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EDITORIAL NOTICE 

This is a transcript of a tape-recorded interview conducted by the Albert Gore 
Research Center at Middle Tennessee State University. The original recording and 
associated materials are archived at the center, whose collections may be accessed in 
person or via the web site gorecenter.mtsu.edu. After a draft of this transcript was made, 
the interviewer, or in some cases another qualified staff member, reviewed the draft and 
compared it to the tape recordings. In a few cases, the interviewee also contributed 
editorial corrections. This final transcript incorporates the corrections and other changes 
suggested by the interviewee and interviewer. The transcript follows as closely as 
possible the recorded interview, including the usual starts, stops, and other rough spots in 
typical conversation. The reader should remember that this is essentially a transcript of 
the spoken, rather than the written, word. Stylistic matters, such as punctuation and 
capitalization, follow the Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition. The transcript includes 
bracketed notices at the end of one tape and the beginning of the next so that, if desired, 
the reader can find a section of tape more easily by using this transcript. 

 
RESTRICTION 

The interviewee has donated her or his copyright in this interview to the state of 
Tennessee through Middle Tennessee State University and has agreed that use of the 
recorded interview and transcript shall be governed by the director of the Albert Gore 
Research Center. 

Researchers may read, quote from, cite, photocopy, and download this transcript 
without permission for purposes of research only. Publication is prohibited, however, 
without permission from the director of the Albert Gore Research Center. 
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH 

NAME 

Q. M. SMITH ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

INTERVIEW #QMS.086 

 
FORSYTHE: This is a continuation of the interview with Dr. Robert Corlew.  Newell 

Moore 
 
CORLEW: One thing that I used to fuss at the classes about was getting into their 

classes on time. I always remember Dr. Moore as a person who got to 
class a few minutes early. When the hour of his class came he would be 
there and would shut the door. When some on was late they soon 
learned that they needed to be on time. He didn't have a great variety 
of interest outside of history, he was not a sports enthusiast, but he 
dedicated himself to his job. I didn't remember him being active in 
committees but he was sponsor of the history honor society. He was 
certainly one of the better history professors. He was always telling 
stories and they were always apropos to the subject being discussed.  
He was never a hum-drum, mono-tone type teacher. 

 
FORSYTHE: Dr. Huhta 
 
CORLEW: One day there came in the mail some things pertaining to historic 

preservation, I would get these things and I would send them on to Dr. 
Huhta. I said to him one time "Here is an area you might be interested 
in" and he took that and developed a very excellent historic 
preservation program. Them some where along the line the state 
began to develop chairs of excellence, so we developed several 
proposals and the state board turned down most of them, but one they 
accepted was the historic preservation program. We needed to put 
somebody in charge, so we appointed Dr. Huhta as head of the Center 
for Historic Preservation. That was about in 1983, so he has been in that 
capacity ever sense. 

 
FORSYTHE: What projects were you involved in? 
 
CORLEW: We worked in the high school at Lawrenceburg working on a new 

curriculum. Then the Southern Association of Secondary Schools used 
to call me to go out and evaluate the teaching of social studies in high 
schools. I always served on a great variety of committees on the 
campus.  
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FORSYTHE: Thank you. 
 


