WSM, January 30, 1944

Good Morning, Friends: .
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bike every city, town, hamlet and home inimerica, was
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shocked amd horrifiedzby the details finally released by the army and navy
of how the ﬂapanese fiendishly torturedy persecuted, and murdered the
American and Philippine soldiers taken prisoners in the Philippines.

These unspeakable savage atrocities made the blood in every true American's
veins boil and run hot. We—msst [let this steel our determination to continue
the fight until those who started this war and perpetrated these uncivilized
horrors are utterly crushed and rendered utterly unable ever again to

embroil the world in another war. This nation will want vengeance. e
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We- must not, though, try to match or outdo the bestile brutality of the, }
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Japanese.w-" These wrongs must be avenged. Yes, they must. But let us
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reek our revenge upon those responsible for these cruel atrocities.
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Some people have suggested that we iemitureandemurder the approximately
250,000 Japanese that we have interned in concentration camps. But a
great majority of these, though'khe Japanese race, are American citizens=-
Some of them loyal and others, of course, disloyal. Would it be a Christian
act to torture and starve and murder these people? Let us remember also
that Japan still has several thousand American prisoners as well as many
Bhilippine prisoners, British prisoners, and DJuthch. On the other hand,
we have taken only a few Japanese prisoners, less than four hundred. The

treatment given American prisoners by the Japanese may be one explanation

why we have taken so few prisoners. It is said that the Japanese soldiers
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have been told that if they are taken prisoners by the Americans they
face horrible tortures and eventual death. At any rate, from official
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reports, we know that mems Japanese soldiersjprefer death to capture.
It might as well be said, too, that American soldiers so hate and distrust
the Japanese that they are not particularly anxious to cepsuxe them alive,
And, of course, many of our soldiers have no intention of ever being
captured by the Japanese. In other words, the fighting between the &merican
and Japanese soldier# is, in most cases, a fight to the death. And another
thing to remember in connection with our treatment of Japanese soldiers
is that, according to reliable information, the Japanese government
considers a Japanese soldier dead when he permits himself to be taken
prisoner. He stands disgraced before his country and his family and
foxxkhex so far the Japanese government has shown little concern over
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the treatment and welfare of,Japanese prisoners of war.
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Think, for a moment, of the difference between their treatment

of American prisoners and our treatment of the semedkimg-dide~four-humired
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Japanese prisoners. While the¥ have been starving, beating, torturing,

and denying medical treatment to their American prisoners, we have built

comfortable prisoner cantomments for the Japanese prisoners. These canton-

ments are warm and comfortable, equipped with good beds, recreation

facilities, a staff of competent doctors, a supply of the best medicines

‘available, and adequate hospital facilities. They are fed the best of





















