there is apparently little compunction about 
il.i venting that hatred against sexual minorities through violence. 

From all accounts, Michelle Byrne led a troubled life. She was, no 

1,,,1,,1,,. :¥:~t==~:~M=~:::::: 
. One of her murderers has been sentenced to pay for her death. The 

Frantzreb jury must be commended for its refusal to let the victim's sexu­
:i, ality become an issue in deciding the fate of her murderer. 
:.l.i. We can only hope that the Poole jury will be so just, and that a 

message will be sent to those who think their hatred justifies violence 
I that their violence will not be tolerated. 
ii May Michelle Byrne rest. • 

z Don't Lock It In. Just Rip the Knob Off. j 
~ 
? 

I 
l 
\~ 
f~ 

Just when you think it's safe to tum your radio back on, you're slapped 
in the face with yet another homophobic diatribe from the on-air 
•personalities• at one of Nashville's •leading• FM radio stations. 

For those of us who have lived in Nashville for any length of time, the 
station's call letters have become a new four-letter word. 

The definition: mean-spiritied, humorless insults hurled at minority 
groups in general, queers in particular. 

The word; the station? WYHY. Y-107. 
Truly exemplifying the new, lamentable trend in radio programming 

- shock radio - Y-107 daily insults its listeners, both gay and straight, with 
its seemingly uneducated, unfeeling, un-entertaining between-platter­
patter, which is no more than sophomoric pseudo-sexual innuendo. 

Just last week, a concerned Dare reader called to report yet another 
Y-107 attack on our community. While at work that morning, with Y-107 
playing in the background, he had been offended by the tasteless antics 
of the station's deejay duo, Tom and Tim. 

So, too, was another listener who called in to complain about Tom 
and Tim's homophobic comments. And what did Y-107'son-air "person­
alities" say to the caller? "You're sick!" I 

❖ 

!~ 
This continuing lack of respect for our community is especiall:y 

disturbing in view of the fact that -we- are on the inside. Or, at least some 
of•us• are. WYHY, like any other business, group or organization, has 

:l homosexuals on the payroll. 
f . .i.:. But are our sisters and brOl)iers on the• inside• doing anything to help 
:. stop the flow of invectives and insults? Apparently not. 
I Although they claim to be as offended by the on-air antics as the rest 
i of us, by refusing to speak up they are, by example if not in fact, 
; condoning the reprehensible actions. 
t. Our concerned reader suggested an appropriate response: turning 
~ 
;; the dial to another station. That's how you hurt radio stations, you see. ! If enough people turn the dial, those all-importantArbitron ratings are 
❖ sure to fall. And as tQe Arbitrons fall, so do profits. In radio, as in the rest 
i~ ., of the world, money talks. I Maybe now it's time for our dollars to speak out against people who 

:
~~j speak out against us. 
, Touch that dial! And hit Y-107 where it hurts. • 

..... ,,, .. o,;.,.,, ... m .. ,,, ... ,,., .. ,., . . m·, -""··"'•'"'· ·"'""·"'· . .,,, .. ,,,.,,,, . . ,;,;,; .. m .. m .. ,,.,, .. .,, .. s,;, •• ,,,. o,: .. •""" "'· .. m . . o,: .• s,;,. ;,;,:,:,f: .... :~ 
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Not everyone has one: If you missed the Dare tee 
shirt first time around, don't blow this chance. 

The Dare tee. Hand-screened and painted in pink 
and purple on all-cotton tees in L, XL, and XXL, ~ 

because they'll shrink some. r I 
At a measly ten bucks, everyone'll wanna wear one I 

out. '- ~ I 
· But don't wait forever. '-"" 

We may wear ourselves out making them. I 
Send $10 + $2 check or money order for postage 1

1 and handling for each shirt to: 
Dare Tee I 
Box4o422 I 

Nashville, 1N 37204--0422 I 
We'll try to hurry, but please allow 3 weeks for I 

shipping. We still have a paper to put out, you know. I 
I 

L------------------~ 
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new drink prices 
well liquor drinks 

$1.50 
all night, every night. 

food served till 
12:30 am weekdays 
1 :30 am weekends 

open 
4 pm - 1 am weekdays 
4 pm - 2 am weekends 

closed mondays 

live jazz every sunday night 7 -10 pm 

the world's end restaurant 1713 church street nashville, In 37203 615-329-3480 

... And 
Nothing 
ButThe 

25--CENT DRAFT 
Wednesday 7 pm - 11 pm 

BEER BUST 
Saturday 4 pm - 8 pm 

Sunday 3 pm - 7 pm 

2311 FltANICLIN RoAD, NASHV!llE • 269-5318 • OPEN 3PM-1AM 

Dare 

Fresh Fruit is on the Way 
From SfAFF REPORTS 
Self-proclaimed "professional homosexu­

als," Romanovsky and Phillips will perform in 
Nashville next month when their Emotwnal 
Rollercoaster tour brings them to the third 
coast from their west c~ home. 

Sponsored by the Tennessee Gay and Les­
bian Alliance (f-GALA), the concert appear­
ance by Romanovsky and Phillips is set for 
Sunday,November6at7:30p.m.,accordingto 
G. Scott Osten, finance c<><hair forT-GALA. 

"Over tqe past five years, Romanovsky and 
Phillips have made a wonderful name for 
themselves in the lesbian and gay community 
nationally," Osten said. "Their music is primar­
ily gay music and it is relevant to our time, 
politically, as well as socially." 

The pair - made up of Ron Romanovsky 
and Paul Phillips - began their first national 
tour in fall, 1983, and in the years that have 
followed have attracted thousands of fans with 
their performances. Without aspiring to be a 
comedy team, they developed a reputation 
among audiences for they lyrics about gay life. 

Romanovsky, a Pittsburgh native, began 
composing songs at the age of 15. 

"I was a terrible student. I was more inspired 
by Phil Ochs than Chopin, so instead of prac­
ticing waltzes I wrote satirical songs with 
catchy titles like 'Ignorant People' and 'Don't 

Get Ready for Pride '89 
From SfAFF REPORTS 
Planners for Pride Week '89 have already 

set the date for next year's celebration, accord­
ing to Penny Campbell of the Tennessee Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance (f-GALA). 

The third week of June was selected by the 
Pride Week '89 committee during its . first 
meeting held last Sunday. 

The week's festivities, like 1988's celebra­
tion, will culminate in a parade, festival and 
rally. 

"We're looking at having the parade, festi­
val and rally later in the day than we did this 

' 

Believe the Bullshit. ' My piano teacher was not 
impressed," Romanovsky remembers. 

Phillips, the son of a Baptist preacher, 
claims to have been destined to be an enter­
tainer. 

He attended . Wheaton College (Billy 
Graham's alma mater) and came out at the end 
of his freshman year: •My mother tried to feign 
shock and dismay, but I easily saw through her 
histrionics,- he said. 

The two men met in San Francisco and 
began performing as Romanovskyand Phillips 
some six months later. 

They have appeared in some 37 states and 
have recorded three albums on their Fresh 
FruitRecordslabel-/Thougbt You'd Be Taller, 
Trouble in Paradise and Emotional Roller­
coaster. 

"Their music is about AIOS, anti-gay vio­
lence, the problems of gay life, but their mes­
sage is truly a universal one. They make us 
think; they have a lot to offer us," Osten said. 

Tickets to the concert, to be held at the 
Unitarian Uhiversalist Church on Woodmont 
Boulevard, are $7 and will be available at Mills 
Bookstore in Hillsboro Village, the Belle 
Meade office ofDr. Deborah Kowalski, or from 
Osten at the Nashville CARES office (385-1510) 
or at home (269-4283). • 

year," Campbell said. •we would like to have 
the celebration continue into the evening, 
possibly climaxing with a major concert." 

This year's parade, rally and festival at­
tracted more than 300 people to the Centennial 
Parkbandshellareaforanafternoonfilledwith 
acitivities. 

She said the committee, which will next 
meet Oct. 16, is currently soliciting ideas for a 
slogan for the weeklong observance of gay 
and lesbian pride. Ideas may be sent to the 
Pride '89 Committee at Box 24181, Nashville, 
37202. • 
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-All ads run two consecutive weeks, and oost $1 O tor eil:h 100 
cha'aclers (locluding letters, numerals, punctuation and spa:es) or 
part !hereof. 

For example: Up to 100 cllaraclers oosl $1 O for two weeks, 101-
200 cllaraclers ro;I $20 for two weeks, 201-300 characlers oost $30 
for two weeks, and so on. 

We reserve lhe rtghl lo edll ills for lenglh, and to rejecl any ad. 
Sexually explldl or exploilallve ads will nol be accepled. 

No cKI will be accepled wilhoul slgnalure and paymenl In full in 
cl!vanat 

Blind drawers are available tor Personals tt you do nol wish lo use 
your o.vn cK!dress. Please check the blind drawer spa:e on lhe order 
lorm, and add $5 for eil:h two-week period. We will assign you a 
drawer number. · 

Responses cK!dressed lo a blind drawer will be forw.rded lo you for 
lour weeks afler lhe last appearance of your cKI. 

To respond to an ad using a drawer number, wrlle lo: 
Date 
Drawer# __ 
Box 40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

Send your ad on the torm belo.v with a check or money order for 
lhe lull illlOOOI to: 

Din 
Box 40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

Ads received by noon Wednesday will run lhe tallowing Friday. 
Questions? Pllone 292-9623 lor Information. 

I Announcements 
• Goddess books, visualization, alternative health, 
Eastern thought.soon to carry RFD, the gay country 
journal. Dragonfly Books, 112 Second Avenue North, 
242-1250. 

• Gay or lesbian teenagers who would like to meet 
others and are interested in forming a support group in 
Nashville: write Box 158002, Nashville 37215-0082. 
All correspondence held in strictest confidence. 

•Lesbian and gay parents group forming. Information 
phone 292-0817. 

• TIMBERFELL LODGE: 250 acres. Mins, pond. 
Deluxe rooms, sauna, jacuzzi, horseback riding, and 
bunkrooot Write ATTN: DAR, Rt. 11, Box 94A, 
Greeneville, TN 3n43 (615) 234--0833. 2 miles off 1-
81 at exit 36. 

• Missed a Dare? Back issues mailed to you (except V1 
#2 and V1 #4) Send $1.50 with name and address to 
Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204 

• New: business notes - a 1/32 page notice display ad 
at a special introductory rate. Let the community know 
you're there for pennies per reader. Ann Taylor, Dare 
Advertising Sales Coordinator, 352-5823. 

• The Dare tee is back. $10 plus $2 p&h to Dare Tee, 
Box 40422, Nashville 37204. Specify L, XL or XXL. 

I Real .Estate 
• Small 1 BDR house, West End area. Great yard. For 
rent $400 + utilities. 269-7552 

I Roommates 
• Professional GWM to share nice completely 
furnished 3 bdrm. (or not) condo with 2 LWF. Small 
dep. Ref. req. 833-1059 

I 

• Roommate wanted: 2 BR duplex apartment, washer 
& dryer, nice neighborhood. $175 + utilities. 832-2260 

I Personals 
• LWF would like to correspond with other lesbians. 
Friendship/relationship. DARE DRAWER 17. 

• Young lesbian couple, new in town, looking to meet 
other lesbians. We enjoy camping, movies and dining. 
DARE DRAWER 18. 

Aajress, _ ___________________ _ 

Zip Code. __ _ 

Phone (Day), _______ (Evening), _____ _ 

+ blind drawer charge $ 5.00 

THIS SUNDAY, SEPT 18 
JUNGLE JIM'S 

9TH JUNGLEMANIA 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
BETTER BE THERE! 

SUNDAY, SEPT 25, 8 PM 
A BENEFIT FOR NASHVILLE CARES 

"HEY, MISTER, CAN YOU 
SPARE ME A DIME?" 

WITH GUEST HOST TONY DORAN 

SPECIAL SHOW PRESENTATION 
AN AUCTION 

DRAWINGS FOR FREE BEER 

$2 DONATION ATTHE DOOR 
ALL PROCEEDS GO 

TO NASHVILLE CARES 

BECAUSE YOU CARE, 
WE CARE, 

NASHVILLE CARES. 

• • • Liberation Book Club • • • • P.O. Box 453 • 
■ South Norwalk, CT 06856 ■ 

• • • • 
■ The only national ■ 
■ ■ 

• gay & lesbian book club. ■ 
■ ■ 

• ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Common Woman 
Bookstore 
( 402) 464-63{)() 
Mastercard & Visa 
Mention this ad and we'll pay postage. 

Hands On Massage Clinic 
STRESS MANAGEMENT 

You're Worth It! 

Roxanne Isham 
758-7458 

MURFREESBORO ROAD 
ELECfROLYSIS OJNIC 

Permanent Hair Removal 
Free Consultation 

Individual Disposable Probes 

Patricia McCaffrey 
· Electrologist, R.E. 

(615) 36o-7630 

r--------------~----------7 
I Taylor-made.advertising. I 
I . I 
I Ann Taylor I 
I Advertis~ Sales Coordinator I 

I wm I 
L-------------------------~ 

+ BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00 
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